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T  O 


The  Right  Honourable 


THE 


Countefs  of  Granville. 
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Madam, 

HAD  not  the  purpofe  of  this 
Letter  been  more  to  publifh 
gratitude,  than  to  pay  court  to  power. 
Your  Ladyihip  had  been  faved  this 
trouble.  For,  indeed,  the  author  of 
theieDifcourfes  hath  no  talents  for  the 
latter.  In  fayiilg  this,  he  pretends  not 
to  acquit  himfelf  of  ambition :  he  hath 
perhaps  as  flrong  a  bias  of  original 

A   2  guilt. 
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guilt,  that  way,  as  any  mortal ;  but 
the  truth  is,  it  was  early  checked, 
and  intirely  turned  from  all  hope  or 
prolped  of  preferment,  to  the  fole 
view  of  endeavouring  to  deferve  it. . 
In  this  fituation,  he  was  found  by  your 
fon,  near  twenty  years  ago,  in  an  ^ 
honourable  obfcurity ;    and   drawn   ^■ 
thence,  with  fome  diftindion  (the* 
without  any  liiit  or  foKcitation  on  his 
fide),  a  little  more  into  the  light,  at 
leaft  into  the  hurry  of  the  world ;   '^ 
where  he  hath  continued  to  this  day.     < 
Unhonoured,  indeed,  but   (I  thank 
God)  unreproached,  and  (what  is, 
perhaps,  matter  of  more  vexation  than 
vanity)  not  unenvicd ;  tho'  he  flood 
in  no  man's  way,  nor  was  rival  to 
any  mortal,  during  that  whole  time, 
cither   for   wealth,    preferment,   or 
power. 

He 


[v] 

He  had  been  long,  before  this^  a 
conftant  preacher :  nor  did  his  natu- 
ral vehemence  allow  him  to  be  indo- 
lent, or  uninterefled  in  what  he  deli- 
vered.    His  condition  of  life,  and 
the  circumftances  of  fome  particular 
friends^  led  him  early  to  the  confi- 
dcration  of  almofl  all  the  following 
lubjet^s ;  and  a  thoufand  fubfequent 
occaflons-  drew  him  frequendy  into 
repeated  re-confiderations  of  them:  fb 
that,  what  he  now  prefumes  to  pre- 
fent  to  Your  Lady  (hip,  are,  very  truly, 
the  {irft  fruits  of  his  early  labour,  and 
Wiwearied  zeal  in  the  lervicc  of  Re- 
ligion.    How  worthy,  or  unworthy 
they  may  be  of  Your  acceptance,  You 
and  the  World  will  beft  judge.  Thus 
much,  however,    that  World   will 
allow,  that  there  is  no  impropriety  in 
the  prefumptipn ;  and  that  there  are 
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few  in  it,  to  whom  a  treatife  on  Social 
Duties  could  fo  properly  be  addrdded ; 
and  none  (that  I  know  of )  fo  diftin- 
guifh'd  for  Parental  prudence,  foli- 
citude,  and  fuccefe :  for  which  Europe 
will  blefs  you,  as  well  as  Britain, 
And  tho'  thefe  iDilcourfes  had  not 
been  thus  addrefled,  it  were  impofli- 
blc  for  any  reader,  of  the  leaft  atten- 
tion, to  perufe  fome  of  them;  to 
confider  the  diftinguifhed  eminence 
(there  noticed)  of  the  Aurelids  and 
Cornelia  I  of  antiquity,  in  the  educa- 
tion of  youth,  without  feeing  this 
Mother  in  a  light  of  at  leall  equal 
luftre.  Nor  was  her  care  confined 
to  One:  it  defcended  with  equal  fo- 
licitude  to  All  her  Defcendants.  And 
I  myfelf  have  had  fi-equcnt  occafions 
of  being  eye  and  ear-witnels  to  her 
varied,  incciTant,  and  unwearied  at- 
tention 


[  vii  ] 

tenticMi  to  dieir  improvements,  in  all 
the  fhidies,  employments,  and  pur> 
fuits,  befl  fuited  to  their  condkion 
and  charadlers.  I  fpeak  what  I  know: 
let  thodb  who  have  obfcrved  betto*, 
and  know  more,  ^ak  the  reft. 

Madam, 

Another  man,  in  my  place,  might 
find  this  a  fit  occaiion  to  do  more 
ample  juftice  to  Your  charader,  as  a 
Parent,  by  dilplaying  the  glorious 
efieds  of  Your  care,  in  the  confefP- 
edly  great  and  unrivalFd  talents  of 
Your  Son,  and  ,naany  accomplifh- 
mentsof  hisifHie.  But  this  would  ill 
become  me;  nor  could  it  pafs  un- 
flifpefted  in  me,  who  am  known  to 
love  him,  and  to  have  been  early, 
and  much,  obliged  to  him ;  fo  much, 
that  I  have  no  need  of  adulation  to 

A  4  be 


be  more :  (were  it  poHible,  that  flich 
a  fervility  of  fpirit  could  be  either 
pardonable,  or  of  ufe). 

I  pray  God  bleis  Him,  and  make 
both  the  progrefs  and  concludon  of 
his  life  worthy  of  his  great  b^in- 
nings. 

I  am,  Madam,  with  equal  duty 
and  gratitude, 

« 

Your  Ladyship's 
Moft  Humble,  and 


Moft  Obedient  Servrant 


Febr.  23, 
«743- 
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PREFACE. 

THE  Publi/hing  of  Difcourfes 
upon  SubjeSis  well  underftoody 
at  haft  Jo  deemedy  from  being 
often  confderedy  naturally  calls  for 
an  apology  to  the  public ;  and  in  mofl 
cafes  confejfedly  needs  it :  but  the  real 
truth  is y  that  the  fundamental  grounds 
and  principles  of  all  religious  and 
moral  dutiesy  are  not  thoroughly  and 
univerfally  under  ft ood  (As  the  reader 
willy  I  hopBy  be  comiincedy  from  the 
illuftration  of  fome  of  them  in  the 
following  Difcourfes):  Or  if  they  werey 
the  whole  extent  of  reafons  for  themy 

and 


X  PREFACE. 

and  motives  to  them^  is  perhaps  inex- 
baufiible.  Tie  tights^  in  which  the 
duties  of  life  mcy  he  feen, ■  areas- va- 
rious as  the  conditions  and  capacities  of 
men,  and  the  circumftances  of  time, 
place,  and  perfons*  And  the  delinfa- 
iions  of  tbeni  may  netturtmy  be  as  vA^ 
riouSf  as  the  drawings  of  different 
painters,  from,  the  fame  fiatues,  confi- 
dered  at  different  difiances,  and  from 
different  points  of  <uiew. 

Several  men,  from  their  feverdl 
capacities,    cmditions   of   life,    and 
occafions  of   obfervir^y  may  fee   the 
obligations  of  the  fami  Duties,  in  viry 
different    lights;  fome  weaker^   and 
fome  remarkably  flrmger :  and  there- 
fore no  precedent  labours  upon  thefe 
fubje&s  can  fuperfede  either  the  ufe  or 
neceffity  of  any  fubfequerit. 

Sefdes,  that  one  man  may  home 
talents  to  Jkew  the  beauty  of  holinefs  to 

more 
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more  advantage^  to  jhew  both  foetal 
and  religious  Duties  in  a  fairer  and 
lonelier  proportion ;  and  adorned  mth 
graces  irrefiflibly  attra^ive  j  wbilft 
the  talents  of  others  chiefly  confifl^  in 
aggravating  the  violation  offuch  t)u- 
ties,  and  drawing  clear,  and  flriling^ 
and  dreadful  confequences,  froff*  fuch 
violations.  Happy ,  in  vohom  the  Gifts 
of  Nature,  the  Grace  of  God,  the  Love 
of  his  Lawsy  and  Zeal  for  his  Glory, 
have  united  thefe  talents',  with  the 
additional  energy  ofeameft  andpomer^ 
ful  exhortations,  monitions,  anddeterr* 
ments.  Who  that  man  is^  or  whether 
any  fuch  writings  are  yet  extant,  the 
reader  can  only  determine  for  himfelf 
X^et  me  however  he  allowed  to  premife 
in  behalf  of  thefe  Difcourfes,  and  their 
Author',  that  the  SubjeEls  here  treated 
upon,  are  fuch,  as  fell  early,  and  |l«- 
tinued  long,  under  his  confideration : 

and 
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andiftbey  have  not  attained  thepraife 
of  excellent  Originals,  they  are  as  far 
removed  from  the  reproach  of  fervile 
Copies,  Imitations,  or  Tranfcrips; 
and  may,  at  leafl,  he  confidered  as  Sup- 
plements to  whatever  hath  been  faid  on 
the  fame  fuijeSs,  before. 

I  have  no  more  to  add,  but  my 
humble  and  eameftfupplicationstoGod, 
that  they  may  in  their  ufe,  and  advan- 
tage to  the  caufe  of  true  religion  and 
virtue,  bear  fome  proportion  to  the 
repeated  care  with  which  they  have 
been  compiled,  and  the  chriflian  zeal 
with  which  they  are  publifbed. 
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SERMON    I 

Univerfal  Rigbteoufnefs  abfolutely  ne^ 
cejfcay  to  Smal  Honefty  \  as  well 
as  to  the  temporal  and  eternal  Hap* 
pinefs  of  Mankind. 


Ep.  Gen.  of  St.  James^  CL  ii.  Ver.  lo. 

For  wbofoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  Law^ 
and  yet  offend  in  one  Pointy  be  is  guilty 
of  all. 

IT  is  a  feeming  inconfiftency,  that  the 
mercy  of  God  fhould  be,  every- where 
in  the  Scriptures,  reprefented  as  miti- 
gating the  fcverity  of  his  laws,  and  render* 
ing  him  compaffionate  to  the  errors  and  in-* 
firmities  of  his  creatures ;  and  yet  he  fhould^ 
at  the  fame  time,  befoveryri^,  as  to  con- 
clude men  under  the  guilt  of  univer(i^  di^ 
obedience,  for  the  tranfgreffion  of  any  one 
fingle  law.  But  this  will  be  reconciled,  if 
we  coiifider^  that  the  iudulgeacc^  granted  by 

'         B  the 


2        Univerfal  Righteoufnefs  Sen  j. 

die  gofpel,  is,  firft,  to  returning  offenders, 
upon  fincere  repentance ;  and,  fecondly,  to 
fins  of  error,  ignorance,  inconfideration,  and| 
fuch  other  infirmities  as  are  infeparable  from 
human  nature^  and,  confequently,  are  in* 
voluntary,  and  unavoidable.     And  his  in- 
dulgence,   in  thefe  inftances,   is  perfe^y 
confident,  both  with  the  ends  of  his  govern- 
ment, and  the  authprity  of  his  kws:  Where- 
as the  fevere  fentence,  denounced  in  my  texC^ 
is  againfi:  the  wilfid,  habitual  violation  of 
£xne  known  law,  where  no  fuch  error  or 
infirmity  can  be  pleaded:  And  therefore,  if 
it  fhould  be  found,  upon  inquiry,  that  fuch 
a  violation  of  one  law  would  be  as  deilrudtive 
to  all  the  ends  of  religion,  as  univerfal  dif- 
obodienGe,  I  hope  it  will  not  ieem  hyd  cfc 
tti^uf):  to  conclude,  that  wbo/bever  flmlf  hup 
ihe  whole  law^  and  yet  offend  in  one  pointy 
be  is  guilty  of  all. 

.  Now  that  the  habitual,  wilf^  violation  of 
any  OBC  known  law  of  Go  d,  is  as  defirudive 
of  all  the  end^  of  religion,  as  univerfal  dif- 
obedigKie,  will  appear  firom  thefe  two  coa« 
fiderations: 

Firft,  That  the  authority  of  God  Is 
equally  icifulted  and  defixoyed,  by  the  ba^ 

bitual 
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bitual  voluntary  violation  of  one  law^  as  of 
all.    And, 

Secondly,  That  the  ends  of  his  government 
are  as  efiedually  defeated  by  tranfgreflion  in 
one  pointy  as  in  all. 

Firfty  I  fay  that  the  authority  of  God  is 
equally  infulted  and  deftroyed,  by  the  ha- 
bitual,  voluntary  violation  of  one  law,  as  of 
all.  And  this  is  St.  James's  argument.  All 
the  laws  of  Goo  are  injoined  by  the  fame  au« 
thority :  For  be  thatfaid^  Do  not  commit  aduU 
tery^faid  alfo^  Do  not  kill.  Now^  iftbou  com^ 
mil  no  adultery y  yet  iftboii  kill^  thou  art  become 
4t  tranfgrejfor  oft  be  law.  And  the  authori^ 
that  injcmis  that  law,  is  as  much  infulted,  as  ^ 
if  all  were  violated.  It  is  abfurd  to  pretend, 
that  we  ofibid  in  otyt  inftance  out  of  incli- 
oation,  and  obey  in  another  out  of  duty}  for 
du^  exads  univerfal  obedience.  Tou  Jhall 
toalk  in  all  tbe  ways  wbicb  tbe  Lord  your 
God batb commanded you^faitbMoSc^i  Deut. 
V.  33.  Tou  Jhall  not  turn  afide  to  tbe  rigbt^ 
band^  or  to  tbe  l^t.  Humour,  or  inclination, 
has  no^iing  to  do  with  obedience;  or,  if 
dpbg  what  we  like,  and  negleding  what  wc 
do  not  like,  beobedience,  it  is  obedience  to 
•aroiiroiRUl^  and  not  to  the  will  of  God.-— 
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And,  therefore,  this  kind  of  obedience  is  juftly 
prohibited  in  Deut.  xii.  ver.  8,  and  32* 
Te  jhall  not  do  every  man  nvbatfoever  is  righ 
in  bis  own  eyes.  Ver.  32.  What  thing  foever 
the  Lord  commdndetb  you^  ohferoe  to  do  it^^ 
!TbouJhalt  not  add  thereto^  nor  diminijbfrom 
it.  Again:  The  foul  that  doetb  augbt  pre^- 
fumptuGuJlyy  the  fame  reproacbetb  tbe  Ij>rd. 
Becaufe  be  batb  defpifed  tbe  word  of  the 
Lurdy  bis  iniquity  Jhall  be  upon  bim^  Num. 
XV-  3^1 3  !•  And,  indeed,  it  is  impoSible 
to  conceive  a  greater  reproach  upon  AlmighQf 
God, than  fuch  a  fubniiiiion  as  this :  for  it  is, 
in  reality,  to  defpife  Gob,  at  the  fame  time 
that  we  profefs  to  ferve  him ;  it  is  infuh  un- 
der the  {hew  of  obedience^  it  is  calling  off 
the  authority  of  God,  and  jfe^g  up  our  own 
pteafure  in  its  place :  and  whether  cafting  off 
the  authority  of  God  doth  not  include  in  it 
the  guilt  of  all  poffible  tranfgreffion,  let  any 
jiian  of  common  underftanding  judge. 

Again,  as  the  authority  ofGoD  is  equally 
infulted,  fo  likewife  is  it  equally  dcAroyed, 
by  offending  in  one  point,  as  by  offending  in 
all ;  for  uuiverfal  obedience  is  eflential  to  all 
legiflative  authority :  I  fay,  all  legiflative'au-* 
thority  neceffarily  and  effentially  qxsl&s  xmi-* 
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vcsr&l  obedience ;  it  would  elfe  be  ufeiefs : 
nor  could  it  poffibly  fubfift,  if  every  man 
were  allowed  to  chooie  in  what  point  he 
would  difbbey  it  j  for  the  variety  of  mens 
interefts  and  inclinations  would  neceflarily 
caufe  a  variety  in  their  choice;  and  when 
one  man  was  allowed  to  violate  one  law, . 
another  a  fecond»  and  fo  on,  what  would 
then  become  of  the  authority  that  injoined 
them,  when  every  law  in  the  whole  num« 
ber  would,  by  this  means,  be  trampled  under 
£30t,  and  tl^  legiilative  authority  defpifed 
in  every*  point  ?  I  believe  it  will  eafily  be 
allowed,  that  all  morality,  and  all  religion, 
would  quickly  perifh  in  ccmfequence  of  fuch 
anobedienoe;  and  therefore  thatwhich would 
in  its  confequence  deftroy  all  religion,  can 
never  be  conMent  v^ith  any  part  of  it. 

But,  fecondly,  As  the  authority  of  GoD 
is  equally  infulted,  and  would  be  equally 
deftroy*d,  by  the  habitual  known  violation 
of.  one  law,  as  of  all ;  fb  the  ends  of  his  go-* 
vemment  will  as  effedhially  be  defeated  by 
trani^ffion  in  one  point,  as  in  all. 

Such  is  the  infinite  goodnefs  of  Almighty 
God,  that  he  always  hath  the  happinefs  and 
welfare  of  his  creatures  in  view.    This  is 
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the  great  end  of  all  his  difpen&tiohs^  and* 
the  evident  purpofe  of  all  his  laws.  ^Thou 
Jhalt  keep  therefore  his  ftatutes^  and  bis  am^ 
mandments^  that  it  may  go  well  with  tbee^ 
and  with  thy  children  after  tbee^  was  the  con- 
ftant  %le  of  the  Old  Teftament.  And  We 
know  J  that  in  keeping  of  them  there  is  great 
reward — Happy  is  the  people ^  faitl^thc 
Pfalmijly  wbofe  God  is  the  Lord\  f(^  the 
Lord  taketh  pleafure  in  his  people^  and  they 
Jball  be  fatisfed  with  bis  goodnefs  j  tHeir 
inheritance  /hall  be  for  ever,  and  they  Jhall 
receive  a  crown  of  glory,  that  fadeth  not 
away.  And  the  whole  tenor  of  the  Scrip* 
tures  is  to  the  fame  purpofe.  It  isplain^ 
then,  that  the  great  end  of  God's  govern^ 
ing  the  world,  and  giving  laws  to  his  peo- 
ple, is  in  order  to  their  happinefs,  both  hen 
and  hereafter  3  the  perfedion  of  his  precepts 
having  a  natural  tendency  to  procure  peace^ 
and  health,  and  happinefs  of  every  kind,  in 
this  world;  and  to  inipire  fuch  a  parity  of 
jnind  and  manners  afe  will  fit  us  for  the  con- 
verfation  of  angels  and  archangels,  and  makd 
us  capable  of  the  beatitudes  of  heaven.  Now» 
that  thefe  ends  will  be  as  efFe<fhially  defeated 
by  tranfgrefiion  in  one  point,  as  in  all»  will 
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appear  from  thcfe  two  confideradons:  Firft^ 
That  the  evils  derived  upon  focie^  from 
fiach  a  tranigreifion,  will  not  be  IdTs  than 
iuch  as  would  follow  from  univerial  difbbe* 
dience.  Aod»  iecondiy^  That  the  morality 
of  the  mind  will  be  as  efifediially  defaced  fay 
habitual  impiety  in  one  infrance,  as  in  all. 

Firft»  I  iky^  the  evils  derived  upon  fociety, 
from  partial  tranfgreffions,  from  tranfgreffing 
in  one  point,  will  not  be  lefs  than  fuch  a$ 
would  follow  from  univerfal  difobedienoe ; 
fer,  firft,  one  man  may  bring  as  many  and 
as  g^eat  evils  upon  fociety,  by  repeated  ada 
of  the  lame  vice,  as  by  offending  in  as  many 
otfao:^  as  he  could.  For  example^  A  man 
that  will  not  fwear>  nor  allow  himfelf  in 
the  vioes  of  wine  and  women,  but^  wiQ 
cheat  all  mankind  when  it  is  in  his  power^ 
and  iets  himfelf  induftriouily  to  do  {o^  with 
all  the  art  and  addrefs  proper  for  fuch  a  de^ 
£gli;  I  fay,  fuch  a  man  may  unqueftiomd)ly 
do  as  much,  perhaps,  more  mifchief,  in  tfa^ 
world,  by  that  fingle  vice,  than  he  that  al-< 
lows  himfelf  the  greateft  latitude  in  finning; 
for,  as,  in  trade,  he  that  purfues  one  branch 
i^th  all  his  induffay  and  applicatbn,  is  com-- 
manly  more  fuccdlsful  in  it,  and  attains  all 
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die  ends  of  profit  and  advantage  propofed  ^ 
from  his  induftry,  more  certainly  and  uni- 
verfally  than  he  that  hath  many  projects  oa 
foot,  and  purfues  many  views  at  once  jib 
likewiie  in  vice :  he. that  hath  one  favourite 
finy  and  bends  all  his  thoughts  to  the  grati- 
fication of  that  one,  will  unqueitionably 
purfue  all  its  interefts,  and  accomplifh  all  its 
ends,  more  furely  and  fuccefsfuUy  than  he  that 
*  indulges  himfelf  in  a  varie^  of  purfuits.  For 
dififerent  views  and  purpofes  call  off  the  at* 
tdition,  and  diftra<^  the  mind;  infomudi 
diat  fome  muft  be  neglected,  and  perhaps 
none  attended  to  as  they  ought.  Befides 
Aat,  the  interefls  of  different  vices  often 
interfile,  and  deftroy  each  other ;  infomuch 
that  if  a  man  endeavour  to  be  more  wicked, 
he  oftentimes  finds  himfelf  under  a  necefiity 
of  being  lefs  fo,.  in  efiefi:,  than  otherwiic  he 
would  have  been. 

•  Again,  A  man  that  indulges  himfelf  but 
in  one  fin,  is  lefs  fufpedted;  and  confe- 
qvently  may  attain  all  the  ends  of  his  vil- 
kny  at  once,  with  more  fecrecy  and  fecurity. 
When  a  man  throws  oflF  all  appearance  of 
confcience  and  religion,  mankind  are  upon 
0ieir  guard  againft  him  >  there  is  fomething 
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fb  hideous  and  deteilable  in  avowed,  bare-* 
faced  viUainy^that  the  whole  world  is  alarmed 
at  it,  abhors  and  flies  it :  and  it  will  be 
hard  ibr  fuch  a  one  to  gain  his  ends  upon 
the  meaneft mortal:  whereas  partial  wicked^ 
nefs  is  covered  and  diiguifed  by  the  appear*- 
ance  of  fbme  virtues  that  go  along  with  it, 
that  ihroud  and  fupport  it,  and  cover  its 
deformity  ^tnn  the  world;  and  therefore  it 
very  often  attains  its  ends,  fafe,  and  unfu- 
ipeded.  It  is  evident  therefore,  that  the 
evils  derived  upon  fociety,  from  tranfgrefl^ 
ing  in  particular  inflances,  will  not  be  lefs 
than  fiich  as  would  follow  from  univerfal 
diibbedience. 

In  the  next  place,  that  all  morality  in  the 
mind  will  likewife  be  as  efFedtually  defaced, 
by  habitual  iniquity  in  one  inflance,  as  in 
all,  will  appear,  if  we  confidcr, 

Firfl,  That  the  great  law  of  charity,  or 
univerfal  good-will  to  mankind,  is  the  foun- 
tain and  principle  of  all  morality :  all  fin 
againfl '  our  neighbour  is  a  tranfgrefiion  of 
ibis  law :  the  law  is  general,  and  the  fe- 
veral  particular  duties  of  life  are  contained 
under  it.  And  therefore  he  that  allows 
toiriolate  the  general  law,  doth  vir- 
tually 
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tually  tian%refs  all  the  particulars  included 
in  it;  as  he  t^  cuts  o£F  the  trunk  <^  a 
tree  doth  eflfedually  cut  down  every  branch 
^t  (boots  out  from  it.  And  therefofc 
St  yames  argues  very  r^^itly :  If  thou  d§ 
not  cwmit  adultery^  yet  if  thm  kiiiy  tb&u 
art  become  a  tranfgreffor  of  the  law.  That 
is,  the  law  of  love  5  or,  as  he  himfelf  ex- 
preflethit,  the  royal  law.  For,  faith  he>  if 
you  fulfil  the  royal  law  according  to  the 
Scriptures^  Thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
ibyfelf  ye  do  well.  The  great  law  of  love, 
or,  as  liie  moralifts  exprefs  it,  of  univer^ 
benevolence,  obliges  us  to  do  all  manner 
of  good  to  all  mankind,  and  to  abftain  from 
all  manner  of  evil.  And  it  is  certain,  that 
if  we  are  influenced  by  any  regard  to  this 
law,  all  the  duties  of  it  will  be  equally  fav- 
ored to  us :  aiul  therefore  if  we  could  look 
into  the  hearts  of  thofe  men  that  idlow 
themfelves  in  the  committal  of  particular 
fins,  we  fhould  find,  that  they  only  abffaun 
from  others,  either  through  want  of  incli«* 
nation,  or  ability,  or  fear  of  greater  evlL 
Firfl,  I  fay,  for  want  of  inclination ;  for, 
as  corrupt  as  the  world  is,  yet  it  hath  pleafed 
God  fo  to  oppofe  and  balance  the  vices  and 
4  paffions 
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paffions  of  men,  that  fcarce  any  are  inclined 
to  univerfai  depravity :  or,  if  they  were  in* 
dined,  they  are  not  able.  The  powers  <A 
men  are  very  happily  limited  by  Goo,  nA 
no  man  is  fuffident  for  univerfai  tranigref^ 
fion:  and  happy  is  it,  that  they  are  not ;  for 
if  partial  and  limited  wickednefs  product 
fo  much  mifchi^  in  the  world,  what  viP6uld 
become  of  it,  if  the  abilities  of  evil  mes 
were  unlimited,  and  it  were  expoied  to 
boundlefs  and  utiiverfal  iniquity  ?  But,  at  chci 
fame  time,  certainly  there  is  no  kind  of  vir«- 
tuein  ahftainkig  from  a  vice  from  which  wtt 
have  an  averfion>  or  which  we  are  not  abte 
to  commit. 

Again,  though  men  are  able  and  inclined 
to  vice,  yet  diey  are  often  reftrained  from 
it  through  &ar  of  greater  evil.  It  hadi 
pleafed  God  (b  to  conftitute  his  laws,  that 
die  violation  of  them  is  not  only  attended 
with  eternal  punifliment,  but  liketvife  with 
temporal  inconvenience  $  infomuch  that  evil 
and  afflidion  are  the  natural,  and  almoft  in- 
feparable  attendants  of  vice:  pain,  poverty, 
and  in&my,  wait  upon  it:  and  it  is  no  won- 
der, if  Aefe  very  often  affright  their  vota- 
riesin  their waiineftpurfuits; 

For 


r 


12      Unhoerfal  Rigbtewjnefs  Ser«  u 

'  For  example ;  There  are  fbme  vices  at- 
tended with  confiderable  expence ;  fuch  as 
luxury  and  intemperance :  ^and  thcfe  fome 
men  abftain  frian^  becaiifr^  as  wdil  as  they. 

th$y  ace  loth.  tQ  jfidulge  in  them, 


at  the  hazard  of  that  poverty  and  ruin  that 
awaits  them.  There  are  others>  who,  tho*^ 
perhaps  they  could  bear  the  expence,  yet 
have  not  a  conititution  to  fupport  them  in 
thepurfuit;  and  therefore  they  abftab^  he^' 
cauie  health  and  life  are  dever  to  ihem« 
There  is  a  tiurd  fort,  who,  tho'  their  fix- 
tune  anc)..  CQnftitution  would  bear  them  one 
u  their  qdravagance,  yet  are  with-held  fay 
oppofite  principles  or  purfuits :  their  avarice 
will  not  let^hon;  ihame  forbids  them;  re- 
putation,  fear  of  authority,  or  perfons  tfaey 
have  a  dependence  upon,  check  their  courfe. 
It  is  true,  the  world  has  the  advantage  X)f 
their  abftinepce,  and  they  themfelves  fliun, 
in  a  good  naeafure,  the  numerous  inconve- 
niencies  of  their  vices;  but  yet  it  is  evident^ 
that  in  the  eye  of  God  they  are  not  inoor 
cent  s  but  are,  in  fome  degree,  guilty  of  all 
the  wickednefs  they  had  at  heart  to  per^ 
petrate:  and  from  which  they  were  not 
with-held  by  any  motive  of  confcience,  o^ 

fear 
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fear  of  God.  But  yet,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  were  hard  to  conclude  thefe  men  under 
equal  guilt  with  thofe  that  allow  themfelves 
a  full  loofe  in  finning :  becaufe  there  feems 
to  be  fomedegreeof  virtue  in  being  withi>held 
by  fhame^  and  fear,  aiid  fuch  other  bars  and 
xeftraints,  as  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  lay  upon 
us^  in  our  way  to  vice. 

In  the  next  place,  that  all  mwality  in  the 
mind  will  as  effedhially  be  deftroyed  by  ha* 
bitual  iniquity  in  one  inftance,  as  in  all;  will 
appear,  if  we  confider,  that  the  moral  vir- 
tues have  a  near  relation,  and  are  clofely 
connected  with  one  another :  and  the  break- 
ing of  one  link  will  effedually  difiblve  the 
whole  chain.  And  that  this  is  no  (pecula- 
tion^ but  true  in  fadt,  will  appear,  if  we 
confider,  that  one  fin  lajrs  men  almoft  under 
a  neceffity  of  committing  others ;  as  rob- 
bers are  ibmetimes  forced  to  murder,  ih 
their  own  defence  y  and  murders  firequently 
beget  other  murders,  to  prevent  difcovery. 
Thus  it  is  obvious,  that  lyars  will  fwear,  to 
fupport  their  falfhood;  and  drunkards  mufl 
be  idle  and  extravagant,  and  liable,  at  leaft^ 
to  every  other  vice.  Thus  It  was  notorious, 
in  the  primitive  ages  of  Chriflianity,  that 
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jfij^fmflrics  eaiily  became  heretics;  here- 
tics, idolaters;  and  idolaters^^  murderers :  and 
it  k  too  well  known,  that  fome  men,  fr<Hn 
liaving  been  long  pradifers  of  vice,  become 
in  ^  end  patrons,  advocates,  and  zealous 
jcoommenders  of  it :  which  is  furely  the  laft 
iBiagineable  degree  of  abandoned  corrup- 
tion*. 

.  Homer  informs  us  of  Gytemneftra^  fhzt 
Ihe  began  with  cruelty  and  ingratitude,  in 
fcanifhing  her  guardian;  fhe  then  proceeded 
to  adultery;  that  was  fucceeded  by  hypocrify^ 

:kery 


Xkf  devotion,  in  thanking  the  gods  for  ths 
fuccefs  of  her  guilt :  and  fhe  ended  in  mur- 
iler.  And  the  reafon  of  all  this  is  manifeft : 
vices  beg^  one  another,  like  difeaies ;  and 
it  is  in  the  mind  as  in  the  body,  one  ulce- 
xated  and  corrupt  part  drains  even  the  beft 
ihumours  to  feed  it,  and  converts  them  into 
like  corruption. 

But  to  purfue  this  matter  a  little  niore 
^oiely;  let  a  nun  refolve  to  renounce  every 

*  How  far  this  may  be  the  cafe  of  die  celebratifl 
muAor  of  Letters  on  the  fpirit  of  Patriotifm^  in  hia 
apology  fcr  fenfual  Indulgcnciet  in  %  Aateunan,  Page 
%o^  31.  his  owncoiifcicncc  will  beft  determine 
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other   fin»    and  yet  allow  himfelf  in  the 
fingleviceofdrunkenncfs:  In  allowing  him- 
fdf  in  this  vice,  he  muft  be  idle  and  extra- 
ijtg^t,  he  muft  n^led;  his  family,  impair 
his  reafon,  lus  health,  and  his  fortune,  and 
hafben  his  end :  he  isincapable  of  difcharg- 
ing,  9s  he  ought,  any  one  duty  to  himfelf^ 
his  Creator,  or  his  country  ^  he  is  at  the 
fame  time  in  the  power  of  every  vice  ima- 
IpnaUc)   kwdnefs  in  its  worft  forms  and 
abominations;  wrath,  revenge,  blafphemyt 
he  is,  upon  the  apoftle's  principle,  worfe 
than  an  infidd,  becauTe  he  n^le&s  to  pro- 
vide £x  hb  own  houfe :  he  is  a  bad  huf- 
band,  a  bad  £tther,  a  bad  friend ;  he  vio* 
lates  every  duty  to  God,  and  to  his  neigh- 
bour«     He  tfan%refles  (as  occafion  offers) 
every  one  of  the  Ted  Commandments :  his 
belly  18  his  god ;  he  is  the  idolater  of  his 
l«)uor;  he  takes  the  Lord's  name  in  vain 
every  moment ;.  he  profanes  the  fabbath,  he 
disflbonoors  his  parents,  he  murders  his  befl 
fidends,  and  betrays  their  fecrets ;  he  com- 
mits ndultcry,  in  his  heart,  with  every  wof 
man  he  looks  t^xm :  he  robs  his  children 
and  wife  of  their  fupport,  and  their  inhe- 
ritiinoe;  im  tiMti  every  foUy  and  falihood 

that 
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that  coihes  into  his  head ;  and  he  covets 
every  thing  his  filly  eyes  are  fet  upon.  So 
that  we  may  fay  of  this  vice  as  of  the  evil 
i^irit  in  the  gofpel  ^  it  is  not  a  fingle  devil, 
but  it  is  legion. 

Again,  Let  a  man  refolve  to  allow  him-' 
ielf  only  in  the  conmiittal  of  one  other 
fin  5  viz.  to  exaA,  extort,  and  opprcfs  every 
man  in  his  power,  fi-om  day  to  day,  and 
firom  year  to  year ;  to  grind  the  face  of  the 
poor,  and  to  inrich  himfelf  by  their  fpoils  :' 
can  it  be  made  a  doubt,  one  moment,  whe- 
ther a  man  of  this  character  be  not  com- 
pletely wicked  ?  whether  there  be  one  cor-' 
ruption  in  human  nature  that  is  not  deep  at 
his  heart?  and  whether  this  fingle  man  may 
not  do  more  evil  iii  the  world,  in  the 
courfe  of  fuch  a  life,  than  a  thoufand  other* 
men,  who  might  occafionally  violate  every 
one  of  the  Ten  Conmiandments  ?  Or,  take 
the  matter  in  a  far  lefs  flagrant  inflance;  let 
a  man  refolve  to  allow  himfelf  only  in  the 
committal  of  this  one  fin ;  viz.  To  cheat 
and  over-reach  others  in  his  dealings,  as 
often  and  as  much  as  he  can— -To  compafs 
this  end,  mufl  he  not  endeavour  to  appear 
))onef);  and  fair  in  his  dealings  ?  muflhenot 
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lye  at  leaft,  perhaps  too,  fwear,  to  gain  credit 
to  his  fmooth  afTeverations  and  pretences  ? 
that  is,  in  one  word,  muft  he  not  allow 
himfelf  in  all  the  arts  of  hypocrify,  perjury, 
faUhood,  and  fraud,  as  well  as  injuftice? 
Does  not  this  habit  alfo  include  in  it  the 
guilt  of  the  robber  that  aflaults  you  in  the 
highway,  and  the  thief  that  invades  you  by 
night  ?  Is  he  not  the  author  of  that  poverty 
that  ftarves  your  family  to  death,  that  tempts 
you  to  all  forts  of  vice  and  villainy,  and  to 
barter  your  confcience  and  religion  for  bread  ? 
To  fay  nothing  of  the  evils  he  brings  upon 
the  fair  and  honeft  dealers,  whom  he  caufes 
to  be  treated  as  knaves  and  villains;  whofe 
honefty,  however  fincere,  muft  always  be 
fufpedted,  for  his  fake,  who  abufes  all  the 
marks  and  chara&ers  of  honefty,  to  all  the 
purpofes  of  villainy  *.     And  therefore  does 
not  this  one  habit  virtually  include  in  it  all 
kinds  of  evil  and  impiety  ?  And  confequently 
do  you  not  tranfgrefs  the  whole  law,  when 
you  offend  in  this  one  point  ? 

TdtrSfj^^SfOT/iuiittff^ia^i^fti,    iEfchin,  in  Cteiiphon- 
ticm,  pag.  6}.  edit.  OxoQ. 
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To  illuilrate  this  in  one  inftance  more: 
Let  a  man  difclaim  all  other  vices,  and  al- 
low himfelf  only  in  this  one  i  mz.  To  cor-^ 
rupt  and  ruin  die  virtue  of  as  many  women 
as  come  in  his  way:  he  will  not  fteal,  becaufe 
perhaps  his  bread  depends  upon  the  credit 
of  his  honefty;  perhaps,  too,  the  fuccefs  of 
his  vice  depends,  in  fome  meafure,  upon  his 
being  thought  a  man  of  honour.  He  will 
not  fteal,  that  is,  he  will  not  defraud  you  of 
a  trifle ;  yet,  at  the  fame  time,  he  will  not 
fcruple  to  rob  his  neareft  friend  of  the 
greateft  blefling  of  his  life,  the  affedion, 
efleem,  and  virtue  of  his  wife :  nor  will  he 
fcruple  to  rob  that  dear  friend's  children  of 
their  inheritance,  by  fubftituting  his  own 
fpurious  ifliie  in  their  place.  He  will  not 
rob,  nor  murder,  upon  the  road,  becaufe 
he  fears  the  gallows  -,  but  then  he  will  run 
in  debt  with  all  mankind,  and  is  perfedlly 
carelefs  how  many  poor  families  are  ruined 
by  his  extravagance :  or  fay,  he  pays  his 
debts,  and  performs  his  contracts  in  the 
common  aflfairs  of  life,  is  he  religious  in 
fo  doing  ?  Quite  otherwife :  perhaps  his 
livelihood  depends  upon  it ;  nor  would  he 
otherwife  have  wherewithal  to  fupport  him 

ia 


Ser.  I.  necejfary  to  Social Honefty.   19 

in  the  purfuit  of  his  favourite  fin :  fo  that 
it  is  not  religion^  but  rather  irreligion,  that 
hinders  him  from  committing  that  fin ;  one 
vice  forbids  another* 

There  is  fomething  fo  grofs  and  (hocking 
in  this  vice  of  corrupting  Women,  that  it 
is  hardly  poflible  to  expofe  it  as  it  ought : 
it  is  like  fome  deformed  creatures,  too  foul 
and  too  loathfome  to  be  handled ;  its  tur- 
pitude defends  it  1  the  bare  mention  of  it 
is  almoft  an  offence  to  modefly :  and  yet, 
whoever  has  lived  long  enough  in  the  world, 
to  obferve  the  dreadful  effefts  of  it,  will 
eafily  conclude  it  infinitely  flagitious  and  de- 
teftable!  and  to  convince  you,  that  it  is 
fo,  we  need  only  mention  this  one  cha- 
radler  of  it,  that  it  delights,  above  all  others, 
in  the  ruin  of  innocence  and  virtue,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  dcvilifh. 

And,  if  we  add  to  this,  the  mifery  and 
defolation  it  derives  upon  all  families,  from 
the  higheil  to  the  loweft ;  the  corruption  of 
body  and  mind  5  the  infamy,  the  poverty, 
the  proftitution,  to  which  it  betrays  the  moft 
helplefs  of  the  nioft  heavenly  part  of  the 
creation,  we  (hall  juftly  conclude  it  under 
a  complication  of  unfpeakable  guilty  and 

C  2  con-     "j 


ao      Univerfal  Rigbteoufnefs  Ser.  i. 

cohfequenfly,  that  he  that  offends  in  thil 
one  point,  is  completely  guilty  of  all*. 

And 'the  like  may  be  obferved  of  all 
other  vices  whatfocvcri  for  vices  are  in 
alliance  and  combination  with  one  another 
as  well  as  virtues ;  and  any  one,  in  a  very 
high  degree,  implies  all  the  reft.  It  is  im- 
poHible  to  indulge  one  evil  habit  writhout 
indulging  many  others  at  the  fame  time ; 
or  at  leaft  contra»Sting  fuch  a  depravity  of 
mind  as  difpofes  a  man  to  tranfgreinon  and 
difobedience,  in  all  other  inftances  as  well 
as  that  J  and  confcquently  kills  all  virtue 
within  him. 

And  fince  one  dellgn  of  the  divine  laws 
is  (as  I  before  obferved)  to  infpire  fuch  a 

*  AnJ  here  wc  may  give  a  direft  anfwer  to  that  qu«- 
ftion  wilh  which  a  modern  advocate  for  vice  infuJts  this 
doctrine  from  the  mouth  of  Htnry  IV.  of  Franct^  in  his 
anfwer  to  2.  Spanijh  ambaflador.  The  ambaflkdor,  in 
acquitting  his  mafter  from  any  criminal  commerce  with 
ivomen,  caft  an  implied  refleftion  upon  the  king's  licen- 
tioufnels  that  way;  upon  which,  Htnry,  who  felt  the 
reproach,  afk'd  him,  fybithtr  bis  mafttr  had  nat  virtutt 
^naugh  ta  (ever  ant  vke  ( EHay  on  a  Patriot  King,  Page 
aoi-J?  I  anfwer.  He  had  not,  nor  any  man  that  ever 
"was,  or  ever  will  be,  born  intd  the  world  ;  and  for  this 
4>laia  reafon:  he  that  hath  one,  habitual,  indulged  vice, 
hath  not  one  virtue.  Sec  Page  aj,  24.  of  this  dif- 
cquifer 

purity 


Ser.  !•  necejfary  to  Social  Honefiy.  2 1 

purity  of  mind  and  manners,  as  might  fit 
us  for  the  conver&tion  of  angels  and  arch- 
angels, and  the  beatitudes  of  Heaven ;  and 
fince  habitual  iniquity^  in  any  one  inftance^ 
depraves  the  mind  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to 
deface  all  morality  and  purity  from  it ;  it 
is  evident,  tliat  this  end  of  the  divine  go- 
vernment will  alfo  be  as  effeAqaily  defeated 
by  tranigreHion  in  one  point,  as  in  all. 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  the  fevera\ 
heads  I  propofed  to  treat  on  in  this  dif- 
courfe:  and  I  hope  I  have  fhewn,  to  youc 
intire  fatisfaftion,  firft.  That  the  authority 
of  God  is  equally  infulted  and  deftroyed 
by  the  habitual  known  violation  of  one 
law,  as  of  all.  Secondly,  That  the  ends  of 
his  government  would  as  effedhially  be  de- 
feated by  tranigreffion  in  one  point,  as  in 
all,  Thefe  ends,  I  Ihew'd  you,  were  the 
happin^fs  of  his  creatures  in  this  world,  and 
fuch  a  purity  of  mind  and  manners  as  might 
fit  and  prepare  us  for  the  beatitudes  of 
Heaven,  As  to  die  firft  of  thefe,  I  fhew'd 
you,  that  the  evils  derived  upon  fociety, 
from  tranfgrefl&ons  in  particular  inftances, 
would  not  be  lefs  than  fuch  as  \yould  fol- 
Iqw  from  univerfal  difobedience  ^  and  con- 
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fequcntly  that  the  happinefs  of  God's  crea- 
tures in  this  world  would  as  efFedhtally  be 
defeated,  by  offending  in  one  point,  as  by 
offending  in  all.  And,  fecondly,  I  fhew'd 
you,  that  all  virtue,  all  morality  in  the 
minds  of  men,  will  as  effeftually  be  defaced 
by  habitual  iniquity  in  one  inftance,  as  in  all; 
and  confequently,  that  it  will  render  them 
equally  and  utterly  difqualified  for  the  bea- 
titudes of  Heaven. 

The  inferences  deducible  from  this  doc- 
trine are  very  obvious : 

And,  firft.  It  is  obvious  to  obferve  from 
it,  that  refinement  and  perfedtion  of  virtue, 
introduced  into  the  world  by  the  Chriffian 
religion.  My  brethren,  is  this  no  more  than 
heathen  morality  ?  Did  their  utmoft  extent 
of  wifdom  fo  much  as  fuggeft  to  them  an 
idea  of  any  thing  fo  exalted  and  accom-  . 
plifhed  ?  Had  even  the  Jews^  who  were  in- 
finitely better  informed,  any  notion  of  fuch 
excellence?  Quite  otherwife !  they  imagined 
that  a  zeal  for  any  one  virtue  atoned  for 
negligence  and  iniquity  in  all  the  reft :  nay, 
have  the  boldeft  advocates  for  heathen  per- 
fedion  any  idea  of  it  to  this  day?  Is  it  not 
yet  a  paradox,  even  to  the  beft  Chriftlans  ? 
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And  yet,  upon  inquiry,  all  depends  upon  it ! 
not  the  purity  of  religion  and  virtue  only, 
but  their  very  effence  j  and,  in  confequence 
of  that,  the  perfe£tion  and  liappinefs  of  the 
whole  race  of  Adam^  both  in  heaven  and  in 
earth. 

In  the  next  place,  we  may  infer  from  this 
dodrine,  the  neceffity  of  inquiring  into  our 
own  ftate,  and  examining  whether  we  in- 
dulge ourfelves  in  any  one  habit  of  vice ; 
for,  if  we  do,  all  our  imaginary  virtues  will 
avail  us  nothing :  we  may  perhaps  do  fome 
good  in  the  world ;  but  then  we  cannot  do 
it  from  a  principle  of  virtue.  Can  the  Jame 
fountain^  my  brethren,  fend  forth  fweet 
water  and  bitter  ?  No ;  if  we  are  thus  vir- 
tuous, we  are  virtuous  upon  the  very  fame 
principles  that  we  are  vicious;  becaufe  it 
pleafes  us,  and  is  agreeable  to  us :  we  are 
virtuous  to  gain  the  efteem  of  men,  or  to 
gratify  our  vanity,  or  to  comply  with  a 
ftrong  natural  propenfity :  we  are  virtuous 
for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  hiftorian  ob- 
ferves  of  QitOy  Becaufe  he  could  not  be 
otberwife  5  but  by  no  means  upon  a  prin- 
ciple of  religion  or  confcience :  for,  if  we 
pra(Sifed  any  one  virtue,  becaufe  Goo  had 
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commanded  it,  we  fliould  certainly  pradtife 
every  other  in  our  power,  for  the  fame  rea- 
fon :  and,  if  we  avoided  any  one  vice,  purely 
becaufe  God  had  forbidden  it,  we  fliould 
certainly  avoid  every  other  for  the  fame 
reaibn  :  and  therefore,  if  we  allow  ourfelves 
in  any  one  vice,  it  is  certain  we  are  not 
bleiled  with  any  one  virtue. 

From  hence  we  may  infer  (and  indeed 
it  is  melancholy  to  rcfledt  upon  it)  the  low 
condition  of  virtue  in  the  world !  for,  if  we 
llrike  off  all  thofe  virtues  that  were  born 
with  us,  that  is,  wliich  we  pradife  merely 
in  confequence  of  our  natural  ternper  and 
conftitution ;  all  thofe  that  education  hath 
inculcated,  and  habits  confirmed,  without  the 
impulfe  or  afliftance  of  religion  5  all,  that 
fear,  fliame,  reputation,  and  awe  of  autho- 
rity, have  bound  upon  us,  without  regard  to 
^onfcience,  or  the  fear  of  God ;  alas!  what 
will  remain  with  us  at  the  foot  of  the  ac- 
count !  We  fhall  indeed  have,  in  fome  mca- 
fure,  the  temporal  felicity  of  many  virtues, 
and  the  world  will  have  fome  advantage  from 
them  3  but  where  will  be  the  merit,  or  the 
reward?  It  is  true,  thefe  good  difpofitions 
are  th^  furcft  foundations  of  virtue  5  and,  if 
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improved  and  cultivated  from  a  fenfe  of  re- 
ligion, will,  without  queftion,  intitle  us  to 
the  beatitudes  of  Heaven :  but  furely  it  is 
much  to  be  feared,  there  is  lefs  real  virtue 
of  this  fort  in  the  world  than  is  commonly 
imagined.  If  the  church  of  Rome  had  con- 
fidered  this  as  they  ought;  if  they  had  re- 
fle6ted,  that  no  virtue  can  be  placed  to  any 
mail's  account,  further  than  as  he  pradifcd 
it  from  a  fenfe  of  confcience,  and  duty  to- 
wards GoD;  and  that,  even  there,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  divine  grace  left  him  but 
ihiall  (hare  in  the  merit  ^  and  that  no  vir- 
tue, ilriftly  fpeaking,  was  confiftent  with 
any  habit  of  vice ;  they  would  find  their 
fund  of  inerit  much  lower  than  they  ima- 
jgine  (or  at  leaft  pretend) ;  and  confcquendy 
that  proud,  prefumptuous,  pernicious  doc- 
trine would  fall  with  it.  They  would  find, 
that  np  flejQi  could  boafl  in  his  fight,  who 
is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity ;  that, 
ihould  he  be  extreme  to  mark  what  is  done 
amifs^  0  Lordy  who  mi^ht  abide  it !  In  one 
word,  they  would  quickly  conclude,  with 
cur  BlefTed  Saviour,  Thaty  when  they  had 
4one  ally  they  w(re  unprofitable  fervants^ 
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In  the  laft  place,  from  the  dcxSrine  of 
my  text,  we  may  infer  the  neceffity  of  guard- 
ing againft  our  favourite  vice.  It  is  agreed, 
that  every  man  living  is  more  prone  to 
fome  vices  than  to  others :  the  corruption 
of  our  nature  difpofes  itfelf  differently,  ac- 
cording to  our  different  conftituUons  and 
habits ;  and  the  point  that  tends  to,  is  our 
favourite  vice ;  which  we  are  fludious  to  re- 
prefent  in  the  mofl  favourable  light,  and  lef- 
fen  the  malignity  of  it  with  all  our  art  and 
induflry :  we  intercede  for  it,  as  Lot  did  for 
Zoar^  Is  it  not  a  little  one  ?  and  flatter  our- 
felvcs,  that  we  may  compound  with  God 
for  one  fin ;  and  that,  if  we  difcharge  our 
duty  in  other  points,  he  will  not  be  extreme 
to  call  us  to  account  for  this  one :  little 
confidering,  that  every  habit  of  vice  is  a  mor- 
tal fin ;  and  that  one  mortal  difeafe  is  as  in- 
confiflent  with  health,  and  as  deadly,  as  a 
thoufand;  that  a  mortification,  or  a  gangrene, 
may  as  well  begin  from  one  point,  as  from 
any  number ;  and  will  as  effedtually  over- 
run the  whole  man;  that  vices  are  con- 
nedled;  and  that  one  fin,  admitted  to  our 
heart,  is  like  that  evil  fpirit  in  the  gofpel, 
who,  when  he  had  taken  poflfeffion,  brought 
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with  bim  /even  more  fpirits^  nvorfe  than 
bimfelf.  And,  laftly,  That  we  have  fcarce 
more  than  one  fin  to  conteft  with,  the  Jin 
that  does  fo  eafily  befet  us ;  that,  tho*  this 
world  be  a  ftate  of  warfare,  yet  have  we, 
for  the  moft  part,  but  one  mighty  enemy 
to  combat ;  the  refl  are  weak,  and  eafily  de« 
feated.  The  corruption  of  our  nature  diA 
pofes  itfelf  to  one  point ;  and  there,  as  in 
the  breach  of  a  fortrefs,  we  jfhould  be 
particularly  watchful,  becaufe  there  is  our 
greateft  danger.  And  if  we  are  fo  falfe  to 
ourfelves,  and  to  the  Captain  of  our  falva- 
tion,  as  bafely  to  defert  or  furrender  the  poft 
he  has  appointed  us  to  maintain ;  how  fiiall 
we  dare  to  appear  before  him !  efpccially 
when  we  were  aiTured  of  his  fupport  in  the 
confliift,  and  might  have  taken  up  the  whole 
armour  of  God  for  our  defence ;  whereby 
we  fhould  be  enabled  to  quench  all  the  fiery 
darts  of  the  wicked  one^  and  to  Jiand  in 
the  day  of  battle.  Stand  therefore y  my  bre- 
thren, in  the  name  of  God;  having  your 
loins  girt  with  truths  and  having  on  the 
breaft'plate  oj  righteoufnefs\  and  take  the 
helmet  of  Jalvation^  and  the  /word  of  the 
Spirit^  'which  is  the  word  of  God,  praying 
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always^  with  all  prayer  and  fupplication  in 
the  Jpirit^  and  watching  thereto  with  all 
perfeverance^  that  ye  may  be  found  faith- 
ful in  the  day  of  trial. ^Which  God  of 

his  infinite  mercy  grant,  through  the  mc^ 
^its  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Chuist^ 
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Ephes.  V.  33. 

Never tbelefsy  let  every  one  of  you  in 
particular  y  fo  love  bis  wife  even 
as  bimfelf'y  and  tbe  wife  fee  that 
Jhe  reverence  bj^^  bujband. 

*  If©-  . 

THE  apofli.,.^jprmcipaldefign,  in  this 
epiille  to  the  Epbefiam^  is^  to  deter 
thefe  new  converts  from  all  thofe  corruptions 
that  reigned  in  the  heathen  world,  and  ex- 
hort them  to  that  purity  of  life  and  manners, 
injoined  by  the  gofpel :  that  they  ihould  put 
off^  concerning  tbe  former  converfationy  tbe 
old  man^  wbicb  is  corrupt  according  to  tbe 
deceitful  lufis ;  and  be  renewed  in  tbe  fpirit 
of  tbeir  mindy  putting  on  tbe  new  man^  which 
after  God  is  created  in  right eoufnefs  and 
true  boUneJi. 

Many  of  the  deities  worfhiped  by  the 
iteathen  world,  were  the  greateft  monfters 
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of  iniquity  and  uncleannefs,  that  ever  were 
heard  of.     And  therefore  it  is  no  wonder, 
if  their  worfliipcrs  thought  there  was  no  evil 
in  thofe  adtions,  which  were  authorized  by 
the  example  of  their  gods.   Nay,  on  the  con- 
trary, forafmuch  as  all  religion  direfts  us  to 
the  imitation  of  what  we  adore,  hence  it 
came  to  pafs,  that  the  inoft  flagitious  and 
monflrous  impurities  were  not  onlypraftifed, 
but  injoined,  injoined  as  neceflary  rites  of 
adoration,  and  aftually  performed  in  their 
very  temples.     And  a  this  was  the  praftice 
in  many  other  places,       vas  remarkably  fo 
at  Epbefus  (whither  thi«  ^ftle  is  direded), 
as  we  are  iaflured  by  Strabo  and  Athenaus. 
And  therefore  the  apoftle's  defign,  in  this 
epiftle,  is  to  reclaim  his  converts  of  that  city 
from  thofe  abominations,  to  which  tliey  were 
before  devoted. 

And,  in  order  to  do  this,  he  gives  them 
to  underftand,  that  the  God  they  were  now 
taught  to  worfhip,  was  a  Being  of  infinite  per- 
feftion  and  purity:  and  therefore  to  make  their 
adoration  acceptable  to  him,  they  niuft  put  off 
their  former  pollution,  and  imitate  his  purity: 
they  muft  put  of  the  old  man^  which  is  cor-- 
rupt  according  to  the  deceitful  lujls  i  and  put 
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m  the  new  many  which  after  God  is  crem- 
ated in  rigbteoujnefs  and  true  holinefs. 

For,  however  the  guilt  of  their  former 
corruptions  might  be  alleviated  from  the 
ignorance  in  which  they  were  then  involved, 
yet  were  they  now,  from  the  advantage  of 
better  information  and  inftrudion,  altogether 
without  excufe,  if  they  conunitted  the  fame 
enormities.  For,  laith  he,  ye  were  fometimes 
darknefsy  but  now  are  ye  light :  but  forni-* 
cation^  and  all  uncleannefs^  let  it  not  be  once 
named  among  you^  as  becometb  faints.  For 
this  ye  know^  that  no  whoremonger ^  or  un-^ 
clean  perfon^  bath  any  inheritance  in  the 
kingdom  of  Cbrift  and  of  God. 

And  foon  after  this,  the  apoftle  fubjoins 
the  du^  of  hufbands  and  wives ;  the  duty  of 
fubmiilion  and  refpedt  in  the  one,  and  of 
love  and  tendemefs  in  the  other :  modeftly 
implying,  that  a  religious  regard  to  the  ma- 
trimonial contra<3:  was  the  moft  natural  and 
rational  method  of  avoiding  thofe  fenfual 
corruptions,  into  which  the  heathen  world 
was  funk.  And  when  he  hath  fhewn,  that 
the  original  union  of  one  man  with  one  wo- 
man was  aa  emblem  of  the  myflical  union 
of  Christ  and  his  Church,  he  adds,  Ne-^ 
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verthelefi^  let  every  one  of  you  in  parti cu^ 
lar^  &c.  That  is,  But  whatever  this  myftery 
maybe,  however,  fetting  afide  the  myftery, 
let  every  one  of  you  in  particular^  fo  love  bif 
wife  even  as  bimfelf;  and  the  wife  fee  that 
Jhe  reverence  her  hujband. 

Having  thus  explained  the  occafion  and 
intent  of  thefe  words,  I  now  proceed,  from 
them,  to  lay  down  to  you  the  duties  of  the 
married  ftate. 

I  fhall  begin  with  the  hufband's  duty  to  hisi 
wife.  And  this  may  be  reduced  to  thefe 
three  heads;  love,  fidelity,  andfupport. 

Firft,  Hufbands  are  to  love  their  wives. 
And  this  they  are  engaged  to  do,  from  all  the 
natural  and  moral  motives  that  can  influence 
a  rational  creature. 

And,  firft,  it  is  obferved,  that  an  equality 
is  neceflary  to  the  eftablifhment  of  an  intire 
aftedtion  and  friendship  in  life.  For  this  rea- 
ion,  t5n:ants  and  flaves  are  no  more  to  be 
tied  together  in  the  bands  of  love,  than  an 
afs  and  an  elephant  can  be  hamefTed  under 
one  yoke.  Equality  is  neceflary  to  union; 
and  dierefore  love  is  obferved,  either  to  find 
all  perfons  equal,  or  to  make  them  fo.  This 
the  great  Author  of  our  nature  well  knew, 
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and  therefore  he  created  the  firft  pair  perfe^y 
equal ;  and,  to  exprefs  this  equality^  as  di*- 
vinea  ohierve,  he  fonned  Eve  from  Adam'^ 
fide :  the  woman  was  taken  from  that  part, 
rather  than  from  any  other,  either  higher  or 
lower,  to  fignify,  that  fhe  is  neither  her  huf-^ 
band's  mifbefs,  nor  yet  his  ilave :  that  as  fhe 
18  not  to  infult,  fo  (he  is  not  to  be  infulted  % 
but  to  be  treated  upon  a  foot  of  natural  equaf- 
U^,  with  af{e£tion  and  regard. 

Again,  union  is  neceflary  to  love;  to 
have  the  fame  defires  and  averiions.  For  this 
reafbn,  God  Almighty  made  the  firf):  pair  of 
one  flefb*  Aiid  Adam  faid^  This  is  nm)  bone 
of  my  bmes^  and  flejh  of  my  flejh ;  Jhe  Jball 
be  aUled  womany  becaufe  Jhe  nvas  taken  out  of 
tnan. 

And  this  natural  union  of  the  firft  pair  was 
but  an  emblem  of  that  moral  and  myflical 
union,  that  was  to  be  efbbliihed  between  all 
fucceeding  pairs,  that  fhould  be  joined  to- 
gedier  in  the  holy  fbte  of  matrimony,  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

And  hence  it  is,  that,  when  Adam  had 
declared  his  fenfe  of  this  imion  diat  joined 
him  to  £a;r,  he  adds,  as  from  himfelf  (yet 
moil  eyidcntlyby  divineappointment),7'Aerf« 
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fore  /ball  a  man  leave  his  father  and  bis 
mother^  and  Jhall  cleave  unto  bis  wife :  and 
they  two  Jhall  be  one  fiejb :  iignifying,  that 
the  bonds  of  marriage  (hould,  from  that 
moment,  be  more  powerful  than  the  bonds 
of  nature :  and  that  the  tie  of  conjugal  af- 
feaion,  which  bound  a  man  to  his  wife, 
ihould  exceed  the  neareft  and  ftrongeft  ties  of 
blood:  and  for  that  reafon  a  man  fhould  for- 
fake  even  his  father  and  his  mother,  from 
whom  he  derived  his  being,  and  cleave  to  his 
wife,  which  was  to  be  his  fecond  felf,  and, 
of  confequence,  nearer  and  dearer  to  him, 
even  than  his  parents :  as  ourfelves  are  nearer 
and  dearer  to  us,  than  any  other  mortals. 

And  indeed  when  we  confider  the  na- 
ture of  this  union,  we  fhall  fee  evident  rea- 
fon, why  man  and  wife  fhould  be  nearer 
and  dearer  to  one  another,  than  any  other 
mortals.  For,  iirfl:,  they  are  imited  upon  the 
terms  of  as  intimate  a  correfpoadence,  and 
^s  univerfal  and  intire  a  communion,  as  if 
they  were  one  foul  and  one  body.  And,  fc^ 
condly,their  intereft  is  in  all  refpedls  perfedtly 
the  fame.  That  which  tends  to  make  one 
happy,  naturally  tends  to  make  the  other  hap- 
py alfo :  and  that  which  tends  to  make  the 
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one  miferablc  and  uneafy,  tends  to  mdce  the 
other  miferable  at  the  fame  Jtkne. 

The  intereft  of  the  neareft  friends  in  the 
worlds  out  of  marriage,  will  often  interfere; 
and  it  requires  great  generofity  ianddifintereft- 
ednefs,  not  to  repine  oftentimes  at  the  good 
fuccefs  of  the  neareft  and  deareft  friends : 
becaufe,how  intimate  foever  their  correfpond- 
cncc  may  be,  their  interefts  are  ftill  diftindt, 
and  often  oppofite.  Nor  is  it  poflible  to  put 
a  cafe,  wherein  they  are,  in  all  refpedts,  the 
fame,  except  in  marriage. 

Suppofe  a  brother  that  I  loved  as  my 
life ;  yet  ftill  my  eftate  is  not  his  eftate :  my 
honomr  is  not  his  honour :  my  children  are 
not  his  children.  But  in  marriage  the  cafe 
is  a£tually  fo.  Your  eftate  is  your  wife*s 
eftate;  it  is  a<Shially  her  property,  as  much  as 
yours.  Your  honour  is  her  honour:  and  your 
children  ai^  her  children ;  as  dear  and  near 
to  her,  as  they  are  to  you ;  and  the  care  of 
them,  and  provifion  for  them,  as  much  her 
concern,  and  her  intereft.  And  hence  it  is 
that  the  idea  of  an  intire  and  perfect  friend* 
fhip  is  no- where  to  be  met  with  but  in  the 
married  ftate. 
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I  remember  but  three  or  four  inftances  of 
extraordinary  friendfhipy  recorded  by  pro* 
fane  writers,  in  all  antiquity  \  and  three  of 
thefe  are  downright  poetical  fidions.  And 
the  fourth,  'oiz.  that  of  jUexander  and 
Epbeftfon^  feems  to  have  no  better  foundation 
than  an  extravagant  imitation  of  AcbiUes  and 
Patroclus :  or,  fuppofe  it  eftablifhed  in  a  par- 
ticular inclination  and  intereft ;  it  was,  in  this 
view,  no  more  than  fuch  as  might  engagp 
any  two  men  of  honour  as  nearly,  to  this 
day:  and,  no  doubt,  hath  and  doth  engsige 
thoufands,  every  day.  Nor  was  it  founded 
either  in  a  fimilitude  of  manners  (which  is  its 
furefl  bails),  or  in  a  fixt  union  of  univerfal 
intereft. 

There  is  alfo  one  authentic  inftance  of 
extraordinary  friendihip,  in  (acred  hiftory, 
viz.  that  of  David  and  Jmatban.  And 
this,altho'  founded  in  a  fimilitude  of  manners 
between  two  generous  and  martial  youths^ 
yet  feems  to  be  raifed  much  above  the  com- 
mon level,  by  divine  appointment,  for  the 
prefervation  of  David.  And  yet,  perhaps, 
had  Jonatban  out-lived  the  generofity  of 
youth,  and  feen  his  friend  placed  high  above 
Him  I  his  friend  a  fovereign,  and  himfelf  a 
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fubjed;  his  friendfhip  would  not  have  fb  in* 
tirely  furvived  his  ambition  and  interefl. 

Whereas  in  marriage,  where  the  union 
is  for  life,  and  the  intereft  is  always  the  fame^ 
the  reafons  for  mutual  affedtion  and  confi- 
dence muft  always  continue,  and  increafe 
with  generous  and  virtuous  fpirits,  to  the  laft 
moment  of  life.  To  fay  nothing  of  thofe 
powerful  engagements  to  love  and  tender- 
nefSy  from  the  natural  attractions  of  a  mo- 
defl  and  amiable  woman;  and  thofe  thoufand 
endearments  (no-where  elfe  to  be  met  with), 
which  God  hath,  in  his  great  wifdbm,  efla- 
blifhed  for  the  continuance  of  fo  ufeful  a 
commerce,  without  which  fbciety  could  not 
fubfifl. 

And  nothing  furely  can  be  a  finer  em- 
blem of  this  union,  dian  the  two  pieces  of 
wood  which  God  commanded  the  prophet 
Ezekiel  to  join  together,  and  they  became 
one  in  his  hand,  Ezek.  xxxvii.  the  mar- 
riage tie  being,  by  the  divine  command^  like 
the  covering  and  inclofing  rind,  which 
bound  both  into  one  body,  circulating  all 
the  mutual  and  endearing  offices  of  affedion 
^d  interefl  thro'  the  one,  in  the  marriagf 
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union,  as  the  nutritive  and  vital  juices  are 
circulated  thro*  the  other,  in  the  natural.  ■ 

The  next  duty  that  hufbands  owe  their 
wives  is  fidelity. 

As  the  laws  of  God  and  nature  oblige 
you  to  love  your  wives  with  diftinguifhed 
afFedion  and  tendernefs,  fo  do  they  oblige 
you  to  love  thcfn  alone.  And  this  is  what 
is  meant  by  fidelity  in  the  married  flate. 

And  this  duty  is  demonflrably  founded 
in  the  law  of  'nature.  For  fince  it  appears, 
by  accurate  obfervations  upon  the  increafe 
of  mankind,  that  there  are  more  males  born 
in  the  world  than  females ;  and  that,  in  a 
conftant  and  eftablifhed  courfe,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  about  thirteen  to  twelve,  nearly; 
and  fince  the  right  of  marriage  is  a  right  of 
nature,  which  all  men  have  equal  claim  to^ 
and  yet  this  right  cannot  be  obtained,  if  any 
number  of  men  be  allowed  to  have  many 
wives  at  once ;  therefore  no  man  muft  have 
many :  becaufe,  as  many  wives  as  fuch  men 
have  above  one  at  once,'  fo  many  muft  fuch 
a  number  of  other  men  want. 

If  one  man,  for  example,  hath  twenty 
wives  to  his  fhare,  nineteen  men  muft  of 
ncceflity  be  robbed  each  of  them  of  their 

natural 
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natural  right.  And  confequently,  if  it  be 
agreeable  to  the  law  of  nature,  that  nine^ 
teen  men  fhould  have  nineteen  wives,  then 
it  is  diredtly  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature, 
that  one  man  ihould  have  twenty  wives,  or 
any  number  above  one  at  once. 

And  that  this  union  of  one  man  with 
one  woman  fliould  be  for  life,  is  evident  from 
cur  blefled  Saviour's  exprefs  words :  JVhat 
Gad  bath  joinedy  lei  no  man  put  afundeK 
And  therefore  if  man  cannot ^  muji  not  put 
them  afunder,  they  mufl  continue  together^ 
till  it  pleafe  God  to  part  them  by  deaths 
And  fo  far  was  God  from  intending  to  part 
them  before,  that  he  plainly  intended  they 
ihould  fooner  part  with  every  thing  elie,  ' 
even  their  neareft  and  deareft  friends.  For 
this  cauie,  JhaU  a  man  leave  father  and  mo^ 
tber^  and  cleave  to  bis  wife. 

And  indeed  if  this  union  were  to  con- 
tinue only  at  the  difcretion  of  either  party, 
or  for  any  term  lefs  than  life,  the  evils  that 
would  be  devolved  upon  fociety,  from  fuch 
a  limitationt  would  be  infinite:  the  great 
engagement  to  peace,  and  mutual  love,  would 
be  diilblved :  all  the  truft  and  confidence  of 
the  per&^ft  friendfhip  would  be  intirely  de- 
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ftroyed :  the  aflTurance  of  confolation  in  di- 
itrefsy  of  fupport  in  ficknefs^  and  fociety  in 
age,  would  be  taken  away  from  the  earth" 
and  the  interefls  of  families  would  be  torn 
into  ten  thoufand  diftradions.  In  fhort,  the 
evils  of  life  would  be  infinitely  multiplied 
t^  it,  and  its  greateft  blefiings  infinitely  im« 
paired. 

And  certainly,  if  marriage  is  not  to  be 
allowed  upon  any  other  than  the  Chriftian 
fcheme,  much  lefs  is  adultery,  or  fornica- 
tion, to  be  endured,  upon  any  pretence  what- 
foever;  fince  all  the  arguments,  either  againft 
arbitrary  divorces,  or,  in  other  words,  either 
againft  temporary  marriages,  or  a  plurality  of 
wives,  conclude  with  much  greater  force 
againft  both  thefe  vices ;  inafmuch  as  thefc 
vices  naturally  tend  to  defiroy  all  the  bleffings 
gnd  fecurities  of  love  and  friendihip.  Th^ 
create  endlefs  jealoufy,  and  contention,  and 
diftruft;  and  either  ruin  your  fortune,  or 
divert  it  fi-om  its  natural  courfe.  And,  in  the 
next  place,  it  is  fmpofiible  for  you  to  in- 
dulge either  of  thefe  vices,  without  allow- 
ing yourfelf  either  in  the  corruption  of  in- 
nocence, or  the  enjo}rment  of  corruption  5 
gnd  efther  of  thefe  n^Kurally  overwhelm  the 
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foul  with  fo  much  confufion,  and  difh^on, 
and  remorie,  as  muft,  if  you  are  not  hardened 
into  the  malignity  of  fiends^  either  conclude 
in  the  bittemefi  of  repentance^  or  in  the 
diftradions  of  defpair. 

For  certainly,  if  you  think  at  all,  you 
cannot  bear  the  refle<^n  of  having  cor- 
rupted innocence ;  of  having  betrayed  a  vir- 
tuous and  valuable  woman  to  infamy,  and 
aU  the  dreadful  evils  that  await  it,  to  po* 
verty  and  proftitution,  and  fuch  a  corruption 
of  body  and  mind  as  will  render  her,  at  once, 
the  reproach  and  horror  of  human  nature* 

On  the  other  hand,  can  you,  with  lefs 
reproach  to  your  reaibn,  give  yourfelf  up  to 
the  arms  of  a  proftitute  ?  To  mercenary  and 
polluted  embraces?  Tothewilesofferpents, 
that  twine  around  you,  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  to  prey  uponyou,  and  iting  you  to  death  ? 

And  to  deter  you  from  fuch  a  fhameful 
and  corrupt  courfe,  re^d  Solomon's  refledtions, 
read  the  obfervations  of  the  wifei):  of  man- 
kind, upon  the  danger  of  fuch  a  condud:^ 
and  the  fure  ruin  that  awaits  it,  in  the  vith 
;md  viith  chapters  of  his  proverbs. 

To  keep  you  from  the  evil  woman^  frtmi 
tbf  fatten  of  tie  tongue  of  a  f range  womari^ 
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biji  90t  after  her  beauty  in  thine  hearty  ^  nei^ 
tber  let  her  take  thee  with  her  eye-lid.  Can 
a  man  take  Jire  in  bis  bofom^  and  his  chatbs 
not  be  burnt  f  Can  one  go  upon  hot  coals ^  and 
his  feet  not  be  burnt  f  So  be  that  goetb  in  to 
bis  neighbour's  wife^  whofoever  toucheth  her, 
Jhall  not  be  innocent.  And  furely  it  is  full  as 
cerbdn,  that  he  that  gocth  in  to  a  polluted 
proftitutc,  whofocvcr  toucheth  her,  (hall 
neither  be  innocent,  nor  unhurt :  but  doth, 
in  truth,  take  fire  into  his  bofbm,  almofl  in 
a  literal  fenfe. 

Again,  faith  the  wife  man,  TFbofo  com-- 
mitteth  adultery  with  a  womaiiy  lackethun^ 
derftanding.  He  that  doth  it,  deftroyeth  his 
mun  foul  A  wound  and  dijhonour  Jhall  he 
get,  and  his  reproach  Jhall  not  be  wiped 
etway.  Nor  is  either  the  wound  of  the  re- 
proach lefs  certain  in  the  conunerce  of  a 
mercenary  harlot.  The  arts  with  which 
thefe  wily  creatures  lie  in  wait  to  deceive,  at 
once  to  deceive  and  to  deftroy  the  thoughtlcf^ 
unwary  part  of  mankind,  are  moft  admi- 
rably fet  forth  in  the  viith  chapter  of  the  Pro-* 
verbs-,  where,  after  the  wife  man  hath  de- 
fcribed  the  lewd  woman's  fhamelefs  allure- 
ments, at  large,  he  then  adds  die  fure  ruin 
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of  the  iimple  one  that  was  caught  by  them : 
With  her  much  fair  fpeecb  Jhe  caufed  him 
to  yield :  vdtb  the  f  uttering  of  her  lips  Jhe 
forced  him :  he  goetb  after  her  firaitway^ 
as  an  ox  to  the  flmghter^  or  as  a  fool  to  jhe 
torre&ion  of  the  fiocks  :  till  a  dart  firike 
through  his  liver  ^  as  a  bird  bafieth  to  the 
fnare^  'imd  knoweth  not^  that  it  is  for  bis  life. 
Hearken  unto  me  now  therefore^  O  ye  chiU 
dren^  and  attend  to  the  words  of  my  mouth. 
het  not  thine  heart  decline  to  her  ways^  go 
not  aftray  in  her  paths.  For  Jhe  hatb  caji 
down  many  wounded  t  yea  many  Jlrong  men 
have  been  JUnn  by  her.  Her  houfe  is  the 
way  to  belly  going  down  to  the  clumbers  of 
death. 

And  altho'  vidous  liberties  are  commonly 
regarded  as  lefs  criminal  on  the  fide  of  the 
man,  yet  in  reality,  and  in  the  fight  of  G  od, 
it  is  not  fo ;  becaufe  the  obligation  to  fide-r 
lity  is  equal,  is  exactly  the  fame,  on  both 
fides.  Arid  therefore  die  fame  apoftle  that 
tells  us,  I  Cor.  viith.  That  the  wife  bath  not 
power  over  Ixr  own  body^  but  the  hujband\ 
tells  us  alfo,  in  the  fame  place.  That  the  hui^ 
band  likewife  hath  not  power  over  bis  own 
body^  but  the  wife. 

It 
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It  is  tnie»  the  reputation  of  families  is 
moreconcetned  in  thechaftityof  the  wifix  but 
on  the  other  hand^  the  intereft  and  well4)e- 
ing  of  families  is,  f<x  the  moft^part,  more 
concerned  in  the  chaitity  of  the  hufbond : 
l)ecau(e  he  hath  it  more  in  his  power  (ge- 
nerally fpeaking)  to  deftroy  the  fortune  of 
the  family  by  vitious  extravagance  in  this 
point,  than  die  woman  hath :  and  a&ually 
does  fb,  in  twen^  inflances  to  one.  And 
therefore,  however  men  may  be  indulged 
in  corruptions  of  this  kind,  from  the  liber- 
ties of  a  loofer  education,  and  from  the  worft 
tide  in  the  world,  the  privilege  of  a  long 
pradiice  in  fin  y  perhaps  too  from  the  partia« 
li^  of  human  laws ;  yet  are  they,  both  from 
the  law  of  nature,  and  the  law  of  God,  un* 
der  equal  ties  of  fidelity  with  the  wife;  and 
under  equal  guilt  from  the  vioLadon  of  it. 
And  this  we  know,  that  no  whoremonger^ 
or  unclean  perfon^  bath  any  inheritance^ in 
the  kingdom  of  Cbnfi^  and  of  God.  And 
therefore,  let  no  man  deceive  you  with  vain 
words '^  for^  becaufe  of  tbefe  things ^  comet b 
the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  children  of  dif 
obedience^ 

The 
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The  laft  du^  of  the  hufband  is^  to  fup- 
pOTt  and  maintain  his  wife.  And  this  arifeth 
horn  the  coniideration  of  their  being  one 
fleih.  Therefore  the  apofUe  tells  us,  that 
mm  cugbt  fo  to  love  their  wives  as  their  own 
bodies:  be  that  bvetb  Ids  wife^  lovetb  bimfelf^ 
For  no  man  ever  yet  (faith  he)  bated  bis  own 
fiejky  but  mmrijhetb  and  cherijbetb  if,  even  as 
tie  Lord  tie  oburci. 

From  hence  it  appears^  that  the  fame 
obligations  that  are  upon  you^  for  your  own 
fupport  and  nouriihment,  engage  you  alfo  to 
the  fupport  and  nourifhment  of  your  wives. 
And  this  is  accounted  the  more  diredt  and 
inmiediate  duty  of  the  hufband,  becaufe  the 
admimftration  and  man^ement  of  the  for- 
tune is  (^nerally  fpeaking)  in  his  hands ; 
that  being,  by  the  divine  appointment,  his 
province :  as  beii^  better  fitted,  by  nature^ 
for  the  fatigues  and  hurry  of  life ;  and,  for 
the  moft  part,endowedwitha  greater  ftrength 
both  of  body  and  mind,  to  enable  him  to 
make  a  proper  provifion  for  his  family.  I 
fay,  for  the  moft  part,  becaufe  there  are 
manyparticular  inftanceSj  where  thiscarerefts 
chiefly  upon  the  wife,  when  (he  is  found 
bleflcd  by  alm^hty  God  with  better  talents 
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for  thofe  purpofes.  But,  generally  fpeaking, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  woman  is  the  care  of 
her  houfe  and  family ;  to  relieve  the  man 
from  the  ^gue  of  domeftic  concerns ;  and 
to  be,  in  this  refpe<5t,  a  help  meet  for  him ; 
{Uid  to  fee,  that  what  he  provides,  is  pru* 
dently  managed,  and  carefully  preferved. 

And  thus  I  have  gone  thro'  the  feveral 
duties  which  the  hufband  owes  to  the  wife^ 
viz.  Love,  Fidelity,  and  Support. 


^•F 
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SERMON    ni 

Ephes.  V.  33, 

Neverthelefsy  let  every  one  of  you  in 
particular^  fo  love  his  wife  even 
as  lnmfelf\  and  the  wife  fee  that 
fhe  reverence  her  hufband. 

I  Proceed  now  to  the  duties  of  the  wife ; 
and   theie   are,    Liove,   Fidelity,    and 
Obedience. 

Firft,  She  is  to  love  her  hufband :  and 
that^  upon  the  fame  principles,  and  for  the 
very  fame  reafons,  that  he  is  to  love  her. 

Firfl,  Becaufe  they  are  one  flefh:  For 
this  cauji  JhaU  a  man  leave  father  and  mo-^ 
tbeTy  and  JhaU  cleave  unto  his  wife :  and 
they  two  Jball  be  one  flejh.  And  in  truth 
they  are  joined  together  upon  terms  of  as 
intiic  and  thorough  a  communion,  as  if  they 
were  one  foul,  and  one  body:  and,  fecondly, 
Becaufe  their  interefls  are,  in  all  refpeds,  per« 
itdly  the  fame ;  which  is  the  truefl  founda« 
tion  of  friendfhip.  The  hufband's  happinefs 
Mturally  tends  to  make  the  wife  happy,  at 
4  the 
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the  fame  time;  and  his  mifery,  to  make  her 
miferable;  h^  riches  make  her  rich}  and  his 
poverty  makes  her  poor.  It  is  always  their 
interefl  to  wiih,  and  avoid,  to  defire,  and  to 
deteft  the  fame  things :  and  fureiy  to  have 
the  very  fame  intereft,  the  fame  defires  and 
aversions,  to  be  happy  in  each  other's  happi- 
nefs,  and  miferable  in  each  other's  mifery, 
*  are  the  ffarongeft  engagements^  and  the  fureft 
foundations  of  intire  firiendfhip,  and  perfed 
affe&ion,  that  can  poilibly  be  imaginol. 

Secondly,  She  is  to  be  faithful  to  him : 
and  as  the  reafons  of  fidelity  are  the  fame 
both  in  th6  hufband  and  the  wife,  the  crime 
of  infidelity  is  more  fhameful  and  fcandalous 
in  the  woman;  becaufe  it  is  conunitted 
againfl  the  rules  of  a  more  referved  and 
virtuous  education,  and  againfl  the  natural 
decency  and  modefly  of  the  fex:  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  is  of  far  worfe  confequence  to 
the  honour  of  families ;  becaufe  it  brings  a 
lafting  flain  of  infamy  along  with  it.  And»^ 
what  is  worfe  than  all  this,  it  often  robs  the 
\  right  heir  of  his  inheritance,  and  fubftitutes 

a  fpurious  ofispring  into  his  place ;  an  injury 
that  is  the  more  to  be  dreaded  and  avoided^ 
becaufe,  when  once  it  is  conmiitted,  it  i( 
iofpofiible  to  be  repaired.  Thus 
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Thus  much^  however,  may  be  faid  in  ho- 
nour of  that  fex,  that  this  crime  is  lefs  fre- 
quent among  them ;  and  rarely  committed 
till  the  hufbimd's  infidelity,  or  ill  condud:^ 
hath  firft  provoked  to  it.  And  this  4s  the  true 
reafon  why  the  infidelity  of  the  wife  re- 
flet io  much  fcandal  and  dishonour  upon 
the  hufband^  becaufe  (generally  ipeaking)  his 
own  vices  and  ill  condudl  have  brought  the 
evil  upon  him«*  And  therefore  the  only  true 
way  of  fecuring  your  own  reputation  in  this 
point,  as  well  as  your  wife's  virtue,  and  the 
honour  of  your  fiunily,  is  to  behave  your-i 
ielf  with  io  much  fidelity  and  tendemefs 
towards  her,  as  may  intirely  engage  her  af- 
fe£tions,  as  well  as  her  confcience,  to  you^ 
and  you  only. 

And  indeed,  let  any  man  refled  ferioufly 
upon  the  treatment  the  generality  of  wives 
meet  with  firom  their  liufbands,  and  then 
think  impartially,  whether  they  have  not  too 
much  reafon  to  be  provoked  at  theif  rudenefs 
and  neglect.  Before  marriage  they  are  adored, 
and  preferred  before  all  the  world ;  but  foon^ 
very  foon  after,  they  are  flighted  and  dif- 
regardcd,  as  if  they  were  unworthy  of  com- 
mon eileem  j  and  they  arc  flighted,  for  the 

E  very 
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very  fame  reafons,  for  which  they  (hould  be 
refpeftfully  and  tenderly  treated.  They  ob- 
ferve  at  the  fame  time,  that  their  hufbands 
can  ftill  treat  other  women  with  refpedt  and 
Gomplaifance :  and  that  other  men  ftill  con- 
tinue to  ufe  them  with  refped:  and  complai- 
fance ;  and  none,  but  the  hufband,  flights 
and  defpifes  them :  as  if  marriage,  which  is 
the  ftrongeft  engagement  to  tendernefs  and 
afFeftion,  were  but  a  privilege  for  contempt 
and  rudenefs.  This  is  in  truth  provoking ; 
and  I  am  fatisfied,  the  generality  of  thofe 
women,  who  have  been  fo  unhappy,  and  fo 
wicked,  as  to  violate  the  marriage-vow,  have 
been  provoked  to  it,  by  the  rudenefs  and 
negleft  of  their  huibands;  or  urged  to  it,  in 
revenge  of  their  prior  falftiood. 

It  is  not  indeed  to  be  imagined,  that 
men  (hould  treat  their  wives  with  the  fame 
referve,  and  formal  complaifance,  after  mar- 
riage ;  that,  the  freedom  and  eafe  of  firiend- 
fhip  forbids :  but  why  friendftiip  and  fi-ee- 
dom  (hould  be  a  reafon  for  ill  treatment,  I 
muft  own  I  cannot  conceive.  I  am  fure  they 
fhould  be  reafons  of  a  very  different  ccm- 
duift:  and  I  believe  there  is  not  a  righter  rule 
in  life,  or  of  more  importance  for  the  prc- 

fervation 
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fervation  of  friendfhip,  than  this,  never  to 
let  familiarity  exclude  refpeft. 

BtA^  after  all,  wives  that  are  fo  unhappy 
as  to  be  too  much  provoked  by  the  ill  treat- 
ment of  their  hufbands,  fhould  always  re- 
member, that  their  hufbands  guilt  doth  not 
jufiify  theirs ;  and  much  lefs  will  negle£t  or 
rudenefs  in  the  hufband  jufiify  infidelity  in 
the  wife.  There  are  arts  of  decency  and 
good  behaviour,  which  have  inexpreffible 
charms ;  and  if  a  woman  can  butliave  con- 
flancy  enough  to  prad:ife  thcfe,  and  to  con- 
tinue in  well-doing,  they  are  almoft  irrefifli- 
ble:  and  it  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  imagine 
any  hufband  fo  brutal,  as  not  to  be  at  laft 
reclamed  by  them.  And  women  would  be 
more  fblicitous  to  reclaim  their  hufbands  in 
this  manner,  t^  a  courfe  of  gck>d  behaviour^ 
if  they  cpnfidered,  that,  in  fo  doing,  they  con- 
fulted  their  own  real  interefl,  and  die  in- 
tereft  of  their  children ;  and  greatly  recbm- 
mended  dieoifelves,  and  their  concerns,  to 
the  favour  and  protcftion  of  Almighty  Gods 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  faved  a  foul  alive. 
Whereas  the  contrary  behaviour  can  tend 
to  nothing  but  the  utter  ruin  of  their  chil- 
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dren,  and  their  own  mutual  dcftru^on, 
both  of  body  and  foul. 

The  next  duty  a  wife  owes  her  hufband, 
is  affiftance;  that  Is,  aid,  comfort,  relief,  and 
fupport,  in  all  the  anxieties  and  exigencies  of 
life.     And  hence  it  was,  that  when  Adam 
was  created,  God  Almighty  declared  it  not 
good  for  him  to  be  alone ;  and  therefore  he 
adds,  /  will  make  him  a  help  meet  far  him. 
And  therefore  fuch  wives  as  think  it  be- 
neath them  to  trouble  themfelves  about  low 
domeftic  concerns,  that  are  above  the  care 
of  their  hulbands  and  family,  would  do  well 
to  confider  how  they  anfwer  the  end  of  their 
creation.     Surely  they  cannot  imagine,  they 
were  made  for  no  higher  or  nobler  ends, 
than  to  drcfs,  or  vifit,  or  to  be  efteemed,  like 
a  ftatue  or  pidture,  for  a  fine  fhape,  or  a  fair 
outfide.     Are  thefe  purpofes  worthy  of  in- 
finite wifdom  and goodnefs  ?  N05  God  Al- 
mighty intended  them,  not  only  for  the  fup- 
port of  fociety,  but  for  confolation,  fi-iend- 
fliip,  and  afliilance  j  to  be  partakers  of  the 
hufband's  joys  and  cares ;  to  lighten  the  la- 
bours of  life,  and  increafc  all  its  enjoyments, 
by  iharing  in  them.  For,  as  cares  are  leiTened 
by  being  divided,  joys  are  incrcafed  by  being 

com- 


Sa.z.^uties  of  the  Married  State.  ^2 

communicated.  And  therefore  what  can  be 
more  defirable  in  life,  than  to  have  a  pru^ 
dent,  a  faithful,  and  an  afiedionate  fiiend, 
who  is  perfedtly  in  our  intereft,  to  alleviate 
all  the  evUs,  and  increafe  all  the  happinefles 
thatbe£dus?  Andtothispurpofe,  God  Al^- 
mighty  hath  endowed  the  other  iex,  not  on- 
ly with  mate  native  tendemefs,  but  likewife 
with  a  certain  vivacity  and  gaiety  of  heart  that 
bears  up  againft  misfortunes ;  or,  at  leaft,  is 
not  fb  long  caft  down  under  them,  as  men 
ufually  are«  Their  fpirits  are  mc^e  light  and 
volatile,  and  their  imagination  more  fpright^ 
ly ;  and  this  prompts  them  to  think  and  ipeak 
a  thouiand  agreeable  things,  which  would  ne^ 
ver  enter  into  the  heavy  heart  of  an  anxious 
and  thoughtful  hufband ;  and  by  that  means 
inipires  a  chearfulnefs  which  is  not  natural 
to  him^and  is  a  wonderful  relief  to  the  toils  of 
life«  And,  without  queftion,  this  is  one  great 
reafbn,  why  God  Almighty  hath  endowed 
the  other  fex  with  a  greater  quicknefs  and 
readinefs  of  fpeech  upon  conunon  occurren- 
ces; that  the  hufband,  upon  his  return  into 
his  ,houfe  from  the  cares  and  labours  of  the 
day,  n^ght  be  entertsuned  with  chearful  ac- 
county  qi  his  family-af&ir s  j  and  with  agree<p 
>:  E  3  abl^ 
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able  inquiries  into  his  own  condud: ;  not 
without  pleafing  and  proper  refletftions  upon 
both.  And  therefore  that  difpofition  to  dif- 
tourfe,  which  nielancholy  and  morofe  huf- 
bands  are  wont  to  cenfure  as  troublefoine 
And  impertinent  in  their  wives,  is,  in  truth, 
an  inftinft  moft  wifely  and  gracioufly  ap- 
pointed of  Almighty  God,  for  tht  relief  and 
joy  of  the  conjugal  ftate;  and  life  would  ^in 
cndlefs  inftances)  be  an  infupportible  load 
without  it. 

What  therefore  women  are  concerned 
to  do  upon  this  account,  is  this;  not  to  fpeak 
\tk  than  they  are  naturally  inclined  to  do, 
but  to  endeavour  to  fpeak  better  than  the 
generality  of  them  are  taught,  or  wont  to 
do.  It  is  not  their  bufinefs  to  check  the  in- 
ftinft  that  God  Almighty  hath  endowed 
them  with,  but  to  direft  it,  and  make  it  an- 
swer its  true  end,  the  relief  and  delight  of 
their  hufband,  and  their  houfliold:  whereas, 
when  it  is  diverted  from  its  right  end,  and 
degenerates  either  into  impertindnt  garru- 
lity, or  into  brawling  and  abufe,  it  forms  one 
or  other  of  the  moft  hateful  and  unbecoming 
charaders  in  life.  And  therefore  Solomon 
rigbfly  obfcrves,  Prov.  xxi.  That  //  is  bet^ 

hr 
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ter  to  dwell  in  a  corner  of  the  boufe^top^  than 
with  a  brawling  woman  in  a  wide  houfe. 
That  is,  it  is  better  to  be  confined  to  one 
fpot  on  the  top  of  a  houfe,  expofed  to  all 
the  injuries  of  the  weather,  than,  enjoying 
all  the  advantages  of  fhade  and  fhelter,  to 
be  expofed  to  the  aflaults  of  ^  boiilrous 
.  tongue.  And  again.  It  is  better  to  ditiell  in 
the  wildernefs^  faith  he,  than  with  a  conten-^ 
tious  and  angry  woman ;  that  is,  it  is  better 
to  be  banifhed  the  fociety  of  mankind,  than 
be  confined  to  fuch  fociety  as  that. 

Now  there  are  two  things  required  of 
women,  in  order  to  make  their  converiation 
agreeable:  The  firft  is,  the  ornament  of  a  meek 
Jpirit^  without  which  no  other  ornament 
will  become  them.  And  this,  the  apoftle 
aiTures  us,  is  in  the  fight  of  God  of  Ugh 
price:  nor  is  it  lefs  fo  in  the  eyes  of  men. 
The  next  is,  that  they  endeavour  to  furnifh 
their  minds  with  a  ftore  of  ufeful  obferva- 
tions,  for  the  condudt  of  life ;  fi'om  a  com- 
petent knowledge  of  the  manners  and  hiftory 
of  the  world,  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
the  holy  Scriptures,  a  particular  and  exadt 
ihidy  of  their  hufbands  inclinations  and  inte- 
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-jreft;  and  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  ceconomy 
and  eood  government  of  their  family:  and 
.  this,  joined  to  a  fund  of  virtue  and  good  hu- 
mour, will  ri^tly  direft  their  natural  in- 
iftinft,  and  make  their  converfation  equally 
agreeable  and  ufeful ;  will  give  them  new 
and  lovelier  charms,  when  thofc  of  youth 
and  beauty  are  long  iince  v^afted  and  dc^ 
cayed. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  refleft,  with  con* 
cern,  upon  the  unhappy  methods  which  have 
obtained  in  the  world  in  relation  to  the 
education  of  women  *.  One  of  the  firfl 
things  that  takes  poffeflion  of  their  minds, 
is,  the  hopes  of  a  hufband  ^  but  how  to  be<« 
CX)me  a  faithful  friend,  and  an  agreeable  ami- 
able companion  in  the  married  ffcate,  are 
leflbns  rarely  taught,  and  more  rarely  learnt. 
Superficial  and  fhewy  accomplifhments  arc 
indeed  inculcated  with  fufficient  care ;  but 
how  to  acquire  fdlid  worth,  and  ufeful  know- 
lege,  makes,  for  the  moft  part,  but  a  fmall 
part  of  parental  fo^icitude.     By  this  means 

*  Among  the  many  complaints  but  too  juftly  made 
by  women  of  knk  upon  this  head,  there  is  one  very 
properly  introduced,  in  the  perfon  of  a  lady  of  diftin- 
^ion,  m  the  eleventh  di^ogye  of  that  excellent  book 
^fd  Nature  Di/pla^ed,  Vol  I.  PartU.  p.  41, 


Scr.  3*  Duties  of  the  Married  State.  57 

a  woman  becomes  every  thing  to  a  hufbandj, 
butwhatfhe^ouldbe;  a  focial  fnend^  and 
an  ufeful  affiftant.  Forgetting,  that  the  in- 
tereft  of  all:  men  makes  that,  one  e£fential 
part  of  the  charader  of  a  good  wife,  laid 
AoyfVihy  Sokmm^  Prw.  xxxi.  26.  That^^ 
openetb  her  mouth  with  wifdom^  and  in  her 
tongue  is  the  law  of'  kindnefs.  That  is.  As 
(he  hath  acquired  habits  of  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion from  ftudy  and  obfervation,  fo  fhe 
hath  made  it  a  fixt  rule  to  herfelf,  not  to  be 
imperious  or  prefuming  upon  her  know- 
lege;  but  rather,  to  make  it  a  feaibn  of 

conflant  chearfulnefs  and  good  humQur ;  to- 
gether with  a  ready,  a  rational,  and  an  affe- 
dionate  afliftance  in  every  exigency,  and  oh 
every  occafion ;  in  ber  tongue  is  the  law  of 
kindnefs.  And  furely  wifdom,  fo  feafoned 
«nd  /weetened>  is  amiable  and  delightful 
beyond  expreflion.  And  therefore  this  cha;- 
rader  is  crowned  by  Solomon  with  that  noble 
enconiium.  Many  daughters  have  done  inr-- 
tuoujly^  but  thQU  excelleji  them  all.  That 
is.  Many  other  women  may  be  as  virtuous  j 
but  virtue  thus  recommended,  virtue  that 
]s  adorned  with  all  the  graces  of  prudence 
gnd  good  humour^  is  virtue  in  its  higheft  and 
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lovelieft  pcrfc6tion ;  T'bou  excellefi  them  all 
.  And  again,  Fawur  is  dtceitful^  and  beauty 
is  vain  5  6ut  a  'woman  that. f ear eth  the  Lofdy 
Jbejhall  be  ^aifed.  That  isi  the  regard 
that  arifeth  fiiom  colour  and  complexion^  is 
tranfient  and  tmfteady :  beauty  is  deceitful ; 
a  fair  hct  may  cover  a  ddbrmed  mind,  and 
is,  at  beft,  a  fhort  and  uncertain  recommend* 
ation :  but  piety  and  virtue  are  fure  and  lad- 
ing perfections,  which  wiH  always  intitie 
the  woman,  that  is  blefied  with  them,  to 
eternal  veneration  and  efteem. 

But  further ;  a  good  wife  is,  in  many  in- 
ftances,  to  do  yet  more  than  ^is :  fhe  is  not 
only  to  relieve  her  hufband  under  his  houie- 
hold  cares,  by  the  goodneis^of  her  humour, 
and  fprightlinefs  of  her  converfation ;  but 
fhe  is  likewife  to  lighten  thc^e  cares,  by  di- 
viding them  with  him,  afki  bearing  her  part 
in  die  burden.  And  therefore  the  leaft  that 
is  to  be  cxpeAcd  from  a  wife,  is,  diat  whilft 
the  hufband  is  bufied  abroad,  or  in  affairs 
Aat  call  off  his  attention  fiom  the  care  of 
his  family,  that  care  be  fuppKed  by  her:  and 
this  confHtutes  the  true  chara6ber  of  a  good 
wife ;  at  leafl  that  part  of  it  which  is  of  prin- 
cipal and  moft  univcrfal  ufe  in  life. 

The 
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The  care  and  good  cecDnomy  of  a  fa- 
mily is  a  bufinefs  of  a  very  diftrnd:  nature 
frona  that  of  making  a  provifion  for  the  fup- 
port  of  it :  the  care  of  providing  for  a  family, 
for  the  moft  part,  refteth  upon  the  huftand ; 
becaufe  that  is  a  bufinefs  of  itiorc  labour  and 
fatigue,  than  women  are  ordinarily  able  to 
undergo :  but  then  the  adminifbratidn  of 
what  is  fo  provided,  is  the  woman's  pro- 
vince: thus  is  the  hbour  of  life  divided;  and, 
if  either  foil  in  their  proper  bufinefs,  the 
afJairs  of  the  family  are  in  a  ruinous  way. 
And  upon  this  is  founded  that  known  ob- 
fcrvation,  That  a  man  muft  afk  hisvnfe  whe- 
ther he  (hall  be  rich ;  forafiftuch  as  few  men 
are  able  to  take  fufficient  care  both  abroad 
and  at  home  •,  and  foreign  care  will  be  of 
finall  ufe,  if  the  domeftic  be  neglefted. 
And  therefore  it  is,  that  Solomon^  in  the  cha- 
raifter  of  a  good  wife,  Prov.  xxxi.  1 1.  tells 
us,  That  the  heart  of  her  husband  pall 
fafefy  truji  in  her^  fo  that  he  Jkall  have  no 
need  ofj^l.  That  is,  She  will  manage  his 
houfhold  affairs,  with  fo  mudh  prudence  and 
fidelity,  that  her  hufband  fhall  need  no  in- 
direft  methods  of  fraud,  or  oppreflion,  to 
fupport  her  luxury  and  extravagance.  Again, 
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he  tells  us,  V.  27.  That  Jbe  koketb  well  to 
the  ways  of  her  houjhold^  and  eatetb  not 
the  bread  of  idknefs.  Indeed  he  adds  many 
other  circumftances  of  great  indufhy  1  fuch 
as  her  rifing  up  by  oight,  and  plying  the 
fpindle  and  diftafi;  and  providing  doaths  for 
her  hufband  and  family ;  but  thefe  being 
circumftances  of  induftry  peculiar  to  a  coun- 
try life,  and  better  adapted  to  the  iimpler 
ages  of  the  world,  when  trades  were  not  fuf- 
ficiently  fettled  and  diftributed  into  their  di- 
ftin<5t  clailes,  I  think  them  not  neceflary  to 
be  infifted  on  in  this  place. 

Now,  as  the  care  of  the  houfe  and  family 
is  the  inmiediate  and  dired:  duty  of  the  wife, 
it  is  evident,  this  duty  cannot  be  difcharged 
if  file  be  addided  to  rambling  and  going 
abroad,  and  do  not  delight  to  dwell  with  her 
£unily :  and,  indeed,  a  difpoiition  to  running 
abroad,  and  neglecting  the  care  of  her  houf- 
hold,  is  an  argument  of  a  light  and  vain 
mind ;  and  is  made,  by  Solomon^  a  mark  of 
the  moft  infamous  characfter  among  women: 
for,  when  he  defcribes  a  vicious  woman,  in 
the  tire  and  habit  of  an  harlot,  he  tells  us^ 
Jbe  is  loud  and  Jiubborn^  her  feet  abide  not 
in  her  houfe.    And  therefore  all  women  th^t 

would 
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would  be  deemed  modeft  and  virtuous^ 
fhould  avoid  thischarafter  of  neglecting  their 
huibands  and  their  homes,  as  a  piece  of  ill 
condudt,  that  will  lead  them  into  many 
others ;  and  fuch  as  feldom  end  but  in  in* 
iamy  and  ruin. 

Solomon  hath  obferved,  that  the  ant  is  a 
fine  emblem  and  example  of  induftry ;  and 
the  obfervations  of  modern  naturalifts  have 
made  this  emblem  yet  more  inftrudlive  to  us, 
in  the  diftribution  of  the  conjugal  care.  The 
male  ants,  they  tell  us,  are  at  a  certain  age 
fiimifhed  with  wings,  to  facilitate  their  ac- 
quiiition  of  food  5  whereas  this  advantage 
is  denied  the  females,  inafmuch  as  their 
province  is  the  diftribution  of  what  is  ac- 
quired. 

Another  principal  and  very  important 
branch  of  the  wife's  duty,  is,  the  education 
and  care  of  her  children.  For  the  bufinefs 
of  the  father  being  for  the  moft  part  with- 
out doors,  and  the  man  being,  from  educa- 
tion and  ufe,  lefs  fitted  for  the  lower  cares 
that  are  due  to  children ;  having,  alfo,  lefs 
leifure  to  employ  thatwayj  having  lefs  gaiety, 
to  chear  and  enliven  their  humours,  and  lefs 
natural  tciidernefs  to  relieve  all  their  little 

wants 
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wants  and  affli(^ons ;  having,  from  nature, 
a  ftrongcr  propeniion  tofuUennefsandfileiice; 
and  being,  upon  that  account,  lefs  fitted  to 
gratify  the  eager  curiofity  of  children,  in 
their  endlefe  inquiries  after  every  thing  that 
is  new,  or  unknown  to  them ;  for  thefe  rea-- 
ions,  and  upon  all  thefe  accounts,  the  early 
education  of  children  reil^  almoft  intirely 
upon  the  wife;  and  (he  is,  in  truth,  by  na-' 
ture,  much  better  fitted  for  it. 

And,  in  order  to  qualify  her  for  fo  great 
a  truft,  upon  which  the  well-being  of  every 
family,  and,  confequently,  of  the  whole 
world,  doth  fo  greatly  depend  j  it  is  requifite^ 
that  her  mind  be  rightly  formed,  by  a  tho- 
rough acquaintance  with  the  Scriptures,  and 
fome  few  ufeful  booksof  devotion,to  humility 
and  meeknefs ;  to  temperance  and  diligence ; 
to  humanity  and  charity;  and,  inoneword,- 
to  all  the  virtues  of  a  focial  and  a  chriftian 
life.  And,  befides  all  this,  it  is  neceflary,  that 
fhe  be  furnifhed  with  a  competent  know- 
lege  in  the  employments  and  accomplifh- 
ments  proper  to  each  condition  and  age  in 
life ;  that  fo  fhe  may  be  capable  of  direfl- 
ing  her  children  how  to  employ  their  time 
agreeably  and  ufefuUy,  and  conduit  them 
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gradually  to  virtue  and  goodnefs  by  her 
pradtice,  as  well  as  her  precepts.  And  altho' 
the  mother's  principal  bulinefs  be,  the  edu- 
cation and  care  of  her  daughters  5  yet  hef 
fons,  ialfo,  clwn  their  part  of  inftrudtion  and 
improvement  at  her  hands;  forafmuch  as 
they  renudn  fome  years  intirely  under  her 
tuition  3  and  the  goodnefs  of  their  mind  and 
manners  depends  mainly  upon  the  firfl  im« 
preflions  they  receive ;  upon  the  firft  forma- 
tion of  them  to  knowlege,  and  virtue,  and 
piety. 

And  however  mothers  may,  in  thefe  ages, 
be  thought  unequal  to  fuch  a  tafk,  they  were 
not  antiently  fo  efteemed  of;  but  were  re- 
markably fucce&fiil  in  the  education  of  fome 
of  the^  grcatcft  men  of  antiquity.  Thus  it 
is  well  known,  that  Cornelia  the  mother  of 
the  Gracchi^  and  Amelia  the  mother  of 
Cafar^  had  a  principal  hand  in  forming  thoie 
men^  who  were  the  glory  of  their  age ;  and 
we  have  yet  left  an  excellent  lefture  to  king 
Lemuel  (with  good  reafon  believed  to  be 
Soimm)^  which  his  mother  taught  him. 

Indeed  the  cafe  is  now,  in  a  good 
meafure,  altered,  from  the  prefent  courie 
of  education^  which  (as  it  refpe^  the  better 
fort)  depends  mainly  upon  a  knowlege  and  j 
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a  maftcry  in  the  learned  languages,  which 
women  do  not  ordinarily  attain  to;  but 
then,  on  the  other  hand,  it  ought  to  be  re- 
membred,  that  virtue  and  good  fenfe  are 
to  be  learnt  in  every  language :  and  foraf- 
much  as  morality  and  religion  are  now 
much  better  underftood,  than  they  were  in 
the  heathen  world ;  the  inftrudtion  of  chiU 
dren,  in  all  the  important  duties  of  life,  is 
now  a  work  of  much  Icfs  difficulty  than  it 
antiently  was. 

And  that  mothers  may  be  the  better  en- 
abled to  go  through  with  this  great  tafk  of 
education,  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary,  as  I  be- 
fore obferved,  that  they  be  perfcdly  well 
acquainted  with  the  Holy  Scriptures,  fo  as  to 
be  able  to  apply  all  the  precepts  of  them  to 
all  the  duties  in  life;  to  every  purpofe,  and 
every  occafion,  that  fhall  offer  j  and  alfo  to 
be  well  verfed  in  the  moft  ufeful  and  ap- 
proved treatifes  that  have  been  publiihed 
upon  the  fubjeft  of  education ;  fuch  as  thofc 
of  Mr.  Locke  J  and  the  archbifhop  of  Cam^ 
bray.     And  this  is  the  true  way  for  all  mo- 
thers to  intitle  themfelves  to  that  real  ve- 
neration, and  fincere  efteem,  from  their  chil- 
dren, and  from  their  hufbands,  which  com* 
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pletes  the  glOTious  charader  of  Sobmorfs  vir- 
tuous wife  fo  often  mentioned,  Her  children 
arife  up^  and  call  her  bkJJ'edi  her  husband 
alfo^  and  he  praifetb  her. 

And  thus  having  gone  through  the  i&- 
veral  branches  of  that  afliftance  the  wife  owes 
toherhufband,  in  order  to  make  her  an  ufe* 
ful  and  agreeable  help  meet  for  him^  I  now 
proceed  to  the  laft  inftanceof  duty  (he  owes 
herhuiband,  towit^  obedience. 

Man  and  woman  were  at  firft  created 
perfedly  equal.  For  altho'  there  are  fome 
paflages  in  St  PauH  epiftles^  which  imply  a 
fuperior  digniQr  in  the  man;  y^  are  there 
none,  that  infer  a  fuperior  authority^  or  right 
of  dominion,on  his  part^  before  the  fall.  And 
indeed^  when  Adam  and  Eve  were  yet  in 
their  innocence  i  when  their  underilandings 
were  dear^  and  their  wills  upright ;  when 
their  intereft  and  inclinations  were  in  all  re* 
ipeds  the  fame ;  and  pride  and  vanity  had 
introduced  no  competition  of  fuperiority  be- 
tween them  s  there  was  not  the  leaft  need  of 
^ving  either  of  them  power  and  authority 
over  the  other :  becaufe  the  greateft  pleafure 
either  of  diem  could  be  capable  of,  in  that 
(oaditiQP^  wasj  to  do  every  thuig  that  they 
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knew  would  be  moft  acccptabk  to  the  other; 
and,  confequently,  there  was  no  need  qf 
.power,  or  command,  or  force,  to  oblige 
either  of  tliem  to  do,  what  either  of  them  de- 
lired.  But  when  the  woman  finned,  thro* 
a  vain  defire  of  knowlege,  and  poflibly  from 
a  vain  hope  of  being  fuperior  toher  hufband, 
in  the  only  pomt  that  gave  him  pre-eminent;^ 
over  her,  it  pleafed  God  to  punifh  that 
vanity  in  a  difappointment  of  the  very  end  it 
aimed  at;  and  to  make  that  very  defire  of  pre- 
eminence a  reafon  of  fubjedlion :  decreeing, 
that  from  thenceforward  her  defires  fhould 
be  referred  to  the  will  and  pleafure  of  her 
huftand,  either  to  rejeft,  or  comply  with 
them,, .  as  he  thought  fit.  As  you  may  read. 
Gen.  iii.  1 6.  And  thy  defire  JI:all  be  to  thy 
husband y  and  he  Jloall  rule  over  thee. 

And.  indeed  the  fame  defire  of  pre-emi- 
nence is,  for  the  moft  part,  the  caufe  of  their 
fubjedlion  to  this  day.  There  are  few  women 
of  tolerable  difcretion,  that  might  not  in- 
tirely  prefide  in  their  families,  or  at  leaft  be 
perfedtly  at  eafe,  under  the  government  of 
their  huibands,  if  they  did  not  too  apparently 
afFed;  to  rule.  And  this,  as  it  is  exceedingly 
imprudent,  and  the  occafion  of  almoft  all  the 
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difquiets  that  diftrad:  the  married  ftate;  fo  is 
it»  in  tnithy  immoral  and  irreligious ;  iince 
they  are  expreily  commanded  in  the  Scrip* 
tureSy  to  fubmit  and  be  obedient  to  their  huf^ 
bands;  as  you  mayread^  £/^.  v.  22,  &c.' 
Wives^  fubmit  yourfehes  unto  your  own  huf^ 
bands  as  unto  the  Lord ;  for  the  husband  isr 
the  bead  of  the  ivifcy  even  as  Cbrift  is  the 
bead  of  the  Chirch  -,  and  he  is  the  faviour 
ofebi  body.    That  is,  as  Christ  and  the 
Church  make  one  myftical  body,  of  which 
QfiRiST  is  the  head;  fo  man  and  wife  make 
one  body^  of  which  the  man  is  the  head  i 
and  as  Christ  is  the  Saviour  of  the  Church, 
io  likewife  is  the  hufband  given  to  the  wife, 
to  be  a  £wiour  to  her  \  to  maintain  and  pro« 
teA  and  defend  her,  and  by  his  fuperior  pru-* 
dence  to  provide  for  her  well-being ;  and  to 
cofidu€t  her  in. every  inftanceof  difcretion 
and  duty.  But  then,  as  the  head  hath  no  in-* 
tereft  of  its  own  diftindl  from  the  reft  of  the 
body,  nor  any  advantage  over  the  other  parts, 
unlefs  the  care  of  diredting  and  providing 
for  them  be  deemed  an  advantage  \  fo  hath 
the  hufband  no  true  intereft  feparate  from 
the  wife,  nor  any  advantage  from  his  fupe- 
riori^,  but  the  care  and  trouble  that  attends 
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it.  And  therefore  neither  hath  he  any  rea«> 
fon  to  pride  himfelf  upon  his  power,  nor 
(he  to  repine  for  her  fubjedion  :  fince  a  con- 
dition of  fubje£fcion  to  a  wife  and  good  go- 
vernment, is,  beyond  all  queflion,  the  hap- 
pieft  condition  in  life :  and  a  lawlefs  licen- 
doufhefs  would  but  put  us  into  the  power  of 
every  paffion,  and  every  folly,  to  hurry  or 
ieduce  us  to  deftru£fcion.  And  I  muft  infift 
upon  it,  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  moft  wo« 
men,  by  prudence,  gentlenefs,  and  fweetnefs 
of  temper,  to  make  the  authority  of  their 
buibands  a  fource  of  eafe  and  happinefs  to 
both. 

From  hence  it  follows,  that,  as  the  au- 
thority of  the  hufband  is  a  rational  authority, 
devolved  upon' him  by  God,  forthedife- 
dlion,  and  prefervation,  and  well-being  of  the 
wife ;  it  fliould  never  be  excrcifed  but  with 
that  view,  and  that  in  an  humane  and  rati- 
onal manner :  confequently,  blind  tjn^anny, 
and  brutal  force,  fhould  be  banifhed  the  fo- 
ciety  of  reafonable  creatures,  and  is  contra- 
dictory to  the  very  nature  and  end  of  the 
marriage-union.  So  ought  men  to  love  their 
wivesy  faith  St.  Paul^  Eph.  v.  as  their  owm 
todies.    He  that  lovetb  his  ivife^  hvetb  bim^ 
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felf:  for  no  man  ever  yet  bated  ins  own 
flejb^  hut  ntmrijbeth  and  cberijhetb  tt^  even 
ets  the  Lord  the  Cburcb.    Dominion  was 
given  to  man,  not  for  oppreffion  and  abufe^ 
but  for  prefervation  and  prote<^on ;  on  ac- 
count of  his  fuperior  wifdom  and  prudence: 
let  thefe  then  be  the  reafons  and  meafures  of 
his  rule;  otherwife  he  defeats  the  ends  of  his 
dominion,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  degrades 
himfelf  from  the  digni^r  of  his  nature ;  and 
declares  himfelf  unworthy  of  the  prerogative 
he  is  pofiefled  o£    And  therefore  St  Peter^ 
1  Ep.  iii.  direds  the  hufband,  to  dwell  mtb 
the  wife  according  to  knowkge,  giving  bo* 
nour  to  tbe  wife^  as  unto  tbe  weaker  veJfeU 
That  is,  nnaking  that  fuperiority  which  God 
hath  given  you,  a  reafon,  not  of  infolence 
and  abufe,  but  of  humanity,  and  tenderneis, 
and  conjugal  affeiftion. 

And  Plutarch  very  beautifully  to  this 
purpofe,  tells  us,  that  hufbands  ought  to  pre-« 
fide  over  their  wives,  not  with  the  fame  de» 
ipotic  power,  wherewith  men  difpofe  of 
dieir  pofleflions;  but  with  fuch  a  kindly 
fway,  as  the  foul  rules  the  body ;  fympathiz* 
Jng,  and,  as  it  were,  growing  into  one  with 
it;  united  by  all  the  ties  of  tendemefs  and  af« 
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fedlion.  And  fincc  the  dominion  of  the 
man  feems  to  have  been  originally  found- 
ed, by  the  divkie  appomtment,  in  his  fupc- 
riority  of  wifdom  i  if  his  heart  be  fet  upon 
fupporting  his  authority,  his  firft  care  (hould 
be,  to  -fupport  that  fuperiority  of  wifdom, 
upon  which  it  is  beft  founded.  Wifdom  is 
a  natural  claim  to  dominion,  and  where-ever 
that  is,  authority  and  rule  will  wait  upon  it ; 
efpecially  when  kindnefs  and  good-nature 
are  add»l  to  it;  for  then  it  is  irreiiftible:  nay, 
in  truth,  kindnefs  is  oftentimes,  in  itfelf^ 
more  powerful  to  the  attainment  of  all  our 
defires,  than  the  utmoft  ftretch  of  power 
can  be.  And  this  is  finely  illuflrated  in  the 
&ble  of  the  fun  and  the  north  wind*. 

The  fable  is  well  known,  and  the  moral 
of  it  obvious  J  and  I  would  earnefUy  recom* 
mend  it  to  all  married  men  and  women,  to 

*  A  conteft  arofe  between  thefe  two  powers,  which 
of  them  fhould  fooneft  oblige  a  countryman  to  throw 
off  his  loofe  coat :  Boreas  began,  and,  ftorming  with  all 
his  force,  tumbled  and  toft  the  coat  about  the  poor  man's 
ears,  but  to  no  purpofe  ;  For  the  ftronger  he  blew,  the 
ftrongcr  the  clown  held,  and  the  clofer  he  wrapt  his  coat 
about  hiin.  When  the  wind  was  weary,  the  fun  began, 
and  played  his  chearful  beams  upon  him  fo  fuccelsfiulv, 
that  he  foun  melted  him  down  into  a  kindly  warmui, 
that  made  his  coat  not  only  ufelefs,  but  troublefome  to 
him  i  and  fo  he  quickly  threw  it  off. 

remember^ 
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remember,  that  when  ftorming  and  raging 
are  inefFedual  to  gain  their  ends,  kindneis 
and  good-nature  will  feldom  or  never  fail  of 
fucce/s. 

And  thus  I  have  gone  through  the  feveral 
duties  of  the  married  flate. 

The  duties  on  the  man's  part,  I  told  you, 

were  love,  fidelity,  and  fupport ;  but,  above 

all,  fidelity,  forafmuch  as  infidelity,  for  the 

mo/l  part,  deftroys  the  other  two  duties,  and 

is  the  common  caufe  of  poverty,  as  well  as 

contention  and  hatred.     And  therefore  it  is, 

that  Sohtnm  (Prov.  v,)   advifes  to  remove 

far  from  the  jirange  ivoman^  leji  jir angers  be 

filled  with  thy  wealthy  and  thy  labours  be 

in  the  boufe  of  a  Jiranger  3  and  thou  mourn 

at  the  laji,  when  thy  fiej/j  and,  thy  body  are 

con  fumed  \  and  fay^  How  have  I  hated  in^ 

firuSlion^  and  my  heart  de/pifed  reproof  and 

have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  my  teachers^ 

nor  inclined  mine  ears  to  him  that  inflruSled 

met  And  foon  after  he  adds.  Drink  waters 

out  of  thine  own  cijlern ;    let  thy  fountain 

be  blejfed^  and  rejoice  with  the  wife  of  thy 

youth  3  let  her  be  as  the  loving  hind,  and 

pleafant  roe ;  let  her  breaft  fatisfy  thee  at  all 

times^  and  be  thou  ravijked  always  with  her 

F  4  love. 


72  duties  of  the  Married  State.  Scr.  3. 

love.  And  wby  wilt  thm^  tnyfon^  be  ravijhed 
witb  a  Jlrange  womarij  and  embrace  the 
bofom  of  a  fir  anger  ?  For  the  'ways  of  man 
are  before  the  eyes  of  the  Lord^  and  be 
ponder etb  all  bis  goings ;  bis  own  iniquities 
Jhall  take  the  wicked  bimfelf  and  he  fioaUbt 
loaden  with  the  cords  of  his  own  fns.     Re- 
member the  apoftle's  admonition.  Remem*- 
ber,  that  as  the  wife  hath  no  power  over  her 
own  body^  but  the  husband^  ^.likewife  the 
husband  bath  no  power  over  Us  own  body, 
but  the  wife.  Nay,  although  your  wives  had 
not  any  power  over  your  bodies,  yet  would 
you  have  no  right  to  abufe  and  profUtute 
them  to  the  purpofes  of  vice.     ITArf,  know 
ye  noty  that  your  bodies  are  the  members  of 
Chrift?  Will  ye  then  take  the  members  of 
Chriji,  and  make  them  the  members  of  an 
harlot  f   God  forbid,    ff^haty  know  ye  not, 
that  your  body  is  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
Cho/iy  which  is  in  you,  which  you  have  of 
God  I  and  ye  are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are 
bought  with  a  price?  therefore  glorify  God 
in  your  body,  and  in  your  Jpirit,  which  are 
God's. 

On  the  other  hand,  let  the  woman  al«. 
ways  remember^  not  only  to  be  faithful  to 

her 
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Iier  hufband^  but  agreeable^  and  obfervant; 
not  querulouS)  not  contentious  i  diligent  in 
the  care  of  her  &mily,  and  the  education  of 
her  children  in  the  nurture  and  fear  of  the 
Lord;  for  this  is  the  woman's  juflefl  and 
higheft  praife,  both  in  the  fight  of  God 
and  man !  JFbqfe  adormng,  let  it  not  be  that 
outward  adorning  of  plaiting  the  bair,  and 
wearing  of  goldy  and  putting  on  gorgeous 
appiorel^  hut  let  it  be  the  bidden  man  of 
the  hearty  in  that  which  is  not  corruptible^ 
even  the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpi^ 
rit,  which  in  the  Jight  of  God  is  of  great 
price  :  deipifing  the  fhewy  outiide  of  things^ 
the  paltry,  the  perifhing  vanities  of  this 
world,  and  being  cloathed  upon,  in  their 
fteady  With  the  filent,  the  lading,  the  invalu- 
able ornaments  of  modefty,  and  humility, 
and  piety,  which  are  of  eternal  excellency ! 
ornaments  of  irrefiftible  charms,  even  in  the 
eyes  of  men,  as  well  as  ineftimable  value  in 
the  fight  of  God. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  if  ye  know 
thefe  things,  happy  are  ye,  if  ye  do  them. 
And  furely  ye  would  do  them,  if  ye  knew 
your  own  happinefs.  Brethren,  how  good 
and  joyful  a  thmg  it  is  to  dwell  together  in 
4  unity  I 


/ 
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unity !  to  dwell  together  in  an  intire  union 
of  affeftion  and  intereft ;  and  in  a  pcrfcfl: 
harmony  both  of  heart  and  foul !  forbearing 
one  another  in  love,  and  keeping  the  unity 
of  the  fpirit  in  the  bond  of  peace  j  well  know- 
ing, that  ye  are  tied  down  to  an  intire  and 
perfedt  union,  by  all  the  natural  engagements, 
and  by  all  the  moral  and  chrifHan  bonds,  that 
can  be  imagined.  And  as  your  temporal  in- 
terefts  are  one,  fo  alfo  are  your  eternal.  As 
ye  are  one  body,  fo  likewife  are  ye  of  one 
fpirit,  even  as  ye  are  called  in  one  hope  of 
your  calling;  ye  have  one  Lord,  one  faith, 
one  baptifm,  one  God  and  Father  of  all,  who 
is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  you  all. 

To  whom,  in  the  union  of  the  glorious 
and  ever-blefled  Trinity,  be  all 
majefty,  and  power,  and  praife,  for 
evermore. 


SERMON 


SERMON    IV. 

Prov.  xxii.  6. 

Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  fiyould 
go\  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it. 

AL  L  the  wife  men  in  the  world  agree^ 
that  the  firfl  impreilions  made  upon 
us,  in  our  tender  years,  fink  the  deepeft,  and 
laft  the  longeft.    And  therefore  Solomon  well 
dire£teth,  that  children  fhould  be  carefully 
taught,  as  foon  as  they  are  capable  of  in- 
ftru6lion,all  thofe  principles  and  duties  which 
we  would    defirc    to  have  them  praftife 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives. 
If  good  precepts  and  principles  arc  early  im- 
prefied,  and  fixed,  they  will  be  fo  many  lights 
fet  up  in  the  minds  of  children,  to  direct 
their  condud;  through  this  maze  of  life ;  to 
guide  them  in  the  ways  of  virtue  and  truth, 
and  in  the  paths  that  lead  to  everlafting  hap- 
pinefs.  And  although  the  giddinefs  of  youth. 
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and  the  blind  impulfe  of  unruly  paflions, 
fhould  fometimes  drive  them  out  of  their 
courfe ;  yet  as  foon  as  this  tumult  and  infa- 
tuation is  over,  and  the  mind  calmed  to  the 
di(3ates  of  reafon,  they  will  again  return 
into  the  way  they  Jhould  go ;  and  when  they 
ure  oUy  they  mil  not  depart  from  it. 

From  thefe  words,  thus  explained,  I  (hall 
make  it  the  bufinefs  of  this,  and  fome  fol- 
lowing difcourfes,  to  lay  down  the  duty  of 
parents  to  their  children,  in  all  its  parts : 
and  this  I  (hall  endeavour  to, do,  in  the  illu- 
ftration  and  proof  of  the  following  propofi* 
tions. 

Firft,  Parents  are  to  take  care  of  the  health 
and  conftitution  of  their  children* 

Secondly,  They  are  to  ^ve  them  good 
inftrudtion. 

Thirdly,  They  are  to  corred  them  in  their 
faults. 

Fourthly,  They  are  to  (hew  diem  good 

examples. 
Fifthly,  They  are  to  make  a  proper  provi- 

fion  for  them,  as  far  as  they  are  able. 
And,  laftly,  They  are  to  pray  to  God  for 

them. 

Firft, 
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Firft,  Parents  are  to  take  care  of  the  health 
and  conftitution  of  their  children. 

And  this  care  fhould  begin  earlier^  and 
extend  further,  than  is  commonly  imagined. 

It  is  a  conftant  care  in  the  culture  of  trees^ 
to  have  a  ftrid  regard  to  the  goodnefs  and 
health  of  the  ftock  you  plant  from ;  becaufb 
fuch  as  the  ftock  is>  fuch  will  the  cyon  be : 
and  the  prudent  hufbandman  exerts  die  fame 
care^  in  relation  to  all  the  creatures,  whoie 
increafe  he  is  concerned  in :  and  would  count 
it  ftrange  ftupidity,  to  breed  from  beafts^ 
that  were  either  difeafed,  or  vicious — And 
with  great  reafon ;  becaufe  fuch  as  the  fire 
or  dam  is,  fuch,  in  all  probability,  will  the 
iflue  be.  And,  if  men  be  fo  much,  and  fb 
juftly,  concerned  for  the  fruits  of  their  trees^ 
and  the  of&pring  of  their  brutes ;  can  it  be  a 
quefti(»i,  whether  they  fhould  be  much  more 
concerned  for  their  own  ?  Efpecially  as  it  is 
of  £ur  worfe  confequence,  to  bring  a  vicious 
man  into  the  world,  than  a  bad  apple,  or  a 
vicious  horfe.  And  therefore  all  perfons  that 
intend  to  marry,  fhould  take  particular  care^ 
both  of  their  body  and  their  mind }  to  form 
both  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  neither 
fhould  be  a  fource  of  evil  to  the  world : 

they 
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they  fhould,.  above  all  things,  take  care  not  to 
become  the  founders  of  a  vicious  and  an 
infeded  race..  For  this  reafon  they  are  to  take 
care  to  ftrengthen  their  bodies  by  tempe* 
ranee  and  exercife,  and  to  abftain  frokn  all 
«xcefs  in  eating  and  drinking,  by  which  thduc 
Ke^th  and  ijtrength  may  be  impaired.  Andj 
above  all,  they  are  carefully  to  abftain  from 
that  vice,  fo  common  and  fo  fatal  to  youths 
for  w^hofe  puniihment  God  Almdghty  hath, 
ia  fignal  judgment,  appointed  fo  fevere  and 
dreadful  a  diilemper  ^  a  diflemper,  of  fuch 
iliitinguiihed  malignity,  and  inveterate  in-r 
fedtion,  that  it  defcendeth  to  late  pofterity ; 
and  is  one  of  the  chief,  among  thofe  remarks- 
able  methods,  hyvfbichGOD  vifiieth  the 
Jim  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children^  to  the 
third  and  fourth  generation. 

Apd  as  the  body  is  to  be  difdplined  to 
health  and  ftrength  by  temperance  and  ex- 
ercife ;  fo  likewife  (hould  the  mind  be  difd- 
plined to  knowlege  and  religion,  by  proper 
information  and  inilrudtion,  and  by  the 
pradtice  of  every  virtue.  Good  habits  ihould 
be  acquired,  and  vicious  habits  removed  and 
rooted  up,  with  all  poflible  diligence,  before 
men  become  parents ;  that  they  may  not  de- 
rive 
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rive  the  guilt  upon  themfelves,  of  having 
filled  the  world  with  a  race  of  fiends  and 
monfters  \  nor  the  curfe  upon  their  pofterity^ 
of  having  evil  conftitutions, .  ajid  evil  habits, 
conveyed  to  them  with  their  very  being : 
fuch  habits,  as  may  make  theni  very  mifer^ 
able  in  this  world,  and  lead  them  (o  ever-^ 
lafting  mifery  in  the  world  to  come !  for«< 
afinuch  as  it  is  well  known/  that  the  difpo- 
iitions  of  the  mijid^  like  the  features  of  the 
body,  are  conveyed  down  from  father  to 
fon>  and,  as  the  common  obfefvatipn  is,  run 
in  the  bkod:  and  therefore  the  ,fii:ft  duty 
that  parents  owe  their  children,  is,  to  convey 
health,  and  ftrength,  and  a  good  conflitution 
of  body  and  mind  to  them,  as  far  as  it  is  in 
their  power  fo  to  do,  by  a  proper  care  of 
^eir  own  health,  and  a  confcientious  abfli* 
npnce  firom  all  excefs  and  vice  of  every  kind. 

And  when  that  is  done,  the  next  care  they 
owe  their  children,  is,  to  provide  for  their 
health  and  ftrength,  by  proper  nourifhment. 

The  parents  are  not  to  tjjiink  they  have 
done  enough,  in  bringing  their  children  into 
the  world  in  as  good  a  condition  as  they 
Could.  That,  although  not  the  leaft,  is  how-i 
ever  but  the  firft  part  of  their  duty.     The 

next 
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next  is,  to  fupport  the  good  conftitution  they 
have  brought  into  the  world,  by  proper  nou- 
rifliment,  and  care  of  their  healdi.  And,  to 
this  purpofe,  God  Almighty  hath  imprefled 
a  ftron§  inftind:  of  love  and  tendemefe  ibr 
their  young,  upon  all  the  creatures.  And 
this  love  is  attended  with  fo  much  delight 
and  complacence  in  the  tender  offspring,  as 
is  a  natural  relief  and  compenfittion  for  all 
the  trouble  of  education,  and  even  £or  the 
pains  of  travail :  agreeable  to  our  bleffed 
Saviour's  obfervation,  xvi.  chap,  of  St.  ypbn^ 
2i.ver.  j1  womany  when  Jbe  is  intravml^ 
bath  farrow y  becaufe  her  hour  is  ctrne ;  hit 
as  fom  as  Jhe  is  delivered  of  the  child,  Jbe 
remembretb  no  more  the  anguijh,  for  joy  that 
a  man  is  bom  into  the  war£/.-4And  tnat 
women  may  have  wherewithal  to  ehcrifh 
this  joy  in  their  hearts,  and  to  fupport  thefe 
tender  objedts  of  their  love  with  delight 
God  Almighty  hath  fumiihed  them  with 
breafts,  filled  with  the  moft  proper  food  in 
the  world,  foe  tlie  nourifhment  of  their 
young;  and  hath  annexed  a  very  unconunon 
degree  of  pleafure  to  the  adminiftration  of 
it ;  and  as  unconunon  a  degree  of  pain  and 
danger^  to  the  with-holding  of  it  from  the 

poor 
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poor  infant :  fo  that  this  is  as  plainly  a  law 
of  nature,  to  all  mothers,  to  fuckle  their 
own  children,  as  it  is  poflible  to  conceive 
any  law  to  be :  attended  with  immediate 
rewards  and  punifliments,  as  it  is  obeyed,  or 
tranfgreflcd. 

As  to  the  rewards  that  attend  the  obferv- 
ance  oi  this  law  of  nature,  poflibly  few 
women  that  hear  me,  know  any  thing  of 
that  matter ;  as  having  never  tried  the  natu- 
ral pleafure  there  is  in  adminiftring  the  breaft 
to  their  own  helplefs  infants;  unlefs,  per- 
haps, their  phyficians  might,  at  fome  time  or 
other,  have  prefcribed  it  to  them  for  a  cure, 
or  recovery.  But  ds  to  the  punifhment  that 
attends  the  with-holding  of  that  nourifhment 
from  their  ifluc,  I  do  not  doubt  but  that 
mo/l  mothers  that  hear  me,  may  be  fuffi- 
ciently  acquainted  with  it :  fince  it  is  well 
known,  that  repelling  the  milk  by  art,  al- 
ways occafions  fevers,  and  a  variety  of  other 
dangerous  diforders,  which  often  end  in  the 
death,  and  always  in  the  danger,  of  the  un- 
natural mothers:  and  not  unfrequently  make 
their  lives  miferable.  And  all  thefe  evils 
they  endure,  to  avoid  the  difchargc  of  a  de- 
lightful duty,  which  they  owe  to  God,  and 

G  to 
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to  their  own  flefli  and  blood ;  and  to  which 
they  ai-e  urged,  by  an  innocent  and  exquU 
fitc  natural  delight ;  and  by  one  of  the 
ftrongeff  natural  inftindh  in  the  world  :  fo 
that  wc  may  apply  to  the  wom^i  of  our  age 
that  bitter  complaint  of  Jeremiah^  in  the 
ivth  ch.  of  his  Lament,  ver.  3.  Even  the  fea-- 
mmfters  draw  mf  their  breqfiy  they  gm 
fuck  to  their  young  cnes^  :  the  dauglaer  of 
niy  people  is  became  cruel  like  the  ofiriches  in 
the  mldemefs. 

This  is  one  of  the  effe^  of  that  faUe  po- 
litenefs,  which  hath  undone  the  wcxrld.  How 
much  better  would  it  become  us  to  imitate 
the  fimpler  manners  of  thofe  feemlngly  rude 
nations,  where  all  women  think  themfelves 
indifpenfably  obliged  to  this  duty -f-,  from  the 
higheft  to  the  loweft,  and  think  themfelves 
fufficiently  authorized  in  doing  fo,  from  the 
example  of  the  brute  world,  around  them ! 
It  is  true,  this  duty,  as  it  is  attended  with , 
much  pleafure,  fo  it  is  alfo  attended  with 
a  good  deal  of  care  and  trouble  :  but  then 

^  This  is  particularly  applied  to  the  Umentin  by  Le- 
guatj  p.  69. 

t  SyTnpJon  tells  usj  in  his  Voyage  to  the  £^- /m£rV/, 
that  in  the  Moluquts  mothers  fuckle  their  own  children^ 
and  dare  do  no  otherwife,  not  even  the  queen ;  allying 
the  example  of  beafts,  p.  141.  Jl 
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it  is  fo  chiefly  to  the  poor,  who  are  forced 
to  undergo  it  all  themfelves ;  and  yet  theie 
are  almoft  the  only  people  that  difcharge  it : 
and  even  thefe  own,  that  the  pleafure  of  it 
greatly  exceeds  the  pain :  and  it  is  plain  it 
muft  be  fo,  both  from  the  goodnefs  of  God, 
and  the  prefervadon  of  the  creatures,  which 
muft  otherwife  periHi.  And  this  is  clearly 
evidenced  from  the  joy  and  c<Hnplacence  ex- 
prefied  by  the  pooreil:  creatures,  in  the  per- 
formance of  iL     And  the  reaibn  of  this  is 

« 

evident:  the  breaft  is  one  of  the  moft  ner- 
vous and  delicate  textures  of  our  frame ;  and 
wonderfully  fitted^  by  the  Author  of  our 
being,  for  tibofe  fine  fenfations,  which  the 
foft  and  tender  infant-organs  are  as  well  fitted 
to  produce:  the  natural  confequenoe  of 
which  is,  love,  joy,  and  complacence  in  the 
infbrumeot  of  that  innocent  happinefs ;  and 
love  makes  toil  not  only  tolerable,  but  de- 
lightful: and,  if  women  of  better  condition 
would  but  once  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  go- 
verned m  this  point  by  the  didtates  of  their 
duty,  I  am  fatisfied,  that  to  them  it  would 
be  doubly  delightful !  inafmuch  as  they  could 
eafily  be  relieved  by  the  afliftance  of  fer- 
vaiits^  from  every  thing  ofFcnfive  and  vexa- 
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tious  in  that  parental  office :  and  then,  no- 
thing would  remain  in  the  difcharge  of  it, 
bolides  the  natural  pleafure  that  attends  it : 
and  this,  without  any  regard  to  the  joys  of 
a  good  confcience,  would  be  abundantly  its 
own  reward.  Or,  fay  it  were  not,  where  is 
there  any  duty  in  life,  that  is  not  attended 
with  fome  uneafinefs?  And  if  that  could 
excufe  from  the  difcharge  of  it,  there  would 
be  no  fuch  thing  as  virtue  in  tibe  world : 
merit  and  demerit,  praife  and  difpraiie,  would 
be  taken  away  from  the  earth !  and  then 
idlenefs  and  induftry,  courage  and  coward- 
ice, would  be  reduced  to  one  value ;  and 
temperance  and  chaftity  would  be  placed 
upon  the  fame  level  with  diiTolutbn  and 
drunkennefs.  And  therefore  if  women  have 
any  regard  to  the  difcharge  of  duty,  in  a  point 
^  -  of  fo  great  confequence,  both  to  their  own 
'  health  and  happinefs,  as  well  as  to  the  health 
and  happinefs  of  their  children,  and  the  good 
of  niankind ;  they  are,  in  the  ordinary  cour/e 
of  things,  indifpenfably  obliged  to  nurfe 
their  own  children,  at  their  own  breafts,  if 
they  are  fitted  fo  to  do,  and  their  health 
will  allow  it.  And  how  much  more  rational 
and  eligible  is  this,  than  to  expoie  them  (as 
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is  now  the  common  praftice)  to  the  negled: 
and  cruelty,  to  the  vices  and  diftempers,  of 
mercenary  women,  who  can  have  no  regard 
to  them,  from  any  other  tye  but  that  of  in- 
tereft  I  And,  forafmuch  as  they  often  find 
their  account  in  the  death  of  the  infant, 
more  than  in  its  life  and  health,  there  is  no 
queftion,  but  the  profped:  of  thofe  perqui- 
lites  which    attend  a  new  nurfing,    often 
tempts  them  to  many  inhumane  methods  of 
getting  rid  of  the  incumbrance  of  one  in- 
fant, to  make  way  for  another  they  expedl 
more  advantage  from.    And,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  they  find  their  accoijnt  in  the  life 
of  the  prefent  child  (as,  God  knows,  their 
whole  fubfiftence  often  depends  upon  it), 
then  arc  they  too  much  tempted,  never  to 
let  him  die>  I  mean,  to  impofe  another 
upon  you,  when  he  doth.     And,  by  this 
means,  the  fpurious  iffue  of  idlers  and  va- 
grants, the  dregs  of  ftews  and  brothels,  arc 
fubftituted  in  the  place  of  your  own  legiti- 
mate offspring,  and  divide  the  inheritance 
with  the  brethren :  or  perhaps  come  fingle, 
and  alone,  into  the  enjoyment  of  all  that 
fortune,  which  you  have  toiled  out  your 
lives  to  gain ;  it  may  be,  to  the  lofs  of  your 
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own  fouls.  And,  no  queftion,  but  this  is 
often  the  cafe,  when  the  apparent  children  of 
good  men,  and  good  women,  who  have  been 
well  principled,  and  carefully  educated,  in 
the  fear  of  God  ;  betray  fuch  profligate,  per- 
verfe,  abandoned  difpofitiorts,  as  are  no  way 
to  be  accounted  for,  upon  any  natural  prin- 
ciples, other  than  their  being  the  fecret  iflbe 
of  other  parents,  from  whom  they  have  de- 
rived the  hidden  feeds  of  fo  much  villainy  and 
corruption. 

To  all  this  may  be  added  another  motive 
of  great  importance  to  all  mothers ;  the  early 
engaging  the  tender  affeftions  of  their  liTue 
in  their  favour :  which  is  perhaps  the  beft 
fecurity  of  their  duty.     It  is  well  known, 
that  nurfing  hath  a  natural  tendmcy,  and 
(if  either  arc  not  very  abandoned)  muft,  in 
fome  meafure,  create  a  mutual  endearment 
between  parents  and  tlieir  children,  now 
too  little  feen  in  the  world.     Children  are 
generally  obferved  to  retain  an  uncommon 
affeSion   for  fuch  nurfes  as  have  treated  ' 
them  well,  until  they  are  laughed  out  of 
it :  nor  is  it  altogether  without  reafon,  that 
in  fome  countries,  the  being  nurfed  upon 
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the  fame  breaft,  is  thought  a  natural  founda* 
tion  of  relation  ^. 

And  thus  much  for  the  duty  of  Mothers, 
in  providing  for  the  health  and  fbength  of 
their  children  by  proper  nourifhment.     I 
now  proceed  to  the  dur^  of  the  Father :  ifor 
neither  is  He  exempt  from  his  portion  dT 
the  parental  care^  in  this  point>  iince  it  1% 
equally  his  concern :  and^  therefore,  as  the 
immediate  adminiifaration  of  nourifhment  is 
incumbent  6n  the  mother,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  father  to  make  a  fufiicient  provifion  for 
her  fupport  in  the  adnuniifaration  of  it :  and, 
by  all  poifible  marks  and  methods  of  tendo*- 
iieis  and  good-nature,  to  relieve,  and  make 
her  as  happy  as  he  can.in  this  moil:  important 
article  of  the  conjugal  care.     And  this  is  no 
more  than  what  inftind  infpireth  masiy  of 
the  inferior  creatures  to  do.    And,  if  natu* 
ndiife  ri^btly  inform  us,  it  is  to  this  we  chiefly 
owe  ail  that  harmony  that  fills  our  fiekls,  and 
ottr  groves,  at  the  approach  of  fpring ;  God 
Alm^hty  having  fo  appointed  it,  that  the  toil 
of  incubation  fhould  be  relieved  by  fprightly 

♦  TTius the S/WrV/j call th^irnurfcs, mothers.  Km- 
ySr's  Hift.  of  Japariy  p.  15.  And  both  they  and  the  Irijb 
call  thofc  brothers  and  fiftcrs  who  have  lucked  the  fame 
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mufic :  that,whilft  the  hen  fits  upon  the  eggs, 
(he  {hould  be  relieved,  under  that  painful  and 
tedious  confinement,  by  the  fongs  of  her 
mate :  and  where  the  male  is  not  endowed 
with  a  power  of  relieving  her  toil  in  this  de- 
lightful .  manner,  then  we  are  aflfured,  he 
divides  it  with  her :  and  is  fi-equently  feen  to 
force  her  from  the  neft,  that  he  may  fucceed 
to  his  portion  of  the  trouble. 

And,  befides  all  this,  where  the  care 
of  incubation  will  not  fufFer  the  female  to 
take  her  ufual  range  in  fearch  of  food,  her 
mate  takes  care  not  only  to  provide  it  feafon- 
ably  for  her,  but  alfo  to  adminifter  it  in  the 
tendereft  manner  *.  And,  furely,  what  in- 
ftinft  infpireth  the  lower  creatures  to  adt,  in 
a  point  fo  neceflary  to  their  prefervation,  rea- 
fon,  good-nature,  and  afFedtion,  (hould  yet 
more  ftrongly  diredt,  in  beings  who  boaft  of 
higher  endowments,  and  fuperior  excellence. 

And  thus  much  for  the  duty  of  parents, 
in  providing  for  the  health  and  good  confti- 
tution  of  their  children. 

*  This  I  fpeak  from  certain  knowlege,  grounded 
upon  long  and  frequent  obfervation. 
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Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  be  Jhould 
go'y  and  when  be  is  old  be  will  not 
depart  from  it, 

m 

THE  next  duty  that  parents  owe  their 
children^  is^  to  give  them  good  in- 
ftru^on. 

The  care  of  the  body,  however  impor- 
tant, is  yet  but  a  lower  concern.  It  is  true, 
as  it  is  the  inftrument  of  the  foul,  care  fhould 
be  taken  to  make  it  as  ufefully  fubfervient 
to  it,  in  its  operations,  as  is  poflible.  And, 
foraimuch  as  this  is  not  to  be  done  without 
health,  and  a  good  habit,  therefore  we  owe 
the  fame  care  to  the  body  on  thefe  accounts, 
that  a  muiician  doth  to  his  inftrument ;  be- 
caufe,  if  that  be  neglefted,  if  it  be  either 
broken  or  abufed,  or  if  the  firings  be  of 
an  undue  tone  or  texture,  it  will  never  an- 
fwer  the  ends  of  his  art ;  but  will  often  fend 
ibrth  a  difagreeable  difcord,  inftead  of  a  de- 
lightful harmony,— For  this  reafon^  the  firft 
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and  great  care  in  life  fhould  be,  to  join  a 
found  mind  to  a  found  body  s  and  to  preferve 
both  in  their  perfedlion. — Now,  forafmuch 
as  the  mind  is  believed,  by  many  wife  men, 
to  come  into  the  world  a  perfed  blank,  free 
from  all  charaders  of  good  or  evil,  and  ca* 
pable  of  any ;  and,  forafmuch  as  knowlege 
and  virtue  are  its  health  and  ifarength  I  there- 
fore th«  firft  duty,  in  life,  is  to  imprefs  right 
notions,  and  good  principles,  upon  it,  in  the 
beginning:  and,  for  this  reafon,  you  are 
firft  to  imprefs  a  flrong  awe  of  Almighty 
God  upon  the  minds  of  your  children :  of 
that  God,  who  made  all  things  in  heaven 
and  in  earth,  by  the  word  of  his  mouth ; 
and  can  deftroy  thera  again  at  his  pleafure : 
of  .that  God,  who  knoweth  the  fecrets  of 
our  hearts,  and  feetb  the  thoughts  afar  off: 
and  there  is  not  a  motion  in  our  minds  that 
is  hid  from  him  y  but  he  will  punifh  all  evil 
thoughts,  as  well  as  evil  adHons,  with  dread-t 
ful  vengeance !  and,  on  the  contrary,  wUl 
reward  every  ad:,  and  every  intention  of  vir-^ 
tue,  with  excefs  of  happinefs !  And  when 
your  children  know  all  tliis,  your  next  care 
is  to  teach  them,  as  far  as  they  are  capable 
of  learning,  what  virtue  and  goodnefs  is : 
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and,  on  the  contrary,  what  thofe  wicked 
anions  are  which  will  offend  God,  and  pro- 
voke his  wrath  againft  us :  and  then  infpire 
them,  by  all  poffible  methods,  with  the  love 
of  the  one,  and  abhorrence  of  the  other.-— 
The  virtues,  which  they  are  firft  to  be  taught, 
are,  to  love,  and  do  all  good  offices  to,  all 
around  them :  to  pity  the  mlferies  and  mif- 
fortunes  of  all  they  fee  in  affliction ;  and  to 
becharkable  to  the  poor.    Andall  this  moft 
children  are  capable  of  learning,  even  before 
they  can  fpeak :  whereas  the  contrary  to  this 
is  the  practice  of  moft  parents^  or,  at  leaft, 
of  thole  to  whofe  care  they  commit  their 
children.     Wrath,  revenge,  and  cruelty,  are 
the  firft  paftions  children  are  taught  to  exert: 
if  they  fall,,  the  ground  is  to  be  beaten  ii> 
revenge :  if  any  one  offend  them,  they  are 
taught  toftamp,  and  clinch  their  fifts,  and  roar 
out  ibme  expreflions,  even  of  inarticulate 
rage,  againft  them :  if  birds,  or  other  poor 
creatures,  are  brought  to  them,  to  divert 
them,  they  are  to  be  abufed  and  killed.— 
And  thus,  inftead  of  being  early  inftrudtcd 
in  meekneis  and  compaffion,  in  humanity 
and  good-nature,  they  are  taught  refentment, 
md  wrath,  and  cruelty,  iji  their  very  cradles. 

a  Vices 
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Vices  which,in  all  probability,  the  beft  inflxu- 
aion  in  the  world  will  never  beabletounteach 
them  throughly,  for  the  reft  of  their  lives : — 
and  fo  they  bcjEcme  monfters  of  oppreffion 
and  inhumanity  to  all  they  deal  with. 

The  fentence  of  the  Areopagus^  one  of 
the  wifeft  aflemblies  of  Greece^  or  of  the 
world,  is  well  worth  our  attention  on  this 
head :  they  condemned,  and  pailed  a  fevere 
fentence  upon,  a  child,  who  diverted  himfelf 
with  putting  out  the  eyes  of  quails :  con- 
fidering  that  action  as  a  mark  of  a  moft  de- 
teftable  difpoiition ;  which,  if  it  were  fuf- 
fered  to  grow  up  with  impunity,  would  be 
pernicious  to  a  great  number  of  people. 

The  next  virtue  that  children  are  to  be 
taught,  is,  Veracity ;  that  is,  to  tell  the  truth 
upon  all  occafions  :  and  this  is  a  virtue  in 
which  they  will  be  more  eafily  inftrudlcd ; 
becaufe  it  is  a  virtue  to  which  all  children 
are  naturally  difpofed,  and  from  which  moft 
of  them  are  warped  with  difficulty.  And 
to  confirm  them  in  this  difpofition,  they  are 
to  know,  that  this  is  a  virtue  which  God 
Almighty  hath  a  peculiar  regard  for :  that  he 
delighteth  to  be  called  the  God  of  truth : 
tliat  mercy  and  truth  are  his  great, attributes! 

that 
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that  non6  Jhall  abide  in  his  tabernacle y  none 
Jhall  dwell  in  bis  holy  hill^  but  he  that  /peak- 
etb  the  truth  from  his  heart.     On  the  other 
hand,  they  are  to  be  taught  the  utmoft  dread 
and  abhorrence  of  a  lye :  that  the  devil  is  a 
lyarj  and  the  author  of  it :  but  that  God 
Almighty  hateth  and  detefteth  it ;  that  he 
hath  declared,  by  the  mouth  of  Solomon^ 
that  lying  lips  are  an  abomination  unto  the 
Lord'y  and  that  i^^  that  fpeaketh  lyes  Jhall 
not  efcape.     And  whereas  moft  lyes  are  told 
to  hide  faults,  every  &ult,  that  is  confefled 
with  ingenuity,  and  forrow  for  having  com«- 
mitted  it,  fhould  be  forgiven  5  but  a  lye 
(hould  never  be  forgiven,  but  correftcd  with 
double  chaftifement ;  and  for  this  plain  rea- 
fon,  becaufe  it  doubles  every  fault  that  is 
committed,  by  adding  known  falfhood  to 
it.     This,  I  ikyj  is  what  children  Jhould  be 
taught :  but  the  very  contrary  to  this,  is  too 
often  what  they  are  taught.  They  are  threat- 
ened and  flattered  into  falfhood,  as  foon  as 
they  arc  capable  of  being  guilty  of  it.    And 
almoft  the  firft  fentence  a  child  learns,  after 
.    he  can  fpeak,  is  a  lying  excufe  for  his  nurfe, 
or  his  fervant.     If  he  fall,  or  be  hurted,  by 
negligence,  he  is  to  doiy  it  to  death. — 

If 
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If  they  have  given  him  any  food  that  makes 
him  fide,  he  is  to  deny  it  ftedfaftly,  altho' 
the  lye  fhould  cofi:  him  his  life.  I  believe 
there  are  few  that  hear  me>  who  have  not 
known  feveral,  and  heard  of  many  more,  in- 
ftaoces  of  qhikiren,  who  have  k)ft  dieir 
limbs,  fnd  been  crip{des  all  their  li&  long, 
by  this  Qows^vcxi  of  their  attendants. — 
But  how  many  thoufands  have  loft  their  lives 
in  this  manner,  is  impoffible  to  fay. — And, 
Indeed,  if  they  only  loft  their  limbs  and 
their  lives,  the  evil  would  be,  in  fome  de^ 
gree,  tolerable:  whereas  this  eariy  habit  of 
lying  depraves  the  mind,  beyond  any  other 
wh^oever!  and  betrajrs  childmi  into  fo 
much  impudence  and  efirontery,  as  makes 
them  hardened  to  every  virtue,  and  obftinate 
in  every  vice:  and  of  confequence  muft  end, 
too  often,  in  their  eternal  ruin. 

To  this  we  owe  that  ftedfaftnefi  in  i&lf- 
hood,  confpicuous  in  tl^  charadtrs  of  (bme 
men:  men  that  allow  themselves  in  the  vileft 
and  moft  villainous  falfhoods,  that  can  any 
way  contribute  to  increafe  thdr  gain,  or  hide 
their  guik;  to  mafk  and  difguife  their  hypo- 
crify^  and  raife  the  reputation  of  their  righ- 
teoufneis !  and  though  they  (hould  be  in- 
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ftantly  detedted,  and  expofed  even  to  nu- 
merous aflemblies,  this  makes  no  change  in 
their  condud: ;  for  the  hypocrite's  whole  life 
is  one  continued  lye :  you  may  confute,  but 
you  can't  confound  him.  They  receive  your 
corret^on  with  fuch  a  placid  compofure,  with 
fuch  a  meeknefs  and  humility  in  liypocriiy^ 
that  you  can  fcarce  believe  your  fenies  to 
their  diiadvantage :  how  is  it  poflible  fuch 
meek,  fuch  diiintereftedt  fuch  fan^fied  men^ 
(hould  be  villains?  And»  indeed,  it  would  be 
hard  to  account  for  it,  were  we  not  informed 
by  the  Spirit  of  Gop,  that  the  great  &ther 
of  l3res  can,  upon  occafion^  transform  him- 
felf  into  an  angel  of  Ught. 

Another  du^,  which  children  (hould  be 
early  taught,  and  which,  perhaps,  will  be 
the  beft  guardian  of  their  veracity,  and  every 
other  virtue ;  is  an  avdlul  reg^d,  and  high 
veneration,  for  the  Name  and  Honour  of 
God!  for  tlus  will  eftabliih  a  high  fenfe  of 
the  divine  pov^rer  and  majefty  in  the  minds 
of  children  $  when  they  underftand  that  his 
name  is  not  to  be  nt^entioned,  but  with  awe 
and  reverence.— -And  yet,  God  knows,  the 
diredk  contrary  to  this  is  the  prance  of  the 
world;  and  the  very  firftwords  children  are 

often 
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often  taught  to  pronounce,  is  fome  profa- 
nation of  the  name  of  God,  in  a  curfe,  or 
an  oath. 

7J^  fear  of  the  Lord  (faith  Solomon)  is 
the  beginning  of  wifdom:  children  are  in- 
fluenced into  duty  by  the  impreflions  of  fear, 
even  before  the  ufe  of  reafon ;  and,  there- 
fore, the  fear  of  God  fliould  be  inculcated 
as  early,  and  as  deeply,  as  poflible :  as  the 
fureft  means  to  infpire  them  with  caution  and 
confideration,  which  are  the  furc  founda- 
tions of  wifdom  and  virtue :  and  the  beft 

guardians  againft  error  and  impiety: 

whereas,  when  children  have  got  early  ha- 
bits of  profaning  the  name  of  God,  they 
immediately  lofe  all  fcnfe  of  fear  towards 
him :  and,  with  that,  all  fenfe  of  religion 
and  virtue !  and  fo  become  utterly  profli- 
gate, and  abandoned  to  all  vice  and  villainy ! 
infomuch  that,  I  believe,  there  fcarcely 
ever  was  one  inflance  of  any  child,  who  was 
early  allowed  to  curfe  and  fwear,  that  ever 
became  a  good  man,  to  the  laft  day  of  his 
life. 

The  next  virtue,  in  which  I  would  have 
children  inftruifted,  is,  Humility.  The  virtue 
which,  of  all  others,  vnll  beft  prepare  them 

for 
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for  all  the  crofs  accidents  and  calanndties  they 
arc  fure  to  meet  with  in  life,  ^  will  give  them 
the  trueft  fenfc  of  their  own  corruption,  and 
weaknefS)  and  vanity  \  and,  of  confequence, 
will  difpofe  them  to  contentment  and  reiig- 
nation,  under  all  the  difpenfations  and  cha-- 
itifements  of  the  Divine  Providence.  And 
this  is  a  virtue,  whidi  the  modefty  of  their 
tender  jrears  will  incline  and  enable  them  to 
pradiie  with  eafe :  whereas,  in  the  common 
courfe  of  education,  they  are  carefully  ini*- 
tiated  into  the  contrary  vice,  and  are  taught 
pride,  with  as  much  diligence,  as  if  it  were 
the  moil  important  duty  in  life :  and,  as  if 
the  delay  of  fo  excellent  an  inftitution  were 
of  dangierous  confequence,  they  take  care 
to  b^in  with  it  betimes,  and  inftrud  them 
in  it,  as  foon  as  they  are  capable  of  difcem- 
ing  their  own  figure  in  the  glafs :  and  then  is 
the  imagination  of  the  poor  young  creature 
bewildered,  with  all  the  gayeties  that  vanity 
can  invent;  laces,  ribbons,  feathers,  fineries, 
and  fopperies  of  all  kinds  and  colours,  are 
crowdoi  together,  to  adorn  the  tender  clay : 
and  the  imagination  of  one,  if  not  both 
parents,  is  ilretched,  to  difpofe  and  vary  all 
theie  to  advantage}*  that  the  poor  little  pa^- 

H  geant 
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geant  may,  by  all  means,  be  early  taught  to 
fet  a  right  value  upon  its  perfoii :  and  to  di- 
ftinguifh  itfelf  from  other  children,  whofc 
parents  have  lefs  fortune  or  foppery  than 
its  own.— ^The  corifcquence  from  all  this  is, 
that  fo  fine  a  creature  cannot  bear  to  go  into 
a  cold  dirty  fchool,  or  mix  with  a  herd  of 
tattered  children;  and  fo  is  kept  &  home, 
for  fear  of  fpoilihg  Its  firne  cloatl^,  or  its  fine 
complexion.— ^nd  by  this  means,  its  little 
head  is  in  a  very  little  time  fo  intirely  filled 
with  fuch  fine  ideas  of  drefs,  and  fashion, 
and  vanity,  thit  there  is  no  room  left  for 
any  thing  good  or  ufeful  ever  after.     If  the 

"child  be  of  the  other fex,  it  is  odds,  but  (he 
is  committed,  perhaps  trufted  intirely,'tothe 

"care  of  an  ignoraiit  tmd  phanftaftic  fcrvant, 
who,  if  fhe  hath  the  good  forttirie- to  be  bom 
a  foreigner,  is,  fi-om  that  fole  advantistge, 
without  the  recommendation  of  any  one 
ufefut  talent  in* life,  too  often  thought  quaH-- 
fied  to  educate  children  of  the  liSgbeft  con- 
dition: and  will  take  fpeeial  care,  never  to 
fpoil  the  fine  eyes  of  lier  pupil,  -  either  with 
work,  or  reading:  never*  to  moteft  her  miiid, 

"  either  with  the  low  trouHefome  knoWlegc 
of  family-aiSairs^  or  with  the  Severities  *  of 

religion 
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religion  and  virtue :  will  teach  her  to  fpeak 
a  foreign  language  with  great  eafe  and  vo- 
lubility^ perhaps  without  icnowing  how  to 
x:ead  her  own — and,  what  is  infinitely  worfe, 
will  be  too  apt  to  unteach  her  the  aukward 
unfafhionable  virtues  of  jnodefly  and  referve: 
will  let  her  underftand,  that  blufhing  is  the 
higheft  crime  fhe  can  be  guilty  of:  and  xhit 
ihe  ought  to  be  afhamed  of  nothing,  but  be- 
ing out  of  countenance,  or  out  of  fashion : 
in  a  word,  will  make  her  a  complete,  per- 
haps a  perverted  woman,  before  fhe  knows 
what  it  is  to  be  a  child. 

If  the  child  happen  to  be  of  the  male 
idnd,  it  is  odds,  :but  a  French  tutor  will  do 
as  much  by  him.  I  would  here  by  no  means 
be  underAood  to  mean  any  reflection  upon 
that  great  nation,  which  hath  produced  io 
many  men  of  eminence  in  every  branch  of 
ufofiil  knowlcge — I  cenfure  nothing  but 
,our  own  folly,  in  too  often  choofing  the 
mesmeft  of  that  nation,  for  the  moft  import- 
ant office  in  liife,  the  education  of  our  chil- 
dren.-—Thcfe  are  men  who  from  their  Ikill 
in  outward  ornaments  are  too  often  abfurdly 
.cbo/en,  to  infufe  inward  accompliHiments : 
men  who  will  carry  their  pupils,  by  a  fhort 

H  2  road, 
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road,  thro*  cofFee-houfes,  play-houfes,  and 
aflemblies,  into  what  they  call,  the  knowlege 
of  the  world :  without  pafling  through  the 
tedious  round  of  old  and  obfolete  books 
and  languages,  and  the  fevcre  difcipline  of 
ftudy :  and  without  incumbering  their  fine 
heads  with  the  lumber  and  pedahtry  of  arts 
and  fciences. — Such  is  that  deteflable  edu- 
cation, by  which  many  of  the  beft  fortunes 
and  families  amorigfl  us  are  too  early  cor- 
rupted and  crampt,  to  the  reproach  and  ca- 
lamity of  their  country !  Men,  well  known, 
and  fufficiently  diftinguifhed  in  all  places  of 
public  refort ;  except  the  Church, the  Senate, 
and  the  Coiuts  of  Juftice  :  for  in  the  firft  of 
thefe,  they  are  rarely  feen,  at  Icaft  to  any 
good  purpofe  J  and  in  the  reft,  as  rarely  heard. 
And  altho*  fome,  by  the  force  of  a  better 
genius,  and  the  influence  of  the  Divine 
Grace,  may  break  thro*  the  prejudices  of  fo 
unhappy  an  education;  yet  thefe  arc  but  few, 
and  rare,  in  comparifon  of  the  mighty  num- 
bers that  are  utterly  undone  by  it* 

Another  virtue  that  fliould  be  early  and 
carefully  taught  children,  is  Juftice;  and  that 
equity  and  honefty  in  our  dealings,  which  is 
prefcribed  by  this  virtue,  is  fo  very  agreeable 

to 
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to  the  firft  rudiments  of  reafon,  that  children 
are  very  early  capable  of  it.  And  to  giw 
them  a  high  veneration  for  this  virtue  (which 
is  the  fhield  of  right,  and  the  bond  of  peace), 
they  are  to  be  taught,  that  it  is  of  high  value 
in  die  fight  of  God!  that  jufticeand  judg^ 
ment  are  the  habitation  of  bis  throne  !  and 
that  he  hath  in  his  holy  vv^ord  promifed  great 
and  lafting  blefiings  upon  thofe  that  pradtifc; 
this  virtue  firom  the  he^t.  That  Godhlejfetb 
the  habitation  of  the  juft :  that  they  are  un- 
der his  inmiediate  care  and  prote<ftion:  that 
he  Hath  promifed,  that  no  evil  fhall  happen 
imto  them :  and  that  he  wrill  deliver  them 
from  trouble. 

On  the  other  hand,  they  are  to  be  infpired 
with  the  utmoft  deteftation  and  abhorrence 
of  all  fraud  and  iniquity  in  their  dealings.-— 
They  are  to  be  taught,  that  every  degree  of 
thefe  vices  are  marks  of  the  meaneft  and 
baieft  minds !  that  there  is  as  much  villainy 
in  defrauding  a  fchool-fellow  of  a  taw,  or 
a  trifle,  as  in  robbing  him  of  any  thing  of 
greater  value — for  if  a  child  be  allowed  to 
do  injuftice  in  a  trifle,  he  will  be  much  more 
tempted  to  it  when  he  can  gain  confiderably 
hy  it    And  therefore  he  is  to  bQ  tau^ht^ 

H  3  that 
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that  this  is  a  vice  which  will  render  him  de- 
fpicable,  as  tvcll  as  hattful,  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world :  and  doubly  odious  in  the  fight 
of  God — that  falfe  weights  and  falfe  tnea- 

Jiires  are  an  abomination  to  him that  if 

any  man  defraud  his  brother,  God  hath  de- 

ciittd  himfelf  an  avenger  of  all  fuch 

that  he  hath  declared,  that  neither  thieves, 
nor  extortioners,  Jhall  inherit  the  kingdom 
^  of  God.  Your  children  are  to  be  early  arid 
carefully  taught,  that  iiothing  under  heaven 
can  juftify  any  degree  of  fraud  or  iniquity  in 
bur  dealings !  that  no  pretence,  even  of  good 
intentions,  or  pious  purpofes  tvhatfbever, 
can  fandlify  wicked  means :  thiat  we  muft 
by  no  njearis  do  evil,  that  good  may  come : 
and  that  the  Spirit  of  G  o  d  hath  exprefly  de- 
clared of  all  that  do  fo,  by  the  mouth  of 
Jus  holy  apoftle,  that  their  damnation  is  jufi. 
ThatGdbhimfelf  hath  declared  by  the  mouth 
of  his  {irophet  Ifaiah  (Ixi.  8.),  that  he  hateib 
robbery,  though  it  nvere  for  a  burnt-offering. 
And,  above  ail,  they  (hould  be  carefully 
taught,  that  of  all  robberies,  thfey  are  the 
itooft  heinous,  the  moft  hateful,  the  moft 
abhorred  of  God,  wjio  have  the  fpoils  of  die 
Widow  and  the  orphan  for  their  objeft.  The 

help- 
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hclplefs  orphan,  the  fickly,  the  aged,  the 
defolated  widow.  O  Lord,  righteous  and 
juft,  how  juft  are  thy  judgBfients,  which  thou 
haft  pronounced  againft  their  oppreiibrs  in 
thy  holy  writ }  Opp^^fi  not  the  widoWy  nor 
the  fatberlefsy  nor  the  poor^  faith  Zecba-- 
riab  (vii.  10.).  And  he  obferveth  of  all  that 
do  fo,  that  they  made  their  hearts  as  an  ada^ 
fnant-jtme^  left  they  Jhould  hear  the  lanv^ 
and  the  words  which  the  Lord  of  ho/is  hath 

fent  in  bis  Spirit  by  the  former  prophets. 

Therefore  came  a  great  wrath  frwi  the  Lord 
of  bofts'-^tberefore  it  came  to  pafs^  that  as  he 
criedy  and  they  would  not  hear ;  fo  they 
cried  J  and  I  would  not  bear^  faith  the  Lord 
of  bofis. 

Wo  to  thee  that  fpoilejl^  and  thou  waft  not 

Jpoiled  (faith  Ifaiahy  xxxiii.  i.) ;  and  dealefl 
treacberoufty^  and  they  dealt  not  treacheroufty 
with  thee.  Rob  not  the  poor  (faith  Solomon^ 
m  the  xxii*  ch.  of  his  Proverbs^  Rob  not  the 
poor)  becaufe  be  is  poor  s  neither  opprefs  the 
qffliSed  in  the  gate :  for  the  Lord  will  plead 
.  their  caufe^  and  fpoil  the  foul  of  thofe  that 
Jpoiled  them. 

H  4  God, 
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God,  of  his  infinite  mercy ,  deliver  this 
audience  from  this  guilt,  and  from  the 
"Vengeance  due  to  it ;  through  the  me^ 
rits  and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ* 
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Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  Jhould 
go^y  and  when  he  is  old  he  will  not 
depart  from  it. 

IN  a  fOTmer  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words, 
I  jnropofed  to  confider  the  Duty  of  Pa- 
jents  to  their  Children  in  the  following^ 
order : 

Firii:,  That  parents  are  obliged  to  take 
care  of  the  health  and  conflitution  of 
their  children. 

Secondly,  That  they  are  to  give  them 

good  inibudtiont 
Thirdly,  That  they  are  to  corredl  them  in 

their  &ults. 

Fourthly,  That  they  are  to  fhew  them 

gpod  example. 
Fif&ly,  They  are  to  make  a  proper  pro- 

vifion  for  them,  as  far  as  they  are  able. 
And,  laftly.  They  are  to  pray  to  God  for 

them. 

Under 
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Under  the  firft  of  thefe  heads,  I  fhew'd  it 
to  be  the  previous  duty  of  all  perfons  that 
entered  into  the  married  ftate,  to  take  care, 
that  their  conftitutions  were  not  impaired 
by  intemperance,  or  excefs,  or  vice  of  any 
kind;  nor  their  minds  infefted  with  evil 
habits:  inafmuch  as  evil  diipofitions  are 
found,  by  experience,  to  be  propagated  as 
well  as  evil  conftitutions :  and  altho'  it  be  a 
refleftion  of  fufficicnt  dread  and  difquiet, 
to  be  the  author  of  a  miferable  infeded  race 
of  wretched  mortals;  yet  it  is  infinitely  more 
fo,  deliberately  to  diffufe  vice  and  villainy 
among  mankind,  and  entail  them  upon  late 
pofterity :  to  be  the  founder  of  a  race  of 
fiends. 

In  the  next  place^  I  fhew'd  it  to  be  the 
indifpenfable  duty  of  mothers  to  nurfe  their 
own  childien,  if  their  health  and  conftitution 
will  allow  it :  that  this  is  indifputably  a  law 
of  nature ;  and,  as  fuch,  guarded  with  evident 
and  fufficient  fandions :  the  observance  of 
it  attended  with  the  reward  of  fignal  plea- 
fure  and  happinefs  to  the  parent ;  and  the 
tranfgreflion  of  it,  with  dangers  and  punifh-  x 
ments  of  various  kinds. 

The 
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The  next  duty  of  parents  which  I  confi- 
dered  in  my  laft  difcourfc,  was,  that  of  ghr- 
ing  their  children  good  inftrudHons :  and  the 
firft  part  of  this  duty,  I  told  you,  was  toghre 
them  ?arly  and  ftrong  impreffions,  of  the 
awe  and  veneration  df  that  great  Being,  that 
made  hearen  and  earth  5  that  fearchetb  the 
f carets  of  the  hearty  and  feeth  the  thoughts 
^fa^  ^ff~^^  Almighty  Author  of  fure  and 
unerring  vengeance  to  the  wicked,  and  infi- 
nite and  unfpeakable  rewards  to  the  righ- 
teous !  and  dien,  gradually  to  explain  and 
inculcate  the  feveral  virtues,  that  will  Intitle 
them  to  his  favour  j  and  infpire  the  utmoft 
abhorrence  of  thofe  vices,  that  will  draw 
down  his  vengeance  upon  them. 

The  chief  of  thefe  virtues,  I  told  you, 
were  Mercy,  Humility,  Truth,  and  Juftice : 
whidi  are  the  nobler  and  more  immediate 
tranicripts  of  his  own  perfedlions !  the  great 
guatdkns  of  peace  upon  earthy  and  gsod^ 
wtt  tWMrds  men  I  and  under  fome  of  thefe 
headd,  I  ihewed  you  the  pernicious  pradHce 
of  parents  and  fervants,  in  early  initiating, 
and  carefully  inftrufting  children  in  many  of 
tbe  ccttitrary  vices:  Wrath,  Revenge,  Cruelty, 

Pride, 
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Pdde,  Lying,  and  profening  the  Name  of 
God,  in  unhallowed  oaths  and  curfes. 

I  concluded  with  an  earneft  exhortation 
to  parents,  early  and  carefully  to  inflrudt  and 
dcardfe  their  children  in  the  principles  and 
in  the  pra<3ice  of  juftice ;  which  is  the  fhield 
of  right,and  the  bond  of  peace:  to  teach  them 
that  nothing  under  heaven  can  juflify  any 
fiaud  or  iniqui^,  in  our  dealings :  that  no 
pretence  of  good  intentions  or  pious  pur- 
^fes  whatfoever,can  fandify  wicked  means. 

Having  thus  confidered  the  principal  vir- 
tues, in  which  children  are  early  to  be  in- 
flruded,  I  now  proceed  to  confider  thofe, 
which  may,  I  think,  be  properly  called,  fe- 
condary  or  minifterial  virtues;  as  being  fub- 
fervient  to  virtues  of  greater  confequence,  and 
higher  excellence,  than  themfelves :  and  the 
chief  of  thefeare.  Temperance,  Obedience, 
Modefty,  Civility,  and  Induftry. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe,  I  am  well  aware, 
that  Tempetance  is,  and  hath  ever  been,  ac* 
counted  a  cardinal  virtue :  nor  is  it  any  part  of 
my  intention  to  debafe  its  dignity:  but  only  to 
obferve,  that  as  it  is  fubfervient  to  higher 
purpofesg  than  bare  abftinence  from  excefs  s 

and 
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and  is  indeed  neceilary  to  the  exercife  of 
every  other  virtue ;  therefore  I  think,  it  may 
not  improperly  be  termed  minifterial :  and 
it    is    certain,    that  wife  men  have  ever 
efteemed  Temperance  fo  neceflary  both  to 
health  and  virtue,  that  fome  have  gone  fo 
j&r,  as  to  injoin  it  ftri^y  to  the  breeding 
parent;  that  io  the  child  may  come  into' 
the  world,  in  fome  meafure,  influenced  by 
this  habit ;  or,  at  leaft,  properly  prepared  for 
it.     All  phyficians  agree,  that  the  plameft 
and  fimpleft  foods  are  beft  fitted  to  young 
and  tender  ilomachs,  and  are  attended  with 
lefs  danger  of  furfeit  and  exceis ;  and  of  con- 
fequence  are  more  fafe  and  falutary :  and  all 
philofophers  s^ee,  that  Temperance  is  the 
truefl  foundation  of  every  virtue,  and  good 
habit  in  the  mind.     And  if  fo,  it  is  evident 
to  common  fenfe,  that  this  foundation  can- 
not be  laid  too  early :  and  therefore  parents 
cannot  be  too  careful  in  avoiding  all  fweeten- 
in^   and    feafonings,    all  heightenings  of 
tafte,  in  their  childrens  food ;  which  cannot 
fail  of  having  ill  effects  upon  their  health, 
and  giving  them  an  early  turn  to  luxury,  the 
inlet  of  every  vice,  and  every  corruption,  to 
which  the  human  nature  is  prone !— Luxu- 
ry 
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ly,  our  national  reproach  and  ruin !  to  which 
AiKC  ovis^y  among  infinite  other  evils,  the 
immeafurable  ufe  of  that  too  fafhionaUe  and 
pernicious  plants  which  weakens  the  Ao- 
joiadb,  unbraces  the  nerves,  and  drains  the 
itery  vitals  of  our  national  wealth ;  to  which 
iieverthelefs  our  children  are  as  early,  ^and 
'  as  carefully  enured,  from  the  very  hreaft,  as 
4f  the  daily  vS^  of  this  liquor  were  an  indif- 
penikble  duty  which  thqr  owed  to  God  and 
their  country. 

The  next  minifterial  virtue  which  children 
fhould  be  early  taught,  is  Obedience;  and  it 
•is  fufficiently  known,  that  this  is  always  the 
firft  duty  inculcated  by  that  <»rder  of  men, 
which  hath  hitherto  been  moft  eminent  for 
the  education  of  youth.  ChiUrm^  obey  your 
parents  in  all  things^  faith  the  ajx)ftle ;  for 
-this  is  well  pleafing  unto  the  Lord.  And, 
doubtlefs,  nothing  can  be  more  agreeable  to 
the -God  of  order,  and  Fountain  of  all  virtue, 
and  all  felicity,  than  this  fubmiilion  of  chil- 
dren to  their  natural  fuperiors  and  guardians; 
which  is  the  beft  early  guardian  of  their 
health,  the  beft  fecurity  of  their  virtue,  and 
iburce  of  their  happinefs ;  it  being  evident, 
that,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  nothing 

can 
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can  be  more  rcafonable,  or  of  greater  ufe  to 
children^  than  a  ready  undifputing  fubmifiion 
to  the  will  of  their  parents ;  they  being,  from 
the  advantage  of  more  age  and  experience, 
better  judges  of  what  they  ought  to  do  or 
avoid.  And  therefore  this  obedience  fhotild 
have  no  limitation  or  referve,  except  where 
the  parent  is  found  to  command  fomething 
contrary  to  the  law  of  G  o  d  :  in  that  cafe,  and 
in  that  only,  the  child's  obedience  is  to  be 
difpcnfed  with ;  in  all  others,  to  be  fteadily 
and  uniformly  exacted,  without  admitting 
the  leaft  debate  or  hefitation ;  than  which 

« 

nothing  can  be  of  worfe  confequence,  either 
to  the  peace  of  the  parent,  or  the  virtue  and 
well-being  of  the  child :  the  fame  fpirit  that 
is  reftivc  to  the  authority  of  the  parent,  will 
m  time  be  refradtory  to  that  of  the  magi- 
ikatejand  rebellious  even  to  that  of  Almighty 
God  ;  and  will  at  the  fame  time,,  in  all  pro- 
bability, degenerate  into  an  ofFeniive  rude- 
nefe,  or  an  unfociable  fullennefs  to  the  reft 
of  the  world.  And  therefore  parents  fhould 
fubdue  this  fpirit  early  and  cffedhially,  if 
th^  expedt  their  children  ihould  become 
good  ions,  good  fubjeds,  or  good  chriftians. 
And  the  true  way  to  do  this  is,  by  carefully 
4  avoiding 
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avoiding  all  cruel,  unjuft,  and  wicked  com- 
mands, and  exadting  a  fevere  and  fteady  obe- 
dience to  all  otliers.  And  thefe,  in  a  pru- 
dent and  good  parent^  muft  often  be  fuch  as 
will  fhe w  the  child  his  own  intereft  and  hap- 
pinefs,  in  the  obedience  he  yielded  to  them ; 
although  neither  of  thefe,  neither  his  intereft 
nor  his  happinefs,  ihould  ever  by  any  means 
be  made  the  rules  or  meafures  of  his  obe- 
dience (becaufe  there  are  infinite  inAances, 
in  which  it  is  impoflible  he  can  either  difcem 
or  judge  of  them) :  no,  this  muft  be  intirely 
refolved  into  the  parents  right  of  rule ;  the 
natural  pleafure  of  a  dutiful  fubmifiion  to 
their  authority;  and  thecomfortableafifurance 
of  a  bleffing  from  Almighty  God,  upon  their 
chearful  and  confcientious  obedience*. 

Another  virtue  that  parents  are  carefully 
to  cultivate  in  their  children,  is  Modeily.  By 
Modeily  I  mean,  not  that  outward  demure- 
nefs  and  artifice  of  face ;  that  affedted  guife 
and  phrafe  of  humility,  which  impudence 
often  affumes,  and  hypocrify  always:  the 
mafk  of  fraud,  and  harbinger  of  deceit!  that 

♦  On  the  flave-coaft  of  Guineyj  children  give  and 
receive  nothing  from  their  parents,  or  elder  brothers ; 
nor  wi^es  from  their  hufbands^  but  upoit  the  knee. 
Bo/mofh  P«34^> 

meek 
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meek  unbluftiing  aflurance,  which  diftin- 
guifhes  the  finooth  and  faintly  Pharifee-,  that 
fmooths  his  phrafe,  and  humbles  his  eyes, 
with  all  the  arts,  and  to  all  the  purpofes  of 
dclufion  I  of  whom  the  pfalmift  fo  juftly  ob- 
ferves,  that  there  is  no  faithfulnefs  in  as 
mouths  their  throat  is  an  open  fepulchre  *^ 
they  flatter  with  their  tongue.  No ;  true 
hiodeity  arifes  from  a  true  fenfe  of  decency 
and  duty,  and  beft  fhews  itfelf  in  a  becoming- 
nefs  of  behaviour,  and  due  deference  to  the 
reft  of  the  world,  according  to  their  feverai 
relations  and  flations  in  it ;  equally  removed 
from  fawning  and  from  falfhood:  and  of 
this  we  need  fay  little  more,  than  that  it  is 
at  once  the  greateft  ornament  of  youth,  and 
beft  guardian  of  virtue.  It  is  that  natural 
checque,  which  it  hath  pleafed  God  to  lay 
upoi\  every  thing,  that  is  either  vicious,  or 
unruly,  or  even  indecent,  in  our  nature.  And 
of  how  much  value  this  virtue  is  in  the  eyes 
of  Almighty  God,  is  evident  from  the  care 
which  he  hath  taken  of  it  in  the  very  forma- 
tion of  our  frame.  The  fluftiing  of  the  blood 
in  the  fiice,  upon  the  confcioufnefs  of  having 
violated  this  virtue,  or  even  upon  the  leaft 
appreheniion  of  being  in  danger  of  violating 

\  it, 
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It,  is  one  of  the  moft  amazing  phaenomena 
among  all  the  wonders  of  our  make :  for 
what  is  this,  in  efFeft,  but  God  Almighty's 
declaring  to  us,  that  we  fliall  never  offend 
againft  this  virtue,  without  publiliurig  our 
fhame  to  all  around  us?  v^at  is  it,  but 
making  every  drop  of  blood  in  our  bodies, 
the  guardians  of  it  ?  and  this,  in  a  manner, 
equally  afloni(iiing  and  inexplicable !  flaftiiflg 
the  blood  into  the  face,  by  chanels  that 
never  were  found  out ;  and  by  a  power  that 
never  was,  or  will  be,  accounted  for :  and 
the  plain  reafon  why  this  virtue  is  fb  guarded, 
is  of  fuch  mighty  importance  in  the  fight  of 
God,  is  this :  It  is  the  guardian  of  every 
virtue.  It  is  in  the  mechanifm  of  our  firame, 
what  prudence  is  in  our  minds  j  the  power 
that  fways,  and  guides,  and  governs,  all  the 
other  virtues.  Take  away  prudence  from  the 
mind,  and  there  is  no  virtue  left:  take  away 
modefly  from  our  make,  and  the  confe- 
quence  will,  in  efFeft,  be  the  fame:  this  once 
removed,  the  mind  becomes  the  eafy  prey 
of  every  paffion,  every  vice,  and  every  evil 
tendency  in  our  nature. — This  once  re- 
moved, every  fpark  of  evil,  before  latent  in 
the  foul^  blazes  out  into  a  flame,  and  de- 
vours 
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TOUTS  all  worth  and  virtue  before  it :  and 
therefore  there  is  not  a  more  lovely,  or  more 
important,  office  of  the  parental  care,  than 
to  be  flxift  and  diligent  guardians  of  the 
modefty  of  their  children :  than  to  keep  them 
at  the  utmoft  diftance  from  every  thing,  that 
hath  the  leaft  appearance,  even  of  indecency^ 
and  much  more  of  impudence,  impiety,  or 
immorality  of  any  kind.  And  yet  the  very 
contrary  to  this  is  too  notorioufly  the  pradlice 
of  many  parents :  who  take  a  monftrous,  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  a  hellifh  pleafure,  in 
teaching  their  children  the  worft  words,  and 
moft  vicious  and  impudent  forms  of  fpeech, 

as  foon  as  they  are  able  to  fpeak. Folly 

(faith  Solomon)  is  jcy  to  him  that  is  dejiitute 
rf  wifdom  :  and  is  it  poffible  there  can  be  a 
greater  excefs  of  folly,  than  for  parents 
thus  to  delight  in  the  deflrudion  of  their 
own  children?  This  is  fo  fhocking  a  conduct, 
that  it  is  incapable  of  aggravation:  and  there- 
fore I  (hall  only  obferve  of  it,  that  thefe  men 
ad  as  if  they  were  afiaid  their  childrens  own 
natural  inclinations,  their  parents  example, 
and  the  corruptions  of  the  world,  would  all 
come  too  late  to  make  them  reprobates  !  to 
make  than  ripe  for  perdition !  and  therefore 

I  2  they 
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they  take  early  pains  to  eftablifh  their  guilt, 
and  to  infure  their  damnation  betimes. 

Another  duty  parents  owe  their  children 
is,  to  teach  them  that  Civility,  which  is  com- 
monly known  by  the  name  of  Good-man- 
ners— An  accomplifhment  which  introduces 
youth  more  early,  and  to  more  advantage, 
into  the  world,  than  any  other  whatfoever : 
and  oftentimes  recommends  them  more  ef- 
fedually  to  the  favour  and  protection  of  the 
great,  than  many  other  qualities  of  more 
inherent  excellence :  becaufe  it  is  often  the 
only  one,  by  which  they  can  be  obliged  o^p 
ferved.  In  one  word,  it  is  an  eafy,  a  natu« 
ral,  and  an  univerfal  introduction  to  the 
regard  of  mankind :  and,  if  it  be  fupported 
by  real  worth,  cannot  fail  to  fix  us  in  their 
efteem. 

And  this  civility,  which  we  call  good  man-- 
ners,  is  a  duty  founded  at  once,  both  in 
juftice  and  neceffity. 

No  man  is  fclf-fufficient,  but  hath  fre- 
quent and  endlcfs  occafions,  for  the  afiift- 
ance  and  good  offices  of  others :  and  no  mail 
is  fo  ftridly  tied  down  by  any  law  either  of 
God,  or  fociety,  to  do  good  offices  to  others 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  power^  but  that  he 

hath 
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hath  at  the  fame  time  a  right  to  fome  returns 
of  gratitude  and  acknowlegement.  And  in 
this  condud,  in  requefting  the  favours  and 
good  offices  of  others,  with  a  becoming  de- 
ference ;  in  a  readinefs  and  chearfulnefs  to 
do  good  offices  to  others,  with  a  thankful- 
nefs  for  being  fo  employed  5  and,  laftly,  in 
a  thankful  and  ready  acknowlegement  of  all 
good  offices  done  to  ourfelves ;  in  thefe 
coniift  the  effentials  of  civility,  and  what 
we  truly  and  properly  call  good  manners : 
the  courdy  phrafe,  the  courtefy,  and  the 
bow,  and  the  friendly  falutation,  are  but  its 
outward  garb,  indication,  and  ornament. 
Let  me  be  underftood  upon  this  point,  which 
is,  in  truth,  very  little  underftood  in  the 
world.  Altho'  every  man  hath  a  right,  from 
our  natural  equality,  to  a  fair  unoffending 
treatment  from  every  other;  yet  no  man 
hath  an  abfolute  right  to  the  aid  of  others 
in  any  exigency ;  and  therefore,  when  he 
W^nts  it, /-he  is  obliged  to  fue  for  it,  in  a 
modeft  phrafe,  and  fubmifllve  demeanour ; 
and  when  he  hath  received  it,  he  is  to  re- 
turn thanks,  in  a  ftyle  fuitable  to  the  favour 
received;  and,  therefore,  the  man  that  is  void 
of  good  manners,  is  at  the  fame  time  void 

I  3  both 
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both  of  gratitude  and  juftice :  he  experts  what 
he  hath  not  a  right  to  j  and  he  pays  not  what 
he  owes.  So  that  ill  manners  is  in  truth  a; 
lower  kind  of  immorality ;  it  is  injuftice, 
and  difhonefty,  in  a  lefs  degree;  and,  if  it  be 
neglefted  there,  may  foon  rife,  and  becoWft 
confpicuous  in  a  higher. 

Another  virtue  in  which  children  arfc  to 
be  carefully  inftrufted,  ahd  td  which  they  arc 
to  be  early  enured,  is  Patience  (which  I  (hall 
beg  leave  to  confider  in  this  place  as  a  mini-i 
fterial  virtue).  Now  patience  is  a  virtue, 
which  teaches  us  to  bear  evil  ^Ith  equa- 
nimity, and  humble  refignation  to  the  will  of 
GoD;  by  whom  all  events  arc  governed, 
and  without  whom  not  fo  much  $s  a  fpar^ 
row  falletb  to  the  earth.  Forafmuch  then 
as  it  is  well  known,  that  all  evils  are  in- 
creafed  by  impatience,  and  abated  by  equa- 
nimity and  refignation ;  thertfore  it  is  ob- 
vious at  firft  fight,  of  what  importance  the 
value  of  patience  muft  be,  in  a  world  cncoife- 
pafled  with  evil, 

The  infl:ances  under  which  this  virtue  is  to 
be  exercifed,  are  endlefs,  as  the  calamities 
of  life ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  too  early, 
too  often,  or  too  evneftly  inculcated.  How- 
ever, 


Ser.6.      to  their  Children.  119 

ever,  I  (ball  at  prefent  content  myfelf  with 
recommending  one  fmall  part  of  it  to  the 

• 

confuicration  of  all  parents  and  tutors  :  and 
that  is^  Pa.tiencc  of  folitude  j  early  to  habi- 
tuate their  children  and  pupils  to  bear  being 
alone. 

The  advantages  of  this  habit  are  obvious^ 
and  need  barely  to  be  mentioned.  Firftj 
They  will  by  this  means  learn  to  tliink,  to 
reflcd^  and  converie  with  their  own  thoughts 
and  hearts.  Secondly,  They  will  foon  get 
the  better  of  thofe  inftindive  fears  of  foli- 
tude J  whiph,  however  wifely  imprcfjed  (in 
aid  of  that  period  of  life  which  moft  needs 
tbj&  protection  ^nd  care  of  others)^  ajre  too 
^pt  to  degenerate  into  timorous  fuperfti- 
tions;  which  impair  all  the  powers  of  reafon, 
and  often  make  life  a  load.  And,  thirdly^ 
It  will  guard  them  from  thofe  infinite  evils 
which  men  daily  run  into,  to  banifli  folitude, 
and  kill  tiine:  fuch  as  evil  converfation,  and 
idle  purfuits,  and  habits  of  all  kinds.  And 
this,  we  9re  ]told,  a  wi/e  man  of  antiquity 
laid  fo  gipqit  a  ftrefs  upon,  tliat,  being  aflced. 
What  he  had  gained  by  his  philofophy  ?  he 
anfwered^  That  he  had  learned  to  converfe 

I  4  at 
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at  home,  and  not  be  beholden  to  others  for 
good  company. 

Another  duty  in  which  children  arc  early 
to  be  inftru6ted  and  exercifed,  is,  Induftry  in 
fome  honeft  and  nfeflil  occupation.  The 
children  of  poor  parents  in  fome  rudiments 
or  lower  branch  of  fome  ufefiil  trade,  as  the 
;foundation  of  a  future  livelihood ;  and  the 
children  of  thofe  of  better  condition,  in  en- 
dowing and  adorning  their  minds  with  thofe 
habits  of  knowlege  ?nd  virtue,  which  will 
bcft  become  their  ftation  and  condition  in  the 
world  J  and  make  them  a  bleijing  to  all  be« 
low  them. 

^'  The  whole  life  (fay  the  CUnefe  philo-- 
'*  fophers)  depends  upon  care  and  induftry  j 

the  year  on  the  fpring,  the  day  on  rifing 

early.  He  who  in  his  youth  is  not  diligent 
^'  and  affiduous  in  his  ftudies,  when  old  age 
"  cometli,  will  be  a  fool,  and  find  himfelf 
*'  empty-handed:  he  who  in  fpring  will  not 
*^  till,  in  autumn  will  not  reap*." 

Early  induftry  is  the  beft  fecurity  in  the 
world  againft  vicious  habits :  when  this  is 
ncgledied,  men  eafily  become  a  prey  to  floth 

*  Churchiin  CoU^a,  Vol.  I.  p.  158. 

and 
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and  idlenefs ;  which  are  the  parents  of  every 
vice,  and  the  bane  of  every  thing  good  and 
excellent. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  take  notice  of  that 
noble  inftitution  of  Solon  that  great  Atbe^ 
nian  law-giver ;  which  decreed,  that  every 
child  that  refiifed  or  negledled  to  fupport 
his  parents,  when  age  or  infirmities  called  for 
their  affiftance,  fhould  be  branded  with  in- 
famy, and  deprived  of  all  the  privileges  of 
fociety :  but  with  this  limitation ;  provided 
the  parents  took  care 'to  breed  up  their 
child  to  fome  ufeful  trade  or  occupation ; 
which  if  they  neglefted,  their  children  were 
then  acquitted  of  all  obligation  to  provide 
for  them  in  their  need. 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  that  part  of 
the  Parents  Duty,  which  confifts  in  inftrudl- 
ing  their  children,  and  forming  them  to 
thofe  virtues  which  may  be  called  the  lefler 
morals,  but  are  at  the  fame  time  the  fure 
guardian?  of  the  greater. 
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Train  up  a  child  in  the  way  he  Jbould 
go'y  and  when  he  is  old  be  will  not 
depart  from  it. 

HAving,  in  fome  former  difcourfes,  kid 
before  you  the  feveral  parts  of  the  Pa- 
rents Duty  to  the  Children,  and  explained 
very  particularly  the  feveral  virtues,  both  pri- 
itaary  and  minifterial,  in  which  they  were 
to  be  esu-ly  inftrufted  and  exercifed  5  I  now 
proceed  to  confider  the  Means  neceflary  to 
be  mSide  ufe  of,  in  order  more  efFedtually 
to  inculcate  and  confirm  thofe  virtues  in  their 
hearts. 

And^y  firft,  All  parents  are  particularly  to 
remember,  that  as  foon  as  their  children  have 
pa£&d  through  the  firft  rudiments  of  learn- 
ing, and  are  able  to  read,  they  fliould  then 
^  carefully  taught  fome  Ihort  fyftem  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  fuch  as  that  excellent  fum- 

mary 
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mary  of  chriAian  do^ines  and  duties,  con- 
tained  in  thte  Church  Catechifm ;  not  only  to 
get  thcQi  by  heart,  or  rather  byjotc,  as  the 
common  cuftom  is ;  but  in  a  rational  intelli- 
gent way:  and,  in  order  to  this,  the  queftions 
and  anfwers  fhould  be  varied  and  explained, 
and  the  children  fhould  be  obliged  to  give  the 
meaning  of  them  in  other  words :  and,  at 
lafl,  to  add  the  proofs  from  Scripture.  And 
this  they  will  be  enabled  to  do,  by  the  help 
of  fome  fliort  and  ufeful  explanation  of  the 
Catechifm,  publifhed  for  that  purpofe ;  ono 
particularly,  by  a  late  moft  reverend  and  ex- 
cellent prelate,  formerly  your  teacher  in  this 
place:  but,  above  all,  the  Scriptures  are  to  be 
read  frequently  and  conftantly  j  thofe  parts 
cfpecially  and  primarily,  which  contain  an 
account  of  the  wonderful  works  and  judg- 
ments of  God  J  fuch  as  the  creation,  the 
deluge,  the  deftrudtion  of  Sodom  and  Go^ 
morrhay  and  the  deliverance  from  the  Bigyp^ 
ttan  bondage :  and,  above  all,  the  life  and 
miracles  of  our  BlefTed  Saviour,  and  his  apo- 
ftles. — For  thefe  being  in  their  own  nature 
extraordinary,  and  at  the  fame  time  con- 
veyed to  us  in  the  nobleft,  the  moft  inftruc- 
tive,  and  the  moft  delightful  relations  this 

world 
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world  was  ever  bleffed  with,  will  be  read 
with  pleafure,  and  remembred  -with  eafe : 
and  will  at  the  fame  time  give  your  chil- 
dren ilrong  and  awful  notions  of  the  infinite 
Power, Wifdom,  and  Goodnefe  of  God:  to- 
gether with  a  deep  veneration  of  his  JufticjB 
and  Judgments  upon  prefumptuous  and  ini- 
penitent  finners:  and,  in  confequence  of 
this,  will  imprefs  a  ftrong  awe  and  dread  of 
ofiending,  and  provoking  the  divine  wrath 
and  indignation  againft  us. 

After  this,  they  are  carefully  to  peruie 
and  revolve  thofe  folemn  and  devotional 
parts  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  which  fet  forth, 
in  moft  moving  and  exalted  ftrains,  the  Mercy, 
andNCght,  and  Majefty  of  Almighty  Go d; 
fuch  as  the  pfalms  of  Davids  the  prophecies 
of  Ifaiaby  and  the  life,  fufFering,  and  fub- 
miflion  of  Job :  and,  laftly,  they  are  tp  be 
well  and  often  inflrudled  and  exercifed  in 
the  EcclefiaJieSj  and  proverbs  of  Solomon^ 
which  contain  at  once  the  plaineft  and  the 
wifeft  precepts  that  ever  were  delivered  for 
the  condudt  of  life,  both  with  regard  to  this 
world,  and  the  world  to  come.  Thefe  are 
to  be  perpetually  perufed,  and  perfedlly  re- 
membred :  and,  by  being  fo,  will  be  a  furc 

and 
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and  lafting  fund  of  diredtion,  confolation, 
and  fupport,  on  all  occafions^  and  throughout 
all  emergencies  in  life. 

And  thus  I  have  gone  through  thofe  fun- 
damental duties  of  erudition  and  inflrudion) 
which  parents  owe  their  children. — ^For  the 
reft,  this  city  hath  the  advantage  of  fo  many 
excellent  fchools  for  their  further  improve- 
ment, as  makes  it  unneceilary  to  purfue  this 

fubjeft  any  longer. Only  thus  much  give 

me  leave  to  obfcrve  to  you,  that  as  good 
fchoolmafters  are  the  greateft  benefactors  to 
mankind,  and  the  worft  rewarded  for  the 
good  they  do,  of  all  mortals ;  paying  an  un- 
conmioh  regard  and  return  to  them,  for  the 
advantages  your  children  receive  from  them, 
as  it  is  your  duty,  fo  it  is  likewife  greatly 
your  intereft :  and  the  fruits  of  it  will  be 
repaid  fevcnfold  into  your  own  bofbm. 

I  have  now  confidered  at  large,  how  your 
children  are  to  be  led  gradually,  through  the 
whole  feries  of  chriilian  and  moral  duties ; 
and  have  only  to  add,  that,  when  they  are 
early  and  long  pradtifed  in  them,  the  mo- 
tions of  duty  and  virtue  will  then  become  as 
eafy  and  as  familiar  to  them,  as  thofe  of  na- 
ture: or,  to  fpeak  more  properly^  cttftom 

wiU 


y.      to  their  Children.  127 

will  make  them  nature :  and  they  will  prac- 
tife  them  t^ith  as  little  difficulty^  as  they 
walk  or  breathe. 

Hie  next  duty  that  parents  owe  their  chil- 
dren is,  to  correA  them  in  their  faults.-— 
And  this  is  a  duty  wherein  parents,  from 
their  great  fondnefs  for  their  children,  are 
often  exceedingly  faulty :  and  yet,  in  truth, 
the  neglect  of  correfHon  is  faulty,  even  upon 
the  fcore  of  fondnefs :  for  true  tendemefs 
and  love  to  children  (hould  oblige  parents 
to  provide  early  and  carefully,  that  they 
might  be  Deferable  and  affli£ted,  as  (hort^ 
and  as  feldom,  and  happy  as  often,  and  as 
long,  as  poffible.  And  the  true  way  to  efFedl 
this,  is  to  fix  good  habits ;  and  either  to  pre* 
vent,  or  to  root  out,  evil  habits  as  early  as 
poflible.  For  this  reaibn,  if  children  are  not 
to  be  Won  to  goodnefs  by  kindnefs  and  in- 
dulgence (which  I  own  is  much  more  defire- 
able),  they  are  to  be  compelled  to  it  by 
feverity  and  difcipline :  and  when  they  have 
once  got  a  good  habit,  it  will,  from  that  mo- 
ment^  be  «ify  to  them.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  they  are  not  to  be  kept  back  from  evil  by 
exhortation  and  advice,  they  are  to  be  de- 
terred £x»n  it  by  threats  and  punifhmenta: 

4  ^^^> 
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for,  as  naturalifts  obferve  of  young  trees, 
that  ftubborn,  crooked  plants  are  not  to  be 
ftreightened  but  by  fire ;  fo  fhibbom,  per- 
verfe  difpofitions  are  olten  not  to  be  amended 
but  by  warm  and  fevere  correddon  5  and  that 
from  the  very  beginning.  One  correddon, 
and  that,  perhaps,  a  light  one,  will  deter  a 
child  from  doing  an  ill  thii^  at  firft ;  but,  if 
you  fuffer  him  to  get  a  habit  of  doing  it, 
perhaps  twenty  correSions  will  not  break 
him  of  it :  fo  that  children  are  to  be  early 
correfted,  out  of  pity  and  tendernefs.  For 
what  parent,  that  loves  his  child,  would  not 
rather  correct  him  for  a  fault  once,  than  let 
him  go  on  until  he  found  himfelf  under  a 
neceffity  of  correfting  him  fifty  times  for  it* 
and  perhaps  to  no  purpofe  ?  And  therefore 
Solomon  rightly  obferves  in  the  xiii.  ch,  of 
his  Proverbs^  at  the  24th  verfe.  That  be 
that  fparetb  the  rod  batetb  his  fm ;  but  be 
that  lovetb  him  cbafteneth  him  betimes. 
From  hence  we  learn,  that  parents  fhould 
correft  their  children  early,  even  out  of  love 
and  pity  to  them.  And  the  fame  wife  man 
again  advifeth,  xix.  Prov.  ver.  18.  Cha/ien 

*  &;^i^ri«j  the  great  C^/ff^philofophertdls  us,  that 
ll  is  cmcity  in  parents,  not  to  inftruft  and  puniih. 
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/i&y  fon  while  there  is  hope^  and  let  not  thy 
foul  fpare  for  bis  crying.  That  is,  chaften 
him  early,  while  there  is  hope  of  his  reform- 
ation :  for  if  you  let  him  go  on  in  vice^ 
yoxir  corre£iion  may  come  too  late.  Again 
he  tells  us,  xxix.  Prov.  ver.  15.  The  rod  and 
reproof  give  wifdom  i  but  a  child  left  to 
bi^filf  hringeth  his  mother  tojbame.  The 
mother  is  here  particularly  mentioned,  be- 
cauie  children  are  moftly  ruined  by  the 
£dfe  and  ill-judged  indulgence  of  the  mo- 
thers :  nay,  you  ought  to  correft  your  chil- 
dren early,  as  well  for  your  own  eafe^  as  for 
their  amendment :  for  befides  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  your  children  grow  up  in  goodnefs 
;md  virtue ;  is  it  not  a  great  happinefs  to 
yourielves,  to  be  faved  the  trouble,  and  vexa- 
tion, and  difquiet,  of  giving  your  children 
frequent  and  repeated  corrections,  when  they 
are  grown  headftrong  in  vice  ?  And  there- 
fore Solomon  ^ain  moft  excellently  advifeth 
in  ver.  17.  of  the  fame  chapter,  Corre£l  thy 
fon^  and  bejhall  give  thee  rejl :  yea^  hejhall 
give  delight  unto  thy  foul. 

But,  perhaps,  *the  child  is  weak  and  fickly, 
and  therefore  muft  not  be  correiSed,  for  fear 
of  /polling  his  conftitution.    This  is  the 

K  common 


J 


1 30    Tie  Duty  of  Parents   Ser.  7. 

common  excufe  for  ruining  all  the  chUdren 
in  the  world :  and  it  is  as  ihameful  and  ill 
grounded)  as  it  is  conmion :  for  the  fure  way 
of  dcftroying  the  heft  conftitution  under 
heaven,  is  by  leaving  it  at  the  mercy  of 
peeviih  and  ungovernable  diipofitions ;  by 
making  it  a  prey  to  all  the  unruly  pafHons, 
and  humours,  and  appetites  of  a  pervcrfe 
mind :  and  therefore  the  only  way  to  pre- 
ferve  a  weak  conftitution^  is  by  fubduing 
the  firoward  unruly  mind,  that  tears  it  to 
pieces,  to  the  difcipline  of  reafon  and  virtue. 
Moreover,  it  fhould  be  confidered,  that  if 
this  be  not  feafonably  and  efiedually  done, 
the  difeafes  and  ailments  of  headfirong  chil- 
dren can  neither  have  the  aid  of  proper  foo4 
or  proper  phyfick  to  relieve  them:  and  there- 
fore ill  neceflary  corre<5tion  is  to  be  early 
applied,  even  for  the  intereft  of  their  health 
and  quiet ;  although  in  truth,  if  corredion 
were  dangerous  to  fuch  a  conftitution,  it 
were  infinitely  better,  that  a  perverfe  child 
fhould  adtually  die  under  it,  than  that  he 
fliould  be  fufFered  to  become  a  fon  of  per- 
dition :  to  grow  up  into  a  monfter  of  vice 
and  iniquity,  to  plague  his  parents  and  the 
world,  and    to  gathei*    to  himfelf  wratb 

%  againfi 
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againft  the  day  of  noratb^  and  the  revelation 
^  the  righteous  judgment  of  God. 

The  ttat  duty  that  parents  owe  their  chil- 
dren, is  tofet  them  good  Example;  of  which 
I  fhall  now  fay  no  more  than  this,  that  ydur 
children  will  always  believe,  that  you  think 
that  to  be  the  beft  which  you  prac^ife  your* 
felves  I  becaufe  you  do  it  of  choice :  and  if 
you  did  not  think  it  beft,  why  ihould  you  do 
it  ?  and  therefore,  as  it  will  be  cruel  in  you» 
to  correal  them  for  thofe  vices  which  you 
yourfelves  not  only  teach,  but  tempt  them 
to,  by  your  cfnmple ;  fo  it  will  be  vain,  and 
impoffibk  for  you  to  reform  them  by  it 
For  this  reafott,  if  you  have  any  regard  for 
their  vrelUbeing  in  this  world,  and  their 
falvation  in  the  next,  you  will  be  infinitely 
careful  not  to  lead  them  in  the  paths  of  per^ 
didon:  not  to  guide  or  go  before  them  in 
the  ways  of  fin,  which  go  down  to  the  cham-' 
hers  of  death. 

The  next  duty  that  parents  owe  their  chil^ 
dren,  is  to  make  a  proper  Provifion  for  them, 
as  £u:  as  diey  are  able:  and  the  Apoftle  tells 
us,  in  die  V.  ch.  1  Ep.  to  ^im.  ver.  8.  That 
he  is  ns»rfe  than  an  infidel^  that  negledteth 
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this  duty. — And  the  reafbn  of  this  declara- 
tion is  evident :  this  is  a  duty  which  even 
the  heathens  thought  themfelves  obliged  to 
from  the  laws  of  nature :  and  therefore  that 
chriiHan  that  negled:s  it,  is>  in  that  refped, 
worie  than  a  heathen. 

Now  by  making  provifion  for  your  chil- 
dren>  muft  be  underftood  fuch  a  provifion,  as 
may  enable  them,  by  the  help  of  an  honeft  in*- 
dufhy,to  become  good  and  ufeful  men  in  the 
world :  for  what  can  be  a  more  Tameutable 
confideration  to  parents,  than  to  refleft,  that 
by  their  idlenefs  and  extravagance,  they  have 
expofed  their  helplefs  iflue  to  mifery  and  con- 
tempt, and  to  all  the  temptations  of  poverty 
and  want  ?  But  on  the  other  hand,  parents 
arc  by  no  means  obliged  to  provide  end- 
lefly  for  their  children,  as  many  of  them  do : 
to  heap  up  fo  much  wealth,  as  may  make  it 
needlefs  for  their  children,  to  be  either  vir- 
tuous or  induftrious,  in  order  to  get  a  com- 
fortable livelihood,  is  furely  a  dangerous  pro- 
vifion, and  fuch  as  never  can  be  a  duty. 
And,  certainly,  much  lefs  are  they  obliged  to 
provide  fuch  fortunes  for  them,  as  may 
tempt  them  to  luxury  and  excefs^  to  vanity 

and 
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and  extravagance ;  becaufe  that  is  providing^ 
not  for  their  fupport,  but  for  their  ruin,  both 
of  body-  and  foul  ^. 

There  is  one  thing  I  muft  recommend  to 
parents,  as  a  point  of  great  importance,  to 
their  own,  as  well  as  to  their  childrens  hap- 
pinefs;  ^nd.  that  Is,  in  regard  to  their  fettling 
them  in  the  world,  in  marriage.  Many  un- 
]iappy  marriages  are  laid  to  the  charge  of 
parents,  and,  I  fear,  with  too  much  truth. 
A  difcreet  parent  thinks  himfelf  obliged  to 
fettle  his  child  advantageoufly :  but  that  is 
the  point  wher^  they  ^  often  fail :  for,  by 
advant^geouily  th^y  generally  upderfland, 
richly  and  honourably :  whereas  riches  and 
high  raplc  eafily  may,  and  often  do,  bring 
fnanymiioies  along  with  them*  There  ought 
to  be  a  ffarid  examination  of  the  heart,  on 
fuch  Qccafions,  whether  |hey  can  appeal  to 
the  All-feeing  eye,  for  the  integrity  of  their 
intendoQS !  and  whether  avarice  or  ambition 
may  not  be  mote  the  motives  of  their  con- 

♦  It  is  better  to  have  a  fon  Uu|ht  Tfay  the  Chimfi 
phDofi>|^ieri),dian  to  leave  him  Qfiuch  gold.— They  add, 
'  of  aU  the  {deafures  of  this  life,  the  greateft  is  to  read  good 
books :  df  all  tiecefTarv  things,  the  moft  abfolutely  to,  is 
to  inftnid  children.  See  Navarttf^  account  of  Chinot^ 
in  CburcbiW^  Colkft-  Vd.  I.  p.  153. 
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duft,  than  a  rcafonable  profpcfl:  of  happlnefs 
to  their  iffue:  for  if  any  degree  of  thefc  mix 
with  their  intentions,  it  will  taint  them  be- 
fore God:  and  naturally  tends  to  the  mu- 
tual mifery,  both  of  the  parent  and  of  the 
child. 

Many  things  ought  to  be  tarefulty  cohfl- 
dered,  before  fuch  an  union  is  compleated. 
And  as  perfedl  obedience  is  required  of  the 
children,  parents  (hould  be  very  c&utious  in 
their  commands ;  and  impofe  nothing  upon 
them  (particularly  in  relation  to  marriage), 
but  with  a  proper  regard  to  their  true  in-r 
tereft  and  happinefs :  which  is  Mot  poflible 
to  be  attained  ih  the  conjugal  ftati,  without 
true  worth  and  virtue  in  the  aflbtiate ;  which 
are  not  always  the  attendants  of  wealth  and 
honour.  And  even  where  thefe  excellencies 
are  attended  with  thofe  temporal  ddvan-'- 
tages,  the  parents  choice  is  to  be  urged  with 
the  utmofl  tendernefs  and  indulgence :  in* 
afmuch  as  there  may  be  latent,  and  well- 
grounded  diflikes,  which  (too  often)  chil* 
dren  can  neither  conquer,  nor  explain. 

When  this  is  done,  then,  whatever  may 
happen  from  the  parents  mifapprehcnfion 
of  things,  they  will  have  a  clear  confci- 

ence. 
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cnce,  and  no  room  to  reproach  themfelves : 
nor  can  they  juftly  be  reproached. 

There  are  fome  parents  fuch  tyrants,  that 
all  the  world  muft  condemn  them.  I  don't 
^)eak  to  them ;  for  I  fear  they  are  incorri- 
l^ble,  and  I  hope  their  number  is  fmall :  but 
I  addrefs  mjrfelf  to  thofe,  who  appear  more 
reafonable :  but  althou^  they  a£t  with  lefs 
appearance  of  violence,  may  be  as  guilty : 
and  by  inlinuations  and  artful  addrefs  prevail 
over  fearful  and  modefl  minds,  and  obtain 
a  content^  when  they  have  not  courage  or 
afiiirance  enough  to  refifl  or  contend  on  fuch 
an  occafion«  This  has  been'  the  unhappy 
cafe  of  many  a  yoimg  woman :  and  is,  in 
efiefk,  as  cruel  a  cafe  as  can  be  well  ima- 
l^bed:  inafmuch  as  it  frequently  turns  the 
fumble  and  dutiful  difpofition  of  children 
lOto  their  defbudtion. 

The  lafl  duty  that  parents  owe  their  chil- 
dren, is.  To  pray  to  Goo  for  them:  foraf- 
much  as  without  the  aflifknce  and  protection 
of  the  Divine  Providence,  all  your  endea- 
vours for  the  well-being  of  your  children, 
will  be  inefieAual,  and  all  your  counfeh 
vain.  You  may  inculcate  the  befl  precepts 
Wid)  the  utmofl  care  and  diligence  s  but  you 
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Ayill.  never  do  it  to  efFedb,  without  the  aft- 
fiftancc  of  the  Divine  Gwe;  Paul  may 
plants  and  ApoUo%  water \  but  it  is  GOD 
who  giveth  the  increafe.  You  may  take  as 
much  pains  as  you  will,  tp  eflablifh  your 
family :  but  remember  always,  that  except 
the  Lord  buildetb  the  houje^  their  labour 
is  in  vain  that  build  it.  Therefore  you 
are  to  pray  earneftly,  hiunbly,  and  incef- 
fantly  to  Almighty  God;  to  that  God  who 
giveth  wifdom  to  the  Jimpk^  that  he  would 
inform  the  underftandings,  and  direSi  the 
hearts  of  your  children  in  the  ways  of  his 
Jaws,  and  the  works  of  his  commandments  : 
that  he  would  remove  far  from  them  vanity 
and  lyes :  that  he  would  make  them  a  clean 
hearty  and  renew  a  right  Spirit  within 
them :  that  he  would  infpire  them  with 
charity  and  mercy,  with  truth  and  jiiftice, 
with  humility  apd  mee|aiefs,  with  honefty, 
induftry,  and  fincerity  in  all  their  dealings : 
that  your  Jons  may  grow  up  as  the  young 
plants^  ftrong  and  upright,  and  fitted  for 
the  nobleft  works  of  the  Architedt :  and, 
that  your  daughters  t^ay  be  as  the  polijhed 
corners  of  the  temple^  «  once  both  orna- 
ments and  fupports  to  the  Church  of  God  ; 

that 
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that  your  children  may  grow  up  good  Chri- 
ftianSy  good  Wives,  good  Huibands^  good 
Parents,  good  Friends :  that  after  the  e^^ample 
of  their  Bleiled  I^ord  and  Redeen^er,  t^y 
may  grow  up  in  wifdom^  as  in  years,  and 
in  favour  with  God  and  man :  that  they 
may  go  on  from  flrength  to  fbength,  ufefiil 
citizens  to  their  Country,  fubjedts  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  fervants  to  their  God;  guar- 
dians of  religion  and  virtue  of  every  kind 
to  all  around  them  5  until  they  are  gradually 
fitted  and  finifhed  into  living  temples  of  the 
Holy  Ghofl :  the  prefent  pillars  and  orna- 
ments of  the  earth,  and  future  inhabitants 
of  heaven. 

Which  God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant, 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Jesus  Christ* 
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SERMON  vnr. 

EXOD.  XX.  12. 

Honour  tbf  father  and  thy  mother^ 
that  thy  days  may  he  long  upon  the 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givetb 
thee, 

AL  L  the  precepts  of  religion  refpedt 
either  our  duty  to  God,  to  our  Neigh- 
bow,  or  to  Ourielves :  that  18,  the  duties  we 
owe  to  God,  as  creatures  of  his  Goodnefs, 
and  dependants  upon  his  Providence  ^^  the 
duties  we  owe  to  Mankind  in  the  ieveral 
relations  of  life ;  and  the  duties  we  owe  to 
Ourielves,  in  order  to  make  us  anfwer  the 
ends  of  our  being,  and  enable  us  to  difcharge 
the  duties  we  owe  to  God  and  to  one  an- 
other :  confequently,  the  duties  we  owe  to 
ourielves,  are  but  fecondary  and  fubfervient 
to  thofe :  and  therefore  our  BleiTed  Saviour, 
being  aiked  by  the  learned  Pharifeey  which 
was  the  |;reat  comm^dnient  in  the  law ;  he 
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anfwcrcd^  Thou  jhalt  hoe  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart ^  and  with  all  thy  Jbul^ 

and  with  all  thy  mind. This  is  the  Jirjl 

al$d  great  conimandment :  ^nd  flie  fecund  is 
like  unto  it,  Thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour 
as  thyfelf.  Now  the  I4W  of  God  confi-. 
ders  mankind  as  members  of  one  great  com- 
fnuhity;  aad  therefore  every  meinberef  this 
community  is  our  Neighbour  j  th^  is^  one  to 
whom  we  owe  all  the  duti^  of  a  focial  crea- 
ture, all  the  offices  of  humanity.  But,  for- 
afmuch  as  the  duties  of  this  general  tye  were 
not  fufficie;nt  to  .anfwer  all  the  9ng^gement# 
and  ends  of  life  \  therefore  it  hath  pleafed 
,  God,  to  fuperadd  to  thefe,  particular  en^ge-^ 
ments  and  .obligations,  abfoltitely  neceffary 
to  the  order'aJid  well-being  of  fociety ;  And 
of  thefe,  the  Duty  of  Children  to  Parents, 
hath  juftly  obtained  the  firft  plape :  be<^ufe 
all  our  other  duties  to  mankind  begin  and 
arc  founded  here.  *  It  is  from  a  right  defe- 
rence to  the  authority  and  inftltutions  of 
jparents,  that  we  learn  to  become  good  men, 
good  neighbours,  good  friends,  and  good 
fubjedts,  as  well  as  good  fons.  In  one  word^ 
it  is  here  we  ordinarily  learn  all  the  offices  of 
a  focial  and  rational  creature,  in  our  whole 
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commerce  with  mankind :  and  therefore  \t 
is,  that  God  in. his  great  wifdom,  when  he 
had  prefcribed  the  duties  relating  to  himfelf, 
in  the  decalogue,  immediately  fubjoins  that 
whidi  refpe£te  our  parents.  Honour  tby  fa- 
ther and  motbir^  &c. 

And  this  is  agreeable  to  the  very  order  of 
nature:  fiM'aimuch  as  parents  are,  next  to 
Goo,  the  authors  of  our  being.  God  indeed 
is  properly  our  father^  and  e&rthly  parents  do 
but  convey  to  us  that  being  which  Goo  pro* 
duces:  but  the  confequence  from  this  is, 
"that  although  we  owe  more  abfolute  and 
unlimited  obedience  to  God,  the  Fountain 
of  our  exiftence ;  yet  we  are  to  honour  our 
parents,  as  his  fubftitutes  upon  earth. 

But  forafmuch  as  this  duQr  is  not  founded 
barely  upon  our  exiftence,  but  is  deduced 
with  more  force  and  greater  evidence,  from 
the  advantages  of  early  fupport,  and  early 
inititution,  derived  to  us  by  the  care  apd 
affedion  of  our  parents ;  therefore  all  thofe 
that  are  to  us  in  the  place  of  parents,  and  in 
that  relation  eminently  contribute  to  our 
well-being,  have  the  fulleft  and  cleareft  claim 
to  paternal  honour.  And  fuch  are,  among 
othcrSj  wr  teachers  and  fpiritual  pajlors : 

from 
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£rom  yoxir  parents  you  derive  your  bdng  j 
from  thefe,  your  well-being.  From  God  you 
derive  your  immortal  foul,  with  all  its  excel- 
lent faculties;  from  thefeyou derive,  under 
God,  all  that  cultivation  and  improvement 
in  virtue  and  knowlege,  which  are  tiie  glory 
even  of  immortal  fpirits. 

In  the  next  place,  your  governors*  are  to 
you  in  the  place  of  parents,  becaufe  they  are 
the  fathers  of  their  country  \  and  the  well- 
being  of  the  community  hath  the  fame  de- 
pendance,  upon  their  paternal  care  and  vigi- 
lance, that  particular  houies  have  upon  the 
prudence  and  affedion  of  the  mafters  of 
families.  And  indeed  all  government,  as  it 
is  originally  derived  from  patermd  authority, 
is  in  tmth  no  otherwife  to  be  confidered, 
than  as  an  enlargement  of  diat  authority : 
fo  that  magiilrates  fucceeding  into  the  place 
and  office  of  parents,  are  to  be  regarded  as 
publick  fathers,  on  whom  the  power  of  life 
and  death,  originally  veiled  in  parents,  is 
now  devolved.  And  as  this  is  agreeable  to 
the  Scripture-account  of  the  origin  of  na- 
tions in  general,  Divines  have  obferved,  that 
it  feems  to  be  more  particularly  evidenced 
in  the  common  and  fucceffive  name  o£  the 

kings 
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kings    of  the   PhUiftines^  jUtmelecb; 

which  is  a  compound  of  two  Hebrew  words^ 
jibi-MeUcb^  my  father  the  king;  plainly 
(hewing,  that  die  title  of  King  was  only  an 
appellation  of  honour,  originally  given  to 
the  father  of  the  family. 

Having  thus  (hewn  who  they  are  to  whom 
we  are  to  pay  honour  and  obedience,  from 
the  obligation  of  this  precept,  I  proceed,  in 
the  next  place,  to  explain  the  firft  branch  of 
this  duty  enjoined  in  my  text ;  namely,  the 
Duty  of  Children  to  their  Parents. 

Firflthen,  We  are  to  honour  ournatural 
parents,  or  thofe  whom  the  providence  of 
God,  or  the  conflitution  of  our  country, 
have  fubftituted  into  their  place.  And  this 
we  are  to  do  in  the  following  inftances : 
Firfl,  In  Reverence:  Secondly,  In  Obedi- 
ence :  and.  Thirdly,  In  a  grateful  Retribu- 
tion of  all  the  Benefits  we  have  received  from 
them. 

Firft,Ifay,  We  are  to  honour  our  parents 
by  revertncing  them.  Now,  Reverence  is 
an  awful  love,  mixed  with  a  fear  of  offend- 
ing, wluch  arifes  from  refpe<9:  and  duty: 
not  fuch  a  flavifh  dread  a!s  drives  from  the 
prefcDce  of  thofe  in  authority  over  us,  but 

fuch 
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fuch  a  filial  and  afiedionate  awe,  as  fills  us 
with  veneration  and  efleem,  juid  will  engage 
us  to  ^erid  tt>  the  monitions^  and  conform  to 
the  condiid,  of  our  parents  i  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  abftain  rdigioufly  from  every  thing 
that  might  give  them  the  leafl  trouble  or 
difquiet;  And  this  inward  veneration  is  wont 
to  (hew  itfelf  both  in  our  words  and  whole 
demeanour.  Firfl:,  in  our  Words — For 
thefe,  as  they  flow  from  a  mind  tenderly  and 
dutifully  afie<3£d»  will  naturally  carry  with 
them  all  the  indications  of  veneration  and 

afFetStion    that  founds  can  exprefs and 

will,  at  the  fame  time,  be  fubmi£ive,  and 
few.  Refped  is  a  natural  reflraint  upon  us, 
which,  from  fear  of  giving  offence,  ties  up 
the  tongue  from  uttering  any  impropriety  or 
indecency  to  our  parents,  even  when  we  arc 
obliged  toreafon  and  remonfbrateagainil  their 
conduct.  Such  is  that  eamefl  interceffion 
of  yonatban  to  his  father  Sauly  for  the  life 
of  David  his  friend — bis  friend  tbat  was 
as  bis  own  foul,  i  Sam.  ch.  xixv  Let  not 
the  king  Jin  againji  bis  fervant^  ^g^inft  Da^ 
vid',  becaufe  be  bath  not  finned  againfi 
tbee^  and  becaufe  bis  works  to  tbee^wari 
have  been  very  good.     Nay,  we  have  an  in- 

flance 


Sen  8.        to  their  Parents,  145 

ftancc  of  an  undutiful  fon  in  the  Gofpel,  who, 
although  he  did  not  obey  the  authority  of 
his  father,  did  not,  however,  dare  to  pro- 
fcfe  his  difobediencc  5  but,  on  the  contrary, 
gave  him  good  words,  and  a  dutiful  appel-* 
lation,  faying,  /  go^  Sir^  altho'  he  went  not. 
And,    certainly,    the  tribute  of  refpefliiil 
language  is  the  leaft  that  can  be  paid  to  thoie 
who  have  taught  us  to  fpeak :  and  therefore 
the  rude  returns  of  wicked  children  to  their 
parents  are  fo  deteftable  in  the  fight  of  God, 
that  he  hath  in  his  law  denounced  a  pu<* 
nifhment  againft  this  crime,  equal  to  that  of 
blaiphemy  againft  himfelf. — He  that  curfetb 
bis  father  or  his  mother ^  Jhall  furely  be  put 
todeathy  Exod.  xxi.  17.    And  Prov.  xx.  20. 
He  that  curfetb  bis  father  or  mother y  bis 
lamp  Jhall  be  put  out  in  obfcure  darknefs. 

Again,  The  inward  veneration  due  to  pa- 
rents is  wont  to  fhew  itfelf  in  our  whole 
demeanour. — ^The  humility  of  the  mind 
naturally  expreffes  itfelf,  as  in  modefty  of 
fpeech,  fo  likewife  in  lowlinefs  and  fubmif- 
fion  of  g^ilure :  bowing  the  head,  and  bend- 
ing the  knee,  upon  every  proper  occafion. 

An  extraordinary  inflance  of  this  is  to  be 
twnd  in  the  demeanour  of  Jofeph  to  his 

L  father* 
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father.  Gen.  xlviii.  12.  High  exalted  as  he 
was  in  the  court  of  the  greateft  monarch 
upon  earth,  he  thought  it  no  leflening  to 
bend  before  his  aged  father,  and  pay  him 
all  the  marks  of  fubmiflion  and  duty — 
nay,  and  he  did  this,  at  a  time,  when  the 
text  aiTures  us,  Jacob's  eyes  were  dim^  and 
could  not  fee  3  and  confequently,  when  he 
could  not  be  upbraided  by  his  father  for  want 
of  due  refpedl,  and  probably  would  not  have 
been  blamed  by  any  other  mortal :  for  who 
would  have  been  fo  vain  as  to  cenfure  the 
condudt  of  one  who  was  at  that  moment  in 
the  higheft  reputation  for  v/ifdom  and  pru^ 
dence  of  all  mortals  then  alive  ?  Or,  if  their 
vanity  could  have  carried  them  to  cenfure 
his  condudt,  their  fear  of  Pharaoh's  firft  mi- 
niiler  would  certainly  have  obliged  them 
to  keep  their  thoughts  to  themfelves.  Yet, 
under  all  thefe  circumftances  of  his  father's 
blindnefs,  his  own  exalted  ftation,  unrivaled 
wifdom,  and  uncontrouled  power,  yofeph's 
"afrcclionatc  and  dutiful  heart  would  not 
fuficr  him  to  difpenfe  with  the  leaft  forhi  of 
refpciil  and  veneration  to  his  aged  parent : 
for  we  read,  that  when  he  brouglit  his  fons 
from  between  his  knees,  to  prefent  them  to 

his 
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his  father,  be  bowed  himfelf  with  his  face 
to  the  eartb.-^-And  furely  there  is  not  any 
one  circumftance  of  his  grandeur,  that  refledls 
half  fo  much  luftre  upon  his  charadter,  as 
this  fingle  inftance  of  filial  humiliation.—^ 
When  I  confider  him  upon  his  knees  to  God, 
I  regard  him  as  a  poor  mortal,  in  the  dif- 
charge  of  duty  to  his  Creator,  of  adorable 
majefly  and  infinite  height  above  him.— 
When  I  behold  him  bowing  down  to  Pha^ 
raoby  I  confider  him  in  the  dutiful  poflnre  of  1 
a  fubjedt  to  his  Prince,  to  whom  he  was  in- 
debted for  the  highefl  exaltation  and  honour. 
But  when  I  fee  him  bending  to  the  earth, 
before  a  poor,  old,  blind,  decrepit  father,  I 
behold  him  with  admiration  and  delight : 
how  doth  that  humiliation  exalt  him !  A 
father,  to  whom  he  was  fo  far  from  being 
indebted  for  a  great  fortune,  or  an  honour- 
able fupport,  that,  on  the  contrary,  his  father 
wasobliged  to  him,  a^  far  as  a  father  could  be, 
upon  both  thefe  accounts.  He  had  no  cftatc 
to  fettle,  at  leafl  none  worth  Jofeph's  regard : 
nor  had  his  fon  any  inheritance  to  hope  for 
from  him,  but  his  blcfling:  and  that  he 
thought  he  ought  not  to  receive  but  in  the 
lowcft  poflure  of  humiliation  and  reverence. 

L  2  ~^  ^ 
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—A  demeanour,  God  knows,  verydiftant 
from  the  principles  and  praftice  of  the  pre- 
fent-age,  who  have  no  notion  that  any  thing 
can  be  meant  by  a  parent's  bleffing,  but  fome 
mark  of  their  bounty,  or  fettlement  of  their 
fortune :  and  for  this  reafon  the  beft  of  pa- 
rents are  regarded  as  little  better  than  an 
incumbrance  upon  the  fon's  eftate,  and  a  bar 
to  his  happinefs.  And  therefore  it  is  no  won- 
der, if  they  are  treated  with  no  more  refpeft 
than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  fecure  the  in- 
heritance :  I  mean,  fo  much  of  it,  as  the 
wifdoto  of  their  •  anceftors  hath  left  un- 
fettled:  otherwife,  it  is  much  to  be  feared, 
that  rudenefs  and  negledt  would  (and  in  fadt 
they  do)  for  the  moft  part,  fill  up  the  place 
of  reverence. 

And  this  want  of  duty  to  parents  is  the 
effedt  of  another  and  much  greater  want,  the 
want  of  good  principles,  the  want  of  a  right 
fenfe  of  religion,  and  knowlege  of  the 
Scriptures :  for  furely,  if  men  were  acquainted 
with  the  terrors  of  the  Lord  denounced 
againft  undutiful  children,  they  could  never 
allow  themfelves  in  the  leaft  inftance  of 
difobedience  or  difrefpeA  to  their  parents. 
^he  eye  that  mocketb  at  hi  $  father j  faith 

4  Sob^ 


Sen  8.       to  their  Parents.  1 49 

Solomon^  and  defpifetb  to  obey  bis  mother^ 
the  ravens  of  the^  valley  Jhall  pick  it  out^ 
and  the  young  eagles  Jhall  eat  it.  And  as 
this  is  often  literally  true  in  the  calamitous 
end  of  abandoned  children,  whofe  carcafes 
are,  in  the  field  of  battle,  whither  their  dif- 
obedience  carried  them,  expofed  to  ravens, 
andvulturs,  and  other  birds  of  prey :  orelfe 
upon  gallows  and  gibbets,  to  which  their 
villainies  have  brought  them :  villainies  com- 
mitted in  contempt  of  the  monitions  and 
exhortations  of  their  parents  !  the  fame  fad 
fate  is  alfo  frequently  fulfilled  upon  unduti- 
ful  children^  in  a  metaphorical  fenfe,  in  the 
deplorable  ruin,  and  adtual  lofs  of  eyes, 
brought  upon  fuch  wretches  by  other  rooks 
and  vermin :  by  creatures  of  much  greater 
prey,  and  furer  deftrudtion,  than  the  ravens  of 
the  valley  and  the  young  eagles  put  together. 

I  have  often  admired  it,  as  a  glorious  in- 
ftance  of  difcipline  in  the  Jewijh  common- 
wealth, that  an  undutiful  child  was  to  be 
ftoned  to  death  by  the  people :  that  fo  every 
one  fhould  be  obliged  to  punifh  a  crime, 
which  every  one  was  obliged  to  abhor.  But 
then  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  the  parents 
had  no  right  to  bring  the  child  before  the 

L  3  magi- 
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magiftrate,  in  order  to  this  public  condemn- 
ation, before  they  had  firft  privately  cha- 
llifed  him :  for  tliat  was  the  letter  of  the 
law,  Deut.  xxi.  1 8,  If  a  man  have  a  Jlub-- 
born  and  rebellions  fon^  which  nvill  not  obey 
the  voice  of  his  father^  or  the  voice  of  his 
mother',  and  when  they  have  chajlened 
him^  will  not  hearken  unto  them  j  then  it 
was  that  he  was  to  be  brought  before  the 
magiftrate,  accufed,  condemned,  and  ftoned 
to  death :  fo  that  private  chaftifement  was 
always  to  go  before  that  public,  that  infa- 
mous, that  dreadful  execution. 

This,  my  brethren,  was  the  .appointment 
and  law  of  God,  to  his  own  people  the  Jews  j 
and  was,  without  queftion,  the  wifeft  infti- 
tution  that  ever  obtained  in  any  nation  :  as 
it  is  the  nobleft  monument  of  that  wifdom, 
and  virtue,  by  which  the  Chineje  think  them- 
felves  diftinguifhed  above  the  reft  of  the 
world,  at  this  day  1  the  mighty  veneration 
to  parents  injoined  by  their  laws,  and  the 
fevere  and  exemplary  punifhment  of  unduti- 
fulnefs  and  difobcdience.  In  China,  if  a 
father  charges  his  fon  with  any  crime  before 
a  magiftrate,  there  needs  no  other  proof:  he  is 
immediately  condemned.     If  a  fon  (hould 
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prefume  to  mock  a  parent,  or  lay  violent 
hands  upon  him,  the  whole  country  is 
alarmed,  and  the  judgment  referved,  for  the 
Emperor  himfelf :  the  magiftratcs  of  the 
place  arc  turned  out;  and  all  the  neighbour- 
hood threatened,  as  having  given  counte- 
nance to  fo  infernal  a  temper;  w^hich  muft  be 
fuppofed  to  have  difcovercd  itfclf  upon  other 
occa/ions :  it  is  impoffible,  they  think,  it 
^ould  have  arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  vil- 
lainy at  once. — The  criminal,  in  thefc  cafes, 
is  fentenced  to  be  cut  into  ten  thoufand 
pieces,  and  afterwards  burnt !  his  houfes  and 
lands  deftroyed,  and  even  the  houfes  that 
ftood  near  him ;  to  remain  as  monuments 
of  fo  detcfted  a  crime  :  or  rather,  that  all 
remembrance  of  fo  abominable  a  villainy 
fhould  be  effaced  from  the  earth. — Nor  are 

• 

even  their  Emperors,  in  all  their  height  of 
ppwer,  exempted  from  the  ftridtcft  difchargc 
of  duty  and  piety  to  their  parents. 

But,  further — As  we  muft  honour  our 
parents  with  all  the  marks  of  outward  reve- 
rence ;  lo  likewife  with  all  the  realeffed:s  of 
iincere  obedience — Children^  faith  the  apo- 
ftle,  Coloff.  iii.  20.  obey  your  far  cuts  t7i  all 
things  \  for  this  is  welt  pleajing  inito  the. 
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Lord.  And  as  this  is  founded  in  the  law 
of  God,  it  is  alfo  enjoined  by  the  didates  of 
reafon :  forafmuch  as  parents  are  our  natural 
fuperiors ;  and  becaufe  they  are  better 
judges  and  diredlors  of  your  conduft,  from 
the  advantage  of  more  years  and  experience, 
than  you  can  poffibly  be  for  yourfelves.  And 
although  you  fhould  in  time,  from  the  benefit 
of  a  happier  genius,  or  a  better  education, 
arrive  to  greater  clearnefs  of  judgment  and 
ftrength  of  reafon  than  your  parents  j  yet  ftill, 
as  long  a$  you  continue  a  part  of  their  fa- 
mily, you  are  to  pay  them  that  obedience 
that  is  due  to  them  as  mafters  of  their  own 
houftiold  :  and  therefore  are  never  to  fwervc 
from  their  commands,  unlefs  they  (hould  en- 
join Something  contrary  to  the  commands 
of  God:  in  that  cafe  (and  in  that  alone)  your 
difobedience  muft  be  excufed  from  the  prior 
obligation  you  owe  to  your  Creator,  whofe 
commands  no  mortal  can  controul  or  dif- 
penfe  with :  and  even  in  this  cafe,  after  you 
have  made  all  the  modeft  and  dutiful  rcmon- 
ftrances  in  your  power,  you  are  to  obey 
paffively  j  that  is,  you  are  patiently  to  fulvr 
mit  to  fuch  chaftifement  as  they  (hall  thinl( 
fit  to  infli(Jt  for  your  difobedience.  For  altho' 

thcy 


Sen  8.      to  their  Parents,  153 

they  fliould  chaften  you  after  their  own  plea- 
fure,  as  the  apoftle  intimates  in  the  xiith  ch. 
to  the  Hebr.  yet  are  you  to  give  them  reve^ 
rence.  And,  furely  yo\i  ought,  in  common 
gratitude  as  well  as  juftice,  to  bear  with  their 
infirmities,  who  have  fo  often  and  fo  long 
bome  with  yours. 

But  there  is  one  inftance,  wherein  obe- 
dience to  parents  is  of  more  importance  to 
diildren,  than  ai>y  other  in  life ;  and  yet 
where  they  too  often  fail  to  pay  it^  and  that 
is  in  the  article  of  Marriage  :  for,  as  long  as 
children  continue  a  part  of  thfeir  parents  fa- 
mily (which  muft  be  till  they  think  fit  to 
difpofe  otherwife  of  them)  they  are  abfo- 
lutely  in  their  parents  power,  and  have  no 
more  right  to  difpofe  of  themfelvcs,  than 
they  have  to  difpofe  of  the  parents  fortune, 
or  inheritance,  or  any  of  their  goods :  and 
therefore  we  find  the  parental  authority  of  fo 
great  extent  in  the  law  of  Mofes^  that  the 
daughter  who  made  a  vow  unknown  to  her 
father,  was  not  allowed  to  ratify  it  with- 
out his  confent ;  as  you  may  read,  Num. 


But  the  inftitutions  of  the  antient  Ro^ 
mam  carried  this  point  a  great  deal  higher, 

and 
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and  ixiade  childr^a   dependent  upoil  the 
parental  authority  during  their  whole  lives : 
nor  could  the  higheft  honours  or  authority 
in  the  commpnweaith  exempt  them  from 
it.     A  father,  in  Rom^  could  call  down  his 
fon  from  tlje  Rojlrum^  in  the  midft  of  his 
harangue  to  the  people,  to  punifh  him  for 
anymifiiemeanour:  he.  could  command  him 
in  the  fame  manner  from  the  Senate^  or 
fxorxk  the  head  of  his  Legions.     Nor  did  the 
Feopl?,  the  Fathers,  or  tUe  Ar^py,  dare  to 
intcrpofe  in  his  defence :  they  confidered  the 
duty  to  parents  as  a.  prior  obligation,  which 
nothing    fubfequent    could    cancel.     And 
doubtlefs  thisi  \vras  one  reafon  why  the  Ro- 
tnqn  marriages,  continued  fo  long  facred  and 
undifturbed  j  becaufe  they  were  never  rnade^ 
but  with  advice  apd  deliberation  of  their 
parcAts.     And  ind^ed^  the  contrary  condud 
is  an  inftance  of  difobedicnce,  that  com- 
monly carries  its  own  punifhment  with  it : 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  there  are  few  children 
to  whofe  final  account  this  fin  will  be  placed, 
becaufe  I  am  perfuaded  there  are  few  that 
have  been  guilty  of  it,  who  have  not  had 
reafon  to  repent  very  fincerely  of  it,  to  the 
laft  day  of  their  lives.     And  the  reafon  of 

this 
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this  is  evident : — The  perfons  that  take  the- 
eyes  of  young  people  moft,  are  fuch  as,  ^e 
ikillcd  in  the  courtly  forms  and  faflbV^ns  of 
the  world ;  fuch  as  have  laid  themfelyes  out 
to  dreis  and  dance,  and  acquire  fuch  fuper- 
ficial  and  ihe\vy  accomplifhinents,  as  are  toQ 
often  at  the  greateft  diftance  in  the  w^orld 
from  modcfty,  and  good-nature,  and  good 
fenfe ;  and  above  all,  from  folid  principles 
of  true  Religion  and  Virtue,  which  are  the 
true  foundations  of  all  conjugal  accomplifh- 
ments. 

Prudent  parents  well  know,  that  the  true 
conjugal  attractions  arife,  not  from  outward 
oiuiament,  but  inward  excellence.  This  is 
a  law  eftabliihed  in  morality;  and  is  in  exad: 
analogy  to  that  great  law  eftablMhed  in  na- 
ture ;  which  teaches  us,  that  the  attraftions 
of  bodies  are  not  in  proportion  to  their 
furface,  but  their  folid  contents.  Prudent 
parents  well  know,  that  fuch  accomplifh- 
ments  as  either  arife  from,  or  tend  to  eftablifh 
true  worth,  can  alone  render  any  pair  happy 
in  an  union  that  muft  laft  for  life.  This,  I 
iay,  all  prudent  parents  very ^ well  know; 
and  therefore  are  beft  fitted  to  make  a  right 
choice  for  their  children  3  but  ftill  with  this 

caution. 
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caution,  that  they  do  not  offer  violence  to: 
their  inclinations,  by  forcing  them  to  marry 
againft  thqir  will.  For  the  reft,  it  were  in- 
finitely better,  that  perverfe  children  fliould 
actually  die  in  the  difappointment  of  their 
inclinations,  than  that  they  fliould  make 
both  themfelves,  and  their  parents,  for  ever 
miferable,  by  an  unfortunate  and  undutiful 
marriage. 


SERMON 


SERMON    IX. 

EXOD.  XX.  12. 

Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother ^ 
that  thy  days  may  he  long  upon  the 
land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givetb 
thee. 

IN  a  former  difcourfe  upon  thefe  words,  I 
Ihewed  you,  that  this  duty  of  honouring 
our  parents  was  of  great  extent:  that  it 
comprehended,  firft.  The  duty  we  owe  to  our 
kings  and  governors,  who  are  the  conunon 
fathers  of  their  country.  Secondly,  The 
duty  we  owe  to  our  fpiritual  paftors  and 
teachers,  who  have  difcharged  the  beft  offices 
of  parents  towards  us,  in  teaching  us  true 
principles  of  religion  and  virtue:  and,  thirdly. 
The  duty  you  owe  to  your  natural  parents, 
and  all  thofe  whom  the  Providence  of  God 
hath  placed  in  their  (lead;  which  coniifts  of 
tijrcc  parts. 

Firft, 


1 
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Firft,  Reverence;  fccondly,  Obedience; 
and,  thirdly,  A  grateful  Retribution  of  the 
Benefits  that  we  have  received  from  them. 

Under  the  firft  head,  I  fhewed  you,  that 
the  duty  of  Reverence  to  your  Parents  dif- 
covered  itfclf  both  in  words  and  adtions ;  in 
modeft  and  refpcdtful  language  to  your  pa- 
rents, and  a  dutiful  fubmiflive  deftieanour  to- 
wards them.  A  remarkable  inftance  of 
^;^ch  I  (hewed  you,  in  the  bdiaviour  of 
yofeph^  to  a  poor,  old,  blind,  decFC^t  fa- 
ther, when  he  himfelf  was  in  the  highefl 
.  pomt  of  glory  and  wifdom,  -Gen.  xlviii. 

Under  the  fecond  head,  of  Obedience  due 
to  Patents,  I  fhewed  you  the  great  ftrefs  that 
God  Almighty  hath  laid  tipon  this  duty; 
how  ftridly  it  was  injoined  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  the  bleflings  pronuied  to  it,  and 
the  curfes  and  fignal  judgments  of  God  de- 
nounced againil  the  tranfgrefiion  of  it  in 
the  law  of  Mofes ;  which  placed  the  crime  of 
difobedience  to  parents  upon  the  fame  foot 
with  that  of  blafphemy  againft  God  1  that 
the  ftubborn  and  undutiful  child  was  to  be 
ftoned  to  death,  like  the  blafphemer. 

I  fhewed  you  alfo,  that  this  duty  to  parents 
was  in  the  higheft  veneration  among  the 

wifer 
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wifer  heathens ;  ^ht^ntv^nt  Romans y  in  their 
beft  days  of  virtue ;  and  the  prefent  Cbinefej 
with  whom  undutifulnefs  to  parents  under- 
goes, at  this  day,  the  moft  dreadful  punifh- 
ments  that  can  be  imagined. 

I  come  now  to  the  third  thing  propofed  j 
which  was  to  fhew  you,  That  you  muft  ho- 
nour your  parents,  as  by  reverence  and  obe- 
dience, fo  likevirife  by  a  thankful  and  grate- 
ful return,  of  all  the  bleffings  and  benefits 
conferred  upon  you  by  them ;  as  far  as  you 
are  able,  and  they  are  in  need — And  this 
the  apoftle  exprefly  injoins  in  the  vth  ch. 
I  ft  ep.  to  Tifn.  4  ver.  If  any  widows  have 
children  or  nephews^  let  them  learn  jirji  to 
Jljew  piety  at  home,  and  to  requite  their  pa^ 
rents — The  apoftle  mentions  the  children 
of  widows  in  particular;  becaufe  widowhood 
is  the  condition  in  life  moft  fubjedt  to  want 
anddiftrefs;  and  where  children,  taking  the 
advantage  of  the  weaknefs  of  a  helplefs  mo- 
ther, are  moft  apt  to  be  rebellious  and  undu- 
tiful :  thc.purpbfe  of  the  apoftle,  in  this  pre- 
cept, being  to  imply,  firom  this  particular 
inftahce,  the  duty  of  obedience,  and  fupport, 
and  retribution,  due  from  children  to  parents, 
whenever  the  ill  ftate  of  their  affairs  requires  j^ 
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it ;  and  even  when  they  are  leait  in  a  con- 
dition to  cxaft  their  gratitude,  or  puniili  their 
difobedience — A  remarkable  inftance  of  this 
piety  and  reverence,  due  to  parents  is  in  the 
behaviour  of  Solomon  to  his  mother  Bath- 
JheBoy  I  Kings  \u  19.  when  flie  came  to 
folicit  him  in  iavour  of  Adonijab  j  for  the 
.  text  tells  us,  that  tbe  King  rqfe  up  to  meet 
ber^  and  b&wed  bimfelj  unto  ber^  and  fat 
down  on  tbe  throne,  and  caufed  a  feat  to  be 
fet  for  the  King's  Mother ;  andjhefat  on  his 
rigbt-hand.  This  he  did  to  a  widow  mo- 
ther, himfelf  a  King,  the  wifeft  of  all  man- 
kind, and  then  the  mightieft  Monarch  of 
the  whole  world.  He  knew  the  duties  of 
life  rofe  with  its  grandeur,  and  gave  new 
luftre  to  it :  his  inlarged  and  generous  foul 
could  not  bear  to  have  his  piety  lefs  exalted 
than  his  power. — And,  it  is  well  known, 
that  there  are,  at  this  day.  Princes  in  the 
world,  whofe  veneration  for  their  parents 
will  not  fufFcr  them  fo  much  as  to  fit  down 
in  their  prefence*.  And,  God  knows, 
the  pious  returns  due  from  children  to  pa- 
i:ents  are  at  once  the  ftrongeft  dictates  of 

*  SecAmbafladonTnvds,  p.  I39< 
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gratitude  and  juflice,  and  arc  but  a  poor  re- 
tribution for  all  the  care  and  expence  of  edu- 
cation, for  all  the  anxious  hours^  and  fleep- 
lefs  nights,  that  have  been  pafled  in  folicitude 
for  our  welfare,  and  in  diftrefs  for  our  ill 
health,  and  ill  condudt.  And  will  you  requite 
all  this  afiedion  with  ingratitude  and  neg- 
lect? Will  you  let  them  fuffer  under  any  ne- 
ceflity  which  you  can  relieve,  who  fupported 
you  for  fo  many  years  of  helplefs  want  ?  Will 
you  defpife  their  perfons,of  whom  yourfelves 
are  a  part  ?  Surely,  if  the  ingenuity  of  na- 
ture, and  the  principles  of  reafon  and  virtue, 
are  not  quite  extinguifhed  in  you,  the  love 
and  folicitude  your  parents  have  long  felt  for 
you,  will  exaft  ample  returns  from  you :  if 
not  in  equal  meafure  (which  perhaps  is  not 
poffible),  yet  in  the  fulleft,  the  ampleft,  the 

moft  acceptable,  that  it  is  in  your  power  to 
make. 

Thecourfe  and  compafs  of  God's  Provi- 
dence, and  his  methods  of  eftablifhing  and 
evidencing  the  meafures  of  reciprocal  duty 
isno-whcremore  remarkable  than  in  the  mu^ 
tual  obligations  between  parents  and  their 
children  (I  fay,  the  courfe  of  God's  Provi- 
,«nce  js  no-whcrc  more  remarkable,  than 
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in  the  meafures  of  duty  and  obligation  efta- 
blifhed  between  parents  and  their  children) : 
the  child  comes  into  the  world  naked  and 
helplefs,  and,  from  himfelf,  n^iore  deftitute 
of  the  natural  means  of  fecurity  and  liipport, 
than  almoft  any  of  the  inferior  creatures. 
In  this  exigency,  the  parental  care  and  ten- 
dernefs  fteps  in  to  his  relief;  fupplies  all  his 
neceflities,  and  relieves  all  his  wants ;  bears 
with  all  his  untowardly  difpofitions,  at  an 
age  when  he  is  neither  capable  of  being  cor- 
reded,  or  convinced ;  and  not  only  provides 
the  propereft  food  for  him,  when  he  is  in- 
capable of  providing  any  for  himfelf,  but 
likewife  adminifters  it,  when  he  is  incapable 
of  feeding  himfelf;  bears  with  all  degrees  of 
his  folly  and  impertinence ;  liftens  to  all  his 
trifling  and  idle  inquiries,  not  only  with 
patience,  but  with  pleafure ;  till  they  gradu- 
ally condudt  him  to  health,  and  ftrength,  and 
kno wlege :  but  the  child  is  not  long  arrived  at 
this  perfedtionof  his  nature,  before  his  parents 
begin  to  fall  gradually  into  the  fame  infir- 
mities, thro*  which  they  but  lately  conduded 
and  fupported  their  children  j  and  to  need 
the  fame  afiiftance  which  they  lately  lent* 
And,  firft.  They  begin  to  grow  fickly ;  and 
4  then 
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then  they  call  for  the  aid  of  tliat  health  which 
they  cultivated  and  took  care  of  in  their 
children.  The  lofs  of  chearfulnefs  and  good 
humour  commonly  fucceeds  the  lofs  of 
health ;  the  old  parents  are  uneafy,  and  fret 
at  all  about  them :  and  now  is  the  time  for 
children  to  return  all  that  tendernefs  and  pa- 
tience to  their  parents  peevifhnefs,  without 
fournefs  or  reproof,  which  their  parents  had 
long  lent  them  in  all  their  childifh  perverfc- 
nefs  I  at  an  age  when  they  were  not  capable 
of  being  correfted.  In  the  next  place,  the 
old  parents  grow  troublefomely  talkative  and 
(as  youth  is  too  apt  to  think)  impertinent ; 
and  dwell  eternally  upon  the  obfervations  and 
adventures  of  their  times,  and  earlier  years. 
Remember,  you  alfo  had  your  time  of  being 
talkative  and  impertinent,  and  your  parents 
bore  with  you  5  but,  with  this  difference ; 
you  afked  them  filly  and  trifling  queftions, 
and  they  now  tell  you  wife  and  ufeful  ob- 
fervations.    But  they  are  troublefome,  bc- 

caufe  they  tell  them  too  often. The  an- 

fwer  to  this  is  very  obvious :  if  your  parents 
bore  with  your  folly,  you  may  well  bear 
.their  wifdom :  and  although,  perhaps,  they 
talk  more  than  is  neceflfary  to  inform  you  of 

M  z  prefcnt 
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prefent  things,  yet  their  converfation  turng 
moftly  upon  things  paft,  perhaps  paft  many 
years  before  you  came  into  the  world,  and, 
confequently,  fuch  as  they  muft  know  a 
thoufand  times  better  than  you ;  or,  though 
they  (hould  talk  more  than  is  neceflary  to 
inform  you,  they  do  not  talk  more  than  is 
neceflary  to  inform  your  fervants,  or  your 
children,  who  are  now  come  to  an  age  of 
alking  many  queftions;  and,  therefore,  Provi- 
dence hath  well  appointed,  that  their  grand- 
father or  grandmother  are  now  in  an  humour 
to  anfwer  them  all,  and  to  fupply  them  with 
a  ftore  of  ufeful  obfervations,  which  they 
want ;  nay,  which  they  want  to  hear  over 
and  over  again  ^  which  they  want  to  have  in- 
culcated a  thoufand  times  ^  and  which,  with.- 
out  this  afliftance,  would  require  a  courfe  of 

years  to  acquire  for  themfelves So  that 

this  humour  of  talkativenefs,  which  is  com- 
monly thought  fo  troublefome  in  old  people, 
hath  Its  ufe,  and  is  mofl:  excellently  appointed 
by  Almighty  God.  But,  fay  it  were  not, 
the  children,  in  bearing  with  it,  do  but 
barely  return  their  parents  what  they  long 
fince  owed  them. 
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In  the  next  place,  the  ftrength  of  the  old 
parents  fails  them,  and  they  cannot  walk 
without  a  fupport :  but,  fure,  you  will  not 
let  them  \<rant  one !  How  many  years  did 
they  bear  you  in  their  arms !  How  many 
niore  did  they  lead  you  where  you  would  be, 
and  faved  you  from  falling,  and  from  danger ! 
And  will  you  now  fufFer  thofe  old  limbs  to 
totter  and  fall  to  the  earth,  which  fo  often 
fupported  and  faved  yours,  when  they  were 
weak  and  tender,  and  unable  to  fupport  and 
fave  themfelves  ?  Certainly  you  will  not : 
you  cannot  at  once  be  guilty  of  fo  much 

cruelty  and  ingratitude. In  the  laft  place, 

the  underftandings  of  the  old  parents  begin 
to  fail,  and  the  ftrength  of  their  minds  doth 
not  long  outlive  the  ftrength  of  their  bodies ; 
but  decays  gradually,  till  they  become  again 
children ;  their  teeth  fall,  and  their  tongues 
Ifail,  and  they  are  once  more  infants  j  and  are 
now  confined  to  their  beds,  as  they  were  at 

firft  to  their  cradles. This  is  the  laft  ftage 

of  life,  and  here  they  demand  all  that  care, 
and  compaflion,  and  tendernefs,  at  your 
hands,  when  they  are  juft  going  out  of  the 
world,  which  you  called  for  at  theirs,  when 
you  firft  came  mto  it. 

M  3  Thus 
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Thus  is  the  courfe  of  nature  fulfilled,  and 
the  circle  of  Goo's  Providence  completed. 
And  what  child,  that  had  the  Icaft  remains 
of  gratitude  or  goodnefs,  would  not  be  de- 
lighted to  pay  off  this  great  debt  of  nature, 
to  purfue  this  round  of  filial  duty,  in  a  con- 
scientious difchargc  of  all  the  good  offices 
they  owe  their  aged  parents?  Nay,  what 
child,  that  had  any  goodnefs,  would  not 
rqgard  this  retribution  as  his  greatefl  honour 
and  happinefs  ?  What  child,  that  had  any 
goodnefs,  would  wifli  to  live  longer  in  this 
world,  than  whilfl  God  inclined  his  heart 
to  this  delightful  and  glorious  branch  of  his 
duty  ?  For,  furely,  it  is  in  this  refpedt,  more 
than  in  any  other  whatfoever,  that  Solpmon'% 
obfervation  is  verified,  when  he  tells  us, 
that  fathers  are  the  glory  of  their  chiU 
dren. 

And  here  v^^e  fee,  in  part,  the  reafon  of  the 
reward  of  long  life  promifed  in  the  text  to 
dutiful  children :  for,  as  nothing  fo  naturally 
(hortens  the  lives  of  parents,  as  the  mifcry  and 
diftrefs  brought  upon  them  by  the  difobe- 
dience  and  impiety  of  their  children ;  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  nothing  fo  greatly  con- 
tributes to  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  parents, 

and. 
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and,  of  confequence,  to  their  health  and 
life,  as  the  obedience  and  piety  of  their  ifluc; 
nothing  can  be  a  more  fuitable  reward  of 
that  piety,  than  len^  of  life :  and  furely 
the  bleffing  of  long  life,  annexed  to  the 
duty  of  honouring  the  jfather  and  the  mother^ 
is  n&-where  fo  complete,  is  no-where  fb 
perfed;  a  blefling,  as  when  the  child  hath  the 
happinefs  to  pay  off  the  great  debt  of  grad- 
tude  to  his  aged  parents,  to  return  fome  pait 
of  what  he  owes  to  them,  for  fupport  and 
corre£tion,  for  affedtion  and  tendernefi,  for 
example  and  inftrudion !  and,  inonewoA^ 
for  all  the  blefiings  of  a  religious  and  yifj 
tuous  education.  A  debt  for  ever  to  be  paid^ 
and  never  to  be  difcharged !  and,  therefore, 
Homer y  in  his  ufual  ftrength  of  juft  and  fine 
thinking,  mentions  it  as  a  calamitous  cir- 
cumilance  in  the  death  of  a  young  hero, 
that  he  was  cut  off  in  his  bloom,  before  he 
had  made  any  retribution  to  his  parents  for 
his    education  and  fupport -— ^<r$  TOKWtrl 

Nay,  although  a  parent  were  faulty,  and 
failed  in  any  or  all  thefe  inftances,  yet  ftill 
humanity  calls  upon  us  to  compa£ionate 
their    infirmities  >    and    generofity  ihould 
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prompt  us  to  upbraid  them  with  our  good- 
ncfs,  and  to  pay  where  we  did  not  owe. — 
There  is  an  inftance  of  heathen  piety  in  this 

point,  that  Chriftians  fhould  blufh  at 

T.  Manlius  was  ill  treated,  and  turned  out  of 
doors,  by  a  fevere  father,  who  was  foon 
after  called  to  an  account  by  the  Tribune  for 
this,  and  fome  other  part  of  his  cortdud:.  A 
^y  was  appointed  for  his  tryal,  and  every 
one  concluded  his  life  was  loft.  The  fon 
heard  of  his  danger,  and,  without  faying  a 
word  to  any  mortal,  went  fecretly  to  the 
Tribune,  and  inquired  about  it.  The  Tri- 
hune  anfwered.  That  what  he  had  heard  was 
truth  J  and  that  a  principal  part  of  the  accu- 
fation  againft  him,  was  the  cruel  treatment 
he,  his  fon,  had  received  from  him. — Upon 
this,  Manlius  puts  a  dagger  to  the  Tribune'^ 
breaft,  and  vowed  immediate  death  to  him, 
if  he  did  not  that  moment  drop  die  profe- 

cution. The  Tribune,  in   terror  of  his 

Kfe,  folemnly  fwore  he  would,  and  did 
accordingly  J  and  the  next  day  reported  the 
whole  truth  to  the  aflembly;  and  the  father 
was  acquitted  for  the  generofity  of  the  fon. 
How  few  fons  are  there  now  in  the  world, 
who  would  make  as  generous. a  return  to  the 

*  tender- 
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tendemefs  and  fondnefs  of  their  Eithers^  as 
this  fon  did  to  the  cruelty  of  his! 

There  is  alfo  a  remarkable  inftance  of  filial 
piety  in  the  hiftory  of  China.  In  the  reign 
of  die  emperor  Fuen  Ti^  a  Mandarin  was 
condemned  to  death ;  and  was  guilty  enough 
to  deferve  it  He  had  the  good  fortune  to 
have  a  daughter  affedtionate  and  dutiful  to 
him,  beyond  the  ordinary  meafures  of  filial  * 
piety ;  who  addreiled ,  the  emperor  in  his 
behalf,  prefenting  a  memorial  to  him,  where^ 
in  fhe  offered  herfelf  a  Have  for  life,  to  fave 
the  life  of  her  j&ther.  The  emperor,  ftruck  * 
with  fo  extraordinary  an  inflance'x>f  piety, 
pardoned  the  j&ther,  and  left  his  daughter  in 
her  freedom  (CburcbilTs  coUeff.  vol.  i.  p. 
164.).  And  this  was  the  more  remarkable, 
inafmuch  as  daughters  are  little  regarded  by 
iht  CbineftTy  and  often  expofed. 

There  is  one  inilance  of  filial  obedience 
in  the  Scriptures,  and  of  the  great  regard 
which  God  hath  to  it,  both  of  a  very  extra- 
ordinary nature.  "Jonadah^  the  fon  of  Re^ 
cbaby  had  laid  his  conmiands  upon  his  fons, 
that  neither  they,  nor  their  defcendents, 
fhould  drink  wine,  or  build  houfes,  or  till 
the  earth  for  ever :  but  that  they  ihould  lead  a 

pafloral 
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paftoral  life,  and  dwell  in  tents. This 

command  of  their  fitther,  both  they  and  their 
children  fo  religioufly  c^yed,  for  many  ge- 
nerations, that,  in  the  days  of  yeboiakim^ 
the  fcm  of  Jofiaby  they  gave  a  public  proof 
of  their  piety  to  their  parent  in  the  temple, 
jand  in  the  prefence  of  the  prophet,  as  you 
may  read  in  the  xxxvth  chapter  of  the  pro- 
phecy of  the  prophet  Jeremiah^  the  i  ft  and 
the  following  v^es.  And  although  thefe 
commands  of  their  father  ymadab  had  no 
ftrift  claim  to  their  obedience,  either  from 
the  law  of  nature,  or  the  law  of  God,  but 
might  well  enough  be  difpenfed  with  con- 
fiftcndy  with  both ;  yet  God  (to  (hew  the 
regard  he  hath  for  piety  to  parents)  was  gra- 
cioufly  pleafcd  to  reward  their  obedience 
in  a  very  extraordinary  manner  j  as  you  may 
read  in  the  forecited  chapter,  at  the  18  and 
1 9  verfes.  And  Jeremiab  faid  unto  the  hoiife 
of  the  RechabiteSy  T'bus  faitb  the  Lord  of 
bojlsy  the  God  of  Ifraeli  Becaufe  ycu  have 
obeyed  the  voice  of  yonadab  your  father ^ 
and  kept  all  bis  precepts ^  and  done  according 
to  all  that  he  bath  commanded  you ;  there^ 
fore  thus  faitb  the  Lord  of  bofis^  the  God 

of 
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of  Ifrael Jonadab^  the  fan  of  Rechab^ 

jhall  not  want  a  man  to  ftand  before  me  for 
ever. 

And  thus  I  have  gone  through  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  child's  duty  to  his  parents,  and 
have  (hewn  you  the  great  regard  that  Al- 
mighty God  beareth  to  filial  piety 1 

have  fhewn,  that  you  are  to  honour  your 
parents  in  words  and  adtions,  vvrith  expreflions 
of  refped:  and  reverence,  and  with  a  modeft 
and  fubmiffive  behaviour,  with  a  dutiful 
obedience  to  all  their  lawful  commands,  and 
a  grateful  retribution  of  all  the  bleflings 
and  benefits  you  have  received  from  them : 
remember  the  blefling  of  long  life  pro- 
mifed  by  Gop  to  your  obedience,  and  aflure 
yourfelves,  that  blefling,  well  ufed,  will 
end  in  the  bleflling  of  life  everlafting.  On 
the  other  hand,  remember  the  dreadful  im- 
precations pronounced  upon  negleft,  and 
impiety,  and  difobcdiencc  to  parents — * 
Remember  whofe  eye  it  is  that  the  ravens  of 
the  valley  {hall  eat,  and  whofe  light  it  is  that 

fhall  be  put  out  in  obfcure  darknefs in 

obfcure  darknefs  in  this  world,  and  eternal 
darknefs  in  the  next  j  even  his,  that  curfetb 

bis 
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U%  f/ttber^  or  bis  mother  ^    and  his,  tbat 
mocketb  at  bis  fatber^  and  defpifetb  to  obey 
his  mother.     Nor  are  thefe  curfes  due  only 
to  him  that  infults  and  abufes  his  parents, 
but  alfo  to  him  that  flights  and  neglcds  them  j 
for  fo  we  read,  Deut.  xxvii.  16.  Curfed  is  he 
that  fetteth  light  by  his  father  or  bis  mother: 
And  all  the  people  Jhall  fay^  Ajnen.     But 
if  all  this  cannot  move  you,  if  you  have  no 
compaflion  for  your  own  immortal  fouls, 
have  fome  pity  upon  your  afflifted  and  aged 
parents    [I  *  fpeak   this  to  an  audience, 
which  I  hope  is,  I  am  fure  ought  to  be,  more 
fenfible  in  tliis  point,  than  any  other  of  a 
different  condition  in  the.  whole  world]. 
My  own  experience  [in  this  place]  hath 
fully  informed  me,  of  the  infinite,  the  uii- 
fpeakable  concern  of  parents,  for  the  well- 
being  of  their  children,    and  their   much 
more  unfpeakable  forrow  and  afBidtion  for 
their  mifcarriage.  I  have  it^vi  fuch  joy  rifing 
in  the  eyes  of  a  happy  parent,  upon  the  re- 
ceiving a  glad  account  of  his  fon's  condud:, 
as  hath  infufed  new  tranfport  into  my  own 

♦  When  preached  in  the  College. 
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heart  j  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I  have  feen 
fuch  diflraded  looks,  fuch  fixed  diftrefs,  fuch 
tears  of  anguifh,  from  the  eyes  of  unhappy 
parents,  as  have  pierced  my  heart. — If  your 
parents  grief  make  this  impreflion  upon  the 
breafts  of  ftrangers,  can  you  be  infenfible  of 
it  ?  Is  there  in  nature  a  greater  inftance  of 
cruelty,  than  to  give  calamity  and  affliftion, 
where  we  owe  joy  and  tranfport,  and  where 
we  could  pay  it  with  double  happinefs  to 
ourfelves  ?  Was  ever  any  inftance  of  bar* 
barity  devifed,  like  that  of  making  thofe 
inexpreflibly  miferable,  who  have  made  it 
the  bufmefs  of  their  lives  to  make  us  eter- 
nally happy  ?  Murder  is,  in  every  inftance^ 
and  under  the  moft  alleviating  circumftances 
pf  paflion  and  provocation,  a  moft  heinous 
and  deteftable  fin :  but,  furely,  the  bringing 
down  a  parent's  grey  hairs  with  forrow  to 
the  grave,  is  murder  in  its  dreadfuUeft  fliape ! 
I  have  often  pitied  the  condition  of  execu- 
tioners, who  were  forced,  from  the  mifery 
of  their  circumftances,  to  inflidt  the  necef- 
fary  feverities  of  the  law  upon  the  bafeft  of 

mankind. 1  fliould  die  to  think  of  pu- 

wftiing  my  own  parent,  although  he  wer^ 
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fuch  thing  as  a  heaven  or  hell  hereafter ; 
if  neither  death  nor  damnation  purfued  it ; 
the  fingle  confideration  of  mifery  to  your 
diftrefTed^  afflided  parents,  fhould  make 
you  dread  it  in  every  inftance,  and  fliim  it 

in  every  fhape. Which  that  we  may  all 

do,  6?r. 
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SERMON    X. 

Ephes.  vi.  5,  6,  7,  8. 

Scrz^ajits^  be  obedient  to  them  tfjot  are  your 
mafters  according  to  the  flcjh^  with  fear 
and  tremblings  in  Jinglenejs  of  your  hearty 
as  unto  Chriji : 

Not  with  eyefervice^  as  men^pleafers  i  but 
as  the  fervants  of  Cbri/i^  doing  the  will 
of  God  Jrom  the  heart ; 

With  good^ivill  doing  fervice  as  to  the  Lord^ 
a?id  not  to  men : 

Knowings  that  whatfoever  good  thing  any 
man  dothy  the  fame  Jhall  be  receive  of 
the  Lords  whether  he  be  bond  or  free. 

SErvitude  fcems  to  have  been  originally 
founded  in  the  natural  inequality  in  the 
abilities  of  men :  for,  as  fome  men,  from  the 
advantage  of  greater  prudence  and  more  ex- 
tenfive  knowlcge,  are  fitted  to  diredl  and 
prefide  in  the  conduft  of  affairs ;  fo  others, 
for  want  of  thofe  advantages,  and  tlirough 
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a  natural  incapacity  of  providing  and  dircft- 
ing,  were  obliged  to  fubmit  themlelves  and 
their  concerns  to  the  guidance  and  difcretion 
of  other  men.  And  as  this  difference  of  abi- 
lities occalioned  as  great  a  difference  in  the 
pofTeflions  of  men,  upon  the  eflablifhment 
of  property  in  the  world,  from  hence  alfo 
arofc  another  reafon  of  fervitude  j  forafmuch 
as  fome  men  being  intirely  deflitute  of  pro- 
perty, or  at  leaft  fuch  a  portion  of  it  as  was 
fufficient  for  their  fupport,  were  forced  to  let 
themfelves  out  tohire,and  give  their  labour  in 
cxcliange  for  the  necefiaries  of  life.  And  as 
thefc  compacts  were  originally  eftablifhed  for 
life  (or  at  leaft  too  quickly  became  fo),  with 
a  power  of  arbitrary  correftion  and  chaflife- 
mcnts  in  the  mafter,  even  to  maiming  and 
deaths  the  infolencc  and  cruelty  of  in- 
human maflers,  made  the  condition  of 
fervants  a  flate  of  unfpeakable  mifery  for 
many  generations :  and  the  natural  confe- 
quence  from  fuch  ill  treatment  and  inhu- 
manity in  the  maflers,  was  idlenefs  and 
neglect  on  the  fide  of  the  fervants  5  and  an 
utter  difregord  of  their  maf):er*s  interefl, 
whenever  it  was  confiflent  with  their  own 
fafetyi  together  with  fecrct  rcfolutions  of 

revenge 
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revenge,  upon  tlie  firft  opportunity.  Aod 
hence  it  is,  that  in  all  tlie  antient  comedies^ 
which  are  the.trueft  reprefcntations  of  life, 
fhe  buiinefs  of  the  flave  is,  always  to  corrupt 
the  Ton,  and  defraud  the  mailer :  that  is»  to 
injure  him  in  his  two  neareft  concerns ;  not 
without  violence  to  his  perfon,  whenever 
he  can  find  any  pretence  for  a  difguife  to 
execute  his  vengeance  with  impunity. 

In  this  condition  Chriftianity  found  the 
world  :  and  as  it  is  the  bufinefs  of  that  ex- 
cellent  inftitution,  to  corredt  the  errors  of 
mankind,  and  improve  their  manners;  to 
baniih  violence  and  villainy,  and  introduce 
peace  and  good-will  in  their  ftead;  the 
world  hath  been  gradually  humanized  and 
improved  by  it,  as  in  every  other  inftance, 
fo  iikewife  in  this  of  dominion  and  fervi* 
tude.  That  excellent  Religion,  which 
teaches  us,  that  Humility,  and  Mercy,  and 
Love,  are  the  diftinguifhing  badges  of  our 
Chriftian  profeffion ;  could  not  fail  to  teach 
us  the  duty  of  treating  our  fellow-crea- 
tures with  gentlenefs  and  humanity:  and 
infpire  us  with  an  utter  abhorrence  of  that 
cnidty  to  our  Chriftian  brethren,  which 
wciTld  ill  become  ms  to  the  beafts  that  pe-^ 
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rilh :  nay,  and  would  be  criminal  even  there. 
And  hence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  laws  of 
perpetual  fervitude,  and  the  power  of  life 
and  limbs,  were  gradually  relaxed  and  taken 
away  j  and  mankind  rcftored  to  their  native 
.and  original  freedom,  and  fecial  rights.  And 
altlio'  many  of  them  cannot  yet  fubfift  out 
of  a  ftate  of  fervitude,  yet  are  tliey  under 
no  neceflity  of  continuing  in  it,   for  any 
longer  term  than  they  thcmfelves  have  con- 
fented  to :  fo  that, .  if  they  cannot  live  in 
nbfolute  freedom,  they  have  at  leaft,  what 
is  next  to  it ;  for  to  have  it  in  our  power  to 
change  our  mailers  after  a  determined  time, 
and  ceafe  to  ferve  whenever  the  condition  of 
our  affairs  will  allow  us,  is  in  the  next  degree 
to  full  libertv.     In  the  mean  time,  the  lives 
and  limbs  of  fcrvants  are  as  well  fecurcd  to 
them,  at  leaft  in  this  part  of  the  world,  as 
their  mafters  to  them :  and  to  deprive  tliem 
of  either,  is,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  equally 
criminal."  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  that 
mafters  fliould  not  be  put  in  a  worfc  condi- 
tion, by  the  diminution  of  their  powers  and 
prerogatives  over  their  fervants,  the  Chriftian 
religion  hath  now  bound  all  that  duty  and 
fidelity  upon  the  confdences  of  fervants, 

which 


Sen  lO.     to  their Maflers.      . .   i8t  . 

which  before  were  only  the  eiFeds  of  rc- 
ftraint  and  fear.  Hence  it  is,  that  St.  Pauly 
m  the  words  of  my  text,  injoins  iervants  to 
pay  all  kind  of  obfcrvancc  to  their  mafters, 
from  the  motives  of  a,  good  confcience,  and 
a  fenfe  of  duty  towards.GoD;  .tdTuring  tbem,, 
that  an  honeft  difcharge  of  their  duty  in  this 
point,  is  highly  acceptable  in  the  fight' of 
God,  and  will  have  its  reward  .  Scp-vants^ 
be  obedient  to  them  that  are  your  nmjlers 
according  to  the  flejl.\  with  fear  and  trcm^ 
blingy  in  finglenefi  of  your  hearty  as  unto 
Chriji : 

Not  with  eye-fervice^  as  men-pleafers  ^ 
but  as  the  Jlrvants  of  Chrift^  doing  the  will 
of  God  from  the  heart : 

With  good- will  doing  fervice^  as  to  the 
Lord^  andiiot  to  men : 

Knowings  that  whatfoever  good  thing  any 
man  doth^  the  fame  Jhall  he  receive  of  the, 
Lordy  whether  he  be  bond  or  free.  ^ 

'  Now,  the  bufinefs  of  thisdifcourfe  fhall  be, 
from  thefe  words  of  the  apoftle,  to  explain . 
and  enforce  the  Duty  of 7  Servants  in  all  its 
parts ;  which  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do,  in  the 
proof  and  enforcement  of  the  following  pro-^ . 
portions. 

N  3  Firft, 


J 


1 8  2  7J^  Duty  0^  dETttr ANTS  Scr.  i  o. 

Firft,  Servants  arc  to  obey  their  Mafters ; 
And, 

Secondly,    They  arc  to   be  faithful   to 
them. 

Firft,  I  fay,  They  arc  to  obey  their  mafters. 
And  this  ncceflfarily  arifes  from  the  nature 
af  fcrvitudc  j  for  the  very  condition  of  that 
compact  16,  that  one  man  (hall  fubmit  his 
will  and  aftions  to  the  difcretion  and  direc- 
tion of  another :  and  therefore  a  fervant  is 
fuppofed  to  have  no  will  of  his  own,  where 
his  niafter  Js  concerned;  but  to  fubmit  him^ 
felf  intircly  to  the  will  of  his  maftcr,  and 
to  obey  all  his  lawful  commands. 

By  lawful  Comrnands  are  meant  all  fuch  as 
are  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  God,  or  the 
community :  and  the  reafon  of  this  is  evi- 
dent ;  becaufe  all  mankind  arc  under  prior 
obligations  to  God  and  focicty  j  and  therc- 
Ibrc  all  other  engagements  muft  yield  to 
thefc:  and  whcnc\-er  they  happen  to  be 
inconfiftent  with  them,  they  immediately 
ccafe,  and  become  nijll  and  void.  There- 
fdre,  if  yoitr  maftcr  fhould  command  you  ta 
lye,  or  fteal,  to  defame,  or  defraud,  or  com- 
niit  any  vice  or  villainy  whatfocver,  there 
you  are  abfolutcly  to  difobey  him  y  becaufe 

God 
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God  hath  commanded  you,  not  to  do  any 
of  thefc  things  s  and  the  apoflks  Jiave 
taught  us,  that  we  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  men.  But  as  long  as  the  mafter's  com* 
mands  are  within  the  bounds  of  religion, 
and  the  laws  of  the  land,  fo  far  the  fervant 
is  obliged  to  fubmit,  and  pay  iotire  obedience 
to  them.  And  tliis  he  is  to  d9with  fear,  and 
chearfulnefs. 

Firft,  He  is  to  obey  with  fear :  Servantt 
(faith  the  apoftle),  be  obedient  to  them  that 
are  your  mafters  according  to  the  fleft)y  with 
fear  and  trembling.  Now  where  men  find 
themfelves  obliged  to  ft  dutiful  and  confci- 
entious  obedience,  it  is  unavoidable  but 
that  they  mufl  be  afraid  of  giving  any  of- 
fence, or  provoking  to  anger  and  refent- 
ment,  by  negleft  and  diibbedience.  Fear 
is  a  natural  refhraint  upon  the  giddinefs  and 
perverfenefs  of  our  nature :  it  awakens  dl 
our  cautioB  and  diligence,  and  makes  us  at- 
tentive and  obfervant :  it  makes  us  careful 
to  underftand  the  diredtions  of  our  fuperiors, 
and  diligent  to  execute  them.  And  therefore 
we  may  fay  of  it  in  tliis  cafe,  as  EUphaz  does 
to  Job^  Is  not  this  thy  fear^  thy  confidence  ? 
The  fenic  of  a  proper  awe  vpon  our  minds, 
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gives  us"  the  bcft  aflurancc  of  our  having  a 
due  regard  to  the  commands  of  our  fupe- 
riors,  and  the  difcharge  of  our  duty.  Befides 
this,  fear  is  the  great  principle  of  prudence, 
as  well  as  induftry :  it  awakens  the  abilities 
of  the  foul,  fets  them  to  work  upon  their 
proper  objcdt^  and  urges  them  to  their  pro- 
per ends,  ^moft  all  knowlege,  as  well  as 
difcipline  and  virtue,  are  founded  in  fear. 
^he  fear  of  the  Lord^  faith  Solomou^  is  the 
beginning  of  nvifdom :  a  good  underftanding 
have  all  they  that  do  thereafter.  And  as  the 
fear  of  the  higheft  authority  naturally  leads 
us  to  the  higheft  and  moft  excellent  wifdom 
(the  knowlege  of  the  laws  and  will  of  our 
Creator) ;  fo  the  reverence  we  owe  to  the  in- 
ferior degrees  of  it,  leads  us  to  proportionable 
degrees  of  difcrction  and  prudence,  in  the  con- 
duct of  our  lives.  And  therefore  fervants  arc 
to  be  awfully  obfervant,  and  obedient  to  the 
commands  of  their  matters,  not  only  for  con- 
fcience  fake,  but  likewife  on  account  of  that 
improvement  of  their  own  minds  and  man- 
ners, which  fuch  a  reverence  and  fear  of  au- 
thority will  naturally  infpire.     But, 

Secondly,    Servants    are    to   obey   with 
chearfulnefs :  With  gcod-iciU  doing  fervice^ 
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iaith  the  apoflle :  and  therefore  '  they  are 
carefully  to  avoid  all  that  fuUen  aiid  furly 
behaviour  which  renders  their  pcrfons  hate- 
ful, and  tlieir  beft  fervices  di{agreeable.  A 
fournefs  and  reftivenefs  to  the  commands  of 
fuperiors,  is  a  fure  indication  of  inherent 
pride,  that  difdains  fubjedtion ;  and  is  much 
better  fitted  for  infolcnce  in  power,  than 
obedience  in  fubjedlion.  And  this  fpirit  of 
infolence  is  fo  frequently  to  be  met  with 
in  fen^ants,  that  a  man  who  makes  right 
refledions  upon  it,  will  find  infinite  reafon 
to  blefs  the  good  Providence  of  Almigh^ 
God,  by  whofc  wife  appointment  fo  many 
turbulent  and  malignant  fpirits  were  placed 
in  a  condition  of  the  loweft  fubjc(SUon ;  who, 
had  tliey  been,  raifed  to  dominion  and  rule, 
would  have  been  the  greatcft  monfters  of 
oppreffion  and  tyranny  that  ever  the  world 
produced.  Hillories  of  all  ages  are  full  of 
examples  to  this  purpofc:  and  that  this  is  the 
fenfe  of  mankind  upon  the  point,  may  be 
collected  from  the  proverbs  of  all  nations, 
which  have  not  failed  to  obferve  upon  the 
remarkable  infolence  of  perfons  raifed  firom 
a  low  condition  to  any  heights  of  fortune. 
And  this  is  fo  apparent  in  a  thoufand  in- 
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ftances,  that  {is  Sylla  is  faid  to  have  feen 
many  Mariufs  in  Cafar)  fbme  men  of  good 
underftanding  have  been  confident,  that  they 
have  obferved  many  Neros  in  a  common 
footman,  or  day-labourer:  and  therefore 
perfons  of  this  charadter,  inft:ead  of  indulge 
ing  their  innate  pride,  in  infolence  and  fui- 
lennefs  to  their  fuperiors,  fhould  endeavour, 
to  the  utmofl:  of  their  power,  to  fubdue  it  to 
the  dictates  of  their  duty :  and  remember,  it 
waa  the  great  goodnefs  of  Almighty  God, 
to  place  them  in  that  low  condition  of 
life,  where  the  malignly  of  their  nature 
would  have  Icaft  room  to  exert  itfelf ;  and 
where  they  have  avoided  much  of  that  guilt, 
and  that  punifhment,  which  higher  degrees 
of  power  and  afHuence  would  have  de- 
volved upon  them.  And  this  motive  to 
modefly  and  fubmifHon  in  fervants,  will  be 
much  firengthened,  by  confidering,  that  pride 
and  iliffhefs  will  alwa3rs  expofe  them  to  ill 
treatment.  A  modeft  demeanour,  joined  to 
a  readinefs  to  execute  the  mafler's  commands, 
is  fuch  an  indication  of  a  good  mind  and 
good  will  to  their  fervice,  as  naturally  wins 
their  affedtion ;  and  inclines  them,  in  return, 
to  do  you  all  the  good  offices  in  their  power ; 

and 
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and  to  make  the  yoke  of  fervitude  fit  as 
light  and  cafy  upon  you  as  they  can :  whereas 
the  contrary  behaviour  will  always  excite 
them  to  fuch  degrees  of  rebuke  and  corrtd* 
tion,  as  perhaps  you  caiv  very  ill  bear  5  an  J 
yet  are  obliged  in  confcience  to  fubmit  to, 
whether  they  be  juft,  or  unjuft.  Servants^ 
laith  St.  Peter y  in  the  ii*  chap,  of  his  firft 
epiftle,  at  the  1 8th  and  following  vcrfcs  ^-^^ 
Servants^  be  fubjeSl  to  your  majiers^  with 
all  fear^  not  only  to  the  good  and  gentle, 
but  alfo  to  the  Jrou^ard  5  for  this  is  tbank^ 
worthy^  if  a  man  for  confcience  ttnvarjs 
God  endure  grief  fuffering  isrongfully:  for 
tJDkat  glory  is  it,  if  nvben  ye  be  buffeted 
for  your  fault $j  you  take  it  patiently  ?  But 
if  when  you  do  well,  and  /uffer  for  it,  ye 
take  it  patiently :  this  is  acceptable  voitb 
God.  From  hence  we  learn,  diat  fervantt 
are  no^  only  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  jufi 
corredlions  of  their  mailers ;  but  likewife  f o 
fuch  as  are  the  effects  of  frowardnefs  and  ill 
tfcmper •  And  as  nothing  is  fo  apt  to  four 
the  temper  of  the  beft  niafters,  as  fulleiihef^ 
and  infolehce  in  their  fervants ;  fo  nothing  is 
more  apt  to  bring  unjuft  corre<ftion  upon 
them :  becaufe  it  makes  every  thing  they  do, 
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difagrceable,  however  right  in  itfelf ;  and 
urges  the  mafler  to  lay  hold  on  all  oppor- 
tunities and  pretences^  of  fubduing  and 
mortifying  that  evil  fpirit,  by  the  fliarpeft 
and  fevercft  correction :  whereas,  on  the 
other  hand,  humility  and  meeknefs  have  tlxe 
happiefl  eiFedls  upon  the  difpofitions  of  all 
they  deal  with.  They  turn  the  edge  of  tlie 
fharpeft  rage;  they  are  like  wool-facks  to  the 
fierceft  inftruments  of  war  j  their  yielding 
foftnefs  abates  their  violence,  and  fubdues 
their  force.  Meeknefs  is,  in  this  refpcdt,  like 
charity  3  for  as  it  beareth  all  things y  fo  like- 
wife  doth  it  cover  a  multitude  of  fins.  A  [oft 
anpwer  (faith  Solomon)  turnetb  away  wrath : 
but  grievous  words  fir  up  anger.  And 
again,  £y  long  forbearance  is  a  prince  per^ 
fuadedy  and  a  foft  tongue  breaketh  the  bone. 
That  is.  Gentle  and  modeft  replies  foften  the 
moft  hardened  and  obftinatedifpofitions ;  and 
dcfcend,  as  the  Pfalmift  expreffes  it,  like  oil 
into  the  bones.  Modefty  and  humility  are 
as  the  grave  ground  in  a  pidture,  which  fetS 
off  the  faireft  colours,  and  fliews  all  the 
figures  to  greater  advantage.  Modefty,  in 
a  fervant,  places  all  his  adtions  in  the  beft 
light  J  and  inclines  the  moft  froward  and 
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perverfe  mailers  to  bear  with  their  infirmi- 
ties, and  put  the  beft  conftruftion  upon  all 
their  conduft. 

But  farther,  Servants  are  not  only  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  correftion  of  their  mailers,  but. 
they  are  to  profit  and  become  better  by  it : 
for  amendment  and  reforination  arc  the  end 
of  all  correftion:  and  therefore  fervants  muil 
not  think  they  have  done  enough,  when 
they  have  liilened  calmly  to  the  mailer's 
rebuke,  or  fubmitted  patiently  to  his  cha- 
ilifement ;  for  all  this  is  to  no  purpofe,  un- 
lefs  they  are  amended  by  it.     And  there- 
fore they  are  to  obferve,  and  refledl  care- 
fully upon  the  reafons  and  circumilances'of 
their  mifcarriage  and  miibehaviour,  when- 
ever they  have  committed  a  fault;  and  make 
ferious  refolutions  of  more  care,  and  better 
condudl,  another  time*    For  example :  This 
was  the  effe<a  of  floth  and  idlenefs.  This,  my 
conceit  brought  upon  me.    Had  J  liilened  to 
good  advice,  I  might  have  avoided  this  mif-^ 
chief;  and  fo  on.     And  forafmuc^  as  the 
buiinefs  of  moil  fervants  lies  within  a  v&ry 
narrow  compafs,  the  fum  of  their  employ- 
ment being  a  train  of  the  very  fame  low 
offices  repeated  every  day,  with  very  little 
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Tariety ;  it  Is  evident,  fhat  as  tliere  is  but 
a  very  racxierate  degree  of  capacity  required 
to  enable  them  to  know  their  duty ;  fo  like- 
wife  OS  moderate  a  degree  of  care  and  dili- 
gence will  enable  them  to  difchargc  it  as 
they  ought :  and  therefore  whatever  excufe 
there  may  be  for  the  firft  committal  of 
faults,  there  can  be  none  for  the  frequent 
rqjetition  of  them^efpeciaUy  after  corredlion : 
f&c  even  brute  beafts  will  learn  to  (hun  thofe 
actions  that  are  attended  with  punishments, 
even  againft  the  inftinft  of  nature.     They 
will  learn  to  fly  from  meats  and  drinks  that 
are  naturally  very  agreeable  and  deHrable  to 
them:   and  therefore,  for  realbnable  crea- 
tures to  commit  the  fame  faults  to  which 
they  can  have  no  natural  inl^indt,  after  fre- 
quent rebuke  and  con'e<Stion,  is  in  truth  to 
become  more  than  brutal ;  to  adt  even  below 
the  beads  that  perifli.  -  And  therefore  it  is 
no  wondei",  if  the  common  end  of  fuch  in- 
corrigible creatures  is  utter  ruin  and  deftruc- 
tion.  The  mailer  grows  weary  of  correction, 
and  lets  them  go  their  own  wavj  and  their 
own  way  being  the  way  of  vice  and  villainy, 
leads  diredlly  to  infamy  and  the  gallows* 
And  indeed^  this  i&alfo  Go  d's  way  of  dealing 
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I  with  incorrigible  iinncrs :  for  whom  be  l&veth^ 

I  he  cbajleneth ,  but  when  chaftening  hath  no 

cfFedt  for  their  amendment^  he  delivers^^em 

over  to  a  reprobate  fenfe. 

And  thus  much  in  proof  and  explication 

of  the  firft  proportion  I  laid  down ;  namely^ 

That  fervants  are  to  obey  their  matters. 

I  come  now  to  the  fecond  propofition  I 
propofed  to  fpeak  to  3  and  that  was^  That 
fervants  are  to  be  faithful  to  their  mailers. 

And  this  Faithfulnefs  is  of  two  forts:  The 
firft  confiils  in  an  honeft  difcharge  of  duty  ^ 
to  them,  in  every  thing  they  employ  you 
1  about,  to  the  beft  of  your  abilities.  If  in  bo- 

dily labour,  you  are  to  labour  in  their  fervice,  ' 
as  far  as  your  health  and  ftrength  will  allow : 
if  m  the  abilities  of  your  mind,  you  are  to 
ferve  them  to  the  beft  of  your  underftand-* 
ing,  without  injuring  their  affairs  by  flotfa, 
.  or  delay,  or  negligence :  and  this  kind  of 

fidelity  is  oppofed  to  eye-fervice. 

The  next  fort  of  faithfulnefs  confifts  in 
being  true  and  juft  to  your  mailers  in  every 
thing  committed  to  your  truft:  and  this  fide- 
lity is  oppoied  to  firaud  and  theft. 

Firftg  liay,  you  are  to  ferve  him  with  aoL 
hozxeft  diligence^  without  idlenefs,  negled» 
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or  delay:  and  tliis  tlie  apoftle  requires, 
when  he  injoins  fqrvants  to  be  obedient  to 
their  mafters,  not  with  eye-fervice^  as  men- 
pleafers,  but  as  the  fer^cants  of  Chriji^  doing 
the  icill  of  God  from  the  heart.  That  is, 
You  are  to  employ  yourfelves  diligently  in 
your  mafter's  fervice,  not  barely  whilft  his 
eye  is  upon  you,  and  you  are  apprchenfivc 
of  being  chaftifed  for  your  idlenels ;  but  at 
all  times ;  even  when  he  is  leaft  likely  to 
fee,  or  to  punifh  your  negledt.  And  this 
you  are  to  do  in  difcharge  of  a  good  con- 
fcience,  becaufc  you  are  paid  for  it :  your 
time  ajid  flrength  are  no  longer  your  own, 
when  you  are  hired ;  they  are  your  maftcr's, 
and  to  be  employed  in  his  fervice ;  and  coa- 
fequently  you  cannot  employ  them  as  you 
pleale,  but  as  he  diredls :  nor  can  you  mif- 
cmploy  them,  or  with-hold  them  from  him, 
without  manifeft  fraud  and  injuftice.  Rob- 
bing a  man  of  the  time  he  hath  bought  of 
you,  is  juft  as  wicked  as  to  rob  him  of 
his  money,  or  his  goods,  or  any  other  pur- 
chafe  he  hath  paid  for.  The  injuftice  is  ex- 
aftly  the  fame  in  both ;  and  therefore  the 
apoftic  fiiith,  you  are  to  be  obedient  to  your 
majh'^^y  not  with  eye-^ez-vice^  as  men^plea- 
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fers^  but  as  the  fervants  of  Chrijl^  doing 
the  will  of  God  from  the  heart ;  that  is,  you 
are  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  your  fcrvice 
out  of  a  fenfe  of  confcience,  in  full  aflurc* 
ance,  that  in  fo  doing  you  do  what  God 
requires  of  you ;  for  God  requires  juftice  in 
all  your  dealings,  and  will  feverely  pUnifh 
the  negleft  and  violation  of  it :  and  there^ 
fore,  although  your  mailer  doth  not  behold 
your  idlenefs.  Go  d  fees  it,  and  will  require 
a  fevere  account  of  it;  and  you  can  no 
more  efcape  his  vengeance,  than  you  caa 
avoid  his  fight :  befides,  it  has  pleafed  Goo 
fo  to  order  the  ftate  of  things  here  below, 
that  diligence  and  induftry  are  the  fure  way 
to  health,  and  credit,  and  profperity  in  the 
world. 

Idlenefs  is  able  to  deflroy  the  befl  confli* 
tution  of  body  and  mind,  that  ever  was 
framed!  and  I  myfelf  have  obferved  beggars, 
who  began  in  floth,  end  in  real  infirmities, 
and  a  ruined  conflitution.  And  it  is  noto- 
rious of  numbers  of  people,  that  they  lofe 
their  limbs  for  want  of  ufing  them :  whereas 
all  the  powers  of  foul  and  body  are  remark- 
ably improved  by  application  and  exercife. 
Mito^  v<rho  had  juit  ftrength  enough  the  firfl 
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day  to  lift  a  calf,  by  conftant  pradtioe  of 
lifting  him  every  day,  became  at  laft  to  have 
ftrength  enough  to  lift  him,  even  w^hen  he 
was  grown  up  into  an  ox:  and  the  greateft 
prodigies  of  wifdom  and  fciencc  that  ever 
appeared  in  the  world,  had  their  beginnings 
in  the  fame  low  rudiments  of  knowlege  with 
the  reft  of  mankind.  Men  arc  born,  in  the 
general,  nearly  equal:  inftrudtion  and  in-* 
duftry,  culture  and  £ligeiice,  make  the  great 
diftinftions  between  man^  and  man.  Induftry 
is  of  fo  excellent  a  nature,  that  it  will 
fcarcely  fuffer  any  bounds  to  be  fet  to  our 
improvement ;  nor  is  it  poffible  to  fay,  to 
what  ftrength  of  body  and  mind  unwearied 
application  will  carry  us  at  iStit  kft  1  and  there* 
fore  Solomon  moft  excellently  advifes,  JFhaU 
ever  thine  hand  findeth  U  do^  do  it  with 
all  thy  might.  A  motto,  that  ought  to  be 
graved  in  charafters  of  gold,  over  the  fhops 
of  all  artifts,  as  well  as  the  clofcts  of  the  ftu- 
dious.  Solomon  well  knew  the  worth  of 
diligence  (and  perhaps  none  but  the  wiieft 
man  that  ever  lived,  was  acquainted  with  its 
fall  value) ;  and  therefore  he  is  large  in  the 
praifc  of  it :  He  becometh  poor  that  dealetb 
ntith  a  /lack  hufid  \  but  the  hmd  of  the 
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diligent  maketb  rich.  Again,  Ti&f  band  of 
the  diligent  jhall  hear  rule ;  hut  the  Jlot^l 
ft>all  he  under  tribute.  The  foul  of  the 
Jluggard  defirethy  and  hath  nothing  5  but  the 
foul  of  the  diligent  Jhall  be  made  fat.  And 
again,  Seeji  thou  a  man  diligent  in  hii 
hufnefs?  he  Jhall  fiand  before  Kings  ^,  he  Jhall 
not  fiand  before  mean  men.  And  therefore, 
if  you  will  not  be  diligent  and  induftrious 
for  your  mafters  fakes,  be  fo  at  leaft  for  your 
own  3  to  acquire  fuch  habits  as  will  fbrengthen 
your  body  and  your  mind,  and  raife  you  to 
credit  and  profperity  in  the  world :  and,  what 
is  more,  will  keep  you  out  of  idlenefs,  the 
great  parent  of  vice  and  wickednefs  of  every 
kind,  which  will  cloathe  you  with  infamy 
and  rags,  and  bring  you  to  certain  ruin  at 
the  laft:  will  deftroy  you,  body  and  foul. 

The  laft  duty  required  of  fervants,isFaith«» 
fulnefs  to  their  truft ;  that  is,  an  honefl  care 
and  management  of  all  goods  and  things 
committed  to  their  charge,  without  fraud, 
or  wafte.  And  this  is  of  all  others  the  higheft 
and  moft  important  part  of  the  fervant'sduty; 
becaufe  his  own  confcience,  and  his  mafter^s 
intereft,  are  more  nearly  concerned  in  it  than 
in  any  other:  it  being  oftentimes  in  the 
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power  of  a  wicked  fervant  by  one  hour's 
wilful  villainy  in  this  point,  to  ruin  the  beft 
mailer,  and  the  wealthieft  man.  And  there- 
fore the  apoftle,  in  the  words  of  my  text, 
injoins  fervants  to  be  obedient  to  their  ma- 
ilers, in  fvglenefs  of  hearty  that  is,  with 
an  honeil  and  upright  mind.  And  in  chap.  ii. 
of  his  epiftle  to  Titus y  ver.  9.  he  diredls  that 
Biihop  to  exhort  fervants  to  be  obedient  to 
their  mafters^  and  to  pleafe  them  well  in  all 
things ;   not  anfmring  again ^  nor  purloin- 
ing\    but  Jloewing  all  good  fidelity.     And 
under  this  head  of  purloining^  are  to  be  re- 
duced all  frauds  of  every  kind,  all  bribes,  all 
falfe  weights  and  meafures,  by  which  the 
fervants  are  profited,  and  the  mailer  is  in- 
jured J  in  ihort,  all  poflible  vsrays,  whereby 
fervants  are  wgnt  to  make  gain,  or  interefl, 
or  friendihip  for  themielves,  to  the  lofs  and 
damage  of  their  mailers :  for  all  theie  ways 
of  gain  are  downright   frauds  and  thefts, 
and  are  but  the  more  criminal,  as  they  are 
contrived  with  more  fubtlety  and  fecurity : 
nay,  this  fort  of  cheating  is  much  bafer,  and 
more  villainous,  than  common  ilealing ;  be- 
caufe  you  do  not  only  defraud  your  mailer, 
but  you  likewife  break  faith,  and  betray 

your 


Scr.  10.     to  their  Majiers.  197 

your  truft  at  the  fame  time :  you  add  trea- 
chery to  theft !  and  therefore  this  villainy  is 
doubly  hateful  to  God  and  man. 

The  other  way  of  being  unfaithful  to  yOur ; 
mafter,  is  by  wafting  his  goods,  although 
without  profit  to  yourfelf,  or  fuffering  them 
to  be  imbezled  by  others :  and  this  is,  in  cffeijt, 
and  in  the  confequences  of  it  to  your  mafters, 
the  very  fame  with  wilful  fraud  and  theft. 
For  what  matters  it  to  your  mafter  whether 
he  is  injured,  or  ruined,  by  your  fraud,  or  by 
your  negligence  ?  So  that  the  breach  of  tnift 
in  you,  and  the  evil  to  your  mafter,  is  exadly 
the  fame  in  both.  He  trufted  you  with  his 
fubftance,  and  you  have  betrayed  him  to  his 
damage ;  it  may  be,  to  his  ruin. 

As  the  world  is  conftituted,  it  is  imppf- 
fible  to  live  or  tranfadl  our  affairs  in  life 
without  confiding  in  fomebody  or  other, 
upon  a  thoufand  occafions :  and  on  whom 
can  you  depend  with  fo  much  fecurity,  a$ 
on  him  that  eats  of  your  bread,  and  is 
bound  by  all  the  ties  of  duty  and  confci- 
ence,  to  be  faithful  to  you  ?  And  what  ad^ 
vantage  would  it  be  to  mafters,  to  be  fecure 
that  their  fcrvants  would  not  themfelves 
cheat  them,  if  at  the  fame  time,  through 
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thdr  idlenefs  or  negligence,  they  fufFer 
others  to  defraud  them  ?  And  therefore^  he 
that  fuflFers  his  mafter  to  be  injured  through 
his  feult,  although  without  profit  to  himfelf, 
betrays  his  truft,  and  is  as  criminal  in  the 
fight  of  God,  as  if  he  had  bjured  him  for 
his  own  gain :  nay,  rather,  he  is  more  crimi* 
xial :  for  he  that  injures  his  mafter  for  his 
own  profit,  hath  fome  plea,  fome  pretence 
for  his  villainy,  and  fome  temptatioh  to  it : 
whereas  he  dxat  injures  him  vnthout  any 
advantage  to  himfelf,  hath  no  prttence,  not 
fp  much  as  the  excufe  of  a  temptation  for  hii 
wickednefs :  and  therefore  fuch  a  one  takes 
to  himfelf  the  mofl  fcandalous  and  detefl- 
able  charafter  in  the  world,  that,  of  being 
wicked  for  wickednefs  fake. 

And  here  I  mufl  take  notice,  that  there  is 
one  kind  of  wafle,  wherein  fervants  are  more 
frequently  faulty  towards  their  maflers,  than 
any  other  1  and  that  is,  wafle  of  food,  and 
this  is  of  two  forts :  one  is,  when  they  fufFer 
any  meats  or  drinks,  under  their  care,  to  pc-- 
riflb,  be  lofl,  or  become  ufelcfs,  through 
their  negligence.  Now  every  wafle  of  this 
kind  is  a  grievous  wickednefs  j  inafmuch  as, 
befides  the  injury  to  the  ownersj  it  is  defpife^ 

ing 
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ing  the  Divine  bounty  and  beneficence :  and 
in  efFed:,  trampling  the  gifts  of  God  under 
foot.  Which  is  furely  a  moft  (hocking  com-^ 
plication  of  infolence  and  ingratitude !  and 
one  would  think  our  bleiTed  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ  had  efFedually  guarded  againft  this 
guilt  at  the  clofe  of  that  glorious  miracle) 
whereby  he  fed  fo  inmienfe  a  multitude 
with  five  loaves  and  two  fifties  (St.  John^  ch. 
vi.) :  for  when  he  had  done  fo,  he  gave  ex- 
prefs  orders  to  gather  up  the  fragments  that 
remain^  that  nothing  be  loji.  Although  this 
food  was  produced  in  all  the  abundance  of 
Divine  munificence^  and  with  all  the  eafc  of 
Almighty  power ;  yet  care  was  taken  by  the 
very  Creator  himfelf,  that  not  the  leaft  part 
of  it  fhould  be  abufed  to  wafte. 

The  next  kind  of  wafte  which  fervant* 
are  too  frequently  guilty  of,  is  the  abufe  of 
meats  and  drinks  committed  to  their  care,  to 
the  purpofes  of  riot  and  excefs :  to  make 
themfelves  ufelefs  to  all  the  duties  of  their 
ftation,  it  may  be,  to  their  own,  and  to  the 
ruin  of  others.  Nay  more,  oftentimes  to  the 
intoxicating  the  fervants  of  others,  fo  as  to 
make  them  alfo  ufelefs  at  beft.  And  too  often 
even  deftrudtive  to  the  houfes,  and  limbs^^ 
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and  lives  of  their  mailers  and  miftrefles  in* 
icufted  to  them.  How  dreadful  a  guilt  is 
this,  thus  to  pervert  the  purpofes  of  the  Di* 
vine  beneficence !  Negligent  wafte  is  tramp- 
ling, the  gifts  of  Gqd  under  foot;  but  riotous 
wafte  is  turning  his  bleflings  into  curfes ; 
into  curfes  upon  yourfelves  and  others !  To 
how  many  excellent  purpofes  might  thofe 
waftes  of  excefs,  now  fo  pernicious,  be  ap* 
.plied !  to  lighten  the  labours  of  life ;  to 
foften  the  bed  of  ficknefs,  to  make  the  'wi- 
dow's heart  fing  far  joy^  What  infinite  evil 
doth  wafte  commit !  what  infinite  good  doth 
it  prevent,  and  pervert !  and  the  authors  of 
it,  how  extenfively  are  they,  how  effectually, 
how  emphatically  wicked ! 

But  there  is  on^  point,  wherein  the  fidelity 
of  fervants  is  more  eminently  required,  than 
in  any  other  whatfpevers  and  yet  where  they 
gre  wont  to  abufe  and  betray  their  truft  mor^ 
than  in  any  other ;  and  that  is.  The  care  of 
their  mafters  children,  I  fhall  omit  a  thou-^ 
fand  inftances  of  mifcondud  and  abufe,  and 
inftance  only  in  two.  The  firft  is,  that  abo- 
piinable  cuftom  among  fervants,  of  teachii^g 
children  vice  and  wickednefs,  as  the  firft 
!f udiments  of  knowlege.  And  this  is  fo  no- 
torious. 
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torious,  that,  take  any  child  you  meet,  and 
it  is  cxids  but  the  firft  fcnt^ce  or  word  he 
learnt  to  fpeak,  was  either  an  (»th,  or.an  ill 
name:  and  if  fervants  are  taken  to^taik  fac 
this  villainy,  they  anfwer.  There  is  no  manr 
ner  of  l&rm  in  it,  becaufe.  the  poor;  child 
does  not  know  what  he  fays.  Perl^pf}  hp 
does  not ;  Imt  yet  it  is  more  prpbabl9,tluit:  he 
does;  6x  it  is  certain,  that  children  often 
underiland: words  even  before  they  canfpeal^ 
them  I  and  if;  they  do  fpeak  fome  ill  words 
before  they. underiland ^eooi,  I  dare.faj,  k 
will  not  be  your  &ult,  if  th^  continue  long 
,in  that  ignorance :  -for  the  fame  corruption 
of  mind  that*  prompted  you  to  to»ch  thent 
thpfe  ill  words,  will  alfo  prompt  .you.  to 
make  them  underfbuid  what  is  meai4(|>y 
thenx,  as  foon-.as  you  can:  and  not'onfy 
underftand^but  pradife  too.  Ye  wicke4 
^:reature8|  little  do  ye  confider,  that  the  firft 
imprefiions  made  upon  children  alwayi 
fink  the  ^deepef):,  and  lafl  the  longeftj  and 
are  hardly  poffible  to  be  efiaced  from  li» 
jxiindv  Aod-  therefore  Sobmn  rightljad- 
vifes,  Urain  n^  a  child  in  the  way  be  Jhould 
^Oy  and  when  be  is  old^  be  will  mt  depart 
frqm  it,    AM  tlie  obfervation  is  fuU  as  true, 

lam 
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I  am  airaid,  more  fo,  if  ybu  train  him  up 
in  the  way  he  fhould  not  gOv     Shame  is 
the  great  guardian  of  youth,  the  great  bar- 
rier that  fecurcs  them  from  fin  and  wick- 
ednefs :  and  if  that  be  early  taken  away,  a 
flood  of  vice  will  break  in  upon  tfiem  like 
a  torrent,  and  overwhelm  the  whole  man. 
Alas !  little  do  yc  confider  what  you  will 
have  to  anfwer  for  at  the  great  day  of  ac- 
count, who  in  return  to  all  the  care  and 
kihdnefs  of  a  good  mafter,  have  deiboyed, 
perhaps  his  only  child,  and  turned  the  in- 
nocence of  an  Angel  into  the  guilt  of  a 
Devil.     I  would  to  God,  that  in  order  to 
deter  fervants  from  this  abominable  praftice, 
there  were  laws  to  make  all  crimes  of  this 
kind  punifhable  by  the  moft  tormenting 
death  that  ever  was   invented:    and   yet, 
when  that  was  done,  it  would  make  but 
little  atonement  for  thofe  infinitely  greater 
torments  ,of  Hell,  to  which  thofe  wretches 
had  betrayed  fo  many  helplefs  and  innocent 
infants. 

The  fecond  inftance  I  fhall  mention  of 
die  infidelity  of  fervants  to  the  children  of 
their  matters,  and  too  often  to  themfelves, 
is  Flattery :  a  vice  which  is  founded  in  the 

worft 
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worft  corruption  of  a  wicked  heart,  and  is 
the  greateft  dcftroyer  of  every  virtue  in  the 
foul :  it  is  a  ranlc  manure  which  raifes  no- 
thing but  weeds  in  the  befl:  foils.  Nor  is 
this  all ;  for  as  it  raifcs  and  feeds  the  worft 
weeds,  it  kills  the  beft  plants,  and  fufferjai 
nothing  good  and  faiutary  to  live  near  it* 
A  flatterer  always  puts  me  in  mind  of  thoie 
iilthy  beafts  mentioned  by  many  naturalifts, 
whofc  way  of  deftroying  all  that  will  endure 
them,  is  by  licking  them  to  death- 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  the  feveral 
parts  of  the  fervant's  duty :  and  the  fum  of 
all  that  God  requires  of  him,  is  this :  Firft, 
That  he  be  obedient  to  all  his  mafter's  juft 
commands ;  that  is,  fuch  as  are  not  contrary 
to  the  laws  of  God,  or  the  laws  of  the  land  z 
but  he  is  not  to  obey  him  in  any  thing  that 
is  evil :  therefore  he  is  not  to  fwear,  or  lye, 
or  defraud,  or  commit  any  fort  of  vice  or 
villainy,  in  obedience  to  his  mafter ;  becaufe 
God  has  forbidden  him  to  do  any  of  thcfe 
things :  and  he  is  to  obey  God  rather  than 
man. 

Secondly,  He  is  to  obey  his  mafter  with 

Fear.    And  this  w)U  nfiake  him  cautious  and 

obfervant ;  will  check  the  natural  pride  and 

4  perverfe* 
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perverfenefs  of  human  nature,  and  bring  him, 
by  degrees,  to  difcretion  and  prudence :  for 
all  wifdom,  and  all  virtue,  begins  and  is 
founded  in  fear. 

Thirdly,  He  is  to  obey  chearfully,  with 
good- will  doing  fervice:  and  therefore  he 
is  carefully  to  avoid  all  pride  and  infolence, 
all  fhort  and  fullen  anfwcrs.  Thefe  are  the 
faults  that  make  fervants  hateful,  and  render 
every  thing  they  do,  di&greeable,  and  expofe 
them  to  the  wrath  and  vengeance  of  their 
mailer :  whereas  modefty  and  chearfulnefs 
ttcommend  both  themfelves,  and  every  thing 
they  do :  and  place  all  their  ferviccs  in  the 
bcfl  light. 

Fourthly,  They  are  tb  fubmit  to  the  cor- 
uedtions  of  their  maflers,  whether  juft  or 
unjufl: :  and  not  only  to  fubmit  to  them,  but 
to  amend  by  them.  To  be  incorrigible  even 
ki  neglef):  (and  much  more  in  guilt),  is  a 
moft  fhameful  charader :  and  feldom  ends 
but  in  utter  ruin. 

Fifthly,  Servants  are  to  ufe  an  honeft  di- 
ligence in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty :  and 
this,  in  oppofition  to  idlenefs  and  eye-fer^ 
vice :  and  this  they  are  to  do,  firfl,  for  con- 
fcicncc-'fake  towards  their  mailers,  becaufe 

God 
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God  requires  it  of  them :  and,  fecondly,  for 
their  own  fakes,  becaufe  diligence  and  in- 
duftry  are  the  fure  means  to  health,  and  cre- 
dit, and  profperity  in  the  world. 

And,  in  the  laft  place,  fervants  are  to  be 

(true  and  juft  to  their  mafters,  and  faithful 
in  the  care  and  difcharge  of  all  trufts  com- 
mitted to  them  (efpecially  the  care  of  his 
children)  5  and  are  neither  to  injure  or  de- 
fraud them  themfelves,  nor  to  fuffer  others 
to  do  fo:  becaufe  all  the  injury  you  do 
your  mafter,  if  it  be  for  your  own  profit, 
is  theft :  and  the  worft  of  all  thefts,  becaufe 
I  it  is  attended  with  treachery,  and  breach  of 

truft:  and  if  it  be  without  profit  to  yourfelf; 
the  injury  to  your  mafter,  and  the  breach  of 
truft  in  you,  is  ftill  the  fame:  and  you  are  at 
the  fame  time  more  inexcufable,  becaufe 
you  commit  wickednefs  for  wickednefs 
fake. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  when  you  have 
difcharged  all  thefe  parts  of  your  duty,  the 
next  thing  incumbent  upon  you  as  good 
Chriftians,  is  to  be  content  with  that  low 
condition  of  life,  in  which  it  has  pleafed 
God  to  place  you:  and  you  will  be  content, 
if  you  confidcr,  that  Goo  governs  the  world: 

and 
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and  that  all  his*  appointments  are  the  ap- 
pointnients  of  the  Wifcft  and  the  Bcft  of  all 
beings.  And  therefore,  whatever  ftate  of 
life  he  affigns  us,  muft  be  the  very  beft  that 
could  be  ailigned  us.  Had  you  been  placed 
in  a  higher  flation,  how  can  you  tell  what 
pride  and  infolence,  what  vice  and  villainy 
you  had  been  expofed  to,  which  might  have 
ended  in  the  d^ftrudtion  both  of  your  body 
and  foul  ?  And  therefore^  inftead  of  repine- 
ing  at  your  condition,  you  are  to  blefs  God, 
who  hath  not  led  you  into  fo  great  tempta- 
tions as  wealth,  and  power,  and  grandeur 
are,  but  delivered  you  from  evil.  If  you 
fiiffcr  from  a  fevere  mafter,  confider,  that 
altho*  you  might  not  have  deferved  chaftife- 
ment  at  his  hand,  you  have  deferved  that, 
and  much  more,  at  the  hand  of  God  :  and 
what  is  it  to  you,  by  what  inftrument  it 
pleafes  God  to  execute  his  corredion  upon 
you  ?  And  this  you  know,  that  if,  when  ye 
do  ivell^  and  fuffer  for  ity  ye  take  it  pa^ 
ticntlyy  this  is  acceptable  with  God.  Con- 
fider moreover,  that  although  your  condition 
is  fubjedl  to  many  inconveniencies ;  yet,  in 
the  midft  of  thefe,  it  has  one  great  and  pe- 
culiar advantage :  and  that  is^  that  you  are 

freed 
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freed  by  it  from  fome^  if  not  all  the  great 
anxieties  of  life.  For  what  is  all  that,  for 
which  the  fbns  of  men  toil  and  difquiet 
themfelves  in  this  vale  of  mifery,  but  a  littk 
food  and  raiment,  and  a  convenient  ihelter 
from  the  weather  ?  and  two  of  thefe,  the 
very  worft  of  you,  have  ready  provided  to 
your  hands,  atyour  mafter*scxpence,  with*  * 
out  any  care  or  trouble  of  your  own :  and 
many  of  you  have  all  three.  But  what  above 
all  gives  the  great  and  diftinguifhing  advaa<« 
tage  to  your  condition,  is  this :  that  as  you 
have  lefs  to  be  anxious  for  in  this  world,  you 
have  lefs  to  be  anfwerable  for  in  the  next : 
to  you  lefs  is  given,  and  of  you  lefs  is  re- 
quired. What  are  all  the  power,  and  wealth, 
and  dominion  of  this  world,  but  fo  many 
great  ftewardfhips,  of  which  the  owners  muft 
give  a  fevere  account  to  their  great  Lord  and 
Mailer  at  the  Laft  day  ?  And  what  man  in 
his  fenfes  would  wifli  to  have  a  long  and 
heavy  account  upon  his  hands,  at  the  great 
day  of  judgment  ?  Do  but  imagine  a  mighty 
potentate,  fummoned  together  with  his 
meaneft  vaflal,  to  the  great  tribunal  of  G  o  d  ; 
and  the  queftion  fairly  put  to  him.  What 
hail  thgu  done  with  aU  that  wealthy  and  all 
.      .  that 
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that  power  I  committcsd  to  thy  charge? 
(rive  an  account  of  thy  fitwardjhip.  Alas  I 
where  is  that  mighty  man  upon  earthy  that 
could  give  clear  and  fatisfacftory  anfwers  to 
thefe  queftions  ?  Who  would  have  wealth, 
who  would  have  power,  who  would  have  a 
great  eftate,  who  would  have  an  empire,  upon 
thefe  terms  ?  Whereas,  when  the  poor  fer- 
vant  is  queftioned,  if  he  has  been  a  good 
man,  his  accounts  are  fhort,  and  his  anfwers 
are  eafy  ^  Lord,  I  have  ferved  Thee,  and  been 
faithful  to  my  Mafler ;  I  had  but  little,  and 
I  did  my  diligence  gladly,  to  give  of  that 
little.  And  the  Lord  fhall  anfwer.  Well 
done^  thou  good  and  faithful  fervant :  thou 
baji  been  faithful  in  a  few  things ;  /  will 
make  thee  ruler  over  many  things :  enter  thou 
into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord. 

To  which  blefled  fentence,  God  of  his 
infinite  mercy  grant  we  may  all  be  hap- 
pily intitled,  through  the  merits  and 
mediation  of  J esu^  Christ.    Amen. 
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And  ycy  mafterSy  do  the  fame  things 
unto  them  J  forbearing  threatening: 
knowing  that  your  Majier  alfo  is  in 
Heaven  y  neither  is  there  refpeEl  of 
perfons  with  Him. 

TH  E  Apoftle  having,  in  the  foregoing 
verfes,  dircdled  the  duty  of  Servants, 
and  urged  them  to  a  confcientious  diichargp 
of  it,  from  a  fenfc  of  duty  tov^rards  God, 
and  the  rewards  that  would  await  their  iide-» 
lity  from  his  hand;  proceeds^  in  this  verfe,  to 
injoin  the  Mafters  to  do  the  fame  by  theiQ. 
Now,  by  doing  the  fame,  is  not  meant  doing 
the  very  fame  things,  but  doing  the  fame 
reciprocal  duties :  that  is,  as  fervants  are  to  be 
faithful  and  juft  to  their  maflers,  and  to  per- 
form all  parts  of  their  duty  towards  them, 
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from  a  regard  to  confcience,  and  the  rewards 
of  a  future  ftate,  fo  likewife  are  matters  to 
do  the  fame  unto  them :  that  is,  to  perform 
all  the  parts  of  their  duty  towards  their  fer- 
vants,  from  the  fame  motives  and  principles. 
Forbearing  threatening-,  or,  rather,  as  the  ori- 
ginal word  iignifies,  remitting  their  threats ; 
that  is,  not  always  executing  the  harfh  de- 
clarations they  have  made,  or  refolutions 
they  have  taken  up,  againft  them ;  but  re- 
fraining and  receding  from  the  fevere  fen- 
tences  they  have  denounced  in  their  wrath ; 
remembering,  that  they  alfo  have  a  Majler  in 
Heaven^  whofe  will  they  alfo  violate,  and, 
whofe  commands  they  difobey:  and  yet, 
ftiould  he  execute  his  juft  vengeance  upon 
their  tranfgreffions,  Jhould  he  be  extreme  to 
mark  what  is  done  amifs,  who  might  abide 
it? 

From  the  words  thusexplained,the  bufinefs 
of  thisdifcourfe  Ihall  be,  to  lay  down  the  duty 
of  matters  to  their  fervants  in  all  its  parts:  and 
this  I  fliall  endeavour  to  do  in  the  explanation 
and  proof  of  the  following  propofitions : 

Firtt,  Matters  are  to  do  Juftice  to  their 
Servants. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly,  They  are  to  correfl:  them  in 
their  faults* 

Thirdly,  They  are  to  fet  them  good  ex- 
ample* 

Fourthly,  They  are  to  allow  them  means 
of  inflxudion  in  their  duty  towards 
God,  and  leifure  to  perform  their  duty. 

And,  laftly.  They  are  to  encourage  theia^ 
in  wellnloing. 

Firft,  I  fay,  mailers  are  to  do  juftice  to 
their  fervants :  and  this  juflice  confifts  in  two 
points:  firft.  In  not  exacting  immoderate 
and  unreafonable  labour  at  their  hands :  and> 
fecondly,  In  an  honeft  payment  of  their 
wages. 

Firft,  You  are  to  require  no  more  than  a& 
equal  and  moderate  portion  of  labour  from 
your  fervants :  unlike  thofe  cruel  E^ptian 
tafk-mafters,  who,  as  the  text  exprelTes  i^ 
made  the  children  of  Ifrael  to  ferve  with 
rigour^  and  made  their  lives  Utter  with  hard 
bondage :  and,  at  laft,  proceeded  to  that  ex- 
tremity of  cruelty  againft  them,  that  they 
exacted  the  fame  hard  meafure  of  work  from 
them,  without  allowing  them  the  materials 
peceffary  to  the  performance  of  it.  Te  Jhall 
no  more  give  the  people  ftra'W  to  make  brick  : 
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Jet  them  go  and  gather  Jlraw  for  tbemfelves ; 
and  the  tale  of  the  bricks  which  they  did 
make  heretofore ^  you  Jhall  lay  upon  themi 
you  Jhall  not  diminijh  ought  thereof  \  for  they 

be  idle. For  they  be  idle ;  the  common  cry 

of  all  cruel  and  unmerciful  mafters^  at  the 
fame  time  that  their  poor  vaffals  are  labour- 
ing out  their  lives  in  their  drudgery.  A 
righteous  man  (faith  Solomon)  regardeth  the 
life  of  his  beaji ;  but  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
wicked  are  cruel.  A  man  that  hath  any  de- 
gree of  goodnefs  or  humanity,  hath  com- 
paflion  for  the  beafts  that  perifh  j  and,  altho* 
they  were  made  for  his  ufe,  cannot  bear  to 
fee  them  labour  out  their  lives  in  pain  and 
mifery :  much  lefs  can  he  bear  to  behold 
his  own  fellow-creatures,  who  were  made 
in  the  image  of  God,  and  are,  by  nature 
his  own  equals ;  much  lefs  can  he  behold 
them,  panting  and  toiling  to  death  in  his  own 
fervice ;  ,much  lefs  can  he  haften  their  death, 
and  make  their  lives  bitter  with  hard  bond^ 
age.  This  is  the  conduft  of  the  righteous; 
but  the  tender  mercies  of  the  wicked  an 
cruel.  And,  indeed,  there  cannot  poflibly 
be  a  furer  indication  of  abandoned  cor- 
ruptiQHj  of  a  difpQiitioQ  depraved  to  the 

lafl 
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laft  degree,  than  an  hardened  cruelty  to  thoie 
that  are  under  our  power !  for  he  that  has 
put  oflF  mercy,  the  nobleft,  the  lovelieft 
,  likenefs  of  Almighty  God  here  below,  mull:, 
of  neceffity,  put  off  all  virtue,  and  all  good- 
nefs,  along  with  it.  But,  let  fuch  wretched 
creatures  remember,  that  there  is  a  God> 
who  heareth  the  voice  of  the  poor^  and  the 
oppreffedj  when  tbey  cry  unto  him^  as  he  did 
the  diftrefled  Ifraelites^  when  they  groaned 
beneath  their  bondage :  there  is  a  God  that 
will  vifit  their  cruelty,  as  he  did  the  cruelty 
of  thofe  mercilefs  tafk-mafters,  with  fignal 
judgments,  and  fevere  vengeance. 

I  know  it  is  a  received  opinion,  among, 
many  ignorant  creatures,  who  are  doomed 
to  flavery,  that  they  are  never  to  ceafe  from  , 
their  toil,  in  the  prefcnce  of  their  mafters. 
This  my  own  experience  has  led  me  to  ob- 
ferve :  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  duty  of  all 
mafters,  in  that  cafe,  to  let  them  know,  that 
they  do  not  expedt  inceiTant  labour  from 
them:  forafmuch  as  no  conftitutlon  can 
bear  it :  and  if,  at  any  time,  the  neceffity 
of  their  affairs  requires  uncommon  labour 
and  application  at  the  hands  of  their  fervants, 
it  is  their  duty  to  devife,  to  contrive^  all  pof- 
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fible  relief  and  refre(hment  for  them  under 
it,  as  well  as  to  allow  them  double  relaxation 
after  it.  God  knows,  a  (late  of  fervitude 
IS  a  ftate  wretched  enough,  in  its  beft  cir-  • 
cumftances:  and,  therefore,  a  good  man 
fhould  endeavour  to  lighten  the  burden,  and, 
inftead  of  adding  to  the  calamities  of  life, 
fliould  make  it  his  ftudy,  by  all  poffible  me- 
thods, to  eafe  and  relieve  them,  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  his  power. 

The  next  point  of  juftice  that  we  owe  to 
fervants,is,to  pay  them  their  wages  honeftly. 

And,  if  juftice  be  rightly  defined,  a  vir^ 
fue  that  gives  every  one  what  of  right  be^ 
longs  to  bintj  the  virtue  is  never  more  itfelf, 
is  never  praftifed  in  greater  perfedlion,  than 
when  it  is  employed  in  payments  of  this 
kind :  for,  if  the  price  of  fervitude  be  not 
a  right,  what  is  ?  If  a  man  hath  not  a  juft 
claim  to  what  he  has  earned  by  the  fweat  of 
his  brow,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  juft 
claim  in  the  world.  And  yet  it  is  but  too 
notorious,  that  many  men  are  fo  regardlefs 
f)f  juftice,  as  well  as  humanity,  in  this  point, 
that  they  do  not  fcruple,  firft,  to  fcrew  down 
their  fervants  wages  to  a  poor  pittance,  and 
then  defraud  them  of  that  pittance.    Little 
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regarding  the  folemn  commands  of  God  to 
the  contrary,  and  the  juft  judgments  he  has 
denounced  againft  this  cruel  injuftice.  7%^ 
wages  of  him  that  is  hiredy  faith  Mofes 
(Levit.  xix.  1 3  .^,  Jhall  not  abide  with  thee 
all  night  until  the  morning.  And  again,  in  the 
xxivth  ch.  of  jD^«/.  ver.  14,  15.  7hou  Jhalt 
not  opprefs  an  hired  fervanty  that  is  poor  and 
needy ;  at  bis  day  thou  Jhalt  give  him  his 
hire ;  neither  Jhall  the  fun  go  down  upon  ify 
left  he  cry  againji  thee  unto  the  Lordy  and 
it  be  a  Jin  unto  thee.  Here  we  fee,  that  wc 
fliould  be  fo  far  from  defrauding  our  fervants 
of  their  hire,  that  we  are  not  to  with-hold 
the  payment  of  it,  even  for  one  day :  for,  a$ 
the  text  faith,  he  is  poor^  and  fetteth  his 
heart  upon  it.  We  cannot  tell  how  ftrongly 
his  neceflities  may  call  for  it  that  moment : 
nor  can  we  tell,  how  much  he  may  fufFer  for 
want  of  it :  it  is  a  trifle  to  us  3  but  it  is  his 
all.  It  is  the  price  of  many  long  and  anxious 
hours:  and,  therefore,  he  fetteth  his  heart 
upon  it.  It  is  like  Jacob's  purchafe  of  i?J- 
chely  dearly  earned,  and  dearly  loved :  it  is 
a  happinefs  that  cometh  but  feldom,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  inhuman  to  delay  it :  and 
much  more  to  rob  and  defraud  him  intirely 
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of  it.  A  mafter^that  had  any humanitY,would 
take  delight  to  make  his  poor  fervant  happy, 
as  foon,  and  as  often,  as  he  could :  and  would 
regard  the  robbing  the  labourer  of  his  hire, 
as  the  cruelleft  and  moft  monftrous  robbery 
in  the  world.  But  this  is  not  all  j  for  op- 
prcfling  the  labourer  in  his  hire,  however 
this  be  done,  whether  by  defrauding  him,  or 
delaying  payment,  or  fcrewing  him  down 
to  fuch  a  miferable  price  as  will  not  afford 
hinxthe  common  conaforts  of  life,  or  paying 
him  in  goods,  which  he  muft  fell  at  half- 
value  5  all  thefe,  the  lafl  of  thefe  efpecially, 
is  a  crying  fin>  and  one  of  the  cruellefl  op- 
preflSons  that  ever  was  heard  of:  and,  there- 
fore, it  is  no  wonder,  if  God,  by  the  mouth 
of  his  prophet  Malachiy  denounces  a  fpeedy 
vengeance  againfl  fq  much  cruelty  :  And  I 
nnjill  come  near  t9  ym  t$  judgment ^  faith  the 
J/>rd  (Mai.  iii^  5.)  j  and  I  will  be  a  fwiji 
i^itnefi  again/i  the  forcerers^  and  againji 
the  adulterers^  and  againji  falje  {wearers^ 
and  againft  tbofe  that  opprefs  the  hireling  in 
bis  'Usages.  And,  certainly,  if  we  had  but 
a  moderate  degree  of  good-nature,  joined 
to  common  honefly,  we  fhould  be  fo  far 
fvora  opprefTing  the  hireling,  by  diminifh- 
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ing  his  juft  demands,  that  we  fhould  ra« 
ther  add  to  them :  we  fhould  take  delight  to 
fee  our  poor  dependents  thrive  and  profper, 
and  become  happy  under  us.  For,  furely,  the 
moft  glorious  power  and  ufe  of  wealth  is,  to 
diffiife  joy,  and  health,  and  happinefs,  wherc- 
ever  we  come.  That  noble  emblem  of  Ne^ 
buchadnezzar  (Dan.  iv,)  fhould,  in  fbmc 
meafure,  be  that  of  every  man  of  povircr 
and  wealth  in  the  world.  A  flourifhing  for- 
tune fhould,  in  this  refpe£t,  refemble  a  flou- 
rifhing well-grown  tree ;  as  it  grows  great 
and  firongy  as  the  leases  thereof  are  fair^ 
fo  fhould  the  fruit  thereof  he  much ;  and  k 
fhould  be  meat  for  many :  thefe  are  its  nobleil 
ufes :  to  relieve  and  to  refrefh,  to  protedt  from 
florm  and  tempefl,  and  projed:  a  falutary 
fhade  and  fhelter  all  around  it.  And  yet  fbmc 
of  the  great  trees  of  our  earth  are,  in  the 
very  reverfe  of  this  charadler :  of  fo  malig- 
nant an  influence,  that  they  keep  down  and 
kill  all  that  come  under  them :  and,  for  that 
reafon,  fhould,  like  the  fruitlefs  tree  in  the 
Gofpel,  be  cut  Jown^  Why  cumbereth  it  the 
ground?  And,  indeed,  it  may  but  too  truly 
be  faid  of  them,  not  only.  Why  cumbereth, 
but  alfo^  Why  curfeth  it  the  ground  ?  And, 

no 
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no  doubt,  in  the  juft  judgments  of  Almighty 
QoD,  they  are  oftentimes  not  only  cut  down 
for  that  reafori,  6ut  alfo  cq/l  into  the  fire. 

■ 

The  fecond  duty  mafters  owe  their  fer- 
vantsis,  to  corred  them  in  their  faults :  and 
this  they  are  to  do,  not  in  fuch  violence,  and 
heat  of  paflion,  as  may  ovcrfet  their  reafon, 
and  carry  their  corredlion  to  cxcefs ;  nor  yet 
with  fuch  a  Stoic  calnmefs,  as  might  make  it 
he  miftaken  for  deliberkte  cruelty ;  but  with 
a  temperate  degree  of  juft  attdtieafonable  re- 
fentment,  and  fuch  as  may  convince  their 
fervants  of  the  evil  and  error  of  their  con- 
dud):.  For  fervants  are  at  all  times  apt  enough 
to  imagine,  their  mafters  only  corredt  them 
to  gratify  their  own  ill-nature, or  ilUhumour, 
without  any  regard  to  their  amendment: 
and,  therefore,  fome  pains  fhould  be  taken 
to  remove  this  prejudice,  and  to  fatisfy  our 
fervants,  that  our  reproofs  arc  meant  for  their 
good:  and  that  we  take  much  more  pleafurc 
in  feeing  them  do  their  duty  as  they  ought, 
than  in  punifhing  them  for  die  negledt  of  it. 
And  this  will  make  the  duty  of  fervants  to 
their  mafters,  like  the  duty  of  mankind  to 
Almighty  God,  at  once  an  happy,  and  a  rea- 
fonable  fervice.  But,  if  this  wrSi  not  do,  as, 
4  God 
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God  knows,  many  of  them  are  infenfiUc 
to  all  rational  methods  of  convidion, 
then  (harper  and  feverer  methods  are  to  be 
made  ufe  of:  and,  indeed,  fome  fervanti 
are  of  fuch  rough  and  intradable  difpofitionSy 
fo  haughty,  and  fo  hardened,  that  they  are 
not  to  be  fubdued  otherwife  than  as  we  are 
told  a  great  captain  fubdued  rocks,  by  fire 
and  vinegar.  But,  although  feverity  be  ne-* 
ceilary  fometimes,  care  jfhould  be  taken  never 
to  ufe  it,  but  when  it  is  neceiTary:  and, 
therefore,  that  teizing  vexatious  humour  of 
fome  mailers  is  carefully  to  be  avoided,  that 
dwells  eternally  upon  a  fault,  and  delights 
in  perpetual  taunts  and  infults,  upon  the 
condudt  and  charader  of  fuch  as  are  in  fub^ 
jedtion  to  them.  This,  as  it  is  hateful  and 
inhuman,  (b  likewife  it  is  a  fervile  difpo* 
iition :  and  is  a  fure  argument  of  an  al^d: 
mean  mind. 

But  to  proceed. 

The  point  where  fervants  have  mofl:  need 
of  correftion  and  admonition,  and  yet  meet 
with  lead  of  it,  is,  in  relation  to  their  duty 
to  God.  Men  are  apt  enough  to  chafliie 
negleft  and  error  in  the  condudl  of  their 
feryantSj  as  far  as  it  regards  their  own  con^ 

ccrns  J 


220  Tie  7)uty  of  Masteks  Ser.  ii, 

'  cems  5  but  the  concerns  of  Almighty  God, 
the  intereft  of  religion  and  virtue,  are  of  lefs 
moment  with  them.  And  yet,  in  reality,  the 
difhonour  done  to  Almighty  God,  and  the 
eternal  ruin  of  the  meaneft  mortal,  ponfe- 
quent  to  that  difhonour,  are,  in  themfelves, 
of  infinitely  more  importance,  than  all  the 
concerns  of  this  world  put  together.     Will 
any  lofs  of  this  world  bear  any  comparifon 
with  the  lofs  of  an  inmiortal  foul !  or  any 
mortal  gain  weigh  againft  that  of  faving  a 
foul  alive !  And,  therefore,  when  mafters  are 
immediately  on  fire  for  every  tranfgreffion 
and  negleft  of  their  own  will  and  pleafurc, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  cold  and  unmoved  at 
the  greatefl;  enormities  againft  the  righteous 
and  unerring  Will  of  God ;  it  is  a  fure  fign, 
that  they  have  great  regard  to  their  own  in- 
tereft, and  very  little  for  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  falvation  of  fouls.     And,  indeed, 
this  is  the  great  and  crying  complaint  in  the 
conduct  of  mafters !  their  utter  difregard  of 
the  religion  and  virtue  of  their  fervants! 
And,  to  this  lamentable  negle£t,  fo  extenfive 
and  univerfal,  is  owing  the  prefent  general 
corruption  among  the  lower  part  of  man- 
kind.   It  is  notorious,  that  fervants  are,  at 
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this  day,  the  moft  abandoned  and  profligate 
part  of  the  creation !  and,  when  thefe  marfy^ 
or,  which  is  much  more  frequent,  become 
parents  by  their  crimes,  their  wretched  iflue 
are  brought  up  without  any  fenfe  of  con* 
fcience,  or  fear  of  God!  for  how  jfhould 
they  infpire  any  fenfe  of  religion  into  their 
children,  who  are  utterly  void  of  it  them- 
felves  ?  And  thus  the  lower  part  of  mankind 
go  on  from  ignorance  to  iniquity,  and  arey 
at  this  moment,  arrived  to  fuch  an  unipeak- 
able  degree  of  corruption^  as  is  amazing  to 
behold,  and  dreadful  to  think  of!  fuch  as 
were  fufficient  to  draw  down  God's  heavieil 
judgments  upon  the  land :  fo  that  we  may 
cry  out  againfl  this  nation,  as  I/aiab  does 
againft  the  yews^  in  the  L  ch.  of  his  pro* 
phecy,  Ab  Jinful  nation^  a  people  laden  with 
iniquity y  a  feed  of  evil-doers ^  children  that 
are  corrupters!  I'hey  have  provoked  the  Hofy 
One  of  Ifrael  unto  anger  j  they  are  gone  away 
backward.    And  to  what  is  all  this  abomi^ 
nation,  all  thisdreadfulmafs  of  iniquity,  fo 
juftly  to  be  afcribed,  as  to  the  neglect  of 
hiafters?  Their  conniving  at  the  profaneneis 
and  irreligion  of  their  fervants,  and  intirely 
neglediDg>  tidia:  to  exhort  them  to  virtue 

and 
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wid  goodnefs ;  or  to  oblige  them  to  a  con- 
ftant  attendance  upon  the  fervice  of  God. 
And,  furely,  mafters  of  familtes  would  never 
be  fo  carelefs  in  an  affair  of  this  confequence, 
did  they  confider  what  a  fevere  account  they 
fhall  give  of  this  condud:  at  the  laft.     All 
mafters  of  families  are  governors  and  nilers 
in  their  own  houfes ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
•rulers  to  watch  over  the  conduct  of  all  per- 
fons  under  their  care : .  efpecially  thofe  parts 
of  it  that  are  of  the  laft  confequence  to 
Aem :  and,  therefore,  as  all  rulers  fliould 
be  the  rrtinijiers  of  God  for  good^  fo  fhould 
ihey  likewife  be  a  terror  to  evil  works.  That 
this  was  David's  fenfe  of  the  matter,  appears 
from  the  ci.  Pfal.  where  he  folemnly  pro- 
feiJes,  that  he   will  employ  none  but  the 
righteous  in  his  fervice,  and  will  not  allow 
any  wicked  perfons  to  be  parts  of  his  family. 
He  that  walketb  in  a  perJeSi  way^  be  Jhall 
ferve  me.     He  that  wprketb  deceit^  Jhall  not 
dwell  within  my  houfe.     He  that  telletb  lyes^ 
Jhall  not  tarry  in  my  Jight.     And,  as  this  is 
the  duty  of  all  mafters,  as  much  as  it  was 
David's^  fo  likewife  is  it  no  lels  their  in- 
terefti  and  this  uppa  |;wq  accounts :  firft, 
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With  regard  to  their  children ;  and,  fecondly. 
With  regard  to  their  fortune. 

Firft,  With  regard  to  their  children :  for, 
as  few  parents  have  leifure,  or  are  able 
wholly  to  take  care  of  their  children  them- 
felves,  there  is  often  a  neceffity  of  commit-i. 
tmg  them  tx)  the  care  of  fervants :  and  it  is 
certain,  that,  according  as  thofe  fervants  arc; 
either  wicked,  or  well-inclined,  the  child  is 
early  initiated,  either,  in  the  ways  of  virtue, 
or  in  the  ways  of  vice :  and,  as  earlier  habits 
laft  longer,  and  are  harder  to  be  defaced,  if 
parents  have  any  regard,  either  to  the  hap* 
pinefs  of  their  children  in  this  world,  or 
their  falvation  in  the  next,  nothing  ought  to 
be  of  nearer  concern  to  them,  than  to  com* 
mit  them  to  the  care  of  virtuous  and  reli- 
gious fervants  in  their  tender  years. 

As  to  the  other  point,  furely  nothing  can 
be  more  the  intereft  of  all  maftera  of  families; 
than  that  all  their  fervants  fhould  make  aeon* 
fcience  of  their  bufinefs,  and  fhould  perform 
all  parts  of  their  duty  to  them  in  fnglenefi 
of  hearty  as  unto  Cbrifi.  And,  therefore, 
die  fure  way  to  make  them  good  fervants, 
is  to  make  them  good  men,  and  good  Qiri* 
ilians:  and  the  furo^wayto  make  them  good 
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Chriftians  is,  befides  what  hath  been  already 
urged,  to  fliew  them  good  example,  which 
was  the  third  thing  I  propofed  to  fpeak  to. 

Mailers  fhould  fbl  their  fervants  a  good 
example.  Example  fways  the  whole  world, 
and  either  ruins  or  reforms  it,  as  it  is  good 
or  evil !  as  kingdoms  are  influenced  by  the 
example  of  the  prince,  and  armies  by  the 
example  of  their  captains,  and  all  focieties 
of  men  by  fuch  as.have  authori^  over  them ; 
families  naturally  fall  into  the  imitation  of 
their  fathers ;  and  fervants  are  led  infenfibly 
into  the  manners  of  their  matters.  A  good 
example  is  like  a  light  iet  up  on  high,  to 
guide  mankind  in  the  ways  of  falvation  and 
truth :  and,  therefore,  our  bleflfed  Saviour 
commands  his  difciples,  and  in  them  all 
Chriftians,  Let  your  light  fo  /hine  before  men^ 
that  they  may  fee  your  good  works ^  and  glo- 
rify your  Father  which  is  in  Heaven.  The 
light  of  a  good  life  is,  indeed,  a  filcnt,  but 
\t  is,  at  the  fame  time,  a  ftrong,  a  living, 
and  almoft  an  irrefiftible  exhortation  to  good- 
nefs :  its  native  beauty  attra<5ts  the  love  and 
admiration  of  all  that  behold  it ;  and  what 
men  admire,  they  imitate.  And  if  good  ex* 
aoiple  hath  force  enough  to  draw  men  to 
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the  imitation  of  it,  alas  !  ill  example  hath 
yet  a   ftronger  and  mightier  influence:  it 
prevails  even  againft  exhortation  and  in- 
ilrudtion :  and  it  is  vain  for  an  ill  man  to 
exhort  to  virtue  and  goodnefs,  as  long  as  his 
practice  contradidts  his  precepts :  for  it  is 
much  eafier  to  ruin  by  example,  than  to  re* 
form  by  precept :  as  it  is  far  eaiier  to  pull 
down,  than  to  build  up.    And,  therefore,  it 
is  vain  for  a  leud,  a  profane,  an  idle,  and 
drunken  mailer,  to  exped:  a  modefl,  a  fober^ 
an  induflrious,  and  a  pious  family.     Ahd» 
indeed,  how  can  a  wicked  mafler  fo  much 
as  expedl,  that  a  fervant  (hould  be  faithful  to 
him,  for  the  little  pittance  he  receives  from 
him,  when  he  hiniclf  is  fo  notorioufly  un- 
grateful and  unfaithful  to  God,  in  return  for 
all  the  bleflings  of  life  ?  If  you  expedl  your 
fervants  (hould  be  honeft  and  good  men,  let 
them  fee  you  go  to  church  confltantly,  and 
behave  yourfelves  with  becoming  humility 
^nd  devotion  when  you  are  there :  let  them 
fee  you  adt  honeftly  and  confcientioufly  in  all 
your  dealings :  let  them  not  obferve  you  ha- 
bitually carelefs  to  retire  into  your  clofet  to 
your  morning  and  evening  devotions:  or 
rather  (nQt  merely  to  iniiA  upon  negative 
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goodnefs,  or  ceafing  to  do  evil)  let  them 
obferve  you  religioufly  careful  to  call  your 
whole  family  together,  to  join  with  you  in 
the  worfhip  of  God j  let  them  never  hear  a 
loofe  expreflion,  a  rafh  oath,  or  a  profane 
jeft,  out  of  your  mouths ;  Let  your  light  fo 
jhine  before  tbem^  that  they  may  fee  your 
good  works^  and  then  will  they  be  naturally 
led  to  glorify  your  Father  which  is  in  Hea- 
wn.  And,  furely,  there  cannot  be  a  more 
lovely,  there  cannot  be  fo  lovely,  fo  glorious 
an  employment  in  life,  as  that  of  leading  in 
the  ways  of  falvation  and  truth,  and  con- 
ducing to  eternal  happinefs.  Captain  of 
our  falvation^  is  the  mpft  glorious  title  that 
ever  was  conferred  even  upon  the  Son  of 
God  !  and,  if  fo,  certainly  the  contrary  to 
all  this,  the  condufter  to  vice  and  villainy, 
the  leader  to  death  and  deftruftion,  is  the 
dreadfuUeft  employment,  as  well  as  the  moft 
hateful  charaiSter,  in  life. 

But,  fourthly.  As  mafters  are  to  admonifli 
fervants  in  the  ways  of  their  duty,  and  to  fet 
them  good  example,  fo  likewife  are  they  to 
allow  them  means  of  inftrudlion,  and  leifure 
to  perform  their  duty  towards  God.  And 
diis  may  be  done  at  fmall  expence^  both  of 
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time  and  money,  by  allowing  every  member 
of  your  family  a  Bible,  and  Prayer-book,  to- 
gether with  the  Whole  Duty  of  Man :  and,  if 
that  be  too  great  an  expence,  allowing  one 
of  each  to  the  family  in  common.    And,  ad 
the  rates  of  thefe  excellent  books  are,  by 
the  pious  charity  of  fome  good  men,  reduced 
very  low,  this  is  an  expence  that  mofl  fami«- 
lic8  can  well  bear:  or,  if  any  are  yet  fo  poor, 
as  not  to  be  able  to  go  to  this  fmall  expence^ 
I  am  ^tisfied,  that,  by  a  modeil  application 
to  their  pariih  minifler,  fuch  an  invaluabler 
treafure    might    be  eafil^  obtained:    and^ 
when  it  is  obtained,  a  very  fmall  portion  of 
leifure,  allowed  to  the  fervants,  for  reading 
and  contemplation,  at  proper  feafons,  will 
be  fufHcient  for  their  infbrudtion  in  that  which 
fhould  be  the  great  bufinefs  of  life,  their du^* 
both  to  God  and  man:  and  this  may  be 
done  on  holidays,  and  other  feafons  of  lei^ 
fure :  or,  if  an  hour  or  two  were  now-and- 
then  allowed  to  fervants  for  this  very  purpofc, 
as  an  extraordmary  reward  of  diligence,  pof- 
fibly  it  might  turn  to  very  good  account. 
And,  be  aiTured,  <^tie  hour,  thus  employed, 
vrill  bring  a  bleffing  upon  all  the  refl.   Or,  if 
this  be  more  than  the  necei&ry  bufinefs  of 
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your  calling  will  allow  (as  I  am  fatisfied  it 
is  not),  the  Sabbath  is  the  Jjoris :  let  that, 
at  leaft,  be  allowed  your  fervants,  for  their 
inflxudion  in  the  ways  of  falvation  and  life : 
and  let  it  not  only  be  allowed,  but  fee  that 
it  alfo  be  employed  in  hearing  of  fermons, 
and  attending  upon  the  public  worfhip  of 
God:  and,  above  all,  take  care  they  are 
not  with-held  from  the  fervice  of  God,  by 
being  employed  in  the  fervice  of  your  luxury, 
vices,  and  vanities,  as  is  too  often  the  cafe 
of  cooks  and  coachmen !  and,  if  they  are 
fometimes  with-held  by  the  neceiTary  duties 
of  their  place,  be  it  your  care  to  fee  thofa 
omiflions  made  up  by  a  diligent  attendance 
at  other  feafons. 

The  lafl  duty  of  maflers  is,  to  encourag« 
their  fervants  in  well-doing. 

Rewards  and  punifhments  are  the  great 
fprings  and  wheels  that  fet  the  whole  world 
in  motion :  there  is  hardly  any  thing  to  be 
done  in  life,  without  the  aid  of  one  or  both 
pf  thefe.  And,  forafmuch  as  there  is  a  pride 
in  human  nature,  that  often  fets  itfelf  againit 
gorreftion,  and  is  reflive  to  reproofs,  but 
pliant  and  yielding  to  the  leafl  exprefiions  of 
J^jindnefs,  it  is  frequently  found,  that  applaufe 
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and    encouragement  have  more  influence 
upon  us,  than  ccMTe<5tion  and  punifliment. 
Pride  is  like  the  ruft  that  feizes  and  ftifFens 
the  ipring  of  an  engine,  and  checks  its  mo- 
tion, fo  that  no  force  can  fet  it  to  work ; 
but  kindnefs  is  like  oil,  which  fmooths  and 
fupples  the  machine,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  parts  move  of  themfelves.     And  thit 
gende  method  of  dealing  with  our  fellow- 
creatures  is  God's  own  method  of  dealing 
with  mankind ;  who,  we  are  aflured,  dotb 
not  affiiSl  willingly^  nor  grieve  the  children 
of  men ;  who  delight eth  not  in  the  death  of 
a  frmer^  hut  rather  that  he  flmdd  turn  from 
his  wickednefsy  and  live ;  and  chufes  rather 
to  lead  us  to  repentance  by  his  goodnefs, 
than  to  drive  us  to  it  by  his  wrath.     And, 
as  prudence  and  humanity  prompt  us  to  take 
this  method  of  exciting  our  fervants  to  duty^ 
lb  juftice  and  equity  require,  that  when  they 
have  excelled  in  it,  they  ftiould  be  rewarded 
and  encouraged  to  the  utmoft  of  our  power : 
for  the  fame  motives  that  excited  them  to 
excel,  are  the  beft  engagements  upon  them 
to  continue    in  well-doing.    And,   God 
knows,  when  a  fcrvant  is  truly  faithful  and 
diligent  in  the  difcharge  of  his  duty,  all  the 
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encouragement  in  our  power  is  juftly  due  to 
him.  And,  to  fpeak  reafonably  upon  this 
head,  when  a  man  lays  out  his  whole  time 
and  care  in  our  fervice,  and  makes  it  the 
ftudy  and  bufinefs  of  his  life  to  confult  our 
happinefs,  and  our  intereft,  how  can  fuch  a 
fcrvant  be  too  much  encouraged  ?  or,  rather, 
how  can  he  be  rewarded  enough  ? 

And  yet,  after  all,  I  am  fenfible,  there  is 
one  objedlion  to  tWs  doftrine,  which  I  don't 
well  know  how  to  get  over ;  and  that  is, 
that  the  greater  part  of  fervants  will  not  bear 
to  be  encouraged,  but  are  wont  to  grow  fo 
infolent,  as  foon  as  their  maftcrs  have  fhewn 
any  uncommon  regard  to  them,  that  they 
hnmediately  become  intolerable,  not  only 
to  their  fellow-fervants,  but  even  to  their 
maftcrs  themfelves.  For  it  is  the  nature  of 
fervile  fpirits,  to  be  either  low  and  creeping, 
to  a  faulty  or  imperious  and  proud,  beyond 
bearing  :  and,  in  truth,  I  am  at  a  lofs  what 
to  fay  upon  this  head,  or  what  method  of 
condudl  to  prefcribe  in  relation  to  fuch  difpo- 
fitions  as  thefe,  unlefs  we  imitate  the  conduft 
of  Almighty  God,  who  refijietb  the  proud^ 
hut  giveth  grace  to  the  lowly.  If  fervants 
rfways  found  that  they  conftxintly  rofe  in  their 
4  mafter's 
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mafter  s  fiivour  in  proportion  to  their  mo* 
defty  and  humility^  and,  on  the  other  hand» 
found,  that  every  degree  of  pride  threw  them 
into  as  great  a  degree  of  difgrace,  this,  joined 
to  proper  inftrudion  and  admonition,  would 
probably  have  happy  effects  upon  their  difpo«- 
iitions.  But,  in  truth,  the  great  evil,  which 
is  the  foundation  of  all  this  pride  and  per* 
verienefs,  is  the  want  of  a  right  fenfe  of 
religion  and  virtue.  If  they  once  knew, 
that  humility  would  make  them  amiable  in 
the  fight  of  G  o  D  and  man,  and  that  pride 
would  render  them  (letefiable  to  both,  they 
would  foon  ftudy  to  obtain  the  one,  and  to 
avoid  the  other ;  would  earneftly  feek  after 
the  ornament  of  a  meek  and  quiet  fpirif^ 
wbicby  in  the  fight  of  Gody  is  if  great 
price  I  and,  above  all,  they  would  remember 
thofe  two  fine  obfervations  of  Solomon^  one 
in  the  xxixth  ch.  of  his  Prov.  and  the  other 
m  the  xvith  ch.  ji  mans  pride  JImU  bring  bim 
iowy  but  honour  Jhall  uphold  the  bumble  in 
Jpirit.  Pride  goetb  before  defiruSHon^  and 
a  haughty  fpirit  before  a  fall.  And  thefc 
proverbs  I  would  recommend  to  all  fervants 
to  bear  about  them,  like  jewels  of  in- 
eftimable  value,  and  repeat  them  with  their 
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prayers,  as  the  fureft  charms,  not  only  to 
preferve  them  in  their  places,  but  likewife 
keep  them  in  favour  both  with  God  and 
man. 

But  there  are  two  inftances  of  encourage- 
ment, which  I  have  not  yet  mentioned ;  and 
thofe  arc,  the  regard  that  fhould  be  had  to 
the  merits  of  a  good  fervant  in  the  laft  wills 
of  the  mafters,  and  when  the  fervant  is  paft 
his  labour. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefc :  Forafmuch  as  the 
fmall  pittance  which  is  paid  to  fervants  under 
the  name  of  wages,  is,-  God  knows,  but  a 
poor  reward  for  fidelity  and  diligence ;  it  is 
the  duty  of  a  mafter  to  remember  a  good 
jervant  in  his  laft  will :  to  make  the  beft  pro* 
vifion  he  can  for  him>  againft  that  time  when 
it  will  be  no  longer  in  his  power,  either  to 
reward  his  fidelity,  or  relieve  his  wants :  and, 
therefore,  I  would  have  a  dutiful  and  con- 
fcientious  fervant  always  confidered  in  the 
next  degree  to  a  dutiful  child,  and  before  a 
child  that  was  undutiful ;  agreeably  to  the 
wife  man's  rule,  xvii.  Prov.  ao.  A  wife  fer^ 
vant  Jhall  bear  rule  over  a  fan  that  caufetb 
Jbame^  and  Jkall  have  fart  of  the  inbe^ 
ritance^ 

As 
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As  to  the  fecond  point;  to  wit,  the  regard 
due  to  a  fervant  when  he  is  paft  his  labour ; 
I  think  there  cannot  be  a  greater  inftance  of 
cruelty  and  inhumanity,  than  to  fufFer  an 
aged  fervant,  who  hath  fpent  the  vigour  rf 
his  youth  and  health  in  our  fervice,  to  be 
reduced  to  mifery  and  want,  when  his  in^ 
firmities  have  difabled  him  from  further  k- 
bour.  Humanity  would  prompt  us  to  take 
fome  care,  even  of  a  brute,  in  the  fame 
drcumflances;  for  a  brute,  that  had  laboured 
out  his  ibrength  in  our  fervice,  that  he  might 
not  want  pafhire  and  fhelto'  for  the  poor 
remains  of  his  life:  and,  furely,  much  more 
ihould  it  oblige  us  to  take  fome  care  of  our 
poor  fellow-creatures,  of  an  ^ed  and  a  faiths 
ful  fervant,  in  the  decline  of  life^  Methinks 
I  hear  the  old  fervant  crying  out  to  his  mafter 
in  this  condition,  as  David  doth  to  his  Gao^ 
in  the  badfl  PfaL  Caft  me  not  away  in  the 
time  of  age  j  forfake  me  not  when  myjirengtb 
failetb  me. 

The  cafes  of  ficknefs,  or  accidental  lofs  of 
limbs,  in  our  fervice,  which  difable  firom  la^ 
bour,  ^1  alfo  under  tUs  head;  and  are  rather 
more  calamitous  than  the  cafe  of  old  age: 
and,  confequently,  call  at  leafl  for  equal 
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companion  and  humanity  at  our  hands :  and, 
therefore^  the  cruelty  of  thofe  mafters  is 
never  to  be  forgiven,  who  jtnake  the  mifery 
and  misfortunes  of  their  fervant$,  reafons 
for  cafting  them  off.  With  what  face  canTuch 
creatures  cry  out  to  God  in  their  own  cala- 
Biity»  as  David  doth  in  his  diftrcfs,  7'urn 
tbee  unto  me,  and  iave  mercy  upon  mey  for 
I  am  defolate,  and  in  mifery  ?  O  go  not  far 
fiiom  me  \  for  trouble  is  b^d  at  handy  and 
there  is  none  to  help  me.  Hierefbre,  my  be- 
loved brethren,  be  ye  mercifiil^  as  your  Fa-- 
fber^  which  is  in  heaven,  is  mercifoly  and 
£ul  not  to  fhew  all  the  pity  and  compaiHon 
to  your  poor  fervants,  which  you  yourfelves 
Ippe  for,  and  will  have  ne^  of,  at  the 
hand  of  God,  your  great  Lord  and  Mafter* 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  the  feveral 
hranches  of  the  duty  of  mafters  to  their  fer- 
vants;  and  have  fhewed,  I  hope,  to  your 
iatisfadion,  Firft,  That  you  are  to  do  juftice 
to  them  in  paying  them  their  wages  punftu- 
ally  and  honeftly,  and  not  laying  more  la- 
bour upon  them  than  they  are  able  to  bear* 

Secondly,  That  you  are  to  corred  them 
in  their  faults ;  and  that  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  is  moft  likely  to  avail  for  their  amendment, 

efpecially 


Ser.  II.     to  their  Servants.         235 

efpeciallyfuch  faults  as  areconunitted  againft 
the  law  of  G0D5  fuch  as  lying^^^wcaring, 
profanenefs,  lewdnefs^  and  all  vices  and  iin«- 
pioralities  wfaatfoever :  and  this  you  muft 
do,  as  well  for  their  £dvation-fake»  as  alfo 
to  guard  your  chUdren  from  the  infoftion  of 
their  manners,  who,  if  yojir  i$»-vants  afip 
corrupt,  will  hardly  efcape  being  tainjted  by 
diem. 

Thirdly,  I  fhewed  you,  that  you  wicrt 
obliged  to  fet  your  iervants  good  examples^ 
by  honeily  and  confcience  in  all  your  deaU 
ings,  and  by  an^Kemplary  life  of  piet^  and 
virtue. 

Fourthly,  That  you  were  to  allow  them 
proper  means  of  inftru£tion  in  .their  duty  to 
God  and  man:  the  ufe  of  Bibles^  and  other 
books  of  devotion,  and  a  proper  portion  of 
time  to  perufe  them:  the  Sabbath,  efpcdaHy 
iet  apart  for  this  end,  is  not  only  freely  to 
be  allowed  them,  but  care  is  to  be  taken  that 
it  be  employed  by  them  in  hearing  fermonsi 
and  attendii^  upop  die  public  worfhip  oC 
God. 

And,  in  die  laft  place,  as  you  are  to  cor^ 
re£t  your  iervants  in  vice  and  error^  fo  arc 
you  to  encourage  them  in  well*doing ;  to 
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fupport  them  when  they  are  paft  their  la- 
bour ;  and  make  the  beft  proviiion  you  can 
for  them  at  your  death.  And  the  confe- 
quence  from  all  this  will  be,  that  your  lives 
•will  be  eafier,  and  your  bufinefs  be  infinitely 
better  done,  than  othcrwife  they  ever  would, 
Dr  ever  will  be. 

And  now,  my  brethren,  if  ye  know  all 
thefe  parts  of  your  duty,  bapfy  are  ye^  if 
ym  do  tbetn. 

And,  indeed,  you  ought  to  do  them  from 
the  fole  motive  mentioned  in  my  text,  know- 
ing, that  ye  alfo  have  a  Mafter  in  Heavetiy 
neither  is  there  refpeS  of  perfons  with  him. 
The  little  temporary  diftindlions  of  lord  and 
mafter  are  calculated  only  for  this  world  9 
for,  in  the  world  to  come,  all  titles  fhall 
/  vanifh,  and  all  diftindlions  ceafe,  and  man- 
kind fhall  be  reduced  to  their  original  equa- 
lity: high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  the 
mafter  and  the  fervant,  all  (hall  be  fum- 
moned  before  the  Great  Tribunal  of  Goo  ! 
all  fliall  appear  alike,  without  precedence, 
and  without  diftindlion,  other  than  what 
their  merit  (hall  give  them  in  the  fight  of 
God:  with  regard  to  every  thing  elfe,  equal, 
ts  in  the  grave  they  rofe  from. 

Good 
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Good  God!  how  ftrangely,  how  intirely, 
and  how  fadly^  will  the  ftate  of  things  here 
below  be  reverfed  and  changed  at  the  Great 
Day  of  account !  when  the  mighty  men  of 
the  earth  fhall  be  fbipt  of  all  their  oma<- 
ments  and  honours,  and  the  title  oi  good  and 
faithful  fervant^  fhall  be  Ae  highefl:  and 
nobleft  diflindtion  !  Then  fhall  the  fons  of 
vani^  fee  themfelves  reduced  to  a  level  with 
their  meaneft  flaves ;  and  not  only  fb,  but 
(hall  fee  fome  of  thofe  flaves  placed  high 
above  them.  How  will  their  proud  hearts 
be  mortified,  to  behold  thofe  poor  wretches, 
wretches  whom  they  would  now  fcarce 
vouchfafe  to  look  down  upon,  exalted  to 
high  degrees  of  honour  and  eminence,  and  ' 
themfelves  reduced  to  thp  lowefl  condition 
of  mifery  and  contempt !  fo  low,  that  thofe 
very  flaves  fhall  pity  them !  fo  low,  as,  per- 
haps, to  beg  a  fnudl  charity  from  the  meaneft 
of  their  creatures ;  as  the  rich  man  in  the 
Gofpel,  who  was  cloatbed  in  purple^  and 
fared  fumptuoufly  every  day^  was  reduced  to 
beg  relief  by  the  hand  of  that  wretched 
creature,  whofe  fores  the  dogs  licked  at  bis 
gate  I  to  beg,  that  Jbraham  would  fend 
l^zarus  to  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  in  cold 

water^ 
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water^  to  cool  bis  tongue.  How  many  haughty 
mafters  will  be  reduced  to  the  like  fad  eftate 
ait  the  Laft  Day  s  fuing  to  their  flaves,  and 
ihing,  as  he  did,  to  be  denied ;  and  receive- 
irig,  infiead  of  relief,  the  fwne  fevere  return, 
TboUy  in  tby  life-time^  receivedji  thy  good 
tInngSy  and  this,  thy  flave,  evil  things^  at 
thy  hands;  but  now  be  is  comforted^  and 
ihm  drt  tormented  ! 

Thefeforfc,  my  beloved  brethren,  let  your 
loins  be  girded  about,  and  your  lights  burn- 
ing, and  ye  yourfelves  like  unto  men,  that 
wait  for  their  lord.     Oh,  fet  not  your  hearts 
upon  the  little  temporary  diftindlions  of  lord 
and  matter,  but  remember  that  your  Majler 
is  atfo  in  Heaven ;  neither  is  there  refpeB  of 
perjbns    nvitb    him.     Remember,   that  the 
meaneft  flave  upon  earth  is  upon  the  fame 
foot  of  natural  equality,  and  of  equal  ac- 
ceptance, in  the  fight  of  God,  with  the 
mightieft   monarch    in    the    univerfe;  all 
equally  thefons  of  God,  and  heirs  of  ever- 
lafting  falvation.     What  are  all  the  wealth 
aiid  power  of  this  world,  upon  which  we  fo 
vainly  value  ourfelves  ?  What  are  they  but 
great  ftewardfhips,  of  which  the  ownei^  fhall 
give  a  fevere  account  at  the  Laft  Day  ?  What 

then 
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then  is  the  great  bufinefs  of  life,  but  to  pro- 
vide, that  we  may  behave  ourfelves  fo  in  this 
account,  that,  at  the  laft,  we  may  be  found 
in  the  character  qL  that  faithful  and  wife 
Jieward  in  the  Golpel,  whom  bis  lord  Jhall 
make  ruler  over  bis  boujholdy  to  give  tbem 
tbeir  portion  of  meat  in  due  feafon.    Blejfed 
is  that  fervant  whom  bis  lordy  wben  be  com^ 
etby  Jhall  find  Jo  doing.     But^  if  tbat  fer^ 
vant  Jhall  fay  in  bis  hearty  My  lord  delay etb 
his  comingy  and  Jhall  begin  to  beat  bis  fellow 
fervant Sy  and  to  eat  and  drinky  and  be  drunks 
eny  the  lord  of  tbat  fervant  Jhall  come  in  a 
day  wben  be  looketb  not  for  bim^  and  at  an 
hour  wben  be  is  not  aware  -,  and  Jhall  cut  him 
afundery  and  appoint  him  his  portion  with  the 
unbelievers. 

From  which  dreadful  and  intolerable 
doom,  God,  of  his  great  mercy,  deliver  all 
that  hear  me;  through  the  merits  and  medi- 
ation of  Jesus  Christ^  our  only  Saviour. 
Amen. 


SERMON 


SERMON    Xir. 

Rom.  xiii.  Part  of  ver.  S. 

Owe  no  man  any  things  but  to  Ivoe  one 

another. 


TH  £  Apoftle^  having  in  the  foregoing 
verfe  injoined  us  to  render  to  every 
one  their  dxuts-— Tribute  to  whom  tribute^ 
cujiom  to  whom  cuftom^  honour  to  whom 
honour ;  fubjoins  as  an  enforcement  of  the 
fame  precept  in  other  terms — Owe  no  man 
my  thing.  He  iirft  exprefleth  the  precept 
pofitlvely  i  Render  to  every  one  their  dues ; 
and  then,  to  enforce  it  yet  ftronger^  he  varies 
his  phrafe,  and  lays  down  the  fame  precept 

a  fecond  time,  in  negative  terms Owe  no 

man  any  thing^-^^Owe  no  man  any  things 
but  to  love  one  another ;  /.  e.  difcharge  every 
engagement,  every  obligation  you  are  under, 
to  every  man,  in  every  relation  of  life :  take 
care  you  owe  dp  man  any  thing  but  love 

R  and 
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and  good-will  j  for  that  is  a  debt,  which, 
though  you  always  pay,  yet  you  will  always 
owe ;.  that  is  an  obligation  that  never  ends 
but  with  your  life. 

The  precept  here  delivered  is  general,  and 
extends  to  every  inftance  of  focial  virtue : 
tut  the  bufinefe  of  this  difcourfe  fhall  be,  to 
apply  It  to  one  particular  duty,  which  is  as 
little  pradtifed,  and  perhaps  lefs  taught,  than 
any  other;  I  mean  the  duty  of  paying  debts  : 
ia  duty  of  as  gfeat  confequince  to  the  well- 
being  of  fociety,  as  any  other  whatfoever ; 
as  comprehendinjg  under  it  one  great  and 
important  branch  of  commutative  juftice ; 
and  yet  as  utterly  and  as  openly  difregarded, 
as' if  neither  the  laws  of  God,  nor  Man,  nor 
Nature,  exadted  it  of  us.  And  therefore,  to 
awaken  you  into  a  right  fenfe  of  this  duty, 
I  fhall  confider  the  evils  that  attend  the  ne- 
gledt  of  it,  both  as  they  regard^  the  Debtor, 
and  as  they  regard  the  Creditor. 

And,  firft,  with  regard  to  the  Debtor- 
Nothing  is  more  manifeft  than  that  carelefl^ 
nefs  in  contracting  debts,  and  negligence  in 
ciifcharging  them,  is  one  of  the  moft  un- 
happy charadters  in  life,  and  fuch  as  draws 
iftore  evils  after  it,  than  can  well  be  counted^ 
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or  conceived :  that  fpirit,  as  it  is  the  efFedt, 
fo  it  is  the  caufe  of  extravagance.  Money 
borrowed  isfo  much  clear  gains  to  a  thought- 
lefs  mortal,  that  has  nothing  but  the  grati- 
fication of  his  pleafures  at  heart ;  and  with 
how  much  more  eafe,  and  lefs  interruption, 
this  may  be  done,  the  better.  The  confc- 
quences  of  fuch  a  conduft,  are  refledtionfe 
which  can  only  proceed  from  that  wifdom 
which  they  openly  defpife,  or  are  utterly  in- 
capable of.  This,  of  neceffity,  gives  them 
up  a  prey  to  the  artifices  of  wily  villains, 
that  lie  in  wait  to  deceive :  for  there  are  thofe 
in  the  world  whofe  whole  bulinefs  and  pur- 
pofe  of  life  is  to  watch  and  to  feed  the  follies 
of  fuch  extravagants :  they  give  by  ounces, 
that  they  may  receive  by  pounds;  They  are 
in  the  condition  of  the  hufbandman,  who 
commits  his  feed  to  the  earth,  in  profpedt  of 
agoodhary^ft,  greater,  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  richnefs  of  the  foil.  They  well  know, 
that  the .  per^ns  they  deal  with,  are  bad 
coHiputers,  .and  worfe  accpmptants;  and 
therefore  Apthing  is  more  eafy  than  to  im- 
pofe  upon  them  in  the  value  of  what  they 
vf  nd,  or  the  ijuantity  of  what  they  receive. 
Aad  if  they  ibpuld  at  any  time  happen  to 
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be  reftivc,  and  fufpeft  they  arc  defrauded, 
the  men  of  the  world  know  very  well  how 
to  bring  them  down  again  to  their  own 
terms :  they  manage  them,  as  fkiiful  war- 
riors fubdue  ftrong  towns  5  they  ftarve  them 
into  compliance :  they  know,  it  is  but  hold- 
ing their  hand,  and  refufing  to  feed  their 
extravagance,  to  make  them  fubfcribe  to 
any  conditions  they  think  fit  to  impofe. 

How  far  do  thefe  men  outdo  the  folly  of 
JEsJau  U  He  fold  his  birthright  to  gratify  a 
real  and  craving  want,  and  yet  he  finned  in 
felling  it  j  but  thefe  men  facrifice  theirs  to 
fuch  wants  as  are  falfe  and  fantaftic :  to  appe- 
tites that  will  not  be  fatisfied,  or  at  leaft 
ought  not  to  be  indulged :  nay,  they  often- 
times facrifice  their  health,  as  well  as  their 
inheritance,  even  to  wantonnefs  and  fulnefs. 
The  truth  of  it  is,  men  of  this  chara6ter  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  in  a  worfe  condition  than 
that  of  Solomon's  horfe-leech,  that  hath  two 
daughters^  crying^  Givey  give.  Wine  and 
^women,  play  and  pleafure,  are  the  daugh- 
ters of  the  horfe-leech,  lefs  limited  in  their 
number,  but  not  lefs  craving,  wafting,  and 
infatiable>  and  whoever  fufFers  them  to 
failen  on  him>  is  cfiedually  undone.  If  men 

contraded 
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contradted  debts  for  the  neceflaries  of  life, 

which   they  could  no  othcrwife  procure, 

they  were  excufable ;  but  to  purchafe  need- 

lefs,  nay  perhaps  pernicious  vanities,  at  the 

hazard  of  health,  and  fortune,  and  liberty  j 

at  the  hazard  of  every  thing  that  is  good 

and  valuable  in  life,  is  folly  paft  forgivenefs ! 

and  yet,  if  it  were  only  a  folly,  it  might 

be  borne  with.     But,  in  truth,  this  habit  of 

running  thoughtlefly  into  debt,  draws  many 

other  worfe  habits  after  it :  lying,  fwearing, 

cheating,  and  all  kinds  of  vice  and  villainy, 

are  its  fure  attendants ;  nay,  fometimes,  evea 

murder,   and  an  open  defiance  of  public 

juftice,  as  hath  been  feen  in  more  than  one 

unhappy  and  dreadful  inflance.     It  is  like 

that  evil  fpirit  in  the  Gofpel,  vrho,  when  h^ 

hath  gotten  poffeffion,  taketh  with  him  fevea 

other  fpirits  more  wicked  than  himfelf ;  and 

they  enter  in,  and  dwell  there ;  and  the  lafi 

fiate  of  that  man  is  unfpeakably  'wor/e  than 

the  fir  ft. 

A  fpirit  of  extravagance,  long  ufed  to  be 
indulged,  cannot  bear  to  be  reftrained,  or 
refufed :  and  if  it  may  not  be  gratified  in 
the  ufual  way,  yet  gratified  it  mufl  be,  at 
any  rate.    If  cr^t  be  checked  in  the  com- 
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mon  courfe,  new  chanels  muft  be  cut,  and 
new  fources  opened  :  and  this  muft  be  the 
work  of  ^(hood  and  fraud,  and  every  wicked 
artifice  that  can  be  devifed.  By  this  means 
die  mind  becomes  corrupt  and  depraved  to 
the  laft  degree ;  and  the  man  is  gradually 
fitted  for  the  converfation  of  fiends.  Nay, 
this  fin  is  as  ftupid  with  regard  to  this  world, 
as  other  fins  are  with  regard  to  the  next :  it 
facrifices  all  the  foiid  and  lafting  fatisfadtions 
even  of  this  life,  to  finall,  prefent,  moment- 
ary gratifications,  without  the  leaft  thought 
of  the  dreadful  confequences  that  await 
them ;  and  it  ends,  even  in  this  world,  as 
other  vices  do  in  the  next,  in  the  lofs  of 
liberty  and  happinefs,  and  the  calamities  of 
a  dreadful  confinement  among  curfed  fpirits ! 

for  a  gaol  is,  indeed,  another  Hell  upon 

earth,  and  the  beft  emblem  of  that  manfion 
of  mifery  ;  where  you  are  furrounded  with 
nothing  but  fin  and  affliction  ;  where  aban- 
doned Wretches  become  yet  more  aban-. 
doned  by  fociety  and  example;  by  the 
converfation  of  mifcreants  more  vile  than 
themfelves  \  by  mixing  with  the  moft  cor- 
rupt and  profligate  part  of  mankind ;  in- 
flanaing  their  paft  guilt  by  new  and  greater 

cnor- 
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enormities  every  day  j  living  in  utter  defiance 
of  God  and  goodnefs^  and,  for  the  moft 
part,  dying  either  in  a  hardened  impenitence, 
or  the  horrors  of  defpair.  And  yet  this  is 
the  end  to  v^hich  the  young,  the  gay,  the 
pleafurable  part  of  mankind  are  hurrying  on, 
with  as  much  eagemefs,  as  if  they  thought  It 
impoflible  ever  to  be  attained  too  foon.  And, 
indeed,  if  this  w^ere  only  the  purfuit  of 
youthful  folly,  the  evil  were  in  fome  degree 
to  be  endured,  becaufe  age  and  experience 
would  be  furc  to  abate  it ;  but,  in  truth,  it 
is  often  the  vice  of  every  age,  and  every 

condition  in  life where-ever  pride  and 

vanity  reign,  there  extravagant  aims  are  pur* 
fued,  and  fantaftic  diftindions  fought  after, 
at  the  hazard  of  every  felicity  and  fecurity  in 
life.  Turn  your  eyes  upon  the  world,  and 
you  will  behold  one  half  of  mankind  living 
apparently  above  their  fortune;  and  what  is 
living  above  their  fortune,  but  living  to  furc 
deftrudion,  both  of  themfelves  and  family, 
as  well  as  all  thofe  they  deal  with  ?  One  man 
is  above  making  ufe  of  the  limbs  which  God 
hath  beflowed  upon  him,  to  convey  him 
where  his  buiinefs  calls ;  and  fo  rides  in  a 
coach,  for  a  few  months,  at  the  hazard  of 
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wanting  fhoes  for  the  reft  of  his  life,  when 
his  folly  hath  reduced  him  to  his  feet 

Another,  who  hath  wherewithal  to  pur- 
chafe  a  houfe,  every  way  convenient,  and 
fuited  to  l>is  circumflances,  cannot  be  con- 
tent without  magnifieence,  and  rooms  of 
ftate,  which  are  of  no  ufp,  but  to  be  looked 
at :  thefe  are  not  to  be  attained  without  a 
foreign  fund ;  and,  juft  when  the  bujlding 
is  at  the  pQint  of  being  finifhed,  his  creditors 
come  and  take  pofTeflion  of  it,  and  he  and 
his  family  are  turned  out  of  doors — and, 
perhaps,  without  cloaths  enough  to  cover 
their  nakednefs,  or  hide  |heir  fhame ;  it  may 
be,  too,  without  knowing  how  to  be  (heltered 
from  the  inclemency  of  thp  weather,  or 
where  to  feek  for  a  morfel  of  bread.  This 
is  ofteper  the  cafe,  in  effeft,  though  not 
exadlly  in  the  circumftances  now  mentioned, 
than  is  commonly  imagined;  nor  are  the 
inftances  few,  or  rare,  of  perfons  utterly 
undone  by  living  beyqnd  their  fortune.  In 
^his  condition,  abandoned  at  once  by  their 
friends,  and  by  the  fund  or  income  by  which 
they  fubfifted,  defejted  by  every  thing  but 
their  pride.  Whither  fhall  the  unhappy 
^^tches  turn  themfelves  ?  Their  vanity  fets 


Sen  12.    paying  Debts.  249 

them  above  all  honcft  induftry  in  a  low  way ; 
for  that,  for  the  moft  part,  remains  with 
them,  like  a  running  fore,  that  drains  their 
vitals;  and  either  urges  them  to  ftarve,  in  an 
honourable  way,  or  drives  them  to  violent 
and  defperate  courfes  for  fubfiftence,  till  they 
end  in  infamy.  And  although  fuch  a  creature 
is  little  to  be  pitied  upon  his  own  account, 
yet  is  his  fall  often  to  be  lamented,on  account 
of  many  others,  that  are  involved  in  his  ruin. 
An  honeft  friend,  that  vhiS  drawn  in  to  be 
bound  fpr  him,  and  is  undone  by  his  bene* 
ficence ;  or  an  innocent  £unily,  that  were 
too  young  to  be  partners  in  his  folly,  and 
yet  muft  /hare  his  fate,  and  are  given  up  by  it 
to  proflitution  or  poverty ;  or  an  honeft  and 
kind  parent,  who  expended  more  than  he 
could  well  afford,  to  bring  his  fon  with  more 
advantage  into  the  world;  perhaps,  too,  a 
virtuous,  and  a  valuable  woman,  innocent 
of  his  pride,  and  yet  crufhed  in  his  fall ;  tho', 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  this  rarely  happens,  the  wife 
being  too  often  the  great  incentive  to  the 
hufband's  vanity  s  and,  of  confequence,  lefs 
to  be  lamented  in  the  ruin  in  which  (he  is 
involved.  Thefe,  and  a  thou£uid  fuch-like 
(:alan4ties,  are  the  ne^eifary  and  unavoidable 

coni* 
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confequences  of  profufion  and  extravagance ; 
of  careleilhefs  in  contradting  debts,  and  neg- 
ligence in  difcharging  them :  thefe  are  the 
evils  which  thoughtlefs  mortals  draw  upon 
their  own  heads,  and  thofe  of  their  neareft 
friends,  by  vanity  and  unthrift.  And  yet, 
great  and  various  as  thefe  are,  they  are  few 
and  inconiiderable,  in  comparifon  of  thofe 
brought  upon  the  reft  of  mankind  by  the 
fame  curfed  fpirit. 

Every  one  knows,  that  the  whole  bufinefs 
of  trade,  by  which  nations  grow  great  and 
happy,  is  carried  on  by  men  of  diligence  and 
induftry,  of  fortunes,  for  the  moft  part,  too 
fmall  (at  leaft,  at  their  firft  fetting  out)  to 
fupport  them  in  indolence ;  and  that  their 
profit  arifes  principally  from  quick  returns. 
It  is  plain,  from  hence,  that  running  in  debt 
with  tradefmen,  and  neglefting  to  pay  them 
in  due  time,  is  utterly  ruinous  to  the  whole 
bufinefs  of  trade  and  commerce ;  and  abfo- 
hitely  deftrudtive  of  the  very  principles  upon 
which  it  is  built,  and  by  which  it  fubfifts : 
and  yet  this  is  a  crime  every  day  committed 
by  men  of  fortune  and  quality,  with  as  little 
remorfe  as  they  eat  and  drink ;  and,  if  the 
tradefman  demands  his  money,  it  is  odds 

but 
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but  he  is  either  threatened,  or  turned  into  a 
jeft :  the  fon  of  Siracb's  wife  obfervation  is 
here  every  day  verified ;  Tbe  rich  man  batb 
done  wrong  J  and  yet  be  tbreatenetb ;  the 
poor  is  wrongedj  and  yet  he  mujl  intreat 
alfo.  If  threats  will  not  rid  thefe  men  of 
their  importunate  creditors,  then  are  they 
to  be  deluded  with  fair  words,  And  plaufible 
excufes,  to  pay  attendance,  from  day  to  day, 
to  the  lofs  of  more  time,  and  negledt  of  more 
buiinefs,  than  perhaps  the  debt  is  worth :  and 
fo  the  firft  mjury,  inftead  of  being  repaired, 
is  doubled.  And  yet  the  gentleman  debtor, 
the  author  of  this  evil,  is  fo  far  from  repent- 
ing of  it,  that  it  is  odds  but  he  vaunts  his 

wit  and  dexterity  in  doing  it. As  a  mad 

man  (faith  Solomon)  who  cafleth  firebrands^ 
arrows^  and  death ;  fo  is  the  man  that  de^- 
ceivetb  bis  neighbour y  and  faitby  Am  I  not 

in  jefl? And,  indeed,  it  is  fcarce  to  be 

conceived,  how  any  man  can  deal  more  de* 
ftruftion  and  ruin  around  him,  than  by  de- 
ceiving and  breaking  faith  with  the  fair 
trader  j  for  it  is  well  known,  his  credit,  his 
whole  fubfiftence,  depends  upon  keeping  his 
word,  and  being  fbidly  punctual  in  his 
payments,  and  bis  promifesj  and,  if  he  fail 
4  in 
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in  thefe,  he  is  undone  at  once.  And  how 
is  it  poiiible  he  fhould  not  fail,  if  the  gen- 
tlemen he  deals  with  fail  him  ?  He  hath  no 
way  of  raifing  money,  but  by  fale  of  his 
goods ;  and  if  thofe,  to  whom  they  are 
trufted,  will  not  pay  him,  it  is  impoffible  he 
can  pay  his  creditors;  and,  if  he  do  not 
pay  them,  %,  is  impoi!ible  but  he  mufl  be 
ruined,  and,  perhaps,  many  more  with  him» 
For  traders  are  linked  and  dependent  of  one 
another;  andone  man's  fall  throws  down  ma- 
ny more  with  him:  the  fhop-keeper  is  in  debt 
to  the  maker,  or  the  merchant ;  and  thcfe 
again  to  the  journeyman,  the  farmer,  or  the 
foreign  correfpondent ;  and  fo  the  ruin  be- 
comes complicated,  and  extended  beyond 
imagination !  infomuch  that  the  failure  of 
one  man  here,  may  aflfeft  many  others  in  the 
remotefl:  regions  of  the  earth ;  may  reach  at 
once  from  wefl  to  eaft,  and  from  eafl  to  weft 
again ;  and  yet  the  fine  gentleman,  that  thus 
fcattereth  firebrands^  arrows^  and  death^ 
around  him^  fhall  cry,  with  great  compla- 
cence to  himfelf,  and,  perhaps,  with  great 
applaufe  from  his  companions,  Am  I  not  in 
jeft  ?  Shalf  pride  himfelf  in  having  impofed 
upon  the  4:redulity  of  ap  induffarious  honef); 
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man  (with  the  added  infQlence  of  a  con- 
temptuous name),  and  appointed  him  to 
come  for  payment  the  next  day  after  he  is 
gone  out  of  town.  And,  after  all,  to  what 
purpofe  all  this  fraud,  and  falihood,  and 
delufion !  none  in  nature,  but  to  have  where, 
withal  to  feed  their  folly  and  extravagance ; 
to  have  to  throw  away  upon  a  horfe,  or  an 
harlot;  or  to  pay  a  play  debt — debts  of 
honour,  as  they  are  called,  but,  in  truth, 
debts  of  infamy !  debts,  which  it  was  in* 
famous  to  contrad,  and  which  it  is  villainous 
to  pay,  to  the  injury  of  the  honefl  trader. 
A  gamefter,  a  fharper,  that  imdoes  you 
with  falfe  dice,  or  fleight  of  hand  ^  a  wretch, 
whom  it  is  a  fcandal  to  converfe,  or  fo  much  ' 
as  to  be  feen  with,  fuch  a  mifcreant  fhall  be 
paid  off,  thou^  to  your  utter  ruin :  every 
engagement,  every  fecurity  in  life,  fhall  be 
facrificed  to  difcharge  him ;  whilfl  the  fair 
dealer,  that  fupplied  you  with  the  neceifaries 
of  life,  is  left  to  rot  in  a  gaol,  for  the  food 
that  fed  you,  and  the  cloaths  that  covered 
you.  Can  any  thing  be  .conceived  more 
monfbrous  ?  Or  is  it  poflible  to  imagine,  how 
human  nature  can  be  funk  into  a  greater  de*' 
gree  of  corruptipn  than  this  ? 

Thefc 
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Thefe  are  the  pradices  of  the  loofe  and 
libertine  part  of  mankind:  and,  indeed,  what 
better  can  be  expedted  from  that  vicious  and 
thoughtlefs  extravagance  in  v^rhich  they  live  ? 
But  there  is  alfa another  race  of  men,  oppo- 
fite  to  thefe  in  all  other  refpeds,  v^ho  agree 
perfedlly  with  them,  in  not  paying  their 
debts,  and  jret  are  much  more  criminal  on 
that  fcore:-^I  mean,  the  needy  and  covetous 
rich;  whocannotpay,either  becaufe  they  have 
made  a  newpurchdc,or  becaufe  they  will  not 
break  a  fuih  for  which  they  receive  intereft. 
A  greedy  purchafer  is  one  that  will  run  in 
debt  with  all  mankind  j  and,  if  he  can  help 
it,  will  pay  for  notKing  but  houfes  or  lands; 
nay,  by  his  good  will,  he  will  not  pay  for 
thefe,  otherwife  than  by  the  profits  that  arife 
from  them.     The  thoughtlefs  libertine  is  a 
man  that  fpends  more  than  he  hath,  and 
therefore  cannot  pay :  the  greedy  purchafer 
is  a  man  that  fpends  nothing,  and  hath  a 
great  deal,  and  will  not  pay,  becaufe  he  would 
have  more.     Thefe  are  the  greateft  monfters 
in  nature !  compofitions  of  covetoufnefs  and 
cruelty!  who  opprefs  and  diftrefs  every  one 
they  have  to  deal  with ;  who  will  pay  no 
man  themfelves^  and  }ret  fuffer  no  mortal  to 
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owe  them  a  peny :  they  rack  their  tenants, 
and  grind  the  face  of  the  poor ;  they  drive 
away  the  afs  of  the  fatherlefs^  faith  Joby 

and  take  the  ^widow's  ox  for  a  pledge  \ 

they  caufe  the  naked  to  lodge  without  cloath^ 
ingy  and  they  home  no  cohering  in  the  cold ; 
they  are  wet  with  the  Jhowers  of  the  moun^ 
tainSy  and  embrace  the  rock  for  Jhelter^ 
men  groan  from  out  of  the  city^  and  thefoul  of 
the.  wounded  crieth  out.  Thefe  men  are  the 
peft  of  fociety,  and  infinitely  worfe  than 
robbers  upon  the  high  roads :  they  rob,  not 
from  neceflity,  but  from  the  infolence  of 
powerand  plenty !  in  the  fpirit  of  calm  cru- 
elty, and  determined  villainy !  and,  to  com- 
plete their  charafter,  they  rob  oftentimes 
even  unnjer  the  fhew  of  friendfhip,  with  im- 
punity, tod  vsrithout  remorfe:.-?-; — -neither 
can  you  guard  againll  them^  neither  can  you 
bring  them  to  juftice,  vrhen  you  are  injured. 
And  h6re  the  condition  of  the '.  creditor 
is  indeed  deplorable :  if  the  tradefman  be 
importunate  for  his  money,  he  is  fure  to 
difoblige :  if  it  be  kept  from  him  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  be  muft  of  neccffity  be  a  great 
lofer  5  becaufe  he  is  deprived  of  the  advan- 
ti^e  of  turning  it  in  trade  all  that  while. 

Whereas, 
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Whereas,  if  it  had  been  paid  him  when  it 
ought,  he  might  reafonably  hope  to  have 
doubled  it  before  that  day.     And  yet,  as  the 
cafe  now  ftands,  he  has  not  the  advantage  of 
receiving  fo  much  as  the  conmion  intereft  for 
it:  nay,  not  only  fo,  but  if  he  lets  it  lie  above 
a  certain  number  of  years,  he  lofcs  the  prin- 
cipal.   It  is  to  be  prefumed,  that  one  reafon 
why  the  law  allows  no  intereft  for  book- 
debts,  is,  becaufe  the  trader  cannot  afford  to 
let  his  money  lie  out  fo  long  as  to  derive  any 
advantage  from  it  by  way  of  intereft ;  for  the 
intereft  of  money  is  but  a  trifle,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  the  advantages  it  may  turn  to  in 
trade  i  and  therefore  the  law,  to  laytradefmen 
under  a  neceflity  of  calling  in  their  money 
betimes,  allows  them   no  intereft  for  it, 
while  it  is  out.  But  ftill  the  difficulty  remains, 
how  to  call  it  in ;  fince  every  one  knows, 
that  the  expences  of  a  law-fuit  may  very 
eaiily  exceed  the  debt :  and,  at  beft,  you  muft . 
of  neceffity  be  a  lofer,  even  by  gaining  your 
i:aufe.    If  mdeed  the  law,  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  prohibited  book-debts  from  bearing 
intereft,  had  contrived  fome  cheap  and  eafy  - 
method  of  recovering  thofe  debts,  tradefmen 
had  been  well  dealt  by :  but  to  take  away 
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the  intcrcft  of  their  debts,  and  the  prin- 
cipal, after  fome  years,  and  yet  leave  them 
no  way  of  doing  themfelves  juftice,  but  at 
the  hazard  of  their  ruin,  hath  the  appear- 
ance of  great  hardfhip.  For,  befides  the  ex-- 
ceflive  expence  of  law^fuits,  the  ill-will  that 
fuch  an  attempt  is  fure  to  draw  upon  the 
tradefman,  is  a  weight  which  few  men  of 
that' rank  are  able  to  bear.  The  man  he 
goes  to  law  with,  and  all  his  friends  and 
dependents,  are  fure  to  become  his  mortal 
enemies,  from  that  moment.  The  debtory 
in  that  cafe,  feems  to  think  himfelf  obliged 
to  abuie  the  tradefman,  and  blail  his  credit 
as  much  as  in  him  lies,  to  juftify  himfelf  in 
uling  him  fo  ill  1  and  blafting  a  tradefman's 
credit,  is  the  fure  way  to  ruin  him  at 
once.  It  is  finely  obferved  of  an  excellent 
writer, ,  That  credit  is  to  the  tradefman, 
what  honour  is  to  the  gentleman :  to  a  man 
that  is  truly  fuch,  his  honour  is  as  dear  as 
his  life :  to  the  trader,  credit  is  as  life  it- 
felf  5  for  he  cannot  .live  without  it.  Few  of 
you  would  knowingly  and  deliberately  in- 
volve yourfclves  in  the  guilt  of  murder  ^  and 
yet  you  cfFedually  do  this,  when  you  blaft 
the  reputation  of  an  honefl  dealer :  for  de- 
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faftiation  is  death  to  fuch  a  one :  his  bread 
depends  uppn  his  cr^^  and  if  he  be  robbed 
oif  it,  he  muft  ftafve  j  and  oertoinly,  fkbbing 
a  man  ta  the  heart,  is  a  mwdh  tefe  cruelty,' 
thsin  jEbrviog  )uni  tQ  death.  N$f',  yoa  are 
as  cniel  to  ypur  own  honour,  in  tKs  cafe, 
as  you  are  tp  ti|^e;trademian's  credit  and  life: 
for  honour  is  a  ftriduand  nke  regard  to 
every  ,virl»pip. Kit,  and  niort  partioilarly  to 
truih  and  jufliccl-  Ahd  therdwe  a  tnan  t:!" 
nbiioi^,  t^i^t  is  neidier  true  nor  honeft,  is  a 
pontr^di^pn  in  terms :  a  man  that  allows 
himfelf  ifi  any  degree  of  fraud  or  falfhood, 
has  a^hiaUy  degraded  Unife^  ftom  his  dig* 
fly(ty,  aqd  has  ho  more  title  to  the  honour^ 
than  he  h^  to  the'  efbte  he  has  f<^ited. 

But,  fuppofe  the  ti:a4efnian^  reputation  fo 
^ell  e^blUhed,  as  to  bear  up  agaiiift  the  load 
pf  calurpny  that  is  thrpwri  upon  him  on 
t^ief^oc^afions:  fuppoie  hi^  ^ble  to  bear  the 
dbi|%  burdei;!  of  Cdui;any,  a|id  a  hw-fuit:; 
y^twVt  will  all  this  avail  hmif  Tfe  debtor 
is  a  pf  er,  or  a  p^liamcnt-jnan,  or  protedbed 
^y  mofe  that  are :  his  perfpn  i^  pnvileg^d,^ 
and  his  efb^te  fettled ;  a,nd  if  n^itl^er  of  uiefe 
w^l  4Qi  he  bids  defiajpice  to  the  very  execi^^ 
^en  pf  the  laws  and  you  attempt k  at  the 
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hazard  of  your  life*  Theie  are  tbe  difiicul^ 
ties  tkat  ^boplcerpers  ^nd  msn  in  bufinefs  arti^ 
forced  to  ftragj^  withv  and  tod  often  fink 
und^ :  and  if,  in  the  number  of  fo  majxf. 
bad  paytnafttrs  as  they  have  to  deal  wlth^ 
ibme  ihoold  be  fo  far  touched  with  cc»npa£« 
iion,  or  remorfe,  as  not  only  to  difcharg^ 
what  they  cmt,  but  likewiie  to  pay  intereft 
£ir  it»  beyond  the  obligation  of  the  law,  tl^is 
i»  feckoned  an  uncommon  mark  of  liberality 
oad  Ghriftian  heroifin  y.  whereas,  in  truth,  ti 
^is^aler  that  is  k^  out  of  his.  money  a  confix 
denaUe.  'tiiiMf|  hoth^  no  fitfficient  reparatbtt 
nade  jhim  by  being  paid  1^  the  principtA 
and  the  intereft,  in  the  end ;  becaufe  both 
togedKir  will  be  far  from  amounting  to  the 
profit  he  might  reafonably  propofc  to  havtt 
made  by  it  in  trade,  all  that  time.  For  fure 
no  man  in  his  wits  would  run  all  the  hazards 
and  troubles  of  trade,  who  could  propofe  to 
make  as  much  advantage  by  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  money,  as  he  might  expedt  from 
dealing  with  it.  And  this  is  a  new  reafon^ 
.  why  men  ihould  be  careful  to  pay  tradefmen 
in  time  3  becaufe  though  no  accident  fhould 
hinder  you  fi-om  paying  them  m  the  end,  yet 
][pujr  cloving  off  the  original  debt,  together 
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with  the  legal  intcreft  which  that  fum  tnight 
to  bear,  is  far  from  doing  juftice  to  the  tradef- 
man,  for  the  damage  he  has  fufiered,  in  be- 
ing kept  out  of  his  money  folon^.  So  that^ 
when  you  think  you  have  made  him  ample 
amends  for  detaining  what  was  doe  to  hiin» 
3rou  have  in  truth  injured  him. 
:  And  thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  lay  be-^ 
fere  you  the  feveral  evils  that  arife  from 
funning  thoughtleily  into  debt»  and  from 
dela]ang  to  pay  when  it  is  in  our  power. 
And  yet  this  is  a  vice  fo  univerfally  pradifed, 
and  fo  litde  thought  of  in  the  world,  that  I 
cannot  quit  the  fubjedt  without  making  fome 
application  of  what  has  been  laid,  to  all  or- 
ders and  degrees  of  men  that  allow  them* 
felves  in  it. 
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Rom.  xiii.  Part  of  ver.  8. 

Owe  no  man  any  things  hut  to  hrve  one 

another, 

* 

IN  a  former  difcoorfe  upon  thefe  words, 
I  laid  down  (he  duty  of  paying  debts,  to* 
getherwith  the  evils  which  attend  the  negled 
pf  it,  both  as  they  regard  the  debtor,  and  as 
they  regard  the  creditor.  The  evils  to  the 
debtor,  of  being  impofed  upon  either  in  the 
quantity  or  value  of  what  they  take  up  upon 
truft ;  and  the  great  evil  of  making  expenc9 
eafy,  and,  in  confequence  of  that,  ruin  infen- 
iible,  and  inevitable^  To  the  creditor,  the 
delay^of  payment  in  due  time,  draws  end- 
lefs  inconveniencies  and  evils  after  it ;  loft 
of  time,  and  trade,  and  credit,  and,  in  con- 
fequence of  thefe,  inevitable,  and>  it  may  be, 
exteniive  and  complicated  ruin.  I  now  pro- 
ceed to  make  fome  application  of  what  has 
been  iaid  to  all  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
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^ut  allow  them&ivee  in  ^  ^olatioii  or 
negleft  of  this  duty.     And,  firft,  Let  me  aflc 
the  thoughtlefs  fpendthrift  once  again,  What 
Can  be  the  Coflfequence  of  his  mnning  lil 
debt  with  all  the  world,  but  utter  ruin  both 
to  himfelf  and  others  ?--^If  thd  {)erfons  you 
deal  with  are  honeft  and  indigent,  how  can 
you  anfwer  it  to  your  humanity,  to  brihg 
mifery  and  dcftruftion  upon  the  moft  piti- 
able and  moil  defervlng  part  of  the  creation  ? 
Todeftroy  thofe  byyour  fextravagance,  which 
even  cruelty  and  tyranny  would  be  tender 
of?  What  is  moft  provoking,  and  indeed 
infufFerabie  upon  this  head^  is,  thai  thofe 
who  allow  themfelve$  in  this  condud,  often 
|)afs  Upon  the  world  uiidet  the  charaifter  of 
good-natured  men ;  and  you  (hall  often  hear 
it  faid  of  fuch  a  oiie,  That  he  is  no-body's 
enemy,  but  his  own.     But  the  real  truth  is, 
that  every  vicious  man,  whatever  he  may  be 
in  his  intentions,  is,  in  effeft,  an  enemy  to  the 
fociety  he  lives  in;  and  more  particularly  a 
vicious  good-nature  is  one  of  the  crUelleft 
charadlers  in  life.     It  is  kind  only  where  it 
ought  not:  it  is  kind  to  every  vice,  and  every 
villainy :  it  is  indulgent  to  every  thing  biit 
honefty  and  innocence ;  aiid  thofe  it  is  fiif  e 
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to  facrifice  whcre-ever  it  comes.  A  good- 
natured  villain  will  furfeit  a  fot,  and  gorge  d 
glutton  s  nay,  will  glut  his  horfes  ahd  his 
hounds  with  that  food>  for  which  the  vend- 
ers are  one  day  to  ilarve  to  death  in  a  dun-> 
geon :  a  good-natured  mpnfter  will  be  gay 
in  the  fpoils  oiF  widows  and  orphans.  Good- 
nature, feparated  from  virtue^  is  abfolutely 
the  w^orfi  quality  and  charad:er  in  life  5  at 
leaft  if  this  be  good-nature,  to  feed  a  dog, 

aiid  to  murder  a  man. And  therefore,  if 

you  have  any  pretence  to  good-nature,  pay 
your  debts  y  and  in  j(b  doing  cloathe  thofe 
poor  families  tnat  are  now  in  rags  for  your 
finery :  feed  him  that  Is  ftatving  for  the  bread 
you  eat ;  and  redeem  hini  from  mifery  that 
rots  in  gaol,  for  the  dainties  on  which  3rou 
fared  delicioujly  every  Jay.-^^And  befides 
the  good  you  will  do  to  others  by  thofe  a6ls 
of  honefty,  yoii  will  do  infinite  good  to 
yourfelves  by  them.  Paying  of  debts  is> 
next  to  the  Grace  of  Go  d,  the  beft  means  in 
the  world  to  deliver  you  from  a  thoufand 
temptatioiis  to  fin  and  vanity.  Pay  your 
debts,  and  you  will  not  have  wherewithal 
to  purchaie  a  coftly  toy,  or  a  pernicious  plea- 

fure» Pay  your  debts,  and  you  will  not 
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have  what  to  lofe  to  a  villainous  gamefter* 
Pay  your  debts,  and  you  will  not  have  where- 
withal to  feed  a  number  of  ufekfe  horfes^  or 
infedtious  harlots.  In  one  word,  Pay  your 
debts,  and  you  will  of  neccffity  abjlain  from 
many  flejhly  lufts  that  nvar  againji  tbef^rit^ 
end  bring  you  info  captivity  to  Jin^  and  can- 
not fail  to  end  in  your  utter  deftrudion^  both 
of  foul  and  body. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  the  men  you  deal 
with,  and  are  indebted  to,  are  rich  and  wily, 
confider  they  fupply  your  extravagance  with 
no  other  view  but  to  undo  you  \  as  men 
pour  water  into  a  pump,  to  draw  more  from 
it  Confider,  they  could  not  afford  to  trufl; 
you,  if  they  did  not  propofe  to  make  ex- 
ceflive  gain  by  you :  and  if  you  think  at  all, 
think  what  it  is  to  lofe  a  fortune  by  folly  j 
to  purchafe  fuperfluous  and  pernicious  vani- 
ties, for  a  fhort  feafon,  at  the  hazard  of  want- 
ing neceilaries  for  the  tedious  remainder  of 
a  mif-fpent  life.  Time,  which  fweetens  all 
other  affliftions,  will  perpetually  fharpen 
and  inflame  this:  as  the  gayety  and  giddinefs 
of  youth  go  off,  the  wants  of  age  will  be- 
come more  fharp,  and  more  inconfolable,  to 
the  laft  day  of  your  lives  i  and  fcvcrc  reflec- 
tion 
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tbn  will  double  every  calamity  that  befals 
you.  And  therefore  the  fon  of  Sirach  well 
advifes,  Bccbis.  xviii.  ver.  33.-6^  not  made  s 
beggar  by  banqueting  upon  borrowing ;  for 

tbou  Jhalt  lie  in  wait  for  thy  own  life. 

And  again,  the  fame  wife  man  moft  excel* 
lently  obferves,  Huit  be  tbat  buiUeth  bis 
boufe  with  other  mens  money y  is  like  one 
tbat  gatberetb  bimfelf  fiones  for  the  tomb  of 
his  burial :  he  erefts  a  furc  monument,  not 
only  of  his  folly,  but  of  his  ruin :  and  the 
confequence  is  the  fame  from  extravagance 
of  every  kind ;  but  with  this  difference  j 
that  the  ruin  derived  from  wine  and  women, 
is  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  others ;  as  it  in- 
volves you  at  once  in  the  double  diftrefs  of 
difeafe  and  want  Who  amongft  you  can 
at  once  bear  the  united  racks  of  hunger,  and 
infedion,  and  an  evil  confcience  ?  And  yet 
this  is  what  you  muft  feel,  altho'  it  be  what 
you  cannot  bear;  the  torments  of  Hell  anti- 
cipated I  to  be  deprived  of  every  blefling, 
and  to  be  immeried  in  mifery. 

Thus  much  for  the  youthful  Extravagant. 
In  the  next  placci  let  me  apply  myfelf  to  the 
Man  of  Q^fy^  that  is  guilty  of  this  vice, 
oltho'  thefe  are  too  often  the  fa|pe  perfons. 

If 
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If  y^  will  not  confider  what  ye  owe  your 
creditorsi  and  how  to  pay  them,  I  befeech 
you  calmly  to  refle&  and  confider,  what  ye 
owe  to  Yourfelves,  to  your  Family,  to  youlr 
^untry,  to,  your  King.  Was  it  fyt  this^ 
that  ye  were  diftinguiihed  aboveothers  of 
tiic  iame  rank,  only  to  be  more  eminent  in 
uitamy  ?  Was  Nobility  beftowcd  upon  your 
ancef^rs  as  a  reward  of  virtue ;  and  do  ye 
Uie  it  only  as  a  priviiegp  fiar  vice  ?  |s  fuperior 
Worth  degenerated  into  fuperior  villainy  ? 
If  ye  had  any  remains  of  mbdefty,  ye  would 
renounce  the  titles  and  the  fortunes  of  your 
toceflors,  with  die  virtues  that  attained  them. 
Ye  would  bluih  to  take  {^ce  of  a  beggar, 
that  had  virtue.  Wili  ye  yet  pretend  to  be 
Better  men  thin  others  ?  wKen  ye  have  re- 
nounced }rour  humanity ;  when  ye  are  no 
loxigdf  rtien,  but  monftcrs. It  is  not  ex- 
pected of  yoU|  that  you  ihould  perform  adts 
of  heroifm  and  generofity ;  thajb  you  fhould 
reward  virtue,  and  Tupport  merit  in  diffarefs. 
Alas !  thefe-  expe(ftationsl  are  long  fince  va- 
nifhed,  and  feeih  only  the  boafl^s  of  fabulous 
intiquity.  But  methinks  it  niight  ftill  be 
expeftcd  of  ycjuj  thfttybu  fhoidd  do  common 
juAice:  tb^t  you  ihoiild  not  Be  wbrfe  than 

.  the 
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die  reft  of  toankind,  bccaufe  you  think  your- 
Iblves  better;  at  Icaft  expeft  to  be  called  fo^ 
and  treated  as  fuch.  Surely  it  might  ftill 
be  expected  of  yotij  that  you  fhould  pay  your 
debt8,  and  keep  your  prbtaifes:  and,  in  truth, 
ye  would  hot  be  voidj  either  of  dignity  or 
dependents,  if  ye  did  even  this.  Mankind 
ire  already  too  much  prejudiced  in  your  fa- 
vour ;  and  wduld  not  fail  to  pay  you  fuffi- 
ciertt  regard  and  reverence,  even  if  you  did 
them  ho  good,  provided  you  did  them  no 
mifchief.  But  if  yc  expedt  to  be  efteemed, 
not  only  without  geherofity,  but  even  with- 
out juilice ;  ye  are  indeed  unreafonable,  and 
will  be  fure  to  be  difappointed. 

in  the  next  place.  Let  me  apply  myfclf  to 
the  Wealthy  and  Covetous :  thcfe  are,  of  all 
others,  the  i^oft  inexcufable,  in  not  paying 
their  debts.  Men  that  have  made  or  im- 
proved their  own  fortune  by  induftry,  are 
utterly  unpardonable  in  opprefling  the  in- 
duftry of  others :  the  leaft  that  might  be 
expciJted  from  increafe  of  wealth,  is  to  do 
juftice  with  our  abundance.  This  Was  the 
cxprefs  dire<aion  of  the  prophet  EUJha  in  the 
ivth  ch.  of  2  Kifi^s  :  when  he  had  miracu- 
loully  increafed  the  widow's  oil,  he  com- 
manded 
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mandedher  firft  topay  hff  defatt  Mitof  1^ 
abundance. — Go^  ius^he^  fell  the  cil,  and, 
fay  tfy  deity  and  live-  tibfu  and  tby  cbiU 
dren  of  the  reft.  And  the  icafon  of  this  it 
evident;  the  money  we  owe  is  not  ours \  it 
is  the  property  of  other  men,  in  Oiir  keep- 
ing ;  and  we  have  no  more  right  to  it,  than 
we  have  to  the  money  in  tfattr  pockets.  And 
ahiiough  yn  (hould  make  no  return  to  God 
for  his  bkffings  upon  our  induftry,  in  ahns 
andadsofgoodnefi;  furely  the  leaft  we  can 
do,  is  to  do  juftice  to  men.  Wliat  a  dread- 
ful refledion  is  it,  to  turn  the  bleflings  of 
Providence  into  a  curfe  to  ourielves,  and  all 
we  have  to  deal  with !  Men  of  this  charader 
are  in  the  condition  of  thofe  malignant  in- 
fects, who  fret  and  make  ibres  where-ever 
they  come,  and  then  feed  upon  them :  they 
thrive  upon  the  miferies  of  mankind;  which 
is  abfolutely  the  moil  deteftable  charader. 
upon  earth'I  and  is,  next  .to  that  of  a  fiend, 
dbe  vary  worft  and  vAtSi  that  can  be  ima* 
gined:  Woe  unto  Um^  £uth  the  prophet  3^^- 
remiaby  that  buildeth  hit  houfe  by  un-- 
right eoufnefsy  and  his  c homier s  iy  wrong! 
yen  xxii.  13.  Woe  unto  tf^em^  faith  Ifaiab 
(ch.  T.  ver.  8.),  that  join  houfe  to  houfe ^  that 

lay 
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lay  field  to  fields  till  there  be  no  place ^  that 
they  may  be,  placed  alone  in  the  midjl  of 
the  earth  I  living  in  that  character  of  cru- 
dty  which  is  beft  fuited  to  a  beafl  of  prey; 
that  fcatters  ruin  and  defolation  all  around 
him.  One  would  think  the  apoftle's  pre- 
cepts were  reverfed  to  theie  men ;  and  that 
they  thought  diemfelves  bound  in  confcienoe 
to  owe  evetjjjr  man  every  thing  in  the  world 
but  love  and  good-will.  And  after  all,  to 
what  purpofe  is  all  this  oppreflion,  and  ini- 
quity of  avarice  ?  To^heap  up  ill-got  riches 
for  a  curfe  uppn  thcimfelves  and  their  pofte- 
nQr,  and  leave  ^  a  memory  and  a  carcafe 
equally  odious  and  offenfive  behind  them* 
l}>ey  are  exalted  for  a  little  ivkile^  as  it  i$ 
finely  expreiied  in  the  xxivth  chapter  of  J obj 
They  are  exalted  for  a  little  while,  but  are 
gone^  and  brought  low :  they  are  taken  out 
of  the  way  as  all  other ;  and  cut  off,  as  the 
tops  of  the  ears  of  corn.  They  are  per- 
mittol,  by  the  Divine  Providence,  to  fill  up 
at  once  the  meafure  of  their  wealth  and  their 
iniquity  ^  and  as  foon  as  ever  they  are  ripe 
for  ruin,  they  are  cut  off  in  the  fiilnefs  of 
their  pride  and  fortune :  and  the  wealth 
they  have  hoarded^  is  like  the  full  ear  of 

comi 
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corn ;.  which,  inftead  of  beii\g  .  gathered 
into  the  bam,  is  tiampled  under  foot,  and 
Scattered  over  the  face  of  the  earth ;  and  ib 
becopies  x  prey  to  tooks^  andfivine,  and 
vernun. 

fii  the  laft  place,  Let  me  apply  myfelf  to 
Traders  themfelves;  anddefire  them  toreflfd 
how  they  pay  dieir  own  debts :  I  am  afMd) 
ibme  of  them  very  badly.  I  haye  heard  of  a 
moil:  wicked  prax^cdamongfl  them,  of  pay- 
ing their  journeymen  and  underlings  in 
goods :  I  call  this,  Wicked,  becaufe  if  tho& 
goods  are  rated  at  the  fliop-price,  the  jour- 
neyman is  plainly  defrauded ;  fince  he  hath 
no  allowance  for  the  time  and  trouble  he 
muft  take,  and  the  hazard  he  muft  run  in 
vending  thofe  goods.  And  ^vhereas  he  had 
ia  right  to  ready  money  far  his  labour,  his 
ncceflities  now  oblige  him  to  fell  thofe  goods 
at  any  price  he  can  get,  to  the  difcredit  of 
trade  in  general,  and  the  real  injuiy  of  that 
\rcry  perfon,  who  laid  him  under  a  neceflity 
of  fo  doing ;  who  muft  of  neccflity  fufFer  by 
having  his  goods  fold  at  an  under-rate :  ft> 
that  this  praftice  is  as  ill-judged  in  the  fhop- 
keeper,  and  as  weak  with  regard  to  his  own 
Intereft,  as  it  is  wicked  with  regard  to  his 
'^  poor 


poor  underling.  And  indeed  all  bad  pay- 
nient  to  thofe  diey  have  ta  deal  with,  efpe- 
daily  the  poorer  fort,  is  manifcftly  injurious 
to  men  in  bufinefs :  for  the  damour  of  bad 
pay,  and  the  difcredit  that  ncceflarily  attends 
it,  generally  fpeaking,  begins  there.  And 
therefore  Solomons  precepts,  in  Prov.  iii. 
27,  28.  ought  always  to  be  ftriftly  obferved 
by  them,  of  all  mankind : — With-hold  not 
good  from  them  to  ivhom  it  is  due^  when 
it  is  in  the  power  of  thine  hand  to  do  it. 
iay  not  unto  thy  neighbour y  Goy  and  come 
again y  and  to-morrow  I  will  give y  when  thoi4 
bdfi  it  by  thee.  Altho'  the  men  you  deial 
with  do  not  knov^  your  wants,  nor  confider 
your  labour,  and  lofs  of  time  in  feeking  your 
due;  andare,  confequently,  regardlefs  of  you 
and  your  neceflities ;  yet  you  well  know  the 
wants  of  the  poor  people  ^c?z/  deal  with,  and 
the  injury  you  do  them,  in  making  them 
lofe  their  time  in  attending  upon  you ;  and 
therefore  you  are  utterly  inexcufable  in  not 
relieving  diem  from  thofe  hardfhips,  when 
you  can  do  fo,  barely  by  doing  juftice.  How 
can  you  expe^ft  a  bleffing  from  God  upoit 
your  own  endeavours,  when  you  are  guilty 
of  fo  much  cruelty  and  injufHce  to  others  i 
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when  you  are  guilty  of  fo  much  injuilice  to 
the  very  men  by  whofe  labour  ye  are  fup* 
ported  ?  A  poor  man^  that  oppreffetb  the  poor 
(faith  Sokmonjj  is  like  afweeping  rain  which 
leaveth  no  food^  Prov.  xxviii.  3.  Nature 
hath  formed  us  to  compailionate  the  cala- 
mities we  endure ;  and  therefore  a  poor  man 
ihould  as  naturally  expert  aid  and  confola- 
tion  from  his  brethren  in  the  fame  condi- 
tion^  as  the  parched  and  impoverifhed  Earth 
cxpedls  relief  from  the  fliowers  of  Heaven : 
confequently,  when,  inftead  of  being  aided, 
he  is  opprefled  by  his  brethren,  and  the 
little  remains  of  his  fubftance  are  torn  from 
him,  he  is  then  in  the  condition  of  the 
earth,  ravaged  and  ruined  by  the  very  means 
appointed  by  Providence  to  refrefh  and 
make  it  fruitful;  and  all  its  feed,  all  the 
means  and  hopes  of  a  future  harveft,  fwept 
away  with  its  beft  mould.  A  poor  man^ 
that  opprejfetb  the  poor^  is  the  cruelleft 
monfter  in  nature ;  and  it  is  the  juf):  judg- 
ment of  Almighty  God,  that  with  what 
meafure  you  mete^  it  fhould  be  meafured 
unto  you  again.  He  that  doth  wrongs  faith 
the  apoftle.  Col.  iii,  25,  Jhall  receive  for 
the  wrong  which  be  bath  done  i  as  be  both 

done. 
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JonCj  it  jhall  be  done  unto  bim  j  bis  reward 
Jhall  return  upon  bis  own  bead. 

And  therefore,  my  brethren,  as  ye  expedt 
mercy,  and  prote6tion,  and  bleffing,  from 
God;  do  juftice  and  judgment  to  all  you 
have  to  deal  with ;  and  be  merciful  after 
your  power :  for  tbe  righteous  Lord  lovetb 
rigbteoufnefs ;  and  wbatfoever  good  any  man 
doetb,  tbe  fame  jhall  he  receive  of  tbe  Lord. 
^—So  that  a  man  Jhall  fay  y  Verily ^  there  is 
a  reward  for  the  righteous ;  Verily ^  there  is 
tf  G  o  D  that  judgeth  the  earth. . 
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For  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  HH>fki^ 

but  to  the  evil.     Wilt  tbou  then  not  bi 

afraid  of  the  power?  Do  that  v)bi4:bis 

good^  and  tbou  Jhalt  have  praife  qf  the 

fame : 

For  be  is  the  minijier  of  God  to  tbee  for 
good.  But  if  tbou  doejl  tbat  wbicb  is  eml^ 
be  afraid ;  for  be  bearetb  not  tbefword  in 
vain ;  for  be  is  tbe  minijier  of  GoD^  an 
avenger  to  execute  wratb  upon  bim  tbat 
dotb  evil. 

IN  thefe  words  St  P^/ layeth  down  the 
duty  and  charaacr  of  a  good  Ruler  j 
and  the  fum  of  what  he  faith  is  this. 

Firft,  That  all  Rulers  are  the  Mioiilers  of 
God. 

Secondly,  That  they  are  appointed  by  Him 
for  the  good  of  Mankind*    And, 

T  3  Thirdly, 
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Thkdly,  As  a  confequence  firom  this, 
that  the  duty  of  their  ftation  is  to  en- 
courage and  reward  righteoufnefs^  and 
punifh  iniquity. 

And,  Firft,  Rulers  are  the  Minifters  of 
God. 

Whoever  confideteth  the  great  wifdom 
Jind  goodnefs  of  God  in  the  creation  of  the 
world,  will  find  all  the  parts  of  it  moil  ad- 
ihiraUydifpofed,  and  perfedly  fitted  for  the 
good  and  happinefs  of  all  his  creatures.  And 
whereas  all  the  other  creatures  were  formed 
for  the  ufe  of  man,  and  anfwcr  that  end  in 
proportion  to  their  health  and  flrength ; 
therefore  man  is  not  only  indebted  to  God 
for '  the  immediate  excellence  of  his  own 
conflitution,  but  alfo  for  the  flrength  and 
health  of  the  inferior  creatures  made  fub- 
fenrient  to  him.  But  forafmuch  as  this 
health  and  ftrengdi  of  the  creatures  would 
be  of  no  ufe  to  mankind,  without  the  ad- 
vantage of  their  own  mutual  aid  (becaufe 
they  could  not  fingly  fubdue  them  to  their 
fervice),  or,  if  they  were,  would  conilitute 
but  a  fmall  part  of  their  happinefs,  com- 
pared with  the  blefTmgs  of  fodety  j  there- 
fore God  Almighty,  in  willing  the  happi- 
nefs 
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nefs  of  his  creatures,  principally  willed  their 
living  in  fociety,  and  in  a  friendly  inter- 
courfc  of  focial  virtue. 

And  forafmuch  as  man  is  not  only  fitted 
to  advantage  his  fellow-creatures  in  fociety, 
but  likewife  to  difquiet  and  annoy  tliem  • 
and  is,  fix)m  the  variety  and  violence  of  his 
paflions,  too  often  tempted  fo  to  do ;  there- 
fore God,  in  willing  the  happinefs  of  man- 
kind in  fociety,  muft  neceffarily  be  fuppofed 
to  will  the  reftraint  of  fuch  unruly  paffions, 
as  would,  if  unreftrained,  inevitably  over- 
throw and  deftroy  all  that  happinefs :  for  he 
that  willeth  the  end,  muft  always  be  fup- 
pofed to  will  all  honeft  and  proper  means 
neceffary  to  that  end. 

Now  forafmuch  as  the  paffions  and  per- 
verfc  humours  of  men  arc  no  otherwife  to 
be  refVained  but  by  eflablifhing  a  coercive 
'power  over  them;  that  is,  by  vefting  an 
authority  in  fome  one  or  more  perfons,  to 
corredt  and  reprefs  the  enormity  of  fuch 
paffions  and  inclinations ;  therefore  it  wais 
neceffary,  to  the  well-being  of  fociety,  that 
God  Almighty  (hould  veft  fome  perfons 
with  authority  and  power,  to  reftrain  the 

T  4  unruly 
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unruly  wills  and  paffions  of  men,  by  proper 
degrees  of  puniihment  and  terror. 

From  hence  It  appeareth,  that  all  govern- 
ment and  authority  of  men  over  others  in 
fociety,  is  from  God^  and  that  all  rulers  are 
his  minifters ;  agreeably  to  thofe  paliages  in 
Scripture,  where  God  is  called   King  of 
kings^    and    Lord  of  lords^    and,  the  only 
Potentate  I    plainly  implying,    that  God 
hath  the  fame  rule  and  authority  over  all 
fupreme  earthly  powers,  that  they  have  over 
their  inferior  minifters :  and,  confequendy,  as 
inferior  miniilers  are  by  the  appointment  of 
thofe  in  authority  over  them;  kings,  and 
princes,  and  rulers,  of  all  denominations, 
are  by  the  appointment  of  Almighty  God; 

and  are,  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle, the 

minifters  of  God:— which  was  the  firft 
thing  to  be  proved. 

The  next  propofition  laid  down  from  the, 
text,  is  this.  That  all  Rulers  are  appointed 
by  God  for  the  good  of  Mankind.  And 
altho'  this  be  a  plain  confequence  from  their 
being  the  minifters  of  God,  who  always 
willeth  the  happinefs  and  well-being  of  his 
creatures  j  yet  will  it  not  be  amifs  to  illu- 
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ftrate  this  point  a  little  more  ckariy  and 
folly. 

The  duty  of  doing  good  is  fo  pkiidy  at 
once  the  inftindl  of  nature,  and  didtatc  of 
reafon,  as  well  as  the  diredion  of  religion, 
that  moralifts  are  now  perfcdlly  agreed  in  it  ^ 
and  vouch  with  one  voice,  that  love  and  be* 
nevolence  are  the  fundamental  principles 
that  fhould  govern  and  conduct  our  lives ; 
and  that  all  the  laws  of  nature,  as  far  as  ihef 
refpedl  fociety ,  arc  reducible  to  this  one;  viz. 
That  every  man  livmg  do  all  poflible  good 
offices  to  every  other,  as  far  as  in  him  lieth. 

And  as  this  duty  is  of  univerfal  extent^ 
becaufe  every  man  living  is  in  fome  fort  fitted 
for  it;  fo  is  it  more  eminently  incumbent 
upon  thofe  whom  God  hath  blefifed  with 
greater  abilities,  and  better  opportunities, 
for  the  difcharge  of  it.  Hence  it  is,  that  we 
find  the  charge  of  doing  good  more  parti- 
cularly direiSed  to  the  rich :  Charge  them 
that  are  rich  in  this  v)orld  (faith  the  apoftie) 
that  they  do  good  s  that  they  be  rich  in  good 
works.  And  forafmuch  as  men  in  autho- 
rity, and  high  ftation,  have,  firom  the  nature 
and  condition  of  thofe  ftations,  greater  mea- 
fures  of  wealth  and  affluence  devolved  upon 

them, 
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them,  proportioned  to  their  power ;  there- 
fore the  charge  to  the  rich  more  eminently 
refpeiSteth  the  great  and  powerful  of  man- 
kind. 

Add  to  this,  that  they  can  do  ten  thoufand 
good  offices  at  a  much  cheaper  and  eafier 
rate  than  others.  They  can  often  do  good 
without  any  c.xpence,  and  almoft  without 
any  trouble,  merely  from  the  influence  of 
their  power,  and  their  example. 

And  as  they  are  more  able  to  do  good 
than  other  men,  fo  are  they  alfo  more  ob- 
liged :  it  is  their  immediate  and  diredl  duty; 
and  they  are  fupported  by  the  public  for 
thefe  very  ends :  for  the  adminiftration  of 
Jufticc,  and  every  other  virtue  that  refpedt- 
teth  the  well-being  of  fociety :  for.  For  this 
caufe  pay  you  tribute  alfo  (faith  the  apoftle) ; 
fir  they  are  G  o  o'i  minijiersy  attending  conti^ 
nually  on  this  very  thing. 

All  conditions  of  life  are  honourable  in 
proportion  to  their  ufefulnefs  to  mankind ; 
and  for  this  reafon  governors  are  more  ho- 
liourable  than  other  men,  becaufe  good 
governors  are  more  ufeful ;  are  benefad:ors 
to  greater  numbers  of  mankind.  It  is  this 
fingle  confideration  that  intitleth  them  to 

higher 
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higher  degrees  of  veneration  and  obfervance. 
And  indeed  it  would  be  ill  confiftent  either 
with  the  wifdom  or  goodnefs  of  God,  to 
beftow  fuch  diftinguifhing  advantages  upon 
the  governors  of  mankind,  for  any  lower 
or  lefs  worthy  purpofes.  To  imagine,  that 
God  fendeth  great  men  into  the  world,  like 
the  Leviathan  into  the  fea,  to  fport  and  take 
their  paftime  therein ;  to  abufe  their  power 
and  aiBuence  to  tyranny  and  oppreflion,  to 
luxury  and  excefs,  and  to  the  lawlefs  gratifi- 
cation of  their  unruly  appetites  and  paffions; 
were  equally  impious  and  abfurd. 

ff^hy  boafteji  thou  thyfelf^  thou  tyrant^ 
that  thou  canjl  do  mifcbiefj  whereas  the 
goodnefs  of  God  endureth  yet  daily  ?  This 
is  the  jufteft  reproach  upon  tyranny,  that 
ever  was  penned.  The  bufinefs  of  a  good 
ruler  is  to  imitate  the  goodnefs  and  the  ju- 
ftice  of  God.  A  tyrant  reverfeth  this  noble 
charafter,  and  employeth  all  that  power  to 
the  vileft  and  the  worft  ends,  which  were 
given  him  by  Almighty  God  for  the  nobleft, 
and  the  beft. 

And  therefore  the  great  and  diftinguifti- 

ing  advantage  that  men  derive  from  their 

fuperior  power,  and  honour,  and  affluence, 
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is  in  realj^  this,  and  this  Onlyt  Tfau  their 
abilities  to  do  good  are  inlaigpd;  ^lat  now 
their  poveix  beareth  fome  propcfftion  to  die 
benevolence  of  a  good  mind;  their  hig^  fta- 
tion  enableth  them  to  fee,  and  to  relieve,  the 
■j^D:e{ntiesof  all  around  them.  Agreatami 
ipod-like  advantage ! 

When  God  exaltedi  one,man  above  an- 
other, it  is  for  the  iame  reafon  that  he  ezalt- 
jEth  the  mountains  above  the  level  lands. 
Creat  men  are  the  riling  grounds}  they  are 
the  eminences  of  the  earth,  which  more  im- 
mediately, and  in  greater  abundance,  receive 
the  dew  of  Heaven :  but  then  let  them  re- 
member, they  receive  it,  not  to  retain  it  all 
to  themfelves,  but  rather  to  convey  it  thence 
to  more  advant^e,  to  refrefli  the  humble 
valleys,  and  the  indigent  earth  beneath 
them. 

.  But  fiirthcr — Rulers  are  not  only  to  do 
good  by  the  exercife  of  their  power ;  but  alio 
by  the  influence  of  their  example. 

The  whole  w^ld  is  fwayed  by  example  ; 
and  is  either  reformed,  or  ruined  by  it,  ac- 
cording as  it  is  good,  or  evil.  Families  natu- 
rally  fall  into  an  imitation  of  their  Fathers : 
armies  are  fwayed  1^  the  example  of  their 
Cap- 
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Captains ;  and  nations  by  the  example  o^ 
their  Governors.     Regis  ad  exemplum^  is  an 
old  and  known  obfcrvation :  their  praftice 
is  a  filent  precept,    and  oftentimes  more 
powerful  than  their  avowed  and  open  com- 
mands; and  for  this  plain  reafon,  Their 
public  orders  are  often  the  directions  of 
policy,  and  fometimes  very  oppofite  to  their 
private  inclinations;  and  therefore  a  prudent 
man  will  not  always  care  to  be  too  ftri<9b 
and  rigid  an  obferver  of  them ;  becaufe  he 
well  knoweth,  fuch  an  officioufnefs  may  be 
fatal  to  him :  but  their  example  is  a  fure 
guide;   what  they  pradtife,  they  certainly 
approve  of,  otherwife  they  would  not  do  it; 
for  who  will  fay  unto  tbem^  What  doeft  thou  ? 
And  as  their  example  is  of  great  importance 
in  every  inftance  that  refpefteth  the  peace 
and  well-being  of  fodety,  it  is,  for  that  rea- 
fon, of  the  laft  confequence  in  the  concerns 
of  religion,  upon  which  the  peace  and  well- 
being  of  fociety  fo  mainly  and  fo  evidently 
depend :  infomuch  that  they  who  have  been 
hardy  enough  to  difclaim  the  advantages  of 
religion    upon  other    accounts,    have  not 
fcrupled   to  fubfcribe  to  them  upon  this: 
suid  therefore  the  care  of  religion  hath  al- 
ways 
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ways  been  accounted  a  principal  and  moil 
important  duty  of  governors,  l^  all  that  have 
ever  treated  that  fubjed:  with  wy  tolerable 
maftery.    And  forafmuch  as  all  ixligion  de* 
pendeth  upon  the  regularity,  the  purity,  and 
excellence,  of  the  public  w(»rfhip  of  God; 
and  thefe,  again,  upon  the  adminiftration  of 
an  orderly,  a  learned,  and  religious  mini- 
ftry  J  neither  fwelled  with  arrogance,  from 
excefs,  nor  funk  to  fervility  and  ignorance^ 
from  penury ;  the  fupport  of  fuch  a  miniftry 
in  their  temporal,    their  civil,  their  legal^ 
their  religious,  their  divine,  their  immemo- 
rial, their  neceflary  rights,  I  will  venture  to 
&y,  is  the  nobleft  and  moil  beneficent  office 
of  the  nobleft  and  moft  beneficent  employ- 
ment under  Heaven.     And  if  this  be  true 
with  refpeiS  to  rulers  in  general,  it  is  cer- 
tainly more  peculiarly  fo,  with  regard  to 
thofe  rulers,  and  their  reprefentatives,  whom 
the  Providence  of  God  hath  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  pureftChriftian  Church;  and  who 
pride  thenifelves  upon  the  glorious  and  di* 
ftinguifhing  titles  of  Defenders  of  tbe  Faith. 
And  that  it  is  ftri&ly  true  of  all  Rulers  upon 
earth,  needs  little  fagacity  to  difcern,  or  in^ 
genuity  to  acknowlege  i  foraihiuch  as  a  very 
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moderate  portion  of  humility  and  good  un- 
derftanding  will  enable  the  mightieft  of 
mortals  to  fee  the  manifeft,  the  ncceflary 
dependence  of  all  human  affairs,  upon  the 
council  and  dire(Stion  of  his  all-wiie  and 
powerful  Providence,  who  vijiteth  the  earthy 
and  bleffeth  it,  and  maketb  it  plenteous  z 
who  putteth  down  one^  and  fetteth  up  an^ 
other  I  and  at  his  pleafure  poureth  contempt 
upon  princes  !  Who  commandeth  thefun^  and 
it  rifeth  noty  and  fealeth  up  the  Jiars :  who 
alone  Jiilleth  the  raging  of  the  fea^  and  the 
noife  of  bis  waves ^  and  the  madnefs  of  the 
people^ 

And  thus  much  in  proof  of  the  fecond 
propofition  laid  down  from  my  text  j  That 
rulers  are  appointed  by  GoD|  for  the  good 
of  npiankind. 

I  proceed  to  the  confequence  deduced 
from  this  propofition;  viz.  That  the  duty 
of  their  ftation  is  to  encourage  and  reward 
Jlighteouihefs,  and  punifh  Iniquity. 

And,  firft.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  good  go^ 
vernor,  to  encourage  and  reward  Righteouf- 
nefs ;  that  is,  every  thing  that  is  virtuous  and 
praife-worthy  in  life:  they  fliould  regard  that 
precept  pf  the  prophet,  as  peculiarly  dir 
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rtded  to  diem.  Say  ye  to  tberigkemts^  that 
it  Jball  be  Hvett  witb  h'm. 

Such  is  the  nature  of  man,  that  he  doth 
not  Only  need  to  be  with-held  from  doing 
evil,  but  to  be  encouraged  to  do  welL  For 
as  he  is  a  being  capable  of  doing  much  mif^ 
chief  to  his  fellows  in  fociety,  fo  is  he  like^ 
wife  as  capable  of  doing  great  good,  altho' 
not  always  fo  rightly  inclined :  and  there- 
fore one  great  duty  and  end  of  government 
is,  to  cultivate  the  good  difpofitions  of  men, 
and  invite  them,  by  proper  rewards,  to  exert 
the  beneficence  of  their  nature  to  the  glory 
of  God,  and  the  good  of  their  fpecies.  And 
this  is  furely  a  great  and  a  God4ike  employ- 
ment !  It  is  here,  that  rulers  are  indeed  the 
minifters  of  God,  when  they  are  employed 
in  promoting  virtue,  and  piety,  and  the  arts 
of  Hfe ;  in  diflfiifing  peace,  and  joy,  and  hap- 
pinefs,  all  around  them !  And  as  this  is  a  duty 
they  owe  to  Goo  and  the  world,  it  is  alfo  a 
duty  which  their  own  neareft  intereft  ex- 
adeth  from  them ;  forafmuch  as  the  felicity 
of  the  ruler  is  infeparable  from  that  of  the 
people  conunitted  to  his  care  5  and  muft 
eternally  rife  and  fall  with  it.  Befides,  that 
fuch  an  employment  as  this,  inlargeth  a 
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jnan's  capacity  of  happinefs  :  for  no  man  is 
as  happy  as  he  might  be,  that  hath  not  the 
power  and  the  pleafure  of  making  others  fo. 
And  this  fingle  confideration  demonflrates 
God  to  be  the  happieft  of  Beings,  merely 
becaufc  he  is  the  beft:  and  fo,  after  him,  they 
that  arc  next  in  goodnefs,  muft  be  next  alfo 
in  beatitude. 

From  hence  it  followeth,  that  the  condi-» 
tion  of  a  wife  and  a  good  governor,  prefide- 
ing  over  a  peaceful,  a  dutiful,  and  a  well- 
difpofed  people,  is  the happieflcondition of 
mortality.  And  on  the  other  hand,  fuch  a 
people  have  a  jufl  title  to  happinefs  under 
fuch  a  ruler;  and  to  be  protected  in  all  their 
religious  and  civil  rights  5  for  that  is  the  rea- 
fon  and  end  of  his  authority.  Nor  is  the 
charader  of  any  people,  in  point  of  duty  and 
loyalty,  to  be  impeached  by  any  fuppofed 
mifcondudt  of  particular  perfons  in  particu- 
lar points,  either  of  doubtful  or  difficult  de- 
termination, or  where  a  flxong  bias  of  intereft 
may  too  eafily  miflead  men,  otherwife  ho- 
neft,  dutiful,  and  loyal. 

Nay,  every  fingle  fubjed  of  that  character 
hath  a  right  to  all  thofe  advantages,  at  the 
hands  of  his  governor,  to  which  his  merits 
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sntitle  him :  for  he  that  rukth  mer  metiy 
fiould  be  juft^  ruling  in  the  fear  of  God. 
This,  David  affureth  us,  was  the  diredtion 
he  himfelf  received  from  the  mouth  of  Go  d, 
a  Sam.  xxiii.  3.  Tie  God  of  Ifrael  fmd^  the 
Rock  of  Ifrael  Jpake  to  me^  He  that  rukth 
over  mefiy  mujl  he  jufi^  ruling  in  the  fear 
of  God  3  and  juftice,  we  know,  giveth  every 
one  his  due.  Nay,  this  is  a  claim  which  the 
iruler's  own  felicity  virill  exad:  from  him,  as 
well  as  his  virtue  and  wifdom.  He  will  be 
folicitous  to  fearch  out,  and  to  reward  virtue 
and  merit  of  every  kind  5  not  only  becaufe 
it  is  his  duty,  but  becaufe  it  is  one  of  the 
nobleft  and  happieflemployments  that  agood 
mind  can  be  engaged  in ;  and  becaufe  the 
well-being  of  the  community  (which  is'  in- 
feparable  from  his  own)  is  greatly  concerned 
in  fo  doing. 

It  is  a  denunciation  of  uncommon  cala- 
mity, when  God  pronounceth  upon  his 
people,  by  the  prophet  Ifaiabj  that  he  will 
give  children  to  be  their  princes  ^  and  babes 
jkall  rule  over  them.  And  whether  mlers 
are  fo  in  years,  in  underftanding,  or  in  ne- 
gledl  of  their  duty,  the  calamity  is  equaL 
And  one  apparent  reafon  vdiy  it  is  io  (belides 

their 
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their  feeing,  and  hearings  and  ading  by 
other  mens  organs),  is,  becaufe  in  that  con^ 
dition  they  are  incapable  of  difcerning  the 
merits  of  men,  and  giving  them  their  due 
rewards  and  diftin(£tions,  upon  which  the 
national  felicity,  glory,  and  intereft,  will 
eternally  depend. 

It  is  related  of  Agefilaus^  that  he  bore  the 
&ult8  of  private  perfons  with  great  gentle- 
nefs,  as  ^  being  of  little  confequence ;  but 
chofe  of  princes  he  coniidered  as  of  mighty 
moment :  particularly,  floth  and  negligence 
he  regarded  as  moft  unbecoming  that  cha- 
nufter,  to  which,  in  his  judgment,  apper- 
tained the  pradice  of  every  thing  that  was 
beautiful  and  beneficent. 

When  the  righteous  are  in  authority 
(faith  Solomon) J  the  people  rejoice  i  but 
when  the  wicked  beareth  ruky  the  people 
mourn.  And  it  is  furely  a  circumftance  of 
uncommon  felicity,  when  the  Providence  of 
God  placeth  a  wife  and  a  righteous  ruler  at 
the  head  of  power :  for  who  fo  able  to 
fuftain  that  high  charader  with  dignity  to 
himfelf,  and  felicity  to  mankind,  as  one 
whofe  mind  is  improved  and  inlarged,  i% 
conducted  and  confirmed  by  principles  of 
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right  reafon,  religion^  and  virtue?  as  one 
whofe  innate  digni^  fetteth  him  above  fer- 
vile  or  felfiih  views  5  above  mean  and  mer- 
cenary meafures  ?  as  one  whofe  integrity  of 
heart  will  take  no  bias  from  partiality^  party, 
or  fycophant  calumny ;  difdaining  every  in- 
fluence but  thofe  of  truths  honour,  and  con- 
fcious  virtue  ? 

But  farther ;  A  good  ruler  is  not  only  to 
encourage  and  rewardRighteouiiiefs,  but  alfb 
to  difcountenance  Demerit,  and  punifh  Ini- 
quity. 

A  wife  governor  well  knoweth,  that  every 
advantage,  every  undue  diitindiion,  beflowed 
upon  a  worthlefs,  a  wicked,  or  unmeriting 
man,  is  fo  much  placed  to  the  fcore  of  his 
ignorance,  or  iniquity,  that  beftowed  it; 
arid  therefore  he,  of  all  others,  will  be  fo- 
licitous  to  fupport  that  part  of  a  righteous 

man's  character,  in  PfaL  xv. in  wbofe 

eyes  a  vile  perfon  is  contemned.  And  as 
he  will  be  careful  in  this  point  for  his  own 
honour,  fo  likewife  for  his  people's  happi- 
nefs :  The  ungodly ^  faith  the  pfalmift,  nvalk 
on  every  Jide\  when  they  are  exalt ed^  the 
children  of  men  are  put  to  rebuke.  The 
worft  men  are  fbmetimes  the  befl:  courtiers : 
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dextrous  in  their  addrefs,  and  equally  fupple 
and  fubtil  in  their  folicitations :  but  when 
they  fucceed,  the  public  fufFereth;  when 
they  are  exalted,  the  children  of  men  are  put 
to  rebuke ;  and  therefore  a  good  ruler  will  be 
careful  not  to  exalt  any  fuch. 

But  this  is  not  all. — He  muft  not  only  dif- 
countenance  iniquity ;  but  he  muft  punifh 
it.     And  altho*  the  bufinefs  of  puniftiment 
be  the  duty,  of  all  others,  leaft  agreeable  to  a 
good  and  humane  difpofition,  yet  muft  it 
be  executed,  and  that  too,  with  due  feve- 
rity :  fuch  a  feverity,  as  may  make  the  pain 
of  offending  againft  the  peace  of  fociety  al- 
ways exceed  any  pleafure,  or  profit,  or  ad- 
vantage, arifing  from  it.     And  a  good  go- 
vernor hath  always  thisconfolation  in  the  dis- 
charge of  fo  difagreeable  a  duty,  that  altho' 
one  fuffereth,  numbers  are  protedled  and 
relieved:    he  hath  alwajrs  the  fame  noble 
confideration  to  fupport  him  in  that  irkfome 
office,  which  the  orator  pleaded  for  the  pro- 
fecution  of  Ferres  j  that  altho'  one  man  was 
accufed,  a  nation  was  defended :  and  there- 
fore, as  nothing  would  be  more  unworthy 
the  charadler  of  a  good  Ruler,  than  to  fuffcr 
any  part  of  his  people  to  become  a  prey  to 
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fraud,  or  oppreffion,  o€  violence ;  fo  is  diere 
nothing  in  which  he  can  aflert  his  charader 
with  more  honour,  than  in  relieving,  pro- 
teding,  and  preferving. — A  Ruler  is  the 
Shepherd  of  his  people }  and  he  is  truly  and 
glorioufly  m  that  chara£i3er,  when  he  is  em- 
ployed in  refcuii^  and  defending  his  flock : 
a  good  Ruler  fhould  delight  to  be  feen  in  the 
fame  light  in  which  David  (hewed  himfelf 
when  he  was  e3camined  by  Saul^  in  i  Sam. 
xvii.  IJy  fervant  kept  bis  father^  sjbeepj  and 
there  came  a  lion  and  a  bear^  and  took  a 
lamb  out  of  the  flock :  and  I  went  out  after 
bimy  and  fmote  bim^  and  delivered  it  out 
of  bis  moutb\  and  wben  be  arofe  up  againji 
me  J  J  caugbt  bim  by  bis  beard^  and  fmote 
bim^  and  flew  bim:  tiy  fervant  flew  both 
tbe  lion  and  tbe  bear.  And,  no  doubt,  this 
noble  and  generous  fpirit  of  fubduing  op- 
preilion,  and  proteding  iimocence,  was  one 
rcafon  why  the  Providence  of  God  took  him 
from  the  ftieep-folds,  removed  bim  fromfoU 
hvoing  tbe  ewes  great  witb  youngs  that  be 
migbt  feed  Jacob  bis  people^  and  Jfrael  bis 
inheritance.  Nor  did  David  belye  thcfe 
early  promifes  of  good  government,  theie 
noble  earnefts  of  a  princely  genius ;  for  we 
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read,  that  he  did  indeed  feed  his  people  with 
a  faithful  and  a  true  hearty  and  ruled  them 
prudently  with  all  his  po^ver. 

And  as  David  is  an  example  of  a  wife 
and  a  good  governor.  Job  is  yet  a  more  per- 
feft  pattern  in  every  inflance  of  juftice, 
mercy,  and  protedion,  due  to  a  dutiful  peo- 
ple. When  the  ear  heard  me^  faith  he, 
then  it  bleffed  me-y  and  when  the  eye  faw 
mey  then  it  gave  witnefs  to  me :  becaufe  I 
delivered  the  poor  that  cried^  and  the  fa-^ 
therlefs^  and  him  that  had  none  to  help 
bimy  the  blejpng  of  hint  that  was  ready  to 
perifh  came  upon  me^  and  I  caufed  the  wi- 
dow's  heart  to  fng  for  joy.  I  put  on 
right  eoufnefsy  and  it  chat  bed  me  j  my  judg^ 
menty  was  a  robe  and  a  diadem  :  I  was  eyes 
to  the  blind,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame: 
I  was  a  father  to  the  poor,  and  the  caufe 
I  knew  noty  I  fearched  out.  I  brake  the  jaws 
of  the  wickedy  and  plucked  the  fpoil  out  of 
his  teeth.  Thefe  were  y(?A's  comforts !  The 
relief  he  adminiftred  to  others  in  the  time 
of  his  power  and  profperity,  were  his  own 
grcateft  relief  in  the  days  of  his  afBidtion. 
He  well  knew,  that  a  Ruler  beareth  not  the 
Jword  of  jujiice  in  vain:  that  he  is  the 
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Minifier  of  God^  to  relieve  the  afflided  and 
the  opprefied ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  exe^ 
cute  wrath  upon  every  foul  that  doth  evil. 

And  thus  I  have  gone  through  the  feveral 
parts  of  a  good  Ruler's  duty  and  character. 
Firft,  I  (hewed  you,  that  he  was  the  Minifter 
of  Gody — the  proudeft  tide  that  mortality 
can  boaft !  and  yet  this  tide  is  ftill  more 
ennobled,  from  the  fecond  cbniideration  laid 

down  from  my  text, That  he  is  the  MinU 

Jler  of  God,  for  the  good  of  mankind.  This 
is  the  great  end  of  government :  and  T^itus 
Vefpafian  had  a  true  notion  of  it,  when  he 
cried  out.  My  friends ^  I  have  not  reigned 
to-day*^  for  I  have  done  no  good^.  He 
knew,  that  to  be  a  Ruler,  was  to  be  a  bene- 
factor to  mankind;  and  therefore,  when  he 
ceafed  to  do  good,  he  ceafed  to  govern. 
And,  beyond  all  controverfy,  it  is  this  fpirit 
of  beneficence  which  hath  always  given  dig- 
nity, which  hath  often  given  divinity,  to  the 
grcateft  charaftcrs  of  antiquity.     And  it  is 

♦  I  chufe  to  report  it  thus  after  Tbemiflius  (Orat.  6. 
Paris  edition,  p.  8o.)  not  only  becaufe  tnis  {entiment  is 
more  to  my  prcfent  purpofe,  but  becaufe  it  is  much  more 
noble  and  worthy  a  great  prince,  than  that  reported  of 
him  by  Suetonius^ 

The  £imc  laying  is  alfo  tefortcdof  jfkxandtr  the  Great. 
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in  this  light,  that  Chriftianity  hath  reprc- 
fcnted  the  Blefled  Saviour  of  the  world ; 
whofe  glory  is  fummed  up  in  that  fhort  ac- 
count of   him, Who  ivent  about  doing 

good.  This  was  the  employment  that  diftin- 
guifhed  and  ennobled  the  charafter,  even  of 
the  Son  of  God. 

But  of  all  the  ways  whereby  men  In  power 
may  be  benefaftors  to  mankind,  that  of  in- 
fluencing them  to  goodnefs  by  their  example, 
as  it  is  in  its  own  nature  the  moft  lovely,  fb 
it  is  the  eafieft  in  the  pradtice,  and  the  moft 
inexcufable  in  the  negle<ft. — A  good  life  is 
a  ftrong,  a  living,  and  almoft  an  irrefiftible 
exhortation  to  goodnefs :  its  native  beauty 
attrafteth  the  love  and  admiration  of  all 
that  behold  it :  and  what  men  admire,  they 
imitate. 

The  King  that  governeth  his  kingdom 
virtuoufly  and  juftly  (faith  the  great  G&/- 
nefe  Philofopher*),  is  like  the  Nortb-Jiary 
ivbicb,  being  fixed  itfelf^  is  tbe  rule  tbe  reft 
goby. 

Good  men  in  power  are  lights  fet  up  on 
high :  they  are  beacons  to  diredt  men  in  this 

*  See  Navareifs  account  of  Cbina^  in  ChurcbiW^ 
coUe^luo^  vol.  I.  p.  119. 

turbu- 
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turbulent  and  (helvy  fea  of  life.  And,  lurely^ 
there  cannot  be  a  more  lovely,  there  cannot 
be  fo  lovely  an  o£Eice  in  life,  as  to  direft  to 
virtue  and  truth,  to  condud:  to  temporal  and 
eternal  happinefs !  Captain  of  our  fahation^ 
was  the  moft  glorious  tide  that  ever  was  con* 
ferred  upon  the  Son  of  God. 

In  the  lail  place  I  told  you,  that  the  duty 
of  a  good  governor  was  not  only  to  en- 
courage to  goodnefs,  and  to  reward  righ- 
teouihdGs,  but  likew;ife  to  difcountenance 
demerit,  and  punifh  iniquity.  And  altho* 
this  be  in  appearance  the  leaft  amiable  part 
of  the  Ruler's  duty ;  yet,  when  we  confider 
that  the  end  of  this  feverity  is  the  fafcty  and 
well-being  of  fociety  (for  the  punifliment 
of  a  few  is  the  prefervation  of  multitudes), 
we  (hall  find,  that  a  righteous  Ruler  is,  in 
this  refpedt,  afting  in  the  character  of  a 
guardian  Angel,  whofe  bufinefs  is  to  relieve, 
and  proteA,  and  preferve :  and  in  fo  doing 
to  diffufe  joy,  and  health,  and  happinefs, 
all  around  him.  Thefe  were  the  God-like 
difpofitions  that  made  Titus  the  delight  of 
mankind;  that  made  David  worthy  of 
empire  j  that  exalted  the  man  after  God*s 

own 
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own  heart  iiito  the  charadtcr  of  G  o  d*s  Mi- 
nifter.  Thcfc  were  the  rcfledions  that  fup- 
ported  Job  under  all  the  weight  of  his 
afBidions:  thefe  were  his  robe,  and  his 
diadem,  when  he  was  ftript  of  authority  and 
of  honour :  this  was  his  glory,  when  all  the 
grandeur  of  the  world  had  fbifaken  him.— — 
Was  this  the  glory  of  Job  ?  It  is  the  glory 
of  the  Great  G  o  d  of  Heaven !  For  what  is 
there  more  glorious, — ^what  is  there  fo  glo- 
rious, even  in  the  cxercife  of  Omnipotence, 
as  the  protedtion  and  prcfervation  of  the 
univerfe  ?  as  the  conununication  and  conti- 
nuance of  life  and  happinefs  to  that  infinity 
of  beings  which  he  hath  created  to  (hare 
in  his  felicity  ?  As  if  God  pould  not  be  in- 
finitely happy,  imlefs  that  happinefs  were 
infinitely  difFufed.  It  is  no  wonder,  then, 
if  thefe  are  the  offices  with  which  the  Al- 
migh^  is  peculiarly  pleafed,  as  being  the 
noblefl  imitations,  and  mofl  lovely  tran- 
fcripts  of  his  own  adorable  perfediions ;  fuch 
as  wUl  befl  referable  men  to  the  Divinity  in 
this  world  ^  and  make  them  happy  with  him 
to  all  eternity  in  the  next« 

This 
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This  happinefs.  He,  of  his  infinite  good-* 
nefs,  vouchfafe  to  all  thofe  wbo  by  pa^ 
tient  continuance  in  well-doing  feek  for 
glory^  and  honour^  and  immortality^ 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Jbsus  Chilist.    Amen. 


SERMON 


S  E  R  MO  N    XV. 

THE 

Mutual  Duty  of  Princes  and  People : 
Preached  on  the  Anniverfary  of  the 
Martyrdom  of  King  Charles  I. 

Prov.  XXV,  4,  5. 
TCake  away  the  drofs  from  the  Jiher^  and 

there  Jhall  come  forth  a  veffelfor  the  finer, 
^ake  away  the  wicked  from  before  the  King^ 

and  his  7'hrone  Jhall  be  eftabliJJjed  in  rigb^ . 

teoufnefs. 

IT  may  be  faid  of  this  colledtion  of  Pro^ 
verbsy  that  it  is  a  fyftem  of  Solomon's 
moral  wifdom ;  containing,  according  to 
the  common  divifion  of  the  Schools,  his 
Ethics,  Oeconomics,  and  Politics.  And  as 
they  feem  principally  written  for  the  ufe 
of  his  fon,  who  was  to  fucceed  him  in  his 
throne,  it  is  no  wonder  to  find  them  abound 
with  many  precepts  and  obfervations  of  An- 
gular excellence,  and  infinite  importance  to 
Princes :  fuch  as  thofe,  in  particular,  that  ad- 
monifh  him  to  deteft  and  difcountenance 
flattery,  falftiood,  bribery,  oppreffion,  cruelty, 

and 
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and  corruption  of  every  kind  i-  and|  on  the 
other  handy  admonUh  and  exhort  him  to 
give  all  poffible  countenance  and  encourage- 
ment to  truth,  integrity,  and  wifdom  5  to 
guard  againft  the  pov^r  of  his  own  paffions; 
to  be  patient  of  monitiqn  and  re[MXX)f ;  and, 
above  all,  to  found  his  dominion  in  juilice. 
Of  thcfe  excellent  precepts,  it  were  to  be 
wifhed,  that  the  following  divine  fentences 
were  deeply  engraven  on  the  crowns,  on  die 
thrones,  and  in  the  hearts  of  Princes. 

jis  an  ear-^ring  of  gold^  and  an  ornament 
of  fine  gold  J  fo  is  a  wife  reprover  upon  an 
obedient  *ear. 

The  Prince  that  wantetb  underfianding^  is 
alfo  a  great  opprejfor  i  but  he  that  batetb  co^ 
vetoufnefs  Jhall  prolong  bis  days. 

Take  away  the  drofs  from  tbe  fiver ^  and 
there  fiall  cotne  forth  a  veffel  for  the  finer. 
Take  away  the  wicked  from  before  the  King^ 
and  his  throne  fball  be  ejiablijhed  in  rigbr 
teoufnefs. 

Corruption  and  iniquity  are  in  empiresi 
what  drofs  is  in  nobler  metals ;  they  debafe, 
and  make  them  brittle.  A  mixture  of  drofs 
in  fiiver,  finks  its  value  and  its  beauty  3  makes 
it  firail,  and  lefs  fit  for  ufe :  it  will  neither 

bear 
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bear  the  hammer,  nor  the  fire  ;  nor  can  you 
mold  it  into  any  thing  excellent :  let  the 
drofs  be  removed,  and  the  parts  immediately 
recover  a  better  coherence  and  ftability; 
and  the  whole,  a  new  beauty,  and  a  higher 
value. 

Corruption  mixes  itfelf  with  empires,  as 
naturally  as  drofs  doth  with  metals  :  and  as 
naturally  robs  the  parts  of  their  due  cohe- 
rence and  ftability ;  and  debafcs  and  depre- 
ciates the  whole :  it  links  the  eftimation  and 
credit  of  a  kingdom,  and  a  crown,  in  the 
eyes- of  all  that  behold  it ;  makes  it  frail,  and 
unfit  for  tlie  purpofes  for  which  it  was  in- 
tended :  it  can  neither  bear  trials  nor  attacks 
from  without,  nor  heats  and  commotions 
from  within  :  remove  this  corruption  from 
it  (which  requires  the  higheft  Ikill  of  the 
finer),  it  quickly  acquires  a  new  luftre,  be- 
comes more  folid,  coherent,  and  ftable; 
rifes  at  once  in  eftimation  and  intrinfic  value: 
in  one  word,  it  is  then  rightly  fitted  to  anfwer 
its  nobleft  ends  and  ufes. 

From  the  words  thus  explained,  I  (ball  firft 
hy  down  thefe  plain  points  of  doftrine : 

I.  That  all  permanent  power  muft  be 
founded  in  Juftice}  and  that,  in  order  to 

I  cflfea: 
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efFedt  this,  all  perfbni  in  power  mufV 
carefully  guard  againil  the  influence  of 
evil  advifcrs. 

IL  I  will  apply,  in  the  beft  manner  I  can, 
thefe  obfervations  to  fome  few  of  thofe 
tranfadlions,  which  occafioned  the  fad 
folemnity  of  this  memorable  day. 

And,  laftly.  From  the  great  mifcondudt  of 
many  men  in  thofe  times,  and  the  abo- 
minable corruption  of  others,  I  will 
make  jind  apply  the  moft  ufeful  obferva- 
tions and  inferences  I  can,  to  the  perfons 
and  charavSers  of  the  prefent  times. 

And,  firft.  All  power  that  would  be  ftabic 
and  lafting,  muft  be  founded  in  Juftice. 

And  this  propolition  holds  equally  true  of 
all  power  whatfoever ;  whether  arifing  from 
public  authority,  or  private  property,  or 
fuppofed  merit  of  any  kind  :  becaufe  juftice 
is  the  only  folid  and  permanent  foundation 
of  all.  It  is  the  foundation  upon  which  all 
focieties  are  built;  and  the  great  cement  that 
'  keeps  all  the  parts  of  them  together -/in 
which  not  only  Princes,  Rulers,  Judges,  and 
other  Minifters  of  juftice,  but  like  wife  every 
private  man,  are  in  fome  meafure,  guar- 
dians 
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dians  of  every  man's  property ;  and  every 
fingle  aft  of  injuftice  is,  in  reality,  injurious 
to  the  whole  3  is  a  violence,  and  an  infult, 
upon  the  public  peace ;  and  is,  befides  this, 
an  indignity  and  offence  againft  God,  the 
great  guardian  and  governor  of  the  world. 

Wicked  counfels  and  devices  may,  indeed, 
fucceed  for  a  while;  but  to  imagine,  that  they 
ihall  hold  out  always,  that  they  fhall  prevail 
fteadily,  and  permanently,  againft  the  efta- 
blifhed  order  and  conftitution  of  things, 
againft  the  natural  and  joint  interefts  of  man- 
kind, and  againft  the  fuperintending  power, 
wifdom,  and  juftice  of  God,  is  juft  as  weak^^ 
as  if  a  man  ftiould  imagine,  that  he  could  by 
private  artifice  fufpend  the  great  law  of  gra- 
vitation, and  hinder  bodies  from  tending  to 
their  natural  centres  j  becaufe  he  finds  he 
can  for  a  time  obftruft  the  one  in  its  imme- 
diate and  apparent  effedls,  and  interrupt  the 
other  in  their  natural  progrefs.  In  one  word, 
the  imagination  is  as  wild,  and  as  weak,  a$ 
it  is  wicked. 

If  then  power  can  be  permanently  founded 
in  nothing  but  juftice,  it  is  a  clear  and  felf- 
evident  confequence,  that  all  perfons  in 
power  ihould  guard  againft  the  influence  of 

.     X  evil 
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evil  advifers  \  forafmuch  as  ail  fuch  naturally 
tend  to  pervert  and-  v^arp  them  from  the  ways 
of  juftice,  and,  confequently,  to  fap  the  only 
folid  foundation  upon  which  their  power  is 
built. 

To  apply  this  to  the  purpofe  before  us  : 
The  King  of  England  is  the  guardian  of 
the  liberty  and  rights,  religious  and  civil,  of 
his  people.  This  is  his  true  character,  and 
the  only  foundation  of  his  power :  and  it 
was  rightly  and  judicioufly  obferved  by  a 
great  minifter  of  a  neighbour  nation,  that  a 
King  of  England,  who  will  be  the  man  of 
his  people  (that  is,  will  be  a  true  guardian 
of  their  rights  and  liberties),  is  a  great 
Prince ;  but  if  he  will  be  more^  he  is  710^ 
thin7. 

In  this  fituation,  he  hath  all  the  power 
that  a  good  man  fliould  take,  or  a  wife  man 
wifli ;  a  power  to  do  juftice,  to  defend  right, 
and  to  reprefs  wrong ;  that  is,  in  one  word, 
a  power  to  make  his  people  happy.  Should  a 
guardian  Angel  wifli  for  more  ?  and  fhould 
frail  and  fallen  man  be  trufted  or  tempted 
with  more  ? 

If  ever  there  was  aPrince  upon  the  Englijh 

throne,  that  Ihould  or  could  (with  fafety  to 

4  the 
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the  fundamental  rights  and  privileges  of  his 
people,  and  true  intereft  of  his  country)  be 
trufted  with  more,  King  Charles  the  Firji 
(of  blefled  memory)  was  apparently  that 
man :  a  Prince  of  more  perfonal  virtues, 
than  perhaps  any  one  Prince  recorded  in  hi- 
ilory ;  and  all  thofe  virtues  founded  upon 
their  only  fure  and  folid  bafis — true  religion, 
and  the  fear  of  G  o  o.  He  was  valiant,  tem- 
perate, juft ;  a  true  lover  of  his  people,  com- 
paflionate  of  their  errors  and  misfortunes, 
and  religioufly  tender  of  their  well-being. 
In  his  private  life,  equally  exemplary  in  filial 
piety,  in  paternal  affedtion,  and  in  conjugal 
fidelity :  a  lover  and  encourager  of  all  po- 
lite arts;  not  from  humour,  vanity,  or 
fafhion,  but  a  true  tafle  and  knowlege  of 
their  excellence:  flatuary, architecture, paint- 
ing, and  the  fcience  of  medals,  flourifhed 
under  him :  a  lover  and  patron  of  learning, 
and  a  great  example  and  encourager  of  reli- 
gion, which  he  equally  underflood,  and 
pradifed  in  its  purity ;  and  well  knew  how 
to  defend  j^ainfl  all  its  adverfaries,  and  died 
defending  it:  and  as  he  was  (under  God) 
its  great  flay,  it  is  no  wonder  that  it  fell  with 
him.     Surely  of  fuch  a  Prince  (humanly 

X  2  judging 
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judging  and  fpeaking)  it  may  with  great 
propriety  be  faid,  that  God  gave  him  in  his 
mercy,  and  took  him  away  in  his  indig-* 
nation. 

It  was  the  misfortune  of  this  excellent 
man,  and  unhappy  Prince,  whofe  charadter 
I  have  now  given,  and  whofe  cruel  murder 
we  this  day  deprecate  and  deplore,  to  be 
bred  under  maxims  of  government  ill  fuited 
to  the  genius  of  his  people;  and  mifled 
(through   the  equal  influence,    corruption, 
and  treachery  of  his  minifters)  by  counfels  of 
an  evil  tendency,  to  fuffer  the  beginning  of 
his  reign  to  be  blemifhed  with  a  conduft  ill 
befitting  his  true  character :  many  meafures 
were  entered  upon,  which  can  in  no  wife 
be  juftified  3  and,  I  truft  in  God,  will  never 
be  attempted  to  be  juftified  from  this  place. 
He  was  himfelf  early  fenfible  of  them,  and, 
upon  conviction,  granted  his  people's  petition 
of  right ;  whereupon  all  things  feemed  to 
promife  a  fair  profpedt  of  union  and  happi- 
nefs :  but  the  fubfequent  ill  condud:  of  fome 
of  the  King's  minifters,  the  diftruft  created 
by  2iPopip  counfellor  in  his  bofom,  by  illegal 
aids  and  loans  chearfully  given  by  Popijb 
rccufants,  and  favQurs  conferred  in  return ; 

and. 
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and>  above  all,  the  bitter  heart-burnings,  and 
long-working  animofities,  created  by  fo  long 
a  difufe,  and  fuch  frequent  and  fudden  dlfTo-  • 
lutions  of  Parliaments,  and  inflamed  by  a 
moft  feditious  Puritan  faction,  bred  too 
many  ill  humours,  to  be  eafily  corrected  and 
cured,  even  when  the  moft  healing  and  well- 
intentioned  meafures  were  taken  to  efFedt  it 
The  fever  was  too  high ;  fome  blood  muft 
be  fpilt,  and  that  the  beft  and  nobleft  of  the 
nation,  before  the  ferment  could  be  laid  j 
and  at  laft  the  difeafe  muft  end,  like  an  in- 
curable malignity,  in  the  ruin  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

The  gracious  Prince,  truly  and  tenderly 
aflfeaionate  of  his  people,  fenfible  at  hft,  that 
their  juft  rights  had  long  been  with-held,  re- 
folved  to  give  them  full  fatisfaAion,  and 
make  ample  reparation  for  all  the  preceding 
mifcondufts  of  his  reign ;  and,  to  fhew  the 
fincerity  of  his  intentions  towards  them,  fa-, 
tally  confented  to  make  themfelves  judges  in 
their  own  caufe;  and  now,  as  much  too 
complying,  as  he  had  been  reftive  before, 
confirmed  an  zQi  for  continuing  their  feflion^ 
until  they  had  fettled  every  thing  to  their 
own  intire  fatisfadion. 

X  3  WbpQvq: 
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Whoever  candidly  coniiders  the  extent  of 
the  prerogative,  at  this  Prince's  acceflion  to 
the  crown,  the  example  and  pra<9ice  of  his 
predeceflbrs  in  the  moft  exceptionable  parts 
of  his  condud:,  fupported  by  the  opinions 
and  writings  of  the  moft  learned  men  of  the 
age ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  refledts  upon 
the  pervcrfe  obftinacy,  and  reftive  refufals  of 
his  people  to  his  moft  juft,  and  reafonable, 
and  ncceflary  demands — demands  for  fup-* 
plies,    which   they  themfelves  occafioned, 

promifed,  and  made  neceflary will  find 

great  excufes  for  many  parts  of  a  condudt, 
which  he  can  neither  applaud  nor  approve. 

And  whoever  candidly  confiders  his  whole 
conduft,  from  th6  calling  of  his  laft  parlia- 
ment, to  the  day  of  his  death ;  and  weighs 
with  that,  his  compaffionate  fpirit,  his  true 
piety,  and  the  integrity  and  the  uprightncfs 
of  his  heart  j  cannot  but  acquit  him  (from 
that  moment  at  leaft)  of  all  tyrannous  and 
oppreflive  intentions  towards  his  people ;  as 
*well  as  of  the  guilt  of  that  black  and  unna- 
tural  rebellion,  which  began  in  the  tyranny 
of  the  people,  and  ended  in  the  tyranny  of 
an  u fur  per.  A  rebellion,  which  filled  thefe 
kingdoms  with  fedls  and  facrilege,  with  op- 

preflion 
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preflion  and  rapine,  with  blafphemy  and 
blood !  a  rebellion,  which  (however  begun) 
was  carried  on  with  the  moft  fhamelefs  hy- 
pocrify  that  ever  difgraced  religion  \  and  con- 
cluded with  the  moft  determined  cruelty  that 
ever  debafed  or  depraved  humanity ;  in  the 
cool  and  deliberate  murder  of  the  King, 
after  a  long  train  of  preceding  infults,  and 
outrages. 

What  ends  of  Providence  are  anfwered 
by  great  examples  of  fuftering  virtue,  exhi- 
bited to  the  world  at  certain  periods,  altho* 
obvious  to  us  in  many  circumftanccs,  arc 
fully  known  only  to  the  Almighty,  in  all. 
It  was  perhaps  neceflary,  that  fo  great  a  facri- 
fice  ftiould  be  made  to  the  fettlement  of  the 
beft  conftitution  in  the  world  upon  its  true 
balls  J  and  the  limiting  of  its  parts  to  their 
proper  bounds. 

It  was  perhaps  neceflary,  that  fo  great  a 
monument  fliould  be  fet  up  to  the  eyes  of 
Kings,  to  fliew  their  abfolute  dependence 
upon  the  great  Governor  of  the  world,  in 
common  with  the  meaneft  mortals:  to  fliew 
them  equally  fubjedt  to  the  faddeft  reverfcs  of 
fortune  ;  from  which,  no  dignity  of  ftation, 
or  confidence  of  power,  can  fecure  them : 

X  4  to 
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to  teach  them  the  neceff^  leflbn,  of  an 
humble  dependence  upon .  the  Power  and 
Providence  of  that  God,  who  at  his  will 
pouretb  contempt  upon  Princes^  and  weak^ 
eneth  the  ftren^tb  of  the  mighty :  to  teach 
them  to  cry  out  with  righteous  Job^  in  the 
day  of  their  downfal,  Know  now  that  God 
kath  overthrown  me  \  he  hath  fiript  me  of 
my  glory y  and  taken  the  crown  from  my 
head. 

It  was  perhaps  neceflary,  that  a  monument 
of  terror  fhould  be  fet  up  to  the  Princes  of 
a  free  people,  to  guard  them  againft  the  leaft 
approaches  or  attempts  to  tyranny :  to  teach 
them,  that  np  perfonal  merit,  no  excellence 
of  nature,  no  acquired  accomplifhments,  no 
combination  of  virtues,  c;m  give  quiet  to 
their  reign,  or  (lability  to  their  throne,  inde-^ 
pendent  of  the  affedtions  of  their  people. 

It  was  perhaps  neceflary,  that  a  monu- 
ment fliould  be  fet  up  to  the  people,  to  deter 
them  from  fedition,  and  popular  tumults  : 
to  fhe\y  them,  that  excefs  of  power  is  as  dan- 
gerous in  the  hands  of  their  reprefentatives, 
as  in  thofe  of  their  rulers  j  and  that  they  can 
as  haftily  degenerate  into  more  arbitrary  and 
cruel  tyrants. 

It 
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It  was  perhaps  neceffaiy,  that  the  evils  of 
both  extremes  (hould  be  equally  and  efFedhi- 
ally  felt,  in  the  commons,  and  the  ufurper; 
to  convince  all  thinking  men  of  the  nature 
and  neccffity  of  a  true  temperament  between 
both :  which  feems,  however,  neither  to  have 
been  throughly  underftood,  nor  properly 
purfued,  before  the  eftablifliment  of  things 
under  the  late  happy  Revolution. A  Re- 
volution, which  its  bittereft  enemies  have  no 
way  more  malicioufly  ftudied  to  revile,  than 
by  wrefting  it  into  a  parallel  with  the  tranf» 
fidtions  of  thefe  detefled  times. 

Which  brings  me  to  the  third  point  pro- 
pofed ;  which  was,  from  the  great  mifcon* 
dudt  of  many  men  in  thofe  times  (the  times 
of  the  great  rebellion),  and  the  abominable 
corruptions  of  others,  to  make  and  apply  the 
moft  ufeful  obfervations  and  inferences  I  can, 
to  the  perfons  and  characters  of  the  prefent 
times. 

In  the  firft  place,  then.  The  mifcondud 
of  fome  few  Ecclefiaftics  in  this  reign,  their 
intemperate  zeal  for  fome  ceremonials  in 
religion,  and  their  unwarrantable  ambition 
of  fecular  power,  fhould  be  a  monition  to 
the  Clergy  of  the  cftabliflicd  Church  (both 

of 
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of  the  prefent  age^  and  all  others)  to  keep 
themfelves  within  the  bounds  of  that  lawful 
authority,  and  thofe  juft  rights  and  privileges^ 
which  the  conftitution  hath  conferred,  and 
the  nature  of  tlieir  holy  calling  requires. 
And  their  very  enemies  mud:  do  that  juftice 
to  the  prefent  orders  of  Ecclefiaftics  amongft 
us,  as  to  own,  they  feem  in  no  difpoiition 
to  tranfcend  thofe  bounds ;  that  they  have 
learnt  a  true  Chriftian  temper  with  regard  to 
all  that  diflent  from  them ;  and  are  as  fin* 
cere  friends  to  liberty,  and  abhorrers  of  ar- 
bitrary power,  as  any  of  their  fellow  fub- 
jedls :  nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  the  higheft 
order  amongfl  them  hath  lately  given  as 
ftrong  a  proof  of  being  faithful  in  their  Epi- 
fcopal  charge,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  as  faith- 
fully and  as  difintereftedly  true  to  the  truft 
committed  to  them  by  their  Prince,  as  the 
beft  and  moft  truly  primitive  of  their  Chri- 
flian  predeceflbrs. 

To  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  the  Laity, 
the  wicked  tranfaftions  of  tliat  accurfed  re- 
bellion (hould  warmly  recommend  a  ftridl 
and  inviolable  regard  to  the  rights,  privileges, 
and  properties,  of  their  fellow  fubjeds.  The 
Lay  Lords  remembring,  that  when  they  had 

con- 
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confented  to  deprive  the  Bifhops  of  thei  rfeats 
in  Parliament,  they  were  themfelves  foon 
after  voted  ufelefs  (fo  facred  a  thing  is  pro- 
perty, fo  infedlious  and  catching  is  evil  ex-i 
ample !  fo  ruinous,  and  fo  ready  to  recoil 
upon  the  heads  of  thofe  that  fet  it  !)•  The 
Commons  remembring,  that  when  they  had 
robbed  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  of 
their  rights  and  privileges,  they  were  them- 
felves quickly  after  ftript  of  all  their  own ; 
and  made  as  arrant  vaffals,  as  they  had  before 
made  their  brethren,  and  their  betters :  draw- 
ing down  upon  themfelves  that  juft  judgment 
and  fcntence  of  our  BleiTed  Saviour,  With 
what  meajute  ye  metej  it  Jhali  be  meafured 
to  you  again. 

To  all  this  may  be  added,  that  the  tranf- 
aftions  of  thefe  times  fhould  make  both 
Lords  and  Commons  beware  of  contention, 
either  with  their  King,  or  each  other ;  al- 
ways remembring  that  fine  obfervation  of 
Solomon :  The  beginning  rf  Jtrife  is  as  when 
one  letteth  out  water-,  therefore  leave  off 
contention  before  it  be  meddled  with.  The 
true  tranflation  is  j  Therefore  let  go  conten^ 
tion  before  it  be  mixed :  that  is,  before 
things  are  fo  confounded  by  it,  that  it  is 

hard 
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hard  to  diftinguiih  who  is  in  the  rig^  and 
who  in  die  wrong.  It  i$  evident^  that^  in 
the  beginning  of  diis  wnnatnral '  rcbdJion^ 
ndkfaer  did  the  Kic^  mean  abfdutB  ppwer, 
nor  the  people  a.  democracy :  but  when 
once  the  contention  was  bqgun,  when  a 
breach  was  once  made  in  the  banks  of  the 
dike,  the  waters  roihed  out  widi  an  impe- 
tuofitjT  that  never  wasthou^of;  and  as 
they  flowed,  perpetually  widened  the  breach, 
until  ^ley  bore  down  all  befbie  them,  and 
in  the  and  laid  the  country  well  nigh  de- 
flate 

In  the  next  place.  Let  me  ferioufly  and 
earneiUy  admoniih  thofp  who  could  have 
no  fhar^  in  die  execrable  guilt  of  this  day, 
to  beware  how  diey  adopt  the  guilt  of  their 
anceftors,  not  only  by  turning  the  murder 
of  that  excellent  Prince  into  ridicule,  but 
likewife  by  defending  and  applauding  it  j 
end  celebrating  the  memory  of  nis  murderer, 
for  the  very  a<%  of  murder :  the  memory 
of  a  murderer,  a  parricide,  a  tyrant  Al- 
ways remembring,  under  what  charader 
they  are  concluded  by  the  wifeft  of  mortals, 
who  allow  themfelves  to  jeft  and  fport  with 
guilt:   Foob^  &ith  Solomm^  make  a  tnock 
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of  Jin.  Always  remembring,  that  he  who 
forbids  us  to  flay  the  innocent^  and  the 
righteous^  exprefly  declares,  in  the  fame 
fentence,  that  he  vntt  not  jujlify  thf 
wicked. 

Is  it  humane  to  infult  the  fallen  ?  Though 
neither  majefty,  nor  law,  norjuftice,  could 
proteft  this  unhappy  Prince  alive,  let  com- 
pailion  protect  him  dead :  give  him  quiet  in 
his  grave.  Is  it  Chriftian  to  trample  upon  the 
memory  of  a  King  truly  Chriftian  ?  A  man, 
whofe  private  character  not  malice  itfelf  hath 
tainted ;  owned,  by  his  very  enemies,  to 
have  lived  (otherwife  than  as  a  Ruler)  in 
all  the  innocence  of  a  Saint,  and  died  in 
all  the  majefty  of  a  King :  let  me  add  too, 
in  all  the  humility  of  a  ChrifHan,  and  all  the 

fteadinefs  of  a  Martyr. Is  it  wife  to  make 

merry  with  murder  and  parricide  ?  Is  it  de- 
cent to  infult  the  piety  and  wifdom  of  the 
Legiflature,  by  turning  a  folenm  and  reli- 
gious faft  into  a  day  of  feftivity  and  revell- 
ing ?  Is  not  this  wantonly  to  draw  the  guilt 
pf  blood  upon  their  own  heads  ? 

Surely  in  this  Prince  (if  ever  in  any  other) 
was  fully  verified  that  fine  obfervation  of 
Solomon  j  ^  righteous  man  falling  down  he- 

fore 
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fore  tie  mckcd  is;  as  a  tr<mUedr fitmtain^ 
^nd  a  corrupt  Jpring.  In  d^s , map's  fall»  tbc 
fou|itains  of  leveling,  religiont  and  virtue^ 
were  e£fedually  troubled  and  .cOTrupted  { 
but,  God  bepndfedy  they  are,  through  hiy 
unmorited  mercy,  once  more  cleanfed  and 
•cleared.  May  they  never  more  be  polluted 
by  the  fall  q{  the  nghteouSj  by  the  triumph 
of  the  wicked! 

■    .  ■ 

'  In  the  laft  place,  from  tihemem^  of  this 
execrable  rebellion^  Let  me  o^rt  you  to 
revive,  and  to  cultivate  that  antiquated  prin- 
ciple of  Chriftian  loyalty  3  a  principle,  which 
our  corruptions  have  almoft  banifbed  out  of 
the  world.  By  loyalty,  I  mean  fidelity  to 
the  conflitution  as  by  law  eftablifhed  3  and 
to  the  King  as  fupreme,  and  guardian  of  it. 
Such  fidelity,  as  was  fleadily  exhibited  to 
both,  by  thofe  noble  patriots  who  adhered 
to  their  royal  mafter  King  Charles  the  Firji^ 
in  all  his  misfortunes ;  many  of  whom  died, 
openly  declaring  and  avowing  it  with  their 
laft  breath,  to  the  confufion  of  their  ene- 
mies 3  and  fome  of  whom  happily  furvived 
the  calamities  of  their  King  and  Country, 
and,  to  their  immortal  glory,  fkved  the  con- 
flitution under  his  fon.     Let  us  learn,  firom 

their 
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their  great  ex^ples,  to  fear  God  and  the 
Kingy  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are 
given  to  change :  let  us  learn  from  their  ex- 
amples, as  well  as  from  the  facred  rules  of 
our  holy  religion,  to  defpife  and  deteft  their 
principles,  and  renounce  their  pradtices,  who 
walk  after  tbeflejh^  in  the  luft  of  unchannefs^ 
and  defpife  government  3  prefumptuous^  felf 
willed  J  they  are  not  afraid  to  fpeak  evil  of 
dignities.  And,  in  order  to  this,  let  us  care- 
fully guard  againft,  and  fteadily  oppofe,  thofe 
too  fafhionable  republican  principles,  which, 
under  the  pretence  of  more  zeal  for  liberty^ 
would  draw  us  again  into  double  thraldom. 
Thofe  principles  which  once  already  over- 
threw the  beft  conftitution  in  the  world,  and 
turned  a  free  people  into  utter  (laves.  Thofe 
principles,  which,  under  various  guifcs,  but 
of  late  more  particularly  under  the  malk  of 
patriotifm,  I  am  fatisfied  (in  the  mouths  of 
many  of  their  abettors)  mean  any  thing  ellc 
rather:  and,  if  God  in  his  wrath  fhould 
fufFer  them  to  prevail,  muft  end,  as  they  are 
i^itended,  in  popery  and  arbitrary  power: 
and  of  this,  I  think,  we  need  no  better 
proof,  when  we  hear  men  of  that  religion, 
and  men  of  none,  join  equally  in  the  cry. 

In 
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fore  the  wichd  is  as  a  troubled  fountain^ 
and  a  corrupt  fpring.  In  this  map's  fall,  the 
fountains  of  learning,  religion,  and  virtue, 
were  cflfedhially  troubled  and  corrupted; 
but,  God  bepraifed,  they  are,  through  his 
unmerited  mercy,  once  more  cleanfed  and 
-cleared.  May  they  never  more  be  polluted 
by  the  fall  of  the  righteous,  by  the  triumph 
of  the  wicked ! 

'  In  the  laft  place,  from  the  memory  of  this 
execrable  rebellion.  Let  me  exhort  you  to 
revive,  and  to  cultivate  that  antiquated  prin- 
ciple of  Chriftian  loyalty  5  a  principle,  which 
our  corruptions  have  almoft  banifhed  out  of 
the  world.  By  loyalty,  I  mean  fidelity  to 
the  conftitution  as  by  law  eftabliflied  3  and 
to  the  King  as  fupreme,  and  guardian  of  it. 
Such  fidelity,  as  was  fleadily  exhibited  to 
both,  by  tliofe  noble  patriots  who  adhered 
to  their  royal  mafter  King  Charles  the  Firji^ 
in  all  his  misfortunes ;  many  of  whom  died, 
openly  declaring  and  avowing  it  with  their 
laft  breath,  to  the  confufion  of  their  ene- 
mies ;  and  fome  of  whom  happily  furvived 
the  calamities  of  their  King  and  Country, 
and,  to  their  immortal  glory,  faved  the  con- 
ftitution under  his  fon.     Let  us  learn,  from 

their 


mm 


Ser.  1 5 .  Princes  and  People.        319 

their  great  examples,  to  fear  God  and  the 
Kingy  and  meddle  not  with  them  that  are 
given  to  change :  let  us  learn  from  their  ex- 
amples, as  well  as  from  the  facred  rules  of 
our  holy  religion,  to  defpife  and  deteft  their 
principles,  and  renounce  their  pradtices,  who 
walk  after  thejlejh^  in  the  lufi  of  unchannefs^ 
and  defpife  government  3  prefumptuouSy  felf^^ 
willed  J  they  are  not  afraid  to  fpeak  evil  of 
dignities.  And,  in  order  to  this,  let  us  care- 
fully guard  againft,  and  fteadily  oppofe,  thofe 
too  fafluonable  republican  principles,  which, 
under  the  pretence  of  more  zeal  for  liberty, 
would  draw  us  again  into  double  thraldom. 
Thofe  principles  which  once  already  over- 
threw the  beft  conftitution  in  the  world,  and 
turned  a  free  people  into  utter  flaves.  Thofe 
principles,  which,  under  various  guifes,  but 
of  late  more  particularly  under  the  malk  of 
patriotifm,  I  am  iktisfied  (in  the  mouths  of 
many  of  their  abettors)  mean  any  thing  elfc 
rather:  and,  if  God  in  his  wrath  ftiould 
fufFer  them  to  prevail,  muft  end,  as  they  are 
intended,  in  popery  and  arbitrary  power: 
and  of  this,  I  think,  we  need  no  better 
proof,  when  we  hear  men  of  that  religion, 
and  men  of  none^  join  equally  in  the  cry. 

In 
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In  the  name  of  God,  let  us  be  contented 
With  having  made  one  defperate  experiment; 
and  be  truly  thankful  to  God  for  having 
delivered  us  from  one  ruin  5  not  provoking 
him  to  heap  another  upon  our  heads. 

What  means  this  horrid  outcry,  not  only 
againfl  the  perfons,  and  characters,  but  the 
very  office  of  Kings !  Surely  That  at  leaft  is 
of  divine  appointment. 

Let  us  then  expe£t  Kings  without  faults, 
when  we  ourfelves  are  blamelefs.  Let  us 
then  hope  for  perfedt  models  and  mirrours 
of  majefty,  when  we  defcrve  them  :  when 
we  ftudy  perfeftion  in  ourfelves ;  when  we 
do  jujilyy  and  love  mercy ^  and  walk  bumbfy 
with  our  God. 

In  the  mean  time,  is  it  wife,  is  it  loyal, 
is  it  Chriftian,  to  vilify  the  charafters  of  Kings, 
upon  every  occafion  ?  and  expofe  every  fup- 
pofed  error  of  their  government,  and  in- 
firmity of  their  nature  ?  We  are  loud  upon 
many  points  of  mifconduftin  Princes,  which 
we  can  never  know  with  certainty ;  and  ful- 
lenly  filent  upon  many  advantages  of  their 
adminiftration,  which  we  fee  and  feel.  One 
thing  we  know,  that  our  gracious  Sovereign, 
God  be  praifed,  hatli  great  and  good  qua-- 

lities; 
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lities  J  fortitude,  integrity,  and  truth  5  and 
a  heart  truly  honeft  and  proteftant,  ftranger 
to  guile,  and  detefting  diffimulation.  This 
alfo  we  certainly  know,  that,  under  his  admi- 
niftration,  we  enjoy  many  great  and  inva- 
luable  bleffings  j  freedom  and  plenty,  peace 
and  truth.  For  which  we  arc  bound  truly 
and  fincerely  to  thank  God  5  and  to  our 
thanks  are  we  bound  to  join  our  daily,  our 
cameft,  and  inceffant  prayers,  that  God 
would  infpire  his  heart  with  every  Princely, 
and  every  Chriflian  grace,  and  blefs  and 
profper  his  reign.  Give  the  King  tbyjudg-^ 
mentSy  0  Gody  and  thy  righteoufnefs  unto  the 
King's  fon.  That  in  bis  days  the  righteous 
may  flourip  j  in  his  days,  and  in  the  days  of 
his  defcendants,  with  abundance  of  peace ^  as 
long  as  the  moon  tndureth. 

Which  Thou  of  thine  infinite  mercy  grant, 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


S  E  R- 
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Psalm  x.'  ver.  3. 

For  the  wicked  beafteth  of  his  hearth 
defire\  and  blejfeth  the  covetous^ 
whom  God  ahhorreth. 

THIS  pfalm  c6mplains  to  God  of  the 
riotous  oppreffion  of  wicked  men> 
and  declares  the  humble  dependence  of  the 
righteous  upon  his  providence  and  proteftion. 
But  the  queftion  is.  Why  thefe  oppreflbrs  and 
pei-fecutors  fpeak  well  of  the  covetous  ?  The 
anfwer  is  veryeafy,  Becaufe  they  are  the  fame* 
perfons. Oppreffion  is  the  efFeft  of  Ava- 
rice :  for  few  men  have  ever  arrived  to  fuch 
a  degree  of  depravity,  as  to  diftrefs  and  in- 
jure others,  out  of  wantonnefs  and  gayety  of 
heart:   that  were  a  depravity  more  Aan 

devilifh ! No ;  the  wicked  boajieth  of  his 

heart's  dejire  :  that  is^  he  hath  ifarong  appe- 

Y  1  titcs 
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t  jtes  and  paffions  eager  to  be  gratified ;  and  if 
this  cannot  be  done  without  oppreffion,  and 
invafion  of  his  neighbour's  property,  yet 
done  it  muft  be,  at  any  rate :  and  when  it 
is  done,  it  muil  be  defended  in  the  beft 
manner  he  can.  Now  this  defence  cannot 
be  drawn  from  any  of  the  principles  of  reafon 
and  virtue  (for  thefe  are  ail  againft  him)  | 
and  therefore  he  muft  carry  it  off  with  a  high 
hand;  be  boq/ktb  of  bis  bearfs  defire,^-^ 
Why  fliould  not  he  confult  his  own  happi- 
nefs,  and  trample  every  thing  under  foot 
that  ftands  in  his  way  to  it  ?  As  for  his  ene- 
mies, that  is,  all  thofe  whom  he  hath  made 
fo  by  his  oppreflions,  be  puffetb  at  tbem^ 
faith  the  pfalmift.  He  hath  now  arrived  to 
a  height  of  power  that  fetteth  him  above 
their  refentments ;  and  as  for  their  griev- 
ances, he  rcgardeth  them  not :  the  happi- 
nefs  or  mifery  of  others  is  nothing  to  him : 
—he  hath  thrown  off  all  fenfe  of  humanity, 
and  the  next  flep  he  takes,  is  to  fhake  off  his 
religion  too :  for  foon  after  it  foUoweth,  JHIp 
bath  /aid  in  his  hearty  God  bath  forgotten  j 
be  hideth  bis  face ;  be  will  never  fee  it. 

Here  we  may  obferve  the  gradual  progrefs 
of  impiety  in  a  wicked  heart :  Firft,  A  man 

refolves 
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refolves  to  gratify  his  unruly  appetites  in  all 
their  demands :  this  cannot  be  done,  with- 
out invading  his  neighbour's  property :  then 
follow  fraud  and  oppreffion.  After  he  hath 
rioted  in  his  wickednefs  for  fome  time  with 
impunity,  he  then  applauds  his  happinefs,  and 
openly  vaunteth  his  vices  5  be  boaftetb  of  bis 
hearfs  defire.  However,  he  hath  yet  fome 
little  remains  of  confcience,  and  fenfe  of 
Divine  vengeance  hanging  over  him,  and 
that  he  muft  get  rid  of  as  faft  as  he  can. 

The  compafs  of  this  difcourfe  will  not 
allow  me  to  purfue  the  progrefs  of  impiety 
through  all  its  gradations ;  and  therefore  I 
ihall  confine  myfelf  to  that  fingle  point  which 
is  principally  alluded  to  in  that  part  of  my 
text — 'the  covetous y  ivbom  God  abborretb. 

In  fpeaking  ^o  which  words,  I  (hall  con- 
fider  them  as  intirely  abftrafted  fi-om  the  oc- 
cafion  of  them  in  this  pfalm,  and  only  deduce 
this  one  point  of  plain  doftrine  from  them— 
"  That  covetoufnefs  is  a  vice  in  a  very  parti- 
"  cular  manner  abhorred  and  detefted  byAl- 
**  mighty  God" — and  that  for  thefe  following 
reafons : 

I.  Becaufe  it  is  a  vice  diredUy  oppofite  to 
the  goodnefs  of  God. 

'      Y  3  IL  Be- 
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.  n.  Becauieitisaviceveryoppofitetothe 
',       Divine  mercy.    And,  ' 

III.  Becaufe  it  is  idolaOy. 

Firft,  I  fay,  Covetouihe&  is  a  vice  pecu« 
liarly  abhorred  of  God,  as  being  diredly 
pppofite  to  die  Divine  jgo6dne& :  {or  covet* 
ouiheis  is  an  inordinate  defire  of  wealth;  that 
1^  an  unreafonable  defire  both  of  acquiring 
find  retaining  it.  Now  the  end  of  wealth, 
beyond  all  qxieftion,  is  to  ferve  the  neceflities 
and  conveniencies  of  life,  and,  after  that,  to 
be  a  fupply  for  charity  and  beneficence. 
Whereas,  then,  the  covetous  man  is  often- 
times fo  far  from  confulting  the  convenience 
and  well-being  of  other  men,  that  it  is  very 
well  if  he  fupplies  his  own  neceflities ;  it  is 
plain  he  ads  in  dired:  contradiction  to  the 
ends  of  wealth,  and  to  all'thepurpofes  of 
the  Divine  goodnefs,  in  bellowing  the  blef^ 
fing  of  life  upon  mankind. 

If  we  would  form  a  right  idea  of  the  Di- 
vine goodnefs,  we  fhould  confider  Almighty 
God  as  a  Being  of  infinite  perfection  and 
felicity;  full,  and  indefectible,  completely 
happy  in  Himfelf,  and,  confequently,  inca- 
pable of  any  acceffion  oiF.  happinefs  from  any 
thing  clfe.    To  confider  a  Being  fo  confli- 

tuted. 
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tuted,  creating  a  world,  perhaps  an  infinity 
of  worlds,  and  in  them  many  infinities  of 
creatures,  to  fhare  in  his  felicity  3  as  if  he 
could  not  be  infinitely  happy,  unlefs  that 
happinefs  were  infinitely  difRifed !  how  glo- 
rious, how  amazing  an  idea  of  the  Divine 
goodnefs,  is  this !  and  yet  how  infinitely  be- 
low the  reality !  Was  man  then  created  ia 
his  image  ?  Was  he  impreffed  with  a  flrong 
inilind:  of  univerfal  love  and  good-will  to  all 
the  world  about  him  ?  Is  this  principle  the 
charaifteriftic  of  every  thing  that  is  great  and 
good  in  life  ?  Is  it  the  noblefl  imitation  and 
refemblance  of  the  Divinity  ?  Nay,  is  it  not 
almoft  the  only  remain  of  that  glorious  fimi- 
litude  in  which  we  were  made  ?  And  is  not 
the  wretch,  that  centres  all  his  regards  in 
himfelf,  and  defaceth  this  divine  impreflion, 
this  god-like  form,  from  his  foul ;  is  not  this 
wretch  the  mofl  abjed,  the  mofl  worthlefs,  of 
God's  creatures?  How  is  he  fallen,  and  de- 
formed beyond  expreffion !  the  very  reverfe 
of  G  o  D  and  goodnefs !  And  is  it  poffible, 
that,  in  that  abandoned  condition,  he  can 
be  other  than  theobjedl  of  Divine  deteflation? 
the  covetous^  whom  God  abborretb. 

And  as  he  is  thus  monifarous  in  the  fight 

y  4  «f 
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of  God,  he  is  not  lefs  fo  in  his  relation  to 
mankind  :  for,  as  the  feveral  ftates  and  fo- 
cieties  of  men  are  termed  bodies  politic  3  fo, 
in  truth,  they  bear  a  greater  analogy  to  ani- 
mate bodies  than  is  commonly  im^ined. 
The  governing  part  of  fociety  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  heart,  the  principle  of  life  and 
motion ;  frorii  whence  the  blood  is  difFufed, 
firft,  to  the  nobler  vitals,  and  thence  to  the 
feveral  limbs  and  parts  of  the  body,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  bulk  and  ufe  i  in  like  man- 
ner as  wealth  is  more  immediately  derived 
upon  the  nobler  members  of  fociety,  and 
from  thence  to  the  minifterial,  and  lefs  noble : 
and  as  the  blood  was  intended  for  the 
fupport  of  the  whole  body,  confidercd  as 
fuch,  and  not  for  the  fubfiftence  of  any  par- 
ticular limb,  otherwife  than  as  that  limb 
makes  a  part  of  the  whole,  and  a  proper  con- 
veyance to  fome  other  part  below  it  5  fo 
wealth  was  never  intended  for  any  one,  or 
any  number  of  men  in  fociety,  how  great  or 
noble  foever,  but  for  the  whole  body  poli- 
tic. And  altho'  the  principal  members  of 
the  ftate  receive  it  by  greater  chanels,  and  in 
greater  quantities,  than  their  inferiors,  as  the 
arm  receiveth  greater  quantities  of  blood, 

and 
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and  by  larger  arteries  and  veins,  than  any  of 
the  fingers ;  yet  was  that  wealth  never  in- 
tended for  their  fole  ufe,  any  more  than  that 
blood  was  intended  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the  arm, 
without  any 'regard  to  the  fingers. — Now, 
fince  this  is.  exaftly  the  cafe,  let  us  confider 
what  would  be  the  confequence  of  any  uur 
natural  check  in  this  circulation ;  for,  if  any 
part  receive  its  nourifhment  in  its  proper 
proportion,  and  retain  it  unduly ;  muft  not 
fome  other  part,  of  neceflity,  be  defi-auded  ? 
nay,  perhaps,  a  great  number  of  parts?  And 
what  will  be  the  confequence,  even  to  that 
which  retaincth  more  than  it  ought,  but 
pain,  and  an  unnatural  tumor  ?  And  hath 
not  this  an  evident  tendency  to  render  the 
whole  body  difeafed,  and  monflrous  ? 

From  hence  we  may  gather,  how  utterly 
unfocial  this  vice  is!  and  how  ruinous  it  muft 
of  neceflity  be  to  the  public,  if  God,  in  hij 
wrath,  fhould  fufFer  it  to  become  epidemir 
cal  in  any  fociety  !  becaufe,  then,  the  mem- 
bers of  that  fociety,  inftead  of  contributing 
to  their  mutual  happinefs,  by  all  the  offices 
of  humanity,  and  a  fair  commerce,  muft  lay 
themfelves  out  to  defraud  and  over-reach  one 
another,  by  all  the  evil  arts  imaginable ;  and, 

con- 
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confcquently,  muft  contribute,  as  much  as 
in  them  lieth^  to  their  mutual  deftruftion*. 

But,  fecondly, Covetoufnefs  is  a  vice 

particularly  detefted  by  Almighty  God,  be- 
caufe  it  is  fo  very  oppofite  to  the  Divine 

mercy. Now  mercy  is  that  attribute  of 

the  Almighty,  which  reprefenteth  him  com- 
pafiionate  of  the  miferies  and  diftrefles  of  his 
creatures,  and  ready  at  all  times  to  relieve 
them,  when  they  call  upon  him :  it  is  that  ^ 
attribute,  which  rendereth  his  infinite  power 
and  wifdom  peculiarly  amiable  to  the  fons 
of  men :  it  is  that  attribute,  which  he  hath 
more  fully  and  emphatically  fet  forth  in  the 
Holy  Scriptures,  than  any  other  5  as  if  he 
delighted  to  be  known  by  no  other  name 
than  the  God  of  mercy :  and  as  he  hath 
made  it  the  great  charaiteriftic  of  his  own 
nature,  he  hath  alfo  made  it  the  ftrong 
inftindt,  and  the  great  ornament  of  ours, 
as  well  as  the  higheft  and  moft  important 
duty  in  life :  he  hath  bound  it  upon  us  by 
the  ftrongeft  engagements,  and  the  fevereft 
penalties  imaginable. Nay,    our  blefled 


*  As  was  but  too  fatally  found  in  the  late  pernicious 
South  Sea  fchemet 
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Saviour  Jesus  Christ  hath  gone  fo  far,  as  to 
make  it  the  fucn  of  all  religion :  and  hath 
reprefented  the  day  of  judgment  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  if  .the  determination  of  our  final 
ftate  intirely  depended  upon  the  difchairgc  of 

this   iingle   duty. Depart  from  me^   ye 

curfed,  into  everlafitng  fire,  prepared  for 
the  devil  and  bts  angeh :  for  I  was  an  bun-. 
gred,  and  ye  gave  me  no  meat ;  I  was 
^hir^y,  and  ye  gave  me  no  drink ;  ajtranger, 
and  ye  took  me  not  in;  nakedj  and  ye 
eloatbed  me  not ;  Jick,  and  in  prifon^  and  ye 
•aifted  me  not.  And,  befides  all  this,  charity 
is  a  virtue  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  in  this 
world,  this  vale  of  forrow^  and  afflidtion, 
that  one  would  think,  if  neither  God  nor 
reafon  injoined  it,  our  very  miferies  would 
force  it  upon  us.  Since,  then,  this  virtue 
is  of  fuch  infinite  importance,  fo  neceffary 
to  the  miferies  of  this  life,  as  well  as  to  the 
felicities  of  the  next ;  of  fuch  near  refem- 
blance  to  the  mercy  of  God,  and  of  fuch 
peculiar  acceptance  with  him ;  furely  avarice, 
its  great  enemy,  which  ftiuts  the  eye,  and 
flops  the  ear,  and  hardens  the  heart  to  the 
cries  and  complaints,  and  calamities,  of  our 
fellow- 
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fellow-ereatures^  muft  be,  in  a  pa^t^o^ 
manner,  detefbble  in  his  4gbt. 

And  here  I  muft  obferve,  that  that  covet- 
oufhefs which  makes  a  oian  unjuft,  is  a  much 
worfe  kind  of  covetou((iefs,  th^  that  which 
makes  him  only  uncharitable.  He  that  wjthr 
holds  his  bounty  or  beneficence  fi-om  me,  is 
iinjuft  to  his  Maker,  and  cruel  to  his  own 
foul,  as  well  as  to  me  ^  but  he  that  with* 
holds  my  juA  right  from  me,  or  oppreilctly 
me  in  the  purfuit  of  it,  is  a  villain,  and  % 
robber ;  is,  in  the  eye  of  Gop  and  juftice,  a 
much  viler  wretch  than  the  robber  upon  the 

high  road : he  robs  in  the  fpirit  of  calm 

cruelty,  from  the  fulnefs  of  pride,  and  the 

ihfolence  of  power. ^Want  and  neceffity 

carry  their  excufe  along  with  them;  and 
therefore  the  poor  robber  is  to  be  pitied, 
even  when  he  is  to  be  punifhed ;  but  the  rich 
robber  is  altogether  inexcufable,  is  utterly 

deteftable. And  however  their  power  and 

their  numbers  may  proteft  them  in  this 
world  (for  God  knows  they  are  but  too 
numerous),  the  time  will  come,  when  they 
will  be  the  fcorn  and  derifion  of  men  and 
angels  :  when  even  thofe,  whom  they  now 
opprefs,  will  have  but  too  much  reafon  to 

pity 
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pity  them ;  when  everlafting  mifery  in  an- 
other world  fhall  be  the  reward  of  their  cru- 
elty and  iniquity  in  this. 

But,  thirtUy,  The  covetous  are,  in  a  par- 
ticular manner,  deteftable  in  the  fight  of 
God,  becaufc  they  are  idblaters.  Thus  the 
apoftle,  in  the  vth  chapter  of  his  eipiMc  to   , 

the  EpbejSanSj  at  the  Jtii  verfe : Tk's  ye 

intne,  that  no  whoremonger,  nor  unclean ' 
perfin,  nor  covetous  many  who  is  an  idola' 
tety  bath  any  inheritance  in  the  kingdom  of 
G>rift,  and  if  God.  And  again,  in  the  iiid 
chapter  to  the  Volojians,  at  tlic  5th  verfe ; 
Mortify  therefore  your  members  which  are 
upon  the  earth ;  fornication^  uncleannefs,  in- 
ordinate affeSiiohs,    evil  concupifcence^   and 

covetoufnefSy  which  is  idolatry. And  that 

it  is  fof  is  plain ;  becaufc  the  very  efleoce  of 
wbrfhip  confifts  in  iervihg  and  confiding  in 
the  obje<ft  of  our  woMhip :  For  all  the  exter- 
na a^  of  devotion  are  only  To  many  pro- 
pier  indications  of  tn^  and  obedience,  and 
are  ultimately  referred  to  them.  Now  it  is 
certain,  that  the  covetous  man  both  confidec 
in  his  mammon,  and  ferves  him  widi  all  his 
heart  and  foul.  T\A  firft  of  tbefc  is  plainly 
implied  in  the  xxzift  diapter  of  Joh,  at  the 
24th 
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24th  and  28th  veries ;  where  that  righteous 
man,  freeing  himfelf  from  the  imputation 
of  avarice,  acknowi^eth,  among  other 
fuppofitions,  that  if  he  had  put  his  truft  in 
his  wealth,  he  might  juftly  be  charged  with 
idolatry :  If  (faith  he,  ver.  24th)  /  ba^t 
made  gold  my  bope^  or  bave  faid  to  the  fine 
gold^  Tbou  art  my  confidence^  Sec.  this  aljo 
were  an  iniquity ;  for  I  fijould  bave  denied 
the  God  that  is  above.  The  fame  thing  is 
*  evident  from  the  rich  man's  condudt  in  the 
parable,  who  enlarged  his  bai;n8,  and  laid 
up  goods  for  many  years :  for  when  he  had 
done  fo,  he  faid  to  his  foul,  Soul^  take  thine 
eafe^  eat^  drink^  and  be  merry.  Here  is  not 
one  word  of  gratitude  to  God,  for  the  bleff- 
ings  beftowed ;  or  dependence  upon  him,  for 
the  continuance  of  them :  for,  when  he  had 
treafured  up  an  immenfe  fortune,  he  then 
thought  he  had  a  fure  fund  of  felicity  5  and 
in  that  confidence  he  placed  all  his  hopes 
and  happinefs,  and  looked  no  farther.  The 
young  man  in  the  gofpel  is  alfo  a  fad  inftance 
to  the  fame  purpofe ;  who  chofe  rather  to 
leave  Chriit,  than  to  part  with  his  large  pof- 
feffions:  and  fuch  alfo  was  Demas-y  who 

forfook 
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forfook  the  apoftles,  and  renounced  ChrUli* 
anity,  to  cleave  to  ibis  prejent  world. 

Befides,  it  is  evident,  from  the  nature  of 
■the  thing,  that  the  covetous  man  is  the  flavc 
of  his  avarice,  and  not  the  fervant  of  Go  d  : 
for  God  commandeth  hita.  to  do  good  after 
bis  ability ;  but  avarice  forbiddeth  him  to  do 
any  good,  and  that  he  obeyeth :  God  com- 
mandeth him  neither  to  injure  or  oppreTs  his 
neighbour;   his  covetoufnefs  commandeth 
him  to  do  both,  where  he  hath  power  to 
fupport  him  in  his  villainy ;  and  he  doth 
both:  God  commandeth  him  to  fiWiz/ffMtff 
bis  wealthy  and  never  to  turn  away  his  face 
from  any  poor  man ;  but  his  avarice  command- 
eth him  to  (hut  his  hand,  and  to  turn  away  his 
eyes ;  and  he  doth  fo :  God  conunandeth  him 
to  lay  up  treafures  in  heaven;  and  not  to  lay 
up  treafures  on  earth,  where  moth  and  niji 
do  corrupt^  and  where  thieves  break  through 
and  Jieal;  liis  avarice  commandeth  him  to 
do  juft  the  contrary  j  and  he  obeyeth  it  reli- 
gioufly.     Is  not  then  the  covetous  man  an 
idolater  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  ?  Nay,  he 
is  the  worft  kind  of  idolater  in  the  whole 
world  i  becaufe  his  devotion  is  not  fo  much 
as  ultimately  reierr^  K)  God,  but  is  in  di- 
red 
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redt  contradidion  to  the  Divine  worfliip  in 
every  part  of  it  j  whereas  almoft  all  other 
idolatries  are  ainied,  at  leaft,  and  intended, 
to  God,  and  injoin  fome  kind  of  obediencb 
to  Him.  It  is  no  wondeir,  then,  that  covet- 
oufhefs  fhould  be  a  vice  fo  peculiarly  abhor- 
red of  God,  fince  it  is  fo  diredUy  deftrudtive 
of  all  religion,  and  iince  it  is  utterly  im- 
poilible  to  ferve  God  and  Mammon  at  the 
fame  time. 

And  thus  having  (hewn  jom  the  rea/ons 
why  covetoufnefs  is  fo  peculiarly  abhorred  of 
G  o  D  5  I  now  proceed  to  make  fbme  obferva- 
tions  upon  the  folly  and  danger  of  this  vice. 

The  defire  of  wealth  is,  beyond  all  que- 
ftion,  rightly  and  wifely  founded  in  our  na- 
ture ;  becaufe  it  is  neceflary,  in  wder  to  a 
competent  provilion  of  the  conveniencies  of 
life :  and  it  is  appointed  to  grow  with  our 
years ;  becaufe,  as  age  and  infirmities  come 
on,  which  dilable  us  from  the  aiftivity  and 
induftry  of  our  youth  \  fuch  a  ptDvifion  iis 
more  neceffary  to  fupport  the  wants  and 
weaknefs  of  old  age,  and  to  provide  for  an 
helplefs  iffue:  but,  when  that  provifion  is  not 
wanted,  or  is  already  made,  is  fufficiently 
and  abundantly  made  ^  to  provide  endleily, 

and 
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ind  without  any  rational  prolpefl,  to  toil 
and  flave  to  no  purpofe  that  can  be  named) 
is  furely  one  of  the  greateft  inflances  of  infa- 
tuation that  can  well  be  imagined !  but  in- 
deed it  ought  to  be  confidered  more  in  the , 
light  of  a  juft  curfe,  than  a  high  degree  of 
folly ;  that  thofe  wretches,  who  have  taken 
off  their  dependence  from  Almighty  God, 
and  put  their  confidence  in  their  riches, 
£hould  find  their  mlfery  and  their  plague  in 
thofe  very  things  wherein  they  vainly  fixed 
their  happinefs.  And  what  rendereth  this 
evil  yet  worfe,  is,  that  it  is  without  remedy ; 
for,  as  Arifiotle  righdy  obferves,  prodigality 
may  be  cured,  either  by  precept,  or  by  want; 
but  avarice  is  incurable;  becaufe  age  and  in- 
firmides  increafe  it :  and  this  is  fo  peculiarly 
the  vice  of  old-age,  that  in  youth  it  is  per- 
fectly monftrousi  Young  people  fhould  be 
beneficent,  to  be  agreeable :  to  indear  them 
to  mankind,  and  recommend  them  to  fuch 
friendihips  and  afiiibnces  in  life,  as  may  help 
them  in  their  feveral  purfuits  and  profpeds : 
and  therefore,  if  this  vice  be  indulged  in  that 
feafon,  the  confequence  is,  that  it  checks  the 
progrefs  of  every  thing  that  is  great  and  ex- 
cellent in  our  nature ;  and  it  is  impo0ible 
Z  to 
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to  fay  tx>  what  extravagances  of  folly  and 
madnefs  it  carrieth  its  wretched  votaries,  be- 
fore the  laft  period  of  life,  in  the  ordinary 
courfe  3  unlefs,  by  good  fortune,  it  happen 
to  flarve  them  in  the  way. 

Good  God!  what  a  lamentable  profped  is 
It  to  contemplate  upon  the  folly  and  mifery 
of  mankind  in  this  point !  to  fee  a  p£u-cel  of 
groveling  wretches  given  up  to  endlefs  an- 
xiety and  delufion  j  focrificing  all  the  enjoy- 
ments of  life,  their  health  and  happinefs : — 
hay,  ^perhaps  their  very  lives  and  fouls,  for  a 
poor  pittance  of  glittering  duft,  that  hath  no 
value  but  in  the  ufe ;  and  yet  is  never  in- 
tended to  be  ufed  :  for  a  covetous  man  al- 
ways overlooks  the  end,  and  fixeth  upon  the 
means:  nay,  he  dreads  the  enjoyment  of 
his  fortune,  as  much  as  he  doth  the  lofs  of 
it ;  and,  indeed,  to  him  they  are  the  fame 
thing.  Now  this  defire  is  plainly  againfl 
reafon  and  nature,and  therefore  'ds  infatiable. 
Every  defire  that  is  natural,  is  eafily  fatisfied; 
becaufe  it  is  limited,  and  hath  proper  ob- 
je6ls  fuited  to  it.  Thus,  if  a  man  be  him- 
gry,  he  will  be  fatisfied  when  he  hath  eaten 
a  good  meal ;  and  his  hunger  is,  for  fbme 
time  after,  no  more  than  if  it  had  never  been: 

and 
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and  if  he  eat  more  than  nature  requires,  he 
is  loaded  and  opprefled  :  fo  likewife  if  he  be 
thirfly,  fuch  a  proportion  of  drink  as  nature 
demands  will  quench  and  allay  that  thirft, 
and  then  he  Is  at  reft. — It  is  plain,  therefore, 
that  covetoufnefs  is  not  a  defire  of  nature, 
but  a  difeafe :  it  is  the  thirft  of  a  dropfy ;  the 
more  it  drinks,  the  more  it  delires,  and  the 
more  it  is  inflamed.     A  covetous  man  may 
indeed  imagine,  that  fuch  a  certain  fum  or 
portion  of  wealth  will  fatisfy  his  defires,  and 
make  him  fit  down  happy,  and  contented  j 
but,  alas!  he  is  deceived:  for,  as  Solomon 
finely  obferveth,  he  that  loveth  Jiher^  JJoall 
not  befatisfied  ivitbjilver ;  nor  he  that  loveth 
abundance^  with  increafe.     And  the  reafon 
is  evident :  for,  if  a  man  fet  his  heart  and 
aflPeitions  upon  one  talent  which  he  hath  no 
need  of,  and  think  he  would  be  happy  to 
attain  it ;  it  fe  plain,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  that  he  muft  think  two  talents  would 
make  him  twice  as  happy,  and  three  talents 

thrice  as  happy,  and  fo  on  to  infinity. And 

therefore  it  is  plain,  a  covetous  man's  love  of 
money  always  muft  be  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity:  if  he  love  an  hundred  pounds  well, 
for  its  own  fake,  he  muft  love  two  hundred 

Z  2  twice 
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twice  ^  well,  and  fo  on. — ^Hence  it  is,  that 
the  defires  of  the  covetous  always  increafe 
with  their'eftate ;  and  every  day  they  grow 
richer,  they  difcover  new  wants,  and  new  nc* 
ceflities :  and  a  new  purchafe,  which  a  co- 
vetous man  hath  fet  his  heart  upon,  is,^  to 
him,  as  real  a  want  as  any  in  nature ;  nay, 
perhaps,  a  much  more  craving  and  painful 
one,  as  falfe  appetites  are  more  violent  and 
Jnfatiable.  And  what  is  mofl  lamentable, 
is  (as  I  before  obferved),  that  this  defire  grow- 
cth  with  his  years,  when  it  cannot  poflibly 
have  any  meaning,  or  any  end :  to  fee  men, 
whofe  income  is  double  their  expence,  nay, 
perhaps,  ten  times  more,  and  that  income 
as  long  as  their  lives ;  perhaps,  too,  childlefs, 
and  in  the  decline  of  life ;  without  heir,  nay, 
without  any  relation  they  can  think  them- 
fclves  in  confcience  obliged  ta  make  a  for- 
tune for  \  to  fee  fuch  creatures  anxious  of 
gain,  as  if  their  daily  bread  depended  upon 

\\. There  is  (faith  Solomorty  in  the  ivth 

chapter  of  his  Ecclef.  verfe  %.)one  alone ^  and 
there  is  not  a  fecond^  yea^  be  hatb  neither 
child  or  brother  -,  yet  there  is  no  end  of  all 
his  labour  j  neither  is  his  eye  fatisjied  with 
riches  i   neither  faith  he^  For  whom  do  I 

labour^ 
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labour,  and  ffereave  my  foul  of  good  ?  This 
elfe  is  vanity ;  yea^  it  is  a  fore  travail. 

If  men  of  this  character  Kave  any  remains 
of  religion,  they  generally  fup^rt  themfelves 
under  this  ftupid  conduit,  by  refolutions  of 
bequeathing  fome  part  of  their  fubftance  to 
pious  or  public  ufes  at  their  death ;  and  . 
yet,  if  they  have  any  degree  of  right  refie- 
^tion,  they  cannot  but  fee  this  to  be  a  fenfc- 
leis  fubteriuge :  we  give  to  God,  when  we 
have  no  one  elfe  to  give  to,  that  hath  any  kind 
of  rational  claim  to  the  fruits  of  our  labours ; 
we  return  to  God  fome  part  of  what  we  de- 
rived from  his  bounty}  but  we  take  care  to  let 
all  the  world  fee  we  are  as  ungrateful  as  we 
poffibly  can;  for  we  pay  nothing  as  long  as 
ever  we  can  with-Rold  it  from  him  j  and,  at 
length,  out  of  our  great  gencrofity,  we  give 
him  the  preference  of  what  we  cannot  keep, 
and  do  not  know  how  elfe  to  dlfpofe  of. 
A  death-bed  chari^  is  nearly  upon  the  fame 
foot  of  merit  with  a  death-bed  repentance ; 
the  mifer  parts  with  his  money,  as  the  finner 
doth  with  his  fins ;  becaufe  he  can  keep  them 
no  longer.  Can  any  thing  be  more  Abfurd, 
or  more  notorioufly  unmeriting  at  the  hand  of 
God,  tbaafucbabenefiiftkm?  Andyet,fuch 

Z  3  ^  «8 


342  Avavice  tncon/ijient  with  Ser.i6« 

as  it  is,  it  is  by  much  the  wifeft  and  moft  ra* 
tional  part  of  the  mifers  conduft.  One  great 
caufe  of  their  folly  in  this  refpeft  is  this :  they 
imagine  their  power,  and  the  refped:they 
meet  with  in  the  world,  depend  upon  their 
wealth,  and  muft  diminifh  with  it ;  and  they 
are  certainly  right  in  thinking  fo»  as  long  m 
they  have  no  other  claim  to  the  efteem  or  re- 
gard of  mankind:  God,  in  his  juft  judgments 
hideth  from  fuch  wretches  the  glory,  the  ho- 
nour,  the  veneration,  that  attend  upon  be« 
neficence :  he  hideth  from  them  that  inex* 
preflible  complacency  and  gladnefs  of  heart 
that  refults  from  confcious  virtue,  from  the 
difcharge  of  duty,  from  the  relief  of  diftrefs, 
and,  above  all,  from  the  propagation  of 
piety,  and  virtue,  and  happinefs,  all  around 
them.  How  glorious  an  employment  is  it 
to  be,  in  the  beft  fenfe  of  the  word,  one's 
own  executor  in  the  management  of  a  plen- 
tiful fortune,  for  the  good  of  mankind,  and 
gk  i*y  of  God  !  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
chivice,  or  fraud,  or  law,  to  fupprefs  or 
co7»:terfeit  your  will,  or  defeat  your  good 
intentions,  for  the  fervice  of  religion,  and 
the  felicity  of  your  fellow-creatures !  This 

^crc  a^kind  of  heaven  upon  earthy  this 

were 
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were  indeed  a  glorious,  and  a  god-like  ufe  of 
wealth !  but  it  is  a  glory .  the  groveling 
wretches  of  the  earth  are  unworthy  of :  and 
therefore  God  giveth  them  over  to  the  delu- 
iions  of  their  narrow  hearts,  to  be  blind,  as 
they  are  hardened ;  to  live  unloved,  and  die 
defpifed;  to  be  without  efteem  here,  and 
without  heaven  hereafter. 

In  the  laft  place.  To  pafs  by  all  that  train 
of  evils  which  covetoufnefs  almoft  neceflarily 
draweth  after  it,  fuch  as  pride,  cruelty,  op- 
preffion,  and  injuftice;  and  fuppofe  we  had 
no  account  to  give  for  the  getting  of  a  great 
eftate  j  yet  have  we  not  an  account  to  render 
for  the  ufing  of  it  ?  Doth  God  give  us  our 
poffeflions  in  property,  or  in  truft  only?  Con- 
feffedly  in  truft :  and,  if  fo,  muft  not  our  ac* 
counts  be  in  proportion  to  our  income  ?  Let 
a  man's  eftate  be  called  what  it  will  among 
men,  is  he,  in  the  fight  of  God,  proprietor 
of  any  more  than  ferveth  the  neceflities  and 
conveniencies  of  life,  and  a  proper  provifion 
for  a  family  P  that  is,  fuch  a  provifion  as  is 
competent  to  the  condition  of  life  we  are  in  ? 
And,  as  for  the  overplus,  is  he  not  fleward 
to  the  Almighty?  And  muft  he  not  one  day 
render  him  a  fcvere  aocouQt  ?  And  can  there 

Z  4  ^ 
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be  a  more  flagrant  madnefs  than  to  be  folicit- 
ous  only  to  increafe  our  income,  that  is,  how 
to  inflame  our  accounts  ?  whereas,in  allreafon> 
our  concern  ought  to  be  how  to  clear  them  j 
by  laying  out  what  we  receive  according  to 
the  truft  repofed  in  us.     And  therefore,  my 
brethren,  how  much  we  receive  of  the  good 
things  of  this  world,  let  that  be  at  the  will 
of  our  Mailer  s  but  be  it  our  concern  to  dif- 
burfe  them  as  we  ought. — Surely  then,  in  this 
refle<^on,  we  fhould  be  fo  far  from  defiring 
to  be  immenfely  rich,  or  envying  the  condi- 
tion of  thofe  that  are  fo ;  that,  even  if  no 
trouble  attended  the  attainment  of  wealth, 
nor  anxiety  the  keeping  of  it,  nor  vexation 
the  lofs ;  we  fliould  rather  envy  the  fafety 
and  the  fecurity  of  thofe  who  are  not  tempted 
with  fuch  dangerous  bleflings,  but  are  hap- 
pily delivered,  by  Almighty  God,  from  the 
heavy  account  of  a  great  eftate,  and  the  curfe 
of  a  covetous  mind. 

If  we  mufl  defire  without  bounds,  let  us 
apply  to  proper  objedts :  unbounded  defires 
fliould  have  objefts  that  are  fo  too.  Let  us 
then  turn  our  whole  hearts  to  thofe  man- 
fions  of  blifs,  where  only  there  is  fulnefs  of 
joy,  fulnefs  without  fatiety,  joy  without  allay ! 

and 
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and  abundance  without  avarice !  Pofleffions 
equally  unenvied,  unfading,  and  undifturbed! 
^bere  the  weary  be  at  reft^  and  there  the 
wicked  ceafe  from  troubling ;  they  hear  not 
the  voice  of  the  oppreffor.  There,  where  all 
will  enjoy  all,  and  the  power  and  plenty, 
and  pre-eminence  of  others,  will  be  new 
funds  of  mutual  and  perpetual  felicity !  la 
one  word,  where  our  utmoft  hopes  and  ex- 
peftations  cannot  poflibly  be  difappointed, 
but  by  being  infinitely  exceeded* 

To  which  manfions  of  confummate  and 
unenvied  felicity,  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  condudt  us  all,  through  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ. 
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SERMON    XVIL 

Prov.  vi.  ven6,  7,  8. 

Ver.  6.  Go  to  the  anty  thou  Jluggard^ 
consider  her  ways^  and  be  wife.- 
7.  Which  having  no  guideyoverfeer 

or  ruler ; 8.  Provideth  her  meat 

in  the  fummery  and  gather eth  her 
food  in  the  harvefi. 

IT  is  obfervable  of  Solomon^  that  as  he  is 
every-where  throughout  his  writings  zeal- 
ous in  the  praife  of  Induftry,  fo  he  is  no  lefs 
fcvere  in  the  reproach  of  idlenefs :  and  ye^ 
at  the  fame  time  that  his  indignation  is  ndfed 
againfl:  the  fluggard,  he  feems  more  at  a  iois 
how  to  inflru£t  and  reform  that  unhappyrace 
of  mortals,  than  any  other  whatfoever :  men 
of  every  other  character  were  capable  of  im- 
provement from  application  and  Induftry : 
but  what  could  be  expedtcd  from  thofe  who 

were 
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wore  too  lazy  to  put  any  precepts  into  pra^ 
GtkCy  however  ufbful  and  wife?  Had  he  tCm. 
ferred  them  for  inftrudlion  to  the  fchools  of 
philosophy,  many  precepts  mufl:  be  learned^ 
and  many-books  turned  over ;  and  they  muft 
have  refolved  upon  a  regular  courfe  of  ftudy 
and  difcipline,  before  di^y  pQuld  attain  thofc 
habits,  and  that  wifdom  they  wanted ;  and 
this  he  knew  would  be  death  to  them,  even 
to  think  of:  iatnd  therefore  the  ihorCpft  me* 
thod  he  could  take  with  them^  and  indeed 
the  fhorteftcourfe  that  could  pofliblybe  taken 
for  their  amendment,  was  to  remit  them  for 
inftru(9:i6n  to  the  ant:  where  they  neededonly 
to  look  and  learn ;  where,  ftrctched  at  length 
by  the  fide  of  a  funny  bank  (as  proper  a  fitua* 
tion  for  floth  as  their  hearts  could  wifh)  .they 
might  fee  all  the  furprifing  efFefisof  Induftry, 
and  learn  all  the  fruits  and  advantages  of  it, 
at  their  eafe,  without  ftirring  from  the  fpot, 
without  the  expence  either  of  toil  or  ftudy, 
and,  in  fhort,  without  any  other  labour  thaa 
that  of  keeping  their  eyes  open. 

Here,  might  they  behold  a  little  creature 
labouring  under  a  load  of  more  than  four 
times  its  own  bulk,  and  conveying  it  wiA 
inceflant  Induftry  to  the  conunon  ilorc}  and 

if 
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if  he  fainted,  and  grew  unequal  to  the  tafk, 
he  might  foon  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  a  good-- 
matured  neighbour  haftening  to  his  afliftance; 
the  loaded  ants  going  in  one  way,  and  the 
unloaded  going  out  another,  that  they  might 
not  obftruA  one  another  in  their  pailage. 

In  the  courfe  of  a  few  dajrs  loitering,  he 
might  obferve  the  common  Axxrkof  provifion 
immenfely  increafed  :  and,  what  muft  be  a 
contemplation  of  great  pleafure  to  fuch  a  ge- 
nius, he  might  obferve,  that  the  labours  of 
the  year  ended  with  the  harveft ;  that,  when 
they  had  no  more  to  gather,  th^  had  no 
more  to  do,  but  to  lit  down  and  enjoy  what 
they  had  got :  that  they  had  provided  con- 
venient coverings  for  thcmfelves,  and  gra* 
naries  for  their  food,  and  were  under  no  ne- 
ceflity  of  fufiering  the  feverities  of  the  win- 
ter-fba£:>n,  but  were  warmly  lodged  in  the 
midft  of  peace  and  plenty  \  and  never  need 
put  their  feet  out  of  doors,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
to  fun  themfelves,  or  their  provifions,  after 
a  glut  of  rain  :  which  were  no  more  than  a 
pleafant  recreation  after  fo  long  confine- 
ment. And,  laftly,  he  could  not  but  ob- 
ferve, with  confcious  fhame,  that  he  never 
met  with  one  idler  in  the  whoicjcommunity ; 

that 
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that  every  individual  contributed  Something 
to  die  public  fund ;  and  beft  confulted  hig  | 
own  good>  by  co-operating  for  the  good  of 
the  whole. 

When  the  fluggard  had  obferved  all 
at  his  eaTe,  one  would  think  4t  would  not  be 
very  hard  for  him  to  turn  it  into  an  uieful 
leflbn  of  life ;  and  to  reafon  thus  fhortly  and 
pertinently  upon  it: — ^I  alfo  am  a  member  of 
fociety,and  jQhiould  I  be  utterly  inlignificant  in 
it?  Was  I  made  to  be  lefs  important" than 
an  ant  ?•  or,  Am  I  lefs  bound  to  contribute 
to  the  good  of  the  community  ?  Is  not  my 
own  infeparable  from  it  ?  and  fhall  I  not  co- 
operate for  the  common  good  ?  Every  fo- 
ciety  hath  a  fund  of  wealth,  beft  acquired  by 
honeft  arts:  from  whence  alfo  arife  the  other 
national  funds  of  power,  credit,  and  efteem : 
Should  I  be  infignificant  to  all  thefe  purpoies? 
and  can  I  be  happy,  and  honourable,  if  I  be  ? 

Let  me  reflefl:,  if  I  alfo  can  have  refolu-  J 
tion  and  induftry  enough  to  labour  out  my  | 
feafon,  like  the  ant,  I  fliall  not  only  contri- 
bute to  the  public  good,  but  fhall  alfb^  pro- 
bably, be  able  to  get  myfelf  a  comfortable 
provifion  for  life. — Life  alfo  hath  its  feafons, 
like  theyear :  the  times  of  health  and  flrength 

are 
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y^e  its  fummer>  and  its  autumn :  if  I  employ 

^HcfC}  as  I  ought,  in  fome  ufeful  and  honeft 

^^urTuit,  I  ihall,  in  all  probability,  have  ac- 

K  quired  wherewithal  to  fupport  me  in  the 

HnnCer  of  life,  when  the  feafon  of  labour  is 

Pover,  and  when  cafe  and  reft  will  be  very 

agreeable  and  delirable  to  me:  howinfinite- 

Vly  happy  (hall  I  be,  if  I  can  live  to  fee  the  day 

when  I  {hall  have  nothing  tt)  do  but  to  eat 

and  drink,  and  take  my  reft ! 

And  here  we  fee  the  exceeding  wifdom  of 
Solomon's  propoiing  the  ant  to  the  imitation 
of  idlers,  becaufe  it  is  an  example  that  ihould 
excite  them  to  induftry,  even  for  the  intereft 
of  their  flothj  forafmuch  as  it  inftrufh  us, 
that  a  fliort  courfe  of  unwearied  induftry  is " 
the  fureft  means  to  purchafe  a  long  vacation 
of  eafe,  and  uninterrupted  reft. 

It  is  not  barely  upon  this  principle,  but 
upon  others  of  more  moment,  that  I  ftiall 
endeavour  to  illuftrate  the  wifdom  of  early 
I  induftry  (the  moft  important  of  all  focial  du- 
ties) to  this  audience ;  and  when  the  wifdom 
of  this  virtue  hath  fufficlently  recommended 
it  to  you,  I  hope  you  will  need  no  other  mo-  . 
tive  to  engs^^ou  in  an  earneft  puifuit  and 
practice  of  it,  .      * 

A  a  The 


554  TttfO^tlmportaoqe  Sn.s^/ 

The  importance  of  tlus  virtue  bi  thf  pub* 
lie  (fteds  no  proof}  fqiafiiAichasi^isid^; 
evident,  that  wi  man  can  be  an  JoSBfijXvgtagi^ 
berof  ibde^,  Wbodotbnot,  Caa^'mgai 
odner,  contribute  odier  to  its  peac^  hq^pfpr.' 
jecuriqr>  or  intereit:  and  how  thia  caabt 
done,  widiout  a  proper  cxpxiie  an^  ioiprqve* 
ment  either  of  die  powers  of  Ua  bod^^  o( 
mind,  or  both>  in  Coaac  u&ful  puriui^  ia  q^ 
terly  inconcdvable.  And  th^efbre  -I  flialt 
content  myfelf  with  Ibewing  tbe 'advantage 
of  Induftry  to  every  man  in  His  private  capa* 
city. 

And,  firil,  Induftry  is  wife  with  r^ard  to 
die  interefts  and  concerns  of  the  body :  wq 
•were  made  for  labour,  and  a  certain  p(»tioQ 
of  exerdle  is  abfolutely  neceflary  to  our 
health  and  ftrength ;  and  the  body  can  nq 
more  be  preferved  in  vigour  without  it,  than 
without  its  natural  food.  What  the  con- 
dition of  our  conftitution  in  paradiTe  m^ht; 
hCt  is  not  eafy  to  iay :  but  it  is  evident 
that  from  the  moment  man  vras  driven  fixiiB 
thu  delightful  feat,  and  condemned  to  iup- 
port  his  life  by  the  fweat  of  his  brow,  tkr- 
hour  is  become  neceflary  to  our  well-being : 
and  tho*  it  was  pronounced  upon  Adam  as 
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&  curfe,  and  in  puniihinent  of  his  tranfgre^ 
fion :  yet,  whedier  it  were  to  tnanifeft  the 
continuance  of  that  curfe  upon  his  pofterity, 
or  rather,  in  the  ufual  courle  of  tb;  Divine 
mercy,  to  turn  curies  into  blcflings,  to  fuch 
as  patiently  fubmit  to  his  chaflenings,  and 
make  a  right  ufe  of  them ;  thus  much  is 
certain,  that  we  are  doomed  to  labour  from 
that  day  to  this !  Go  d  and  nature  demand  it 
of  us  J  and  if  we  cannot  be  happy  with  it, 
we  muft  be  miferable  without  it. 

As  our  conftitutions  are  now  mortal  and 
corruptible,  it  is  evident,  that,  in  fome  part 
or  other  of  them,  we  die  daily :  and  when 
thofc  perifhing  parts  become  ufelefs  to  dae 
ftrength  and  vigour  of  the  body,  they  aie  a 
load  and  incumbrance  to  it ;  and  if  not 
thrown  oiF  by  cxercife,  or  otherwife,  be- 
come matter  of  difeafe  and  infirmity  to  as ; 
and  when  they  grow  fo  numerous  as  to  cor* 
nipt  the  mafs  of  blood,  if  we  have  not 
ftrength  enough  to  throw  them  off  ill  tha 
dilcharges  of  gouts  and  fevers,  we  muft  fixik 
and  die  under  them. 

Now  the  true  and  natund  way  of  getting 

rid  of  thefe  noxious  humours,  is,  by  exert* 

ing  the  body  in  f(»ne  u&fiil  labour,  fay  which 

Aa  »  in 
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its  health  and  ftrength  may  be  preferved  and 
improved ;  and,  when  the  body  is  in  vigour, 
the  labours  of  life  will  rather  be  a  pleafure, 
than  a  toil  to  it ;  for  the  body  finds  as  ftrong 
and  natural  a  pleafure  in  employing  its 
powers  to  their  proper  euds,  as  the  mind 
does  in  the  purfuit  oiF  truth,  or  in  the  em- 
ployment of  any  of  its  faculties  to  their  pro- 
per ends.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  a  ftate 
of  idlenefs  and  inactivity  is  as  naturally  irk- 
fome  to  a  man  in  full  health,  when  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  life  calls  for  his  ftrength  and  induftry, 
as  it  is  to  a  generous  fteed  to  be  reined  in, 

when  he  is  drawn  out  to  the  courfe. The 

perfcdlion  and  happincfs  of  every  being,  and 
every  thing  in  this  world,  confifts  in  the 
right  application  and  exertion  of  their  powers 
to  the  true  ends  and  purpofes  for  which  they 
were  ordained  ;  and  whenever  they  are  di- 
verted from  thofe  ends,  or  applied  to  other 
purpofes,  they  become  ufelefs,  and  unhappy. 
— If  the  body  be  not  employed,  it  becomes 
bloated,  languid,  and  enervate :  floth  feizes 
it  at  firft,  and  all  tlie  infirmities  of  life  purfue 
jQoth ;  and  then  the  languid  pleafures  of  in- 
adivity  are  followed  by  the  fharp  pains  of 
llpV  and  racking  diilempers :  whereas  la- 
bour, 
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hour,  as  it  is  tlie  fure  pledge  of  health,  fo  is 
it  the  fure  fource  of  all  thofc  pleafures  that 
refult  from  it :  nay,  experience  teaches  us, 
that  the  fpirits  are  raifed  by  excrcife  into  a 
more  conftant  chearfulnefs  and  vivacity,  than 
can  be  fupplied  even  by  the  moft  generous 
wines :  nay,  there  is  a  pleafure  even  in  the 
wearinefs  that  fuccceds  temperate  exercife, 
which  far  excels  all  the  enjoyments  of  floth : 
and  if  the  labours,  and  even  the  languors,  of 
induftry  be  agreeable,  furely  the  refrefhmentrf 
of  it  muft  be  doubly  delightful.  It  was  St. 
Pauts  rule,  that  if  any  "would  not  work^  neither 
jhould  they  eat.    And  this  is  not  only  morally 

juft  and  righteous,  but  it  is  naturally  fo. 

The  end  of  food  is  to  fupply  the  waftes  of 
the  body  from  labour ;  therefore  if  men  wilt 
not  labour,  neither  (hould  they  eat  j  and  if 
they  will  cat,  yet  they  had  better  not :  fw 
they  muft  do  it  without  appetite,  and  with- 
out pleafure :  and,  after  all,  when  they  have 
taken  in  their  food,  it  will  turn  more  into 
diieafe  than  di^ftion.  This  is  the  true  ftattf 
and  fettled  rule  of  life ;  but  there  are  excep- 
tions to  this  rule :  there  are  who  live  only 
to  eat }  whereas  labour,  as  it  is  intitled  to 
refreshment,  fo  it -is .  intided  to  health  and- 
A  a  3  happinefs 
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Jiappinefs  from  that  refrefhment.  What  an 
exquiiite  relifh  does  it  give  to  the  plaineft  and 
coarfeft  food !  and  what  foftnefs  even  to  a 
pillow  of  ftone !  7^  Jleep  of  a  labouring 
man  is  fweet^  fays  Solomon  \  whereas  the 
very  reft  and  cafe  of  the  flothful  is  a  burden 
to  him :  for  it  is  certain^  that  as  men  may 
eat  till  the  moft  delicious  foods  lofe  all  their 
relifh ;  fo  they  may  reft  till  feathers  lofe  all 
their  foftnefs,  till  pillows  and  beds  of  down 
can  fupply  them  with  no  one  eafy  fpot  where- 
on to  recline  their  languid  head ;  and  if  they 
<Jiance  to  doze  in  that  uneafy  condition,  that 
ileep,  which  is  a  refrefhment  to  a  body  wea- 
ried with  labour,  can  be  only  an  additional 
grievance  to  a  body  that  is  wearied  with 
«ft. 

But  this  is  not  all  j  for  as  Induflry  pro- 
cures a  ftock  of  chearful  health,  without 
which  the  good  things  of  this  life  cannot 
be  enjoyed ;  fo  is  it  naturally  fitted  to  pro- 
cure a  fund  of  good  things  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life :  for  all  thefe  are  the  purdiafe 
of  indufby,  as  the  want  of  them  is  the  pu- 
nifhment  of  floth. — He  becometb  foor^  fays 
the  wife  man,  that  dtaletb  with  a  Jlack 
handi  but  tbc  band  of  tbt  diligent  maketb 

ricb. 
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rrVA.— And  again :  "The  band  of  the  diligent 
Jball  hear  rule,  but  the  Jktbful  jhall  be  under 
tribute.— •'^e  foul  of  the  ftuggard  defretb^ 
end  bath  nothing ;  but  the  foul  of  the  dili' 

gent  Jhall  be  madejat. The  tankard  and 

the  glutton  Jhall  come  to  po/verty^  anddrowfi- 
nefs  Jball  clothe  a  man  with  rags.  And  thoie- 
fore,  whoever  defires  to  lay  up  a  fufficient 
ftore  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  for  the 
confolation  and  fupport  of  his  old  agejet  him 
take  care  to  employ  his  youth  in  an  honeft 
induAry }  for  this  is  the  only  fure  means  of 
procuring  thofe  bleflings. — And  if  he  feils 
to  do  this,  let  him  reft  aflured,  that,  in  the  - 
decline  of  life,  he  will  be  purfued  by  two  of 
the  cruelleft  evils  in  life,  remorfe  and  pover- 
ty! fruitlefs  remorfe,  and  impitied  poverty : 
whereas  the  diligent  ihall  not  only  have 
wherewithal  to  fupply  his  own  wants,  but 
Ukewife  to  relieve  the  wants  of  others.  The 
Jlotbful{i&  Solomon  expreffes  it)  ccmetethgree-m 
dily  all  the  d<y  long  j  but  the  righteous  (i.  c. 
he  that  exefteth  an  honeft  induflry]  givetb, 
end  fpareth  not.  The  man  that  h^  raifed 
himfelf  by  an  honeft  induftry,  givefby  end 
fpareth  tat  j  knowing,  that,  as  to  the  wealth 
imd  affluence  of  this  world,  there  is  no  good 
A  a  4  in 
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in  tbefHy  but  for  a  man  to  rejoice  and  da 
good  in  bis  life  5  and  that  every  man  Jhould 
eat  and  drink^  and  enjoy  the  good  of  all  bis 

labour:  this  is  the  gift  of  God. And 

therefore,  as  far  as  pleafurc  is  preferable  to 
pain,  and  health  to  difeafe ;  as  far  as  ipright'- 
linefs  exceeds  ftupidity,  and  found  fleep,  dif- 
turbed  dreams ;  as  far  as  freedom  is  prefer- 
able to  fervitude,  and  dominion  to  depend- 
ence ;  as  far  as  plenty,  and  a  power  of  doing 
good,  furpafs  pining  defire,  and  pinching  po- 
verty ;  fb  far  is  induftry  wifer  and  better  than 
floth,  even  with  regard  to  the  concerns  of 
the  body. 

Bht,  fecondly,  Induftry  is  wife,  with  re- 
gard to  the  inter  eft  of  the  foul. Virtue 

and  knowlege  are  to  the  foul,  what  health 
and  flrength  are  to  the  body ;  the  fame  in- 
duftry is  equally  perfeftive  and  ufeful,  and 
the  fame  indolence  equally  ruinous  and  de- 
ftruftive,  to  both :  the  fame  floth,  that  brings 
difeafes  upon  the  body,  brings  vices  and  evil 
afFeSions  upon  the  foul. — I  went  by  tbe  field 
of  tbe  Jlotlfuly  fays  Solomon^  and  by  tbe  vine-' 
yard  of  tbe  man  void  of  underfianding :  and^ 
lo!  it  was  all  grown  over  witb-tborns,  and 

nettles 
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nettles  had  covered  the  face  thereof;  and 
the  ftone  wall  thereof  was  broken  down. 
The  field  and  vin^ard  of  the  flothful  are 
exadl  emblems  ofhis  mind:  inftead  of  grapes 
and  olives,  inftead  of  the  nobleft  fruits 
of  culture  and  ftudy,  it  is  over-run  with 
thorns  and  nettles,  and  evil  weeds  of  every 
kind ;  with  noxious  vices,  with  perverle  ap- 
petites, and  vc3iatious  humours,  that  tear, 
and  fUng,  and  are  equally  vexatious  to  him- 
fclf,  and  all  around  him ;  without  any  mor» 
diftini^on  than  the  briars  and  nettles  of  his 
vineyard  make  between  their  owner  and 
any  one  elfe  that  walks  through  them :  nay, 
not  only  fo,  but  its  "wall  is  broken  down^  its 
fence  of  virtue  and  knowlege  is  in  ruins ; 
nor  has  it  any  thing  to  defend  it  from  the  in- 
truiion  and  devaflation  of  vice ;  it  is  now  an 
open  prey  to  every  invader. 

Plato  tells  us,  that  induAry  is  as  much 
preferable  to  idlenefs,  as  brightnefs  is  to  ruft  j 
plfunly  implying,  that  idlenefs  is  to  the 
mind  what  nill  is  to  metals ;  and  in  truth  it 
is  fo :  it  does  not  only  tamiih  its  luftre,  and 
make  it  unfit  for  ufe,  but  it  alfo  eats  into  it. 
The  mind  was  formed  for  exercife,  as  well  as 
the  body  j  and,  if  it  be  unemployed,  it  will 
not 


c* 
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not  only  grow  rufty  and  dull,  but  it  will 
alfo  prey  upon  itfelf.  And  tho'  it  (hould  not 
degenerate  altogether  into  the  condition  of 
the  iluggard's  vineyard,  tho'  it  (hould  not 
fall  into  all  the  ruin  and  devaftation  of  vice ; 
yet  will  it  never  want  thorns  and  nettles,  it 
will  never  want  fufficjent  fupplies  of  fpleen, 
and  evil  appetites,  to  puniih  the  negledt  of 

honefl  purfuits,  and  ufeful  attainments. 

^The  defire  of  the  fiabful  kiUetb  bim^  fays 
Solomon ;  for  his  bands  refufe  to  labour.^ 
And  fure  it  mufl  be  a  ftate  of  miferable  tor« 
ment,  paflionately  to  defire  what  we  fee  we 
fhall  not  enjoy,  and  cannot  be  at  the  pains 
to  procure :  and  it  is  obvious  to  obferve  in 
the  world  numbers  of  men  repining  to  death 
every  day,  at  the  advancement  of  others  to 
honour  and  eminence  from  the  improve-* 
ment  of  thofe  abilities  which  were  naturally, 
perhaps,  inferior  to  their  own :  apd  yet  all 
this  is  but  the  juft  and  natural  reward  of 
honefl  induftry,  in  proof  of  that  excellent 
obfervation  of  the  wife  man,  in  xxiid  chap, 
of  his  Proverbs^  a  9th  verfe.  Seeji  thou  a 
man  diligent  in  bis  bufinefs  ?  be  Jhall  Jiand 
before  kings ;  he  Jhall  not  Jland  before  mean 
men. 

Again, 
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Again,  Indufhy  is  yet  farther  wife  with 
regard  to  the  concerns  of  the  foul,  becaufe 
a  proper  improvement  In  knowlege  is  necef- 

fary  to  all  conditions  in  life. Every  man 

does  not  need  to  be  a  merchant,  or  a  me* 
chanic  j  but  every  man  Ihould  be  a  man  of 
knowlege,  and,  if  poflible,  a  man  of  learn- 
ing, at  leaft,  in  his  ovra  profcffion.- — For 
this  realbn  the  antlents,  tho'  they  had  but 
one  Ceres  J  and  one  Vuk^Tiy  one  deity  thai 
prefided  over  the  labours  of  the  hammer,  and 
the  plough)  yet  had  they  nine  Mufes^  b^raufe 
their  aid  was  ufeful  to  men  of  every  cha- 
racter and  condkion  in  life.  Learning  is  an 
acceOion  of  new  light,  and  new  knowlege  \ 
and  new  light,  and  new  knowlege,  will  al- 
ways be  ufefiil  to  inform  and  guide  us  to 
more  advantage  in  every  purfuit ;  and  there 
is  Scarcely  any  art  fo  mean  and  mechanic,  to 
which  learning  might  not  be  both  orna- 
mental and  ufi^ul :  there  is  fcarcely  one  pro- 
feffion  in  the  world,  where  a  right  applica- 
tion of  knowlege  would  not  carry  us  to  un- 
common de^ees  of  eminence.  And  if  learn- 
ing be  thus  honourable  in  every  other  pro- 
feflion,  furely  where  it  is  itielf  the  principal, 
if  not  the  fole  pro&flioni  the  want  of  it 
mufl: 
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muft  be  infinitely  reproachful !  and  yet  there 
is  no  medium ;  men  muft  either  want  it,  or 
take  pains  to  attain  it :  and  hence  it  is  that 
Minervdy  the  goddefs  of  wifdom,  among 
the  antients,  had  the  epithet  of  E^aT>»?,  or 
the  worker^  given  her,  to  (hew  that  none 
but  the  induftrious  were  intitled  to  her  af- 
iiftance. 

Now,  as  wealth  is  to  be  acquired  in  youth, 
for  the  fupport  of  age ;  fo  is  knowlege  alfb, 
with  more  reafon : 

I  ft,  Becaufc  it  is  an  higher  and  nobler  at- 
tainment. And,  2dly,  Becaufe  age,  which 
for  the  moft  part  adds  to  our  wealth,  from 
the  acceflion  of  avarice,  and  the  retrench- 
ment of  the  expenfive  paflions,  takes  away 
from  our  knowlege,  by  impairing  the  pow- 
ers of  the  mind ;  and  that,  when  we  want 
it  moft,  both  for  our  own  credit,  and  the  in- 
ftru6tion  of  others :  and  therefore  we  fhould 
take  care  to  be  plentifully  provided.  Wife 
meriy  faith  Solomon ^  lay  up  knowlege '^ — well 
knowing  it  is  the  nobleft  and  moft  valuable 
treafure  they  can  poflibly  lay  up :  and  if,  as 
the  fame  wife  man  obferves,  the  grey  bead 
is  the  beauty  of  old  men ;  it  is  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  wifdom  is  the  glory  of  the  grey 

head. 
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head. O  /  bow  comely  a  thing  is  judg- 
ment for  grey  hairs  (fays  the  wife  fon  of 
Siracb)  I  and  for  antient  men  to  know  couft- 
feU  O!  bow  comely  is  tbewifdom  ofoldmertt 
and  underjinnding  and  counfel  to  men  of  ho- 
nour !  Ecclus.  XXV.  \y  5.  And  therefore,  as 
knowlege  is  better  than  ignorance,  and  vir- 
tue than  vice ;  as  ^  as  culture  exceeds  wild- 
nefs  and  barbarity,  and  brightnefs  excels  ruft; 
—as  light  is  more  lovely  than  darknefs,  and 
counfel  more  becoming  the  grey  head  than 
uninformed  dotage ;  fo  far  is  diligence  wifer, 
and  better,  and  more  valuable,  than  idlenefs, 
with  regard  even  to  the  temporal  intereftsof 
the  foul. 

In  the  laft  place ;  If  diligence  be  wife  with 
regard  to  the  terfiporal  concerns  of  the  foul, 
it  muft  furely  be  much  more  fo  with  regard 
to  its  eternal  intereft.  There  arc  many  pw- 
fuits  that  are  proper  and  ornamental  in  life ; 
there  are  many  of  high  concern  ;  but  there 
is  one  only  of  infinite  importance:  there  arc 
many  of  excellent  ufe  -,  but  there  is  one  only 
of  abfolute  neccHity :  andhappy,  beyond  all 
comparifon,  wife  and  happy,  are  they  who 

have  early   chofen  that  letter  part. The 

fear 
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fw  if  tbt  I^i,  ttft  Sskmrn,  is  the  he^ 

pnmng  of  wfdoM, And  it  ii  obftrrabl^ 

-dnt  the  .fitr^rrar  word  here  interpreted  f£« 
ht^mtit^t  ^gn^es  eidier  die  JEbandadon  or  . 
die  top  of  any  thii^i  and^  in  the  pre&id: 
apfdicatiaa  of  it,  it  is  ftrifily  true  ki  either 
'ienfe:  the  fear  of  the  LoitB  is  the  founda- 
tion and  the  top  of  allwimom.  Tfaatearly 
and  prudent  caudon,  wludi  is  Ae  parent  and 
ihe  amipanion  of  true  wifflom,  beft  enters 
into  die  mind,  and  dwells  there,  from  an 
awe  of  religion^  from  the  fenfe  of  an  infinite- 
ly wife  and  powerfUl  Being  always  prefeat  to 
every  modon  in  our  mind,  and  every  action 
of  our  lives ;  and  there  is  not  a  thought  in 
our  heart  that  is  hid  from  him:  andasthisis 
die  beft  principle  of  that  caudon  and  conji- 
deration  which  Hiould  condu£tour  lives;  ib 
is  the  end  it  alms  at,  at  once  the  wifeft  and 
the  nobleft  purfuit  of  reafonable  beings :  if 
it  be  wife  to  lay  up  eariy  treafitres  upon 
earthy  where  moth  and  ruji  detb  corrupt ^  and 
thieves  break  through  and  fieal'^  is  It  not 
infinitely  more  fo,  to  lay  up  for  yourfehes 
treafurfi-^ir^tn^lf0}bere  neither  nwth  nor 
Ntbc^  can  corrupt^  and  tvbere  thieves  cannot 
kreak  through^  and  fteali  If  it  be  wile  to 
2  lay 
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lay  up  early  treafures  of  knowlege,  for  the 
condu<5t  of  life,  for  the  improvement  of  our 
profe0ions  and  faculties,  and  for  the  honour 
and  ornament  of  our  advanced  years,  to  fup- 
port  us  with  dignity  in  the  decline  of  life ;  > 
is  it  not  infinitely  more  fo,  diligently  to 
fearch  after  that  knowlege  that  wilt  adorn 
our  Chriftian  profefficm,  and  treafurc  iip 
thofc  precepts  that  will  conduft  us  to  ever- 
lafting  glory,  and  give  us  honour  in  the  fight 
of  angels  ?  Thou  fluggard,  if  it  be  wife  in 
thee  to  learn  of  the  ant^  to  make  provifion 
for  the  winter  of  life,  for  one  fliort  and  un- 
certain feafon ;  is  it  not  infinitely  more  fo,  to 
lay  up  for  all  eternity— for  a  life  of  endle& 
duration,  and  inconceivable  happinefs  ? 


SERMON 
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pROV*  xiv.  30* 

A  found  heart  is  the  life  of  the  flefh\ 
hut  etfoy  the  rottennefs  of  the  bones. 

IT  is  agreed  ^mong  moralifts,  that  all  the 
laws  of  nature,  as  fair  as  they  comprehend 
the  duties  we  owe  to  one  another,  may  be 
reduced  to  this  one  great  principle  of  uni- 
verfal  benevolence  \  viz.  That  we  lay  it  down 
as  the  fixed  and  fundamental  rule  of  dl  our 
actions,  to  do  all  manner  of  good,  and  to 
abflain  from  all  manner  of  evil« 

The  motives  to  this  conduft,  befides  the 
beauty  and  agreeablenefs  of  it,  both  to  our 
own  nature,  and  the  Divine  will>  are  thefe : 
r.  That  (however  men  of  narrow  appre-> 
henfions  may  imagine  otherwife,  ytt)  all 
mankind  in  reality  confult  their  own  interefl 
beil,  when  they  contribute  to  the  good  of 
the  whole.  2.  That  there  is  anintriniic 
pleafure  refulting  from  the  pradice  of  virtue, 

Bb  and 
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and  fuch  as  hatha  natural  tendency  to  peace 
of  mind,  and  health  of  body.  And,  3 .  That 
it  endears  and  recommends  us  to  the  love  and 
efteem  of  all  mankmcl 

Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  anguifh  of 
heart,  hatred,  difefleem,  and  infecurity,  are 
the  natural  rewards  of  iniquity,  even  in  this 
world :  and  as  this  is  no-where  more  confpi- 
cuous  than  in  the  pafiion  and  vice  of  envy, 
now  before  us ;  fo  the  contrail  betwixt  that, 
and  a  humane,  benevolent,  good-Biatured- 
difpofition,  is  no-where  more  ftrongly  and 
beautifully  expreifed  than  in  the  words  of 
my  text :  j4  found  heart  is  the  life  of  the 
flejh  5  but  em)y  the  rottennefs  of  the  bones. 
A  found  heart,  or,  as  the  original  may  other- 
wife  be  rendered,  a  heart  oj  lenity^  or  me^ 
diciyie.  All  wliich  are  meant  to  fignify,  that 
a  benevolent,  good-natured  difpofition,  is  a 
kindly,  genial,  vital  principle,  that  iufuics 
balm  and  healing  into  tlie  blood,  and  pro- 
duces a  ftrong  pleafure,  like  that  which  ro- 
fults  from  good  health,  and  a  right  tem- 
perament :  whereas  envy  is  a  leaven  that 
fours  and  corrupts,  fets  all  the  humours  upon 
the  fret,  and  is  the  dired:  contradidtion  to 
happinefs  and  health  ^  the  banc  of  all  that  is 

good. 
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good,    and   beautiful,    and  defireable,    in 
life. 

And  therefore,  in  order  to  rcprcftnt  this 
odious  paflion  in  its  true  light,  and  make  it 
as  hateful  to  yoii  as  it  is  deteflable  in  itfelf,  I 
Ihall  endeavour  in  the  following  difcourle  to 
fliew  you, 

I.  The  nature  and  origin  of  Envy  j  and 
who  they  are  that  are  moft  fubjedl  to 
it. 

II.  I  ihall  fhew  you  the  fymptoms  by 
which  it  may  be  known. 

in.  I  ihall  endeavour  to  explain  and  trace 

out  the  ill  cffefts  of  it. 
IV.  And,  lailly,  I  ihall  endeavour  to  a£- 

iign  the  remedies  of  this  pemicious 

pailion. 

Firil,  then.  As  to  the  nature  of  Envy,  it 
is  a  pain,  or  unealincfs,  ariiing  £'Qm  an  apt* 
prehenlion  of  the  prosperity  and  good  for- 
tune of  others ;  not  becaufe  we  fufier  from 
their  wel&re,  nor  that  our  condition  may  b« 
bettered  by  our  uneaiinei^  but  merely  bcr 
caufe  /i&f/r  condition  is  bettered. 

Bb  2  Thert 
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There  is  a  ftrong  jealoufy  of  pre-eminence 
and  fuperiority  implanted  in  our  nature  by 
Almighty  God,  for  wife  and  noble  purpofes: 
to  excite  to  the  purfuit  of  laudable  attain- 
ments, and  the  imitation  of  good  and  great 
actions.  When  this  principle  takes  root  in 
a  good  mind,  it  is  called  Emulation.  Now 
emulation  is  alfo  an  uneafinefs  occafioned  by 
the  good  fortune  of  others ;  but  not  becaufe 
*we  repine  at  their  profperity,  but  becaufe 
we  ourfelves  have  not  attained  the  fame  good 
fuccefs.  The  effedl  of  this  principle  is,  to 
excite  us  to  great  defigns,  and  worthy  per- 
formances. 'Twas  This  that  made  Ca/ar 
weep  at  the  fight  of  jilexander'^  ftatue,  to 
think  that  he  had  already  pafTed  that  age  at 
which  the  other  hero  had  conquered  the 
world. 

But  when  this  principle  meets  with  an 
evil,  corrupt  difpofition,  it  then  degenerates 
into  Envy,  the  moft  malignant  and  hateful 
pafiion  in  human  nature,  the  worft  weed  of 
the  worft  foil !  And  this  is  fo  far  from  ftir- 
ring  us  up  to  worthy  imitations,  and  laudable 
purfuits,  that  it  takes  a  quite  contrary  me- 
thod s  and  labours  to  taint  and  depreciate 

what 
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what  it  doth  not  fo  much  as  attempt  to 
equal.  « 

Now  this  paflion  affedts  us  chiefly  in  rela- 
tion to  our  equals,  at  leaft  thofe  that  we 
think  fliould  be  fo,  if  fome  good  turn  of 
fortune  had  not  ralfed  them  above  us :  and 
the  reafon  of  it  feems  to  be  this ;  It  hath 
pleafed  God  to  implant  in  us  all,  ilrong  de- 
iires  of  power  and  affluence  ;  but  forafinuch 
as  there  is  no  certain  portion  of  thefe  lixed, 
nor  any  ftandard  fettled,  by  which  it  may  be 
determined  when  any  man  enjoys  either  of 
thefe  in  proportion  to  his  merits;  the  only 
way  of  cftimating  our  fuccefs  in  the  attain- 
ment of  them,  is,  by  comparing  our  for- 
tune with  thofe  of  tike  birth,  or  education, 
or  condition  of  life,  with  ourfelves :  if  we 
find  we  have  equaled  or  exceeded  thefe,  the 
natural  confequence  is  joy  and  compluxnce 
in  our  condition }  but  if  we  are  exceeded  byt 
them.  Emulation,  or  Envy :  Emulation,  if 
we  are  virtuous  and  good  men  (for  then  this 
pre-eminence  of  our  equals  is  a  new  fpur  to 
our  induifay,  and  urges  us  on  to  honeft  pur- 
fuits)}  but£nvy,ifwearecorruptandworth- 
lefs :  for  then  we  are  prompted  to  decry  and 
le0m  what  we  cannot  equal  j  that  fo,  at 
»  b  3  leaft, 
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leaft,  we  may  bring  thofc  down  to  our  own 
level,  whom  we  camiokbear  to  behold  above 
us. 

From  hence  it  follows,  that  we  ieldom 
envy  thofe  whom  their  birth  and  fortune 
bav9  placed  greatly  above  us,  nor  thofe  that 
are  very  far  inferior  to  us  j  becaufe  neither  <^ 
thefe  are  the  flandards  by  which  we  meafure 
our  own  felicity :  neither  do  we  envy  the 
dead,  nor  men  of  remote  and  foreign  re* 
gion3;  becaufe,  with  thefe,  we  can  have  no 
contention,  or  competition  of  honour  and 
pre-eminence. 

Now  the  perfons  moft  fubjed:  to  this  un* 
happy  paflion  of  Envy  are,  i  ft.  The  covetous; 
becaufe  they  think  every  thing  ravifhed  from 
thcmfelves,  that  accrues  to  their  equals; 
imagining  that,  if  it  had  not  been  for  their 
yiterpoiition,  they  might  have  attained  thofe 
ndvantages  that  were  equally  in  their  reach, 

2dly  (If  thefe  may  juftly  be  diftinguifhed 
from  the  covetous),  Men  of  little  and  mean 
fpirits  are  moft  fubjedt  to  Envy ;  becaufe  to 
thefe  every  thing  appears  great  and  extraor-r 
dinary :  as  if  their  minds  bore  fome  analogy 
to  microfcopc-glafTes,  which  magnify  in  pro* 
portion  to  their  litdenefs, 
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3dl7,  Men  of  extraordinary  cndowmentB 
and  abilities,  or  that  are  renowned  on  ac- 
count of  fome  uncommon  excellence,  or 
mighty  performances,  and>  in  general,  men 
that  are  ftudlous  of  the  fame  attainments. 
whether  of  wealth,  or  wifdom,  or  valour, 
orthelikc,  areveryfubjefttoEnvyj  becaufe' 
their  interefts  either  do,  or  at  leaft  are  often 
imagined  to  interfere,  and  therefore  they 
cannot  bear  a  rival.  'Twas  this  fet  Pompey 
and  Otfar  at  mortal  variance ;  becauie,  as 
the  hiftorians  obferve,  the  one  could  not  bear 
an  equal,  nor  the  other  a  fuperior. 

Proud  men  alfo  are  remarkably  fubjaft  to 
this  vice,  cfpecially  if  their  pride  be  founded 
upon  wealth,  beauty,  birth,  or  any  other 
confideration  diftind  from  real  merit,  if  they 
have  no  real  and  valuable  advantages  to  pride 
themfelves  upon  (fuch  as  learning,  wifdom, 
virtue,  ot  u&ful  aits,  qf  fome  kind,  where- 
by the  world  may  be  benefited)  j  becaufe 
then  their  birth,  or  wealth,  or  other  acci- 
dental or  imaginary  advantages,  being  their 
only  diftin£tions  above  others,  they  cannot 
bear  to  iee  thole  men  grow  up  into  eileem, 
and  wealth,  and  honour,  \xf  the  force  of  their 
own  merit,  who  before  were  their  infe- 
B  b  4  riors  ^ 


«?» 
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riors ;  and  who,  they  forefee^  muft  one  day 
be  better,  and  more  juftly  efteemed,  than 
thejnfelves. 

And,  laftly,  Old  men  are  very  fubjcft  to 
Envy:  becavde  they  fee  the  youth  pofleiled  oi 
thofe  advantages  which  once  were  theirs, 
and  which  they  imagine  they  have  yet  a 
right  to. 

And  thus  having  {hewn  yoSi  the  nature 
and  origin  of  Envy,  and  who  they  are  that 
are  moft  fubjed  to  it :  I  proceed,  in  the  next 
place, 

IL  To  fliew  the  fymptoms  by  which  it 
may  be  known.     And, 

Firft,  It  is  a  fhrewd  fign  of  our  envying 
any  perfon,  when  we  find  ourfelves  averfc 
from  doing  him  good  offices ;  for  this  is  a 
great  corruption  of  nature,  which,  in  its 
purity,  is  focial  and  benevolent,  and  hath  a 
ftrong  propenfity  to  afts  of  kindnefs  and 
goodnefs,  as  well  as  a  ftrong  pleafure  in  the 
performance  of  them:  whereas  envy  is  a 
narrow,  feljSfh  principle,  utterly  inconfiftent 
with  that  univerfal  charity,  which  is  the  firft 
dictate  of  uncorrupt  nature,  and  which  our 
blefted  Saviour  reconmiends  to  us  as  the  di- 

ftinguifhin^ 
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itinguUhiog  and  fundamental  duty  of  his  fol- 
lowers. And  yet  one  would  think,  that 
«ven  pride  and  ambition  (which  are  almoft 
infeparable  ingredients  of  Envy)  fhould  find 
their  account  in  good  offices :  fbrafmuch  as 
to  relieve  the  indigent,  to  eafe  the  opprefled, 
and  to  comfort  the  a^idted,  to  benefit  our 
enemies,  and  to  do  good  for,  evil,  are,  in 
reality.die  happicftemtikiyment^andnoblefl; 
triumphs,  of  human  natiasl  andlunconfi. 
dent  would  always  be  thought  toi  if  it  were 
not  for  that  corrupt,  felfi^  principle,  that 
cHecks  and  cramps  every  thing  that  is  good 
and  noble  in  our  nature :  and  therefore  it  is 
much  to  be  fufpedted,  that  avarice  is  the 
great  root  of  Envy ;  becauft  that  is  fo  ap^ 
to  reprefent  everything  as  loil^  and  taken 
away  irooi  ourfelves,  that  is 'given  to  an- 
other :  as  if  we  were  necciEffily  injured  by 
every  thing  by  which  another  is  benefited. 
But, 

2dly,  A  fecond  fymptom  of  Envy,  and  z, 
much  furer  than  the  fiirmer,  is,  when  we  are 
pleafed  with  the  evil  of  others.  This  is  fuch 
a  decree  of  corruption^  as  reverfes  our  whole 
nature,  and  renders  it-  the  very  contrary  to 
V^hat  it  ihould  be,    Jt  is  a  corruption  that 
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approaches  to  the  malignity  of  curicd  fpirits, 

nay,  and  is  monftroos  even  in  them. And 

it  hath  this  fingularity  in  it,  that  it  hath  evil 
for  its  objed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  above 
any  other  paflion  whatfoever.  Even  anger, 
unruly  and  outragious  as  it  is,  relaxes  either 
by  time  or  fatisfadion,  and  for  die  moft  pait 
calms  into  good  nature,  and  benevolence ; 
and  nothing  in  nature,  but  Envy,  is  Aeadily 
and  permanently  nudignant. 

3dly,  Another  (ymptom  of  Envy,  is,  a 
ccnforious  difpofition ;  and  this  difcovcrs  it^ 
felf  either  in  induftrioufly  filencing  the  good 
adtions  of  others,  or  expofing  the  bad :  but, 

indeed,  it  feldom  refts  here. It  extends  it- 

felf  even  to  the  doubtful  and  indiflferent; 
nay,  too  often,  to  the  good  and  virtuous: 
and  feldom  fails,  either  by  uncharitable  in- 
terpretations, or  fb-ained  confcquences,  to 
affix  fome  colour  or  intention  of  evil  t6 
them.  And  becaufe  it  is  often  feen  in  this 
ihape,  and  is  always  odious  in  all  ^fhapes ; 
therefore  it  ufes  a  variety  of  artifices  to  hide 
its  deformity.  The  mofl  common  difguiie 
is  pity ;  and  it  muft  be  owned  it  is,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  beft :  becaufe  there  is  no  ex- 
cellence in  this  world  that  hath  not  its  allay. 

Learning 
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Learning  is  too  often  proud,  judgment  flow, 
wit  injudicious,  and  fo  of  the  reft :  and  there- 
fore it  is  eafy  to  hide  the  rancour  of  our  Envy, 
under  the  compaflion  wc  would  be  thought 
to  beftow  upon  that  unhappy  imperie&ion, 
which  clouds  and  deprcfles  the  excelloice  we 
feem  to  admire,  at  the  fame  time  that  we 
induftrioufly  malign  and  decry  it  as  much  as 
polBble. 

At  other  times  it  puts  on  the  appearance 
of  wit  and  delicacy :  it  is  a  nicety  of  tafte 
that  difpofes  us  to  diflike  and  di^liOi  the 
accomplilhmentsand  performances  of  others; 
but  ftjll  with  an  air  of  contempt,  and  cc»i- 
fcious  fuperiority,  rather  than  of  envy. 

The  laft  fymptom  of  envy  thatl  fliall  men- 
tion, is,  a  difcontented,  querulous  dilpofi' 
tion,  repining  at  the  difpen£ttions  of  Provi- 
dence }  that  the  foundations  are  out  of  courie, 
virtue  and  merit  are  dd!pifed  and  i^prefled, 
and  nothing  but  vice  and  vUliuny  prolper, 
and  carry  all  before  them !  and  yet,  when 
all  this  comes  to  be  inquired  into,  it  will  be 
jfound,  perhaps,  to  mean  no  more  than  that 
the  complainant  is  not  in  the  condition 
he  wiflies  to  be ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
the  moft  wortblefs  man  alive  is  not  at 
the 
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the  top  ofhis  ambition,  and  avarice!  Let  any 
man  but  confider  the  (hameful  hypocrify  of 
this  condud,  to  make  a  feeming  concern  for 
the  intereft  of  virtue  and  religion  a  cloak  to 
the  moft  flagitious  vice !  Nor  is  the  folly  of 
it  lefs  confpicuous  than  the  impiety ;  foraf- 
much  as  the  true  way  to  happinefs  and  pros- 
perity is  an  honeft  induftry,  and  an  humble 
fubmifiion  and  intire  refignation  to  the  wife 
difpenfations  of  the  Divine  Providence ;  and 
not  to  grafp  at  any  thing  that  was  not  in- 
tended for  us ;  becaufe,  when  we  do,  we 
are  fure  of  vexation,  and  difappointment.  * 
This  querulous  and  cenforious  difpofition  is 
attended  with  this  farther  ill  confequence, 
that  it  too  often  degenerates  into  doubts, 
and  defpondency,  concerning  the  Providence 
of  God,  and  concludes  in  the  horrors  of 
defpair. 

And  thus  much  for  the  feveral  fymptoms 
of  Envy.     I  proceed,  in  the  third  place^ 

III.  To  inquire  into  the  ill  effedts  of  it. 
And  thefe  are  of  two  forts,  either  to  the 
envious  perfon,  or  to  fociety. 

Firft,  To  the  envious  perfon  j  and  one  of 
thefe  my  text  expreflcs,  by  rottcnnefs  to  the 
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bmei.  Good-nature  operates  agreeably,  both 
upon  the  body  and  foul ;  whereas  envy 
waftes  and  dlftra£ts :  the  eyes  are  funk  by  it, 
and  the  countenance  becomes  haggard,  and 
livid :  a  fecret  canker  gnaws  the  heart,  and 
eats  into  the  bones,  like  a  ntotb  fretting  a 
garment.  The  mind,  in  the  mean  time»  is 
in  a  perpetual  ferment,  workingy  and  refi- 
UfSf  like  a  troubled  fea,  A  fucceflion  of 
turbulent  and  unruly  paffions  feize  it :  all 
within  is  in  uprt^r !  and  conference  and  re- 
ligion loil  in  the  tumult. 

But  this  is  not  all. — The  worft  effeft  of 
envy  is,  the  influence  it  hath  upon  the  mo- 
ral ftate  of  the  mind  j  it  does  not  only  kill 
our  quiet,  but  our  virtue  likcwife.  And 
the  reafon  is  evident.— All  virtue  confifts  in  a 
fecial  difjwiition ;  love  and  benevolence  are 
the  fountains  from  whence  it  flows :  and 
therefore  when  envy  once  poifons  the  mind 
with  defpite,  and  gall,  and  enmity ;  may  we 
notjufUyaflc,  with  St.  j^(W»«,  My  brethren, 
can  the  fame  fountain  fend  forth  fgoett  'wai- 
ter and  hitter  ?  The  foui  is  called  off,  by 
-this  means,  from  the  noblefl  objeds  and  in- 
cUnationSj  and  perverted  to  the  vUeft,  and 
.theworAj  wheoi  inftead  of  being  employ- 
ed 
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e(i  in  contriving  our  own  falvation,  and 
promoting  the  good  of  nunkind,  wc  are 
bufied  in  prcyefling  calanuty,  and  torturCf 
and  affli6ion»  both  to  ourfelves  and  others. 
Jn  the  mean  time  death  ifacak  faft  upon  as, 
and  the  ends  of  life  are  loft  and  dcfcatdL 
We  live  in  the  world  like  fiiries,  and  we 
leave  it  in  a  condition  that  renders  qs  unfit 
for  every  thing  but  the  converiation  of 
fiends,  and  cui^ed  fpirits.  And  this  is  one 
obvious  reafon,  why  wicked  men  are  to 
dwell  with  devils  in  another  world ;  becaufe, 
when  once  the  mind  is  imbued  with  the 
malignity  of  vice,  it  is  unfitted  for  every 
thing  but  the  fociety  of  curfed  fpirits :  and  it 
is  as  impoi&ble  for  it  to  derive  any  confola* 
tion  from  the  fociety  of  angels,  and  arch- 
angels, and  all  the  beatitudes  of  heaven  ^  as 
that  Envy,  hatred,  and  malice^  fhould  do- 
light  in  love,  and  firiendfhip,  and  univerild 
charity. 

But,  2dly,  Another  ill  cScGt  that  envy 
hath  upon  the  perfon  pofieiied  by  it,  is,  that 
it  expofes  him  to  the  juft  hatred  and  averfion 
of  all  mankind :  and  therefore  it  is  utterly 
repugnant  to  reafbn,  and  the  common  ict* 
terefts  of  lifi$j  becaufe  it  puts  a  man  upon 

4  fuch 
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fuch  methods  of  obtaining  his  ends,  as  muft 
of  necelfity  defeat  his  own  purpofes :  for  no 
man.  is  felf-fu^cient,  but  hath  frequent  need 
of  the  friendlhip  and  ailiftanceof  others,  in 
all  conditions  aiulcircumftaoces  of  life.  And 
is  any  man  fo  feoliOi  as  to  imagine  he  caa 
procure  the  jriendfliip  and  afliftance  of  others 
by  calumny  and  abole,  by  defpite  and  enmi- 
ty  i  This  is  ftupid»  and  abfurd.  And  there- 
4>re  envy  will  be  fo  iar  frpm  advancing  us 
in  the  attainment  of  any  one  ufeful  purpole 
of  life,  that  it  muft  of  necelfity  be  the  great*? 
eft  clog  and  impediment  to  all  our  endea- 
vours J  ffflrafmuch  as  it  will  at  once  deprive 
us,  both  of  the  love  of  fociety,  and  the  fa^ 
vour  of  GoD>  and  leave  us  equally  detcfted 
and  defpifed  of  both. 

But  the  ill  tfSe&s  which  this  pernicious 
paflion  hath  upon  fociety,  are  beyond  all  ex- 
preflion :  it  is  as  ummfy  evil,  JvU  of  deadfy 
Pvfon  i  and  fpreads  its  malignant  influence 
whcre-ever  It  comes.  Wrath  is  cruel,  and 
Mger  is  outragemsi  but  vbo  is  ahl(  to 
fiand  befort  ewo}  f  fiikh  SaJamoa..  Merit 
and  innocence,  die  two  great  Securities  of 
peace  and  happineis,  arc  lb  &r  from  being 
ihicldedagaiaft4^  that  they  arc  tbe  moft  of 
alt 


384        7&  Nature,  ftPc.    Set.  tS^ 

all  expofed  to  its  malignant  aflkults }  and  the 
fure  objects  of  its  fierceft  vengeance.     Wit-^ 
nefs  the  violence  of  the  fons  of  Jacobs  v^ho 
could  iaaifice  their  own  brother  to  the  jea<« 
loufy  of  a  dreaded  fupcriority^  even  in  a 
dream.     Witnefs  the  implacable  malice  of 
Saul  againA  Davidj  the  man  of  all  the  earth 
he  was  moft  obliged  to ;  who  had  fo  often 
fiived  him,  and  has  •  kibgidoiD,  from  ruin ; 
and  was  the  gccateft  glory,  as  well  as  the- 
greatcft  fecurity,  of  his  country.     It  un- 
hinges all  the.  obligations  of  gratitude  and 
juflice,  and  changes  the  very  tendencies  of 
our  nature.:  itJ6  confcious  of  its  own  malig- 
nity, and'^^ilferefore  it  is  impoilible  to  relax 
it  by  good  offices,  becaufe  it  juftly  regards 
all  returns  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence  to 
be  (as  in^  truth  they  are)  the  greateft  re- 
proaches to  it.     In  one  word,  it  is  for  the 
moft  part  to  this  one  fountain,  that  fadtion 
and  ffarife,  murder  and  hatred,  and  infamy, 
owe  their  rife:    and  therefore  it   is,  that 
whenfoever  the  apofUes  fpeak  of  it,  they  ne- 
ver fail  to  join  to  it  murders,  wraths,  fbrifes, 
malice,  evil-fpeakings,  &c.    to  fhew  that 
thefe  are  all  the  natural,  and  almoft  unavoid- 
able confequences  of  that  paffion.    Thua 

St. 
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St.  Paul  (Rom.  i.  29.)  fpeaking  of  the  fins  of 
the  Genti/es,  which  were  the  confequences 
of  their  irreligion,  mentions,  among  others, 
that  they  were  full  of  Envy :  and  then  he 
immediately  fubjoins  murder^  debate^  de- 
ceitj  malignity.  After  the  fame  manner,  ia 
his  2d  epiftle  to  the  Corinthiam^  xii.  20.  he 
connedh.  envyings,  mi/bhiefs,  firifes^  bach- 
bitingSj  •whijperitigs.  St.  Peter  alfo  con- 
nefts  enyyings  and  evJ/~/peaiings :  and  St, 
yames  affures  us,  that,  wijere  envying  is, 
there  is  confu/ion,  and  every  evil  wuri.— — 
But  furely  one  of  the  moft  fatal  and  lament- 
able effects  of  Envy  is,  that  it  rages  greatly 
and  remarkably  among  perfons  that  arc  ftu- 
dious  of  the  fame  honeil  and  laudable  attain- 
ments :  and  therefore  it  were  highly  to  bo 
wiflied,  that  thofe  men  could  be  brought  to 
believe,  that  where-ever  there  is  virtue  and 
induftry,  there  will  always  be  a  fund  of 
wealth,  and  power,  and  honour,  fufficient  to 
crown  the  defires  of  any  poffible  number  of 
candidates  in  proportion  to  their  merit :  and 
that  the  fund  of  glory  wll  always  rife 
with  the  number  of  its  competitors.  It  is 
in  this  commerce,  as  in  all  others  that  are 
wife,  and  well  r^;ulated}  the  number  of  ^. 
Cc  tradecf 
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traders  will,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things, 
be  fo  far  from  diminifhing,  that  they  muft 
increafe  the  wealth  of  a  nation  :  and  every 
fingle  man,  if  avarice  and  private  intereft  do 
not  injurioufly  interpofe,  will  be  a  gainer  by 
that  increafe:  at  leaft,  it  is  certainly  fo  in 
this,  however  it  may  hold  in  commerce  of 
other  kinds :  forafmuch  as  in  the  purfuits  of 
fame  from  learning,  from  virtue,  from  good 
abilities  of  any  kind,  the  ^mnber  of  candi- 
dates, if  Envy  do  not  interpofe,  will  always 
increafe  the  fund  of  honour  and  applaufc : 
becaufe  every  man  will  then  have  juft  fo 
many  more  equal  and  judicious  admirers,  as 
he  hath  competitors. 

IV.  I  come  now  to  the  laft  thing  pro- 
pofed,  which  was,  to  affign  the  beft 
remedies  I  can  for  the  cure  of  this 
pernicious  paffion. 

And  the  firft  rule  I  {hall  lay  down  for  the 
remedy  of  this  evil  paffion  of  Envy,  is. 
That  we  fettle  our  opinions  of  things,  and 
endeavour  to  take  a  right  eftimate  of  them : 
we  call  evil  good,  and  good  evil ;  forgetting 
that  the  meafure  by  which  we  are  to  judge 
of  the  true  value  of  all  things  under  heaven, 

is 
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is  the  price  at  which  we  find  them  rated  in 
the  law  of  G  o  D.  The  laws  of  G  o  d  are  the 
eternal  ftandards  of  good  and  evil :  what 
they  recommend  as  valuable,  or  injoin  as 
wife,  to  be  regarded,  are  truly  fo :  and  what 
they  difclaim  as  vile,  or  forbid  as  noxious, 
are  found  in  fad  to  be  fo.  And  therefore 
the  obfervance  of  thefc  laws  hath  a  diretft  and 
natural  tendency  to  health  and  credit,  and 
happinefs  of  every  kind  j  and  the  negle£t  and 
tranfgreflion  of  them  as  direiftly  and  natu- 
rally tends  to  mifery  and  misfortune :  inib- 
much  that  to  a  man  who  hath  rightly  con- 
fidered  his  own  nature,  and  the  nature  of 
things  without  him,  there  cannot  be  a  clearer 
or  more  fixed  pofition  than  this,  that  the  con- 
formity of  our  adtions  to  the  law  of  God, 
muft  naturally  tend  to  make  us  wife  and 
happy  J  and,  on  the  other  hand,  that  fin  and  " 
folly,  and  pain,  are  infeparably  connefled. 

If  then  wc  fetde  our  judgment  of  things 
according  to  the  law  of  God,  it  is  a  neceflary 
confequence  from  this,  that  we  corretft  the 
erroneous  opinion  we  have  of  fuperfluous 
wealth.  Let  us  examine,  Is  there  any  bleff- 
ing  pronoiuiced  upon  wealth  in  the  hoiy 
Scriptures?  Not  one.  There  are,  indeed, 
C  c  2  great 
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great  bleflings  pronounced  upon  charity  and 
mercy :  and  thefe  bleffings  are  fully  infured 

to  us,  by  being  merciful  after  our  power. 

If  thou  baft  much,  give  plenteoujly :  if  tbou 
haft  little^  do  thy  diligence  gladly  to  give  of 
that  little.  All  the  great  demands  of  life 
are  within  the  compafs  of  a  very  moderate 
competency :  our  folly  is,  that  we  imagine 
wealth,  that  is  in  truth  fuperfluity,  to  be  the 
ftandard  of  all  human  felicity:  whereas, 
if  we  judged  rightly  of  things,  we  (hould 
efteem  all  fuperfluities  to  be,  as  really  they 
arc,  trifles,  that  are  wholly  impertinent  to 
our  happinefs ;  that  can  adminifter  no  one 
folid  pleafure  or  fatisfadlion  of  life,  otherwife 
than  by  being  employed  to  beneficent  and 
charitable  purpofes :  and,  even  there,  they 
have  no  more  merit  than  what  is  derived 

from  the  goodnefs  of  the  giver's  will. 

They  are  defireable,  or  otherwife,  accord- 
ing to  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  owner : 
whereas,  in  their  ordinary  ufe,  they  feldom 
ferve  any  higher  or  nobler  purpoies  than  mi- 
niftring  fuel  to  all  the  unruly  paflions  that 
tear  and  diftra<3:  our  lives  j  and  more  particu- 
larly to  Envy,  the  bane  of  all  felicity :  for, 
as  jirijiotle  jiiftly  obferves,  the  more  we 

abound. 
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abound,  and  the  higher  we  rife  in  wealth 
and  power,  the  lefs  can  we  bear  to  be  equall- 
ed, or  outdone. — Is  it  poffible,  then,  that  a 
man,  in  his  right  fenfes,can  repine  becaufe  he 
wants  fuperfluities  ?  or  envy  thofe  that  have 
them  ?  Or,  in  other  words,  is  it  pofliblc 
that  any  man,  in  his  fenfes,  can  repine,  that 
he  is  freed  A'om  the  great  incitements  to 
pride,  and  envy,  and  avarice  j  to  luxury, 
and  intemperance,  and  excefs ;  the  great  and 
Aire  torments  of  life? 

But,  zdly.  The  next  remedy  of  Envy  that 
I  fhail  mention,is.  That  we  fhould  endeavour 
to  make  a  right  judgment  of  our  own  worth 
and  abilities ;  and  compare  our  own  with 
the  condition  of  other  men  as  impartially 
as  we  can :  and  if  we  do  this  with  any  de- 
gree of  equali^,  we  fhall  find,  that  there  are 
others  in  the  world,  at  leail  as  good,  as  wife, 
and  as  valuable,  as  we  are  j  and  who  enjoy 
ilations  and  advantages  they  deferve  as  well : 
perhaps  too  we  (hall  find,  that  if  merit  were 
the  ftandard  of  honour  and  affluence,  we 
ihould  not  abound  altogether  as  much  as  we 
do;  and  others,  that  now  pay  court  to  us, 
would  be  raifed  to  great  heights  above  us  : 
but,  At  Ieaft>  we  Ihall  have  abundant  reafon 
Cc  3  to 


r. 
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to  blefs  God  for  the  advantages  of  out  own 
condition  5  and  no  reafon  in  the  world  to  re- 
pine at  the  advanced  condition  of  others : 
we  fhall  find  abundant  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  the  feveral  ranks  and  diflindions  of  men 
are  indeed  neceilary  to  the  government  and ' 
well-being  of  the  world  j  but,  if  we  eflimate 
things  according  to  the  rules  of  reafon  and 
religion,  do  not  in  the  leaft  afFed  our  real 
happinefs.  In  fhort,  we  fhall  find,  that  no* 
thing  in  nature  is  more  falfly  rated  than  feli- 
city ;  that  the  difbibution  of  it  is,  in  reality, 
infinitely  more  equal  than  is  imagined ;  and 
that  it  is  not  poverty  or  wealth,  knowlege 
or  ignorance,  honour  or  obfcurity,  but  that  it 
is,  in  truth,  virtue  and  vice,  religion  and  irre- 
ligion,  good  and  evil  difpofitions,  that  make 
the  great  and  material  differences  between 
the  happinefs  of  one  man  and  another, 

3dly,  Another  cure  of  envy  (and  what 
will  effedually  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  all 
others)  is;  to  reflcd:  ferioufly  upon  the  vanity 
and  infignificancy  of  all  worldly  advantages, 
^— My  brethren,  would  any  man  in  his  fenfes 
envy  a  poor  infed:  the  pride  and  the  pleafure 
of  bafking  and  fluttering  for  a  few  hours  in 
the  fun  ?  or  envy  the  Ihort-lived  flower  the 

pride 


Ser.  i8.       e/  ENVY.  391 

pride  and  the  gaiety  of  thofe  rich  delufive  co- 
lours that  blazon  it  to  the  eye ;  our  orna- 
ment one  hour,  and  the  next  our  averfion  j 
to-day  admired,  and  to-morrow  trampled 
under  foot  ?  And  fliall  we  envy  him,  wbofe 
breath  is  in  bis  noftrib  ?  whofe  glory  fedeth 
like  a  flower  f  Shall  we  envy  him  who  hath 
faid  to  corruption^  Thou  art  my  father ;  and 
to  theworm^  My  mother  and  my  fifier^  Alasf 
what  arc  all  the  favours,  cither  of  fortune  or 
princes,  but  the  fun-fliine  of  a  few  hours, 
fleeting  faft  enough  of  itfelf  in  the  natural 
courfe,  and  yet  frequently  over-cafl:  before 
the  fliort  day  is  done  ?  And  what  are  all  the 
vanities  of  diis  world  but  the  gaiety  of  a  few 
fading  colours,  feeding  the  luft  of  the  eye^  and 
the  pride  of  life^  for  a  feafon,  but  with  no  fo- 

lid  or  permanent  fatisfe£tion  ? Nay  more  ; 

what  is  li&  itfelf,  what  is  the  life  of  man, 
more  than  the  life  of  a  flower  ?  Is  not  all 
jlejh  (as  St.  Peter  molt  admirably  exprefles  it, 
I  Ep.  i.  24.)  as  grafsy  and  all  the  glory  of 
man  as  the  fower  of  grafs  ?  The  grafs  vii- 
tberetb,  and  the  flower  thereof  falleth  aw^. 

This  once  conlidered  as  it  ought,  what 

have  we  to  do  in  this  world,  but  to  employ 

the  little  time  allowed  us^  in  the  diligent  dif- 

Cc  4  charge 
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charge  of  our  duty  m  that  flate  of  life  Unto 
which  it  has  pleafed  God  to  call  us  j  re- 
nouncing all  envious  refle<^on8  and  inquiries, 
all  mean  and  unworthy  folicitude  about  the 
tranllent  advantages  of  others ;  and  referring, 
in  all  humility,  both  their  concerns,  and  our 
own,  to  the  good  providence  of  that  God, 
who  debafes  one  man,  and  exalts  another, 
for  wife  reafons,  not  always  obvious  to  us, 
nor  fit  they  fhould  be  ?  By  this  means  our 
minds  will  be  prepared  for  the  influence  and 
^fliftance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God,  and  the 
Holy  Ghoft  will  delight  to  dwell  with  us, 
and  guide  us  into  all  truth.  And  to  this 
end  we  ought  earneftly  and  inceffantly  to 
pray  for  God's  afliftance  and  dire<5tion  in  all 
our  undertakings  i  and  more  particularly,  that 
he  would  purify  our  fouls  from  envy,  hatred, 
ftnd  malice,  and  all  uncharitablenefs.  And  we 
may  be  fare  God  will  never  be  wanting,  on 
his  part,  to  thofe  that  are  rightly  difpofed, 
and  capacitate  themfelves,  for  his  afCflance: 
but  it  is  vain  either  to  hope  or  beg  his  aid, 
in  this  cafe,  as  long  as  our  errors  remain  with 
us  j  as  long  as  wealth  and  honour  are  regarded 
as  the  greatefl  goods,  and  poverty  and  ob- 
fcurity  as  the  greatcfl  evils. 

In 
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In  the  laft  place.  When  we  find  ourfelves 
inclined  to  cenfure  the  actions  and  intentions 
of  others,  to  iilencc  the  good,  to  expofe  the 
bad,  and  malign  the  innocent  and  indifferent ; 
in  this  cafe,  we  ihould  remember  and  imi- 
tate the  goodnefs  of  Almigh^  God,  whp 
takes  pleafure  in  the  happinefs  of  his  crea- 
tures :  who  knows  our  infirmities,  and  hath 
compaffion  upon  them ;  and  becaufe  he  de- 
lights in  the  falvation  of  finners,  deals  with 
us  as  if  he  overlooked  the  evil  of  our  doings, 
for  the  fake  of  even  that  little  portion  of  good 
that  is  in  them.  This  conduct  of  the  Divine 
mercy  and  goodnefs  tt  ihould  always  be  our 
earneft  care,  as  it  will  always  be  our  higheft 
glory  and  happinefs,  to  imitate :  and  one  fignal 
and  immediate  advantage  of  it,  will  be  this ; 
that  then  we  fliall  be  fo  £u:  from  repining  at 
the  good  aiftions  and  good  fortune  of  others, 
that  we  fhall  rejoice,  and  take  delight  in  them : 
by  this  means  we  fhall  enlarge  our  capacity 
of  happinefs,  and  be  enabled  to  ihare  in  all 
the  felicity  we  either  fee,  or  conceive,  others 
to  enjoy :  at  the  fame  time  we  ihall  refine 
and  raife  our  nature,  and  be  fitted  for  the 
fociety  of  heaven ;  where  the  fervants  and 
iaintfl  of  Goo  are  delisted  with  their  mu- 
tual 
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tual  felicity,  and  where  the  happinefs  of  each 
would  be  exceedingly  impaired,  if  it  were 
not  participated  by  all :  and  therefore  it  is, 
in  this  refpedt,  a  joft  and  judicious  reprefent- 
ation  which  is  made  to  us  of  heaven,  under 
the  image  of  a  mufical  concert ;  where  all 
enjoy  all,  to  the  extent  of  their  capacity; 
and  where,  we  all  know,  the  pleafure  of  the 
harmony  is  greatly  increafed  by  being  com- 
municated. 

To  which  region  of  confummate  and  un- 
envied  felicity,  God  of  his  infinite 
mercy  condudl  us  all,  thro*  the  merits 
and  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ. 


SERMON 


SERMON    XIX. 

Prov.  xxvi.  12. 

Seefl  thou  a  man  wife  in  his  own  corh 
ceit  ?  ithere  is  more  hope  of  a  foo!y 
than  of  him. 

SU  C  H  a  refledion  as  this  upon  Pride,' 
from  the  wireft  of  all  mortals,  is  enough 
to  put  every  man  living  out  of  conceit  with 
it,  that  hath  the  leaft  remains  of  common 
fenfe :  nay,  one  would  think  it  were  enough 
to  put  Pride  out  of  conceit  with  itfelf.  And 
it  would  certainly  do  fo,  if  it  were  not  a  vice  * 
as  hardened  as  it  is  ignorant  3  that  is,  if  it 
were  not  every  way  the  moft  fenfelefs  prin-  • 
ciple  in  human  nature.  And  therefore  Solor- 
mm  very  juftly  prefers  a  fool,  that  is,  a  man 
of  the  loweft  capacity,  to  him  that  is  wife  ii> 
his  own  conceit :  for  by  a  Jool^  in  this  place, 
is  not  meant  oneintirely  void  of  all  the  prin- 
ciples 
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dples  of  knowlege,  of  all  the  powers  of  ra- 
tional perception;  becaufe  fuch  a  one  it  is 
Impoffible  to  conceive  any  hopes  of.  The 
'fool  here  mentioned  is  what  the  Greeks  call 
li'iJrm  i  that  is,  a  iimple,  ignorant  man:  one 
^  who,  although  defeftive  both  in  point  of 
abilities  and  information,  yet  is  in  a  capacity 
of  being  inftrudted  and  improved  5  and  for 
that  reafon  is  preferred  by  Solomon  to  him 
that  is  nrnfe  in  bis  own  conceit  i  becaufe  Pride 
is  fuch  a  degree  of  folly,  as  precludes  all  pof^ 
fibility  of  information  and  improvement: 
and  therefore  I  think  it  neceflary  to  premife, 
that  this  difcourfe  is  in  no  wife  intended 
for  the  inftruftion  or  advantage  of  the  felf- 
fufficient  part  of  my  audience,  if  there  be 
any  fuch  who  hear  me :  for  to  intend  fo  vain 
and  impracticable  a  purpofe,  would  be  a  de- 
gree of  folly  almofl:  equal  to  the  vice  I  am  go- 
ing to  expofe. — ^This  difcourfe,  then,  is  only 
meant  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who  are  of  a  meek, 
teachable  difpofition;  to  guard  or  recover 
them  from  the  infedtion  of  a  vice,  to  which 
they  are  too  much  expofed,  from  ignorance, 
youth,  inexperience,  and  inconfideration,  as 
well  as  the  influence  of  too  many  evil  ex- 
amples all  around  them. 

And 
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And,  in  order  to  do  this,  I  fhall  endea- 
vour, 

I.  To  explain  and  ftate  the  true  notion  of 

Pride, 
n.  I  fliall  lay  before  you  the  fynaptoms 

by  which  it  may  be  known,  and  the 

evils  of  each  fymptom. 

And, 
III.  I  (hall  mention  the  ordinary  caufes, 

or  rather  occaiions,  of  this  vice  j  and 

ihew  you  how  foolifh  and  ill-founded 

it  is  in  all  its  pretences. 

Firft,  then.  The  true  nature  of  Pride 
confiils  in  overvaluing  our  own  worth, 
and  thinking  meanly  and  contemptuoufly 
pf  others,  in  companion  of  oiuielves:  it 
ariieth  from  felf-Iove,  and  is  the  utmoft 
abufe  and  corruption  of  that  blind  prin- 
ciple. We  have  all  a  tendernefs  for 
ourfelves,  and  our  own  concerns;  wifely 
implanted  in  us  by  Almighty  God,  for 
our  prefervation  and  well-being.  We  have 
alfo  a  ftrong  principle  of  good-will  to 
die  reft  of  mankind,  no  way  inconfift- 
ent  with  that  nearer  concern  for  our- 
felves. 
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felves,  and  our  own  interefts,  until  Pride 
ftep  in ;  and,  divefting  us  of  that  difFufi ve  and 
God-like  principle  of  univerfal  good-will, 
centres  all  our  regards  in  ourfelves. 

Now  the  fymptoms  by  which  this  per-^ 
nicious  principle  may  be  ordinarily  known^ 
are  thefe : 

I  ft,  A  high  look,  and  a  haughty  carriage. 
• — There  is  a  generation  (faith  Solomon^ 
Prov.  XXX.  1 3.)  J  Ob!  bm  lofty  are  their  eyes! 
and  their  eye-lids  are  lifted  up.  A  race  of 
men,  of  fuch  exalted  vanity,  as  overlooks 
the  reft  of  mankind,  and  regards  them  as  an 
inferior  fpecies,  below  their  notice;  and 
therefore  they  will  fcarce  fo  much  as  vouch- 
fafe  to  look  down  upon  them,  unlefs  fome* 
times,  it  may  be,  in  pity  and  contempt.—— 

This  is  that  high  look,  of  which  God  hath 
fo  often  expreffed  his  deteftation  in  the  holy 
Scriptures.  Thus  Solomon^  in  the  vith  chap* 

ter  of  his  Proverbs: Thefe  Jix  things  doth 

the  Lord  hate  j  yea^  feven  are  an  ahomina^ 
tion  unto  him  :  and  the  firft  of  thefe  is  a 
proud  look.  And  David^  in  the  ci.  pfalm ; 
Ht;?:.  that  hath  an  high  look^  and  a  proud 
heart,  T  will  not  fufer.  And,  as  this  high 
look  is  dctcftable  in  the  fight  of  God,  it  is 

not 
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not  lefs  fo  in  the  eyes  of  men ;  for  the  mean- 
eft  mortal  expedfe,  and  hath  a  right,  to  be 
treated  by  the  greateft,  upon  the  foot  of  a  na- 
tural equality;  and,confequently,can  ill  brook 
with  infolence  and  contempt :  and  therefore 
how  any  man  of  common  fenfe  can  allow 
himfelf  in  a  demeanour  fo  hateful  to  God 
and  man.  Is  not  eafy  to  be  imagined.  6e- 
fides,  this  demeanour  is  not  only  very  feulfy, 
but  it  is  alfo  very  foolifli ;  becaufe  this  fefti- 
dious  deportment  is  fuch  a  vaunting  of  our 
own  fuperior  worth  and  excellence,  as  fets 
mankind  upon  examining  our  pretenfions, 
and  fcanning  our  merit  with  fuch  a  degree 
of  ftridtnefs,  as  perhaps  the  heft  aftipns,  and 
moft  unblemiflied  merit,  in  the  world,  can 
very  ill  bear.  And,  if  fuch  a  fcnitiny  na- 
turally tend  todiminifhthegloryof  thebeft 
actions,  and  the  moft  exalted  merit ;  how 
muft  it,  of  neceflity,  expoie  the  folly  and  fhi- 
pidity  of  all  Pride  that  is  ill  founded,  and 
render  that  utterly  ridiculous !  And  there- 
fore jlriftotk  defines  a  magnanimous  man. 
One  that  thinks  bimfe!f  imrtby  of  great 
things,  and  is  fo  :  6ut,  faith  he,  he  that 
thinks  himfelf  worthyy  and  is  notf  is  a  foot 
■■       'fr  5«f  ftM  xetTM^ivf  atiTo  Towcj  wAi'flios. 
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Again,  Another  fymptom  of  Pride,  is, 
fcornful  language.  It  is  true,  a  high  look, 
and  a  haughty  demeanour,  are  indications 
enough  of  inward  Pride  and  Infolence ;  but 
then  it  is  Pride  within  fome  bounds,  and  fuch 
as  a  wife  man  will  often  bear  with,  in  pity  to 
the  ignorance  from  whence  it  flows :  but 
fcornRil  words  are  indications-of  more  exalt-* 
ed  infolence,  and  fuch  as  render  it  every  way 
intolerable  ;  and  therefore  fbme  vain  men, 
fenfible  of  the  inconveniency  of  this  con- 
duft,  and  dreading  the  rough  returns  fuch 
/hocking  treatment  frequently  meets  with, 
are  often  obfcrved  to  run  into  the  other  ex- 
treme, and  afFedt  a  phrafe  and  a  demeanour 
unconunonly  fmooth  and  complaifant;  to 
court  thofe  returns  of  civility  and  refpeft, 
which  the  ftupidity  or  ingratitude  of  man- 
kind might  otherwife  refufe  to  their  fuperior 
merit:  and  this  they  find  a  fuccefsful  method 
at  once,  to  flatter,  and  (as  they  think)  to 
conceal  their  vanity.  And  this,  without 
queftion,  is  the  wifer  condudt  of  the  two : 
becaufe  a  rude,  contemptuous  treatment,  is 
ihocking  to  the  meanefl:  mortal ;  and  is  na- 
.turally  produiftive  of  hatred  and  contempt 
from  all  mankind :  and  as  nothing  can  be 

more 
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more  {hocking  than  to  mett  vrlxh  Tuch  re- 
turns from  our  own  fpecics  j  fo  nothing  caa 
be  more  faulty,  or  more  foolifli,  than  to  de- 
ferve  them. 

But  here  we  muft  obferve,  that  this  fpirtt 
of  mfolcncc  doth  not  always  difcovcr  itfelf 
in  open  reproaches,  but  chufeth  fometimes 
rather  to  hide  itfelf  under  the  veil  of  fmooth 
and  fubtle  infinuations  j  or  under  the  maik 
of  civility  and  mirth ;  delighting  to  turn  the 
manners  and  characters  of  men  into  ridicule ; 
yet  is  it  not  lefs  hateful  tcf  the  reft  of  the 
world  upon  that  account ;  but  is  rather  more 
thft  objeft  of  their  fecret  deteftation,  as  it 
is  more  defended  from  their  open  refent- 
ments. 

This  fpirit  of  reproach  and  ridicule,  to* 
gether  with  the  folly  of  it,  is  moft  excellent- 
ly fet  forth  by  Solomon,  in  the  charaifter  of 
the  /corner,  throughout  his  whole  book  of 
Proverbs :  where  he  is  reprefented,  firft,  as 
a  fool ;  and  not  only  Co,  but  incapable  of 
wifdom :  fecondly,  as  incorrigible :  and, 
thirdly,  as  an  abomination  to  God  and  man. 
Thus,  Prov.  xiii.  i .  ^  wije  /on  bearetb  hii ' 
father's  tnftruSfion^  but  a  /corner  bearetb  not 
ttbuke.  Here  you  fee  the  wife  fon,  and  -the 
D  d  fcorner, 
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fcorner,  are  put  in  oppofition  to  bhe  another^ 
as  terms  diredly  oppofite ;  and  with  great 
juftice :  for,  as  the  teachable  fon  is  called 
wife,  becaufe  he  is  capable  of  information^ 
and  always  difpofed  to  receive  it;  fo  the 
foorner,  being  hardened  to  all  precepts,  and 
above  information,  and  confequently  inca« 
pable  of  wifdom,  is  juftly  deemed  as  the 
worfl  of  fools :  and  therefore  Selomon  adds, 
chap.  xiv.  ver.  6.  A  /corner  feeketb  wifdom^ 
and  findctb  it  not.-^ — And  the  reafon  is  evi- 
dent; becaufe  he  defpifeth  all  the  natural 
means  of  attaining  it. 

Again ;  The  fcorner  is  incorrigible :  and 
therefore  when  he  is  in  an  error,  he  mufl 
continue  in  it.  He  that  reproveth  a  fcorner 
(faith  Solomon) y  gettetb  to  himjelf  Jhame. 
The  infolence  of  his  nature  makes  all  cor- 
rection, however  gentle,  and  proper,  and 
well-timed,  intolerable  to  him  :  and  there- 
fore, whoever  attempts  it,  inftead  of  hoping 
for  reformation  and  amendment,  muft  ex- 
pert to  meet  with  all  the  returns  either  of 
open  rudenefs,  or  difguifed  derifion.  For 
this  reafon  Solomon  adds.  Rebuke  not  a 
fcotyier^  leji  be  bate  tbee :  rebuke  a  wife 
num^Md be mlllove tbee.    Ajod^ain;  A 

fcorner 
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/corner  lovetb  not  one  that  reprovetb  him  j 
neither  will  he  go  to  the  wife. 

In  the  laft  place,  The  /corner  "  <»»  ^I'O' 
minaticn  to  God  and  man :  and  one  reafon 
why  be  is  fo,  befidcs  thofc  aboTc-mention- 
ed,  is,  becaufe  he  is  exceedingly  contentious, 
and  -confequently  is  the  bane  of  fociety. 
proud  and  haughty  /corner  is  his  name^  who 
dealeth  in  proud  wrath,  faith  Solomon,-—^ 
Modefty,  good-nature,  and  affability,  are 
the  bonds  of  peace;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
infolence  and  contemptuous  treatment  Jatt 
naturally  produdtive  of  enmity  and  conten- 
tion ;  and  no  peace  can  dwell  with  them  t 
and  therefore  die  wife  man  rightly  advifethj 
Ca/i  out  the  /corner,  and  contention  Jhallg9 

out  (  yea,  ftrife  and  reproach  /hall  cea/e. ■ 

Surely  then  it  is  no  wonder,  that  a  character 
fo  conftituted,  an  incorrigible  compound  of 
folly,  and  infolence,  and  contention,  ihould 
be  hateful  to  the  whole  world :  and  we  are 
well  affured  A'om  our  own  experience,  as 
well  as  the  wife  man's  obfervation,  in  the 
xxivth  chapter  of  Proverbs,  that  in  truth  it  is 
fo  J  The  /comer  is  an  abomination  to  men. 
And  that  he  is  hot  lefs  fo  to  Almighty  God, 
the  ^me  wife  man  afHrmeth  in  the  iiid  chap- 
^  D  d  a  ■  ter. 
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ter,  34,th  verfe  j  Surely  befcornetb  thefcom-' 
ers ;  but  he  givetb  grace  unto  the  lowly. 

/      341y>  Another  fymptom  of  Pride  is,  when 
we  value  men  upon  thofe  fuppofed  advan- 
tages that  are  of  the  fame  nature  with  our 
own,  and  defpife  thofe  of  a  diflFerent  cha- 
rad:er,  altho*  perhaps  more  really  and  truly 
valuable :  and  this  may  be  termed  profef- 
iional,  or  flational  vanity  s  as  it  ariieth  firbmr 
a  high  opinion  of  the  excellence  of  that  fta- 
tion,  or  profeffion,  or  condition  of  life,  we 
happen  to  be  placed  in :  and  this  vanity  feems 
to  run  through  all  orders  and  conditions  of 
men.     Thus  a  foldier  is  apt  to  think  every 
thing  contemptible,  in  compariibn  with  his 
I   man  of  honour  and  gallantry.     And  as  the 
\  T^urks  ai'e  a  race  of  men  wholly  illiterate,  a 
/  fcholar  is  at  this  day  the  name  of  the  greateft 
7  reproach  among  them  that  they  can  think  of: 
/  and  a  neighbouring  nation,  often  at  variance 
/  with  them,  upon  other  accounts,  are  not  ill 
l^  agreed  with  them  in  this.  The  mere  fcholar 
/  is  apt  to  think  as  meanly  of  the  braveft  un- 
\  lettered  herd ;  and  the  man  of  noble  birth 
/  equally  contemns,  and  is  often  the  contempt 
(  of  both,  and  with  equal  reafon.     Now  this 
/  vanity  is  plainly  owing  to  a  poor  partiality 

for 
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for  our  own  ftation  and  chzrz&cr,  and  arifeth) 
from  our  ignorance  of  the  excellence  of 
other  employments  and  conditions  of  life, 
and  their  ufefulnefs  to  mankind ;  and  there- 
fore it  needs  no  other  imputation  than  this, 
that  it  is  the  eiFe«ft  of  a  |nMn  capacity,  and 
narrow  thinking :  for  nothing  is  more  evi- 
dent than  that  the  honourablenefs  of  everyl 
employment  and  condidon  in  the  world,  is 
to  be  meafured  by  its  ufefulnefs  to  mankindjl 
and  thofe  that  are  moft  beneficial,  are  ever) 
to  be  moft  efteemed  and  honoured.  Now 
thefe  may  be  diftinguifhed  into  fuch  as  are 
neceffary  to  the  being,  and  fuch  as  are  nccef- 
lary  to  the  well-being  of  mankind  ;  and  the 
latter  are  always  to  be  preferred :  and  thofe 
employments  that  are  of  moft  ufe  to  many, 
before  thofe  that  are  of  ufe  to  few :  and 
therefore  government  is  more  honourable 
than  any  other  condition  of  life,  becaufe  a 
good  governor  is  the  greateft  benefaftor  to 
^e  greateft  number  of  mankind.  And  for- 
afmuch  as  true  religion  and  virtue  tend  more 
to  promote,  and  to  preferve,the  real  happinefs 
q{  mankind,  than  any  or  all  other  things . 
■whatfoever ;  therefore  the  teachers  of  true 
r;fligion  and  virtue  are,  under  the  governcpa 
Dd  3  of 
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of  fociety,  the  greateft  benefadcurs  to  tnan* 
kind<  And^  in  general,  the  guiding  and 
diredting  parts  of  fociety,  are  more  honour* 
ftbie,  becaufe  more  beneficial,  than  the  giiid* 
ed )  as  the  eyes  are  more  excellent  than  the 
hands  or  feet,  and  the  underflanding  than 
either.  Upon  this  principle,  a  good  fchooU 
mafter  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  moft  honour- 
able employments  in  the  commonwealth : 
not  according  to  the  fantaftic  fchemes  of 
honour  that  have  obtained  in  the  world,  but 
according  to  the  eternal  laws  of  reafon  and 
truth. 

The  lafl  fymptom  of  Pride  that  I  fhallmen* 
tion  is,  the  pronenefs  and  promptnefs  obferv- 
able  in  fome  men,  of  vaunting  their  own  vir-^ 
tue,  or  original,  or  exploits,  upon  all  occa* 
fions ;  and  making  themfelves,  and  their  an- 
ceftors,  their' perpetual  theme:  for  this  is  a 
fure  indication  that  they  are  full  of  themfelves. 
And  this  humour  too  often  carries  men  into 
ft  vain  often tation  of  power,  capacity,  birth, 
and  the  likej  than  which  nothing  can  be 
more  ridiculous.  And  therefore  Solomon 
rightly  advifeth.  Let  another  man  praife  tbee^ 
and  not  ihhie  own  mouthy  a  fir  anger  ^  and  not 
thine  o'wn  lips,     Praife  indeed  is  a  debt, 

juftly 
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juftly  due  to  worth  and  merit  of  every  kind, 
from  the  whole  world  j  and  they  who  with- 
hold it,  where  It  is  due,  are  as  unjuft,  in  that 
inftance,  as  they  can  be  in  any  other :  hot 
then  it  is  a  debt  much  better  received  than 
exadsd }  received  as  an  honour,  than  exaA- 
ed  as  a  right.  Thb  was  a  vanity  that  feems 
to  have  reigned  remarkably  among  the  Co^ 
rimbians ;  and  St.  Paul  rebukes  it  vnth  a 
modefty,  and  an  addrefs,  the  moft  becoming 
and  amiable  that  can  be  imagined :  for  al* 
though  he  was  of  more  value,  in  the  fight  of 
God,  than  any,  w  perhaps  all  thofe  of  that 
city  whom  he  was  appcunted  to  inftrudl  j 
yet  he  did  not  dare  to  afifert  it  by  ielf-praife : 
For  -we  dare  not  (fajrs  he)  make  wrj'ehes  of 
the  number^  or  compare  oitr/ehes  with  fane 
that  commend  tbemfehes :  hut  they  meafur- 
ing  tbemfehes  hy  tbemfehes^  and  eompar* 
ing  tbemfehes  amongfi  tbemfeheSy  are  mt 
vnfe  :  but  -we  (iays  the  apoftle)  vnll  not  boaji 
of  things  without  eur  meafitre.  There  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  perfedion  in  man.  All  human 
excellebcies  are  comparative ;  and  had  thofe 
vain  Corinthians  eftimated  theirs  by  thofe 
of  their  teacher,  they  had  been  fufficiently 
humbled.  He  was  a  man  difldnguiflied  by 
D  d  4  God, 
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OoDi  'with  great  acxomidifliments  wd'Cii^ 
dcfwmenu :  his  fidth  was  pure,  his  pttyht-r 
vent ;  his  sspfd  for  the  fervicc  and  hopoor  of 
OO0,  ftiong  and  fteady ;  hjs^life  0Q9  fisricf 
of  ftiidying  to  do  good  1  his  kartuAg  exteii* 
ilve,  his  addrefs  decent  and  mafterly,  aiid  in 
the  perfedbn  of  .what  the  polite  World  calk 
good  breeding;  his  judgment  dear,  hisitile 
fublime,  and  his  eloqiumqe  unequalled :  and 
yet  all  thefeooiddnot  iecure  to  him  the'  ho^ 
iiour  he  welt  deferved  from  a  vai(i  and  a  felf-r 
fufficient  people ;  whofe  united  talents  and 
merits  were  contemptible  upon  the  comparir 
fon :  yet  all  the  ill  treatment  he  received  from 
them,  operated  only  to  his  own  greater  hur 
iniliation  in  the  fight  pf  God,  and  more  ferr 
vent  prayers  for  their  amendment.  Happy 
are  all  thofe  minifters  and  fervants  of  Jesus 
Chr  1ST,  who  can  follow  the  exampk  of  his 
patience,  and  his  pie^. 

And  thus  I  have  done  with  the  feveral 
fymptoms  of  Pride.  But  here  it  is  proper  to 
obferve.  That  fince  a  diftiniSion  of  the  ic* 
veral  ranks  and  orders  of  men  is  neceiSary  to 
the  government  of  the  world,  therefore  a 
proper  fupport  of  that  diftindion  is  not 
becaufe  it  is  jiecQ&iy  and  ufeful, 

quentlv 
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quently  not  feulty :  and  therefore  for  us  to  in- 
terpret this  condud:  in  our  fuperiors,  as  the 
effect,  of  Pride,  is  an  argument  of  Pride  in 
ourfelves ;  and  is>  in  reality,  miftaking  our 
own  Pride  for  the  Pride  of  other  men.  But, 
on  t}ie  other  hand,  wp  ftiould  remember, 
that  this  fupport  of  diftmdtion  is  proper  only 
in  public  «^Mr3ft?rs,  and  in  difcWge  of 
du^  tQ  the  public  -,  becaufe  it  is  the  publip 
that  requires  it :  whereas,  in  private,  it  is 
more  becoming  to  forget  diiUndions  j  and 
rather  to  receive  refpetS  than  to  require  it,  or 
even  leem  to  exped  it :  and  therefore,  in  that 
capacity,  men  would  do  well  to  diftinguifli 
thepifelves  by  humanity,  goodrnature,  and 
affability;  perhaps,  too,  by  the  luftre  of 
thofe  talents  that  have  already  diftinguiihed 
them  to  the  world,  and  raifed  them  above 
the  common  level :  for  we  ihould  always  re- 
member, that  good  talents  were  beftowxd 
by  the  Almighty  God,  for  the  eaic,  the  plea- 
fure,  and  the  benefit  of  man^d,  and  {hould 
always  be  employed  9s  they  were  intended. 
All  fuperiority  of  one  man  over  another, 
was  intended,  as  well  for  the  good  of  thofe 
^ho  are  governed,  as  of  thofe  that  bear  rule, 
and  therefore  ihQuld  always  be  dire<5ted  to 
the 
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the  en^  for  which  it  was  defigned ;  fhould 
^ways  be  employed  in  fuch  a  manner,  al 
to  make  men  find  it  a  happinefs  to  have  fu* 
{>erior8. 

.  Farther  yet,  Confciouihefs  of  a  man's  own 
worth,  doth  by  no  means  denominate  him 
proud,  provided  that  he  doth  not  over-rate 
it.  For  men  to  know  their  own  merit,  is 
no  more  a  feult  than  it  is  to  fee  clearly,  or 
to  hear  diftindly*  It  is  in  many  cafes  necef- 
fary  to  know  itj  in  order  to  make  a  right  ufe 
of  it.  For  example.  If  a  man  could  not  di- 
ftinguifh  fortitude  from  rafhncfs,  in  his  own 
charafter,  as  well  as  in  that  of  other  men, 
his  virtue  would  be  ufelefs  at  beft,  and, 
perhaps,  pernicious:  and  fo  in  other  in- 
ftances. 

St.  Paul  is  a  very  remarkable  inftancc 
to  this  purpofe :  for  altho'  he  had  as  much 
humility  at  heart,  as  perhaps  any  man  ever 
was  blefled  with ;  yet  there  were  occafions, 
wherein  he  was  forced  to  aflert  his  own  ta- 
lents and  endowments,  and  the  diftindtions 
beftowed  upon  him  by  Almighty  God.  And 
indeed  it  was  fcarcely  poffible  to  be  avoided, 
when  he  found  men,  whofe  capacities  and 
manners  were  every  way  contemptible  upon 

the 
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the  companibn,  pre&rred  to  iiim.   The  cafe 
was  this : 

St*  Patil  had  as  much  2eal  ftu*  true  reli* 
gion,  and  every  thing  relating  to  it^  as  a 
good  man  (hould  have.  However,  there 
were  among  the  Corintbiant  fomc  fandifiedj 
hypocritical  Phariibes,  who,' under  the  Ihew 
of  fuperiorpie^,  and  more  exalted  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God,  made  it  Uieir  buiineis  to 
vilify  die  apoftle  upon  ^1  occafioDS,  to  decry 
his  zeal,  his  piety,  his  talents,  and  merits  of 
every  kind,  and  magnify  their  own.  Thefe 
infolent  vaunters  the  apoille  could  not  bear, 
though  hie  people  could.  He  well  knew  the 
iblly  and  deformity  of  fucH  a  charader :  but, 
fince  this  vanity  opened  a  way  to  their  fevour, 
even  where  It  was  Ul  founded ;  a  man,  who 
became  all  things  to  all  men^  that  be  might 
gain  fome,  was  fufiiciently  juftified  in  aflert-* 
ing  folid  merit,  in  oppofidon  to  fpecious  hy- 
pocrify.  Seeing  (fays  he)  that  mar^  glary 
4^ter  the  fiejht  Iivill  ghry  alfo  ;  for  yefuf- 
fer  fools  gladfy,  feeing  ye  yourfehes  be  wife  : 
for  ye  Jitter,  if  a  man  bring  you  into  bend' 
age  i  i.  e.  if  a  man  lead  and  govern  you  as 
he  pleafea,  like  fo  many  Haves  and  vafTals : 
yfH^ff)  if  4 «"»»  JevMir yen;  i. c.  if,  under 
pretence 
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pretence  for  more  ^seal  of  duoity^  batin 
xeality  to  enrich  and  exalt  himielf,  he  extort 
more  from  you  tlyui  you  areable  to  expend 
to  thofe  ufes..  Te  /uffer,  if  a  man  taJke  oj 
y9Uj  if  a  man  exalt  bimfey^. 

.  Andy  after  all,  who  were  thcfe  vain  vaunt- 
ers?  Whj,  in  nality,  they  were  vile  io^ 
poAon,  children  of  the  devili  but  feemii^ 
faints!  Ftfr  fucb  (fays  St.  Paul)  are  falft 
apt^kf^  deceitful  w^^kers}  transforming 
tbemfehes  into  the  apojlks  of  Cbrift  !  Andni 
marvely  for  Satan  bimfelfis  tramformed  into 
an  angel  of  light :  therefore  it  is  no  great 
things  if  his  minijiers  alfo  be  transformed  as 
the  minijiers  of  righteoufnefsy  whofe  endjhall 
be  according  to  their  ns)orks. 

The  apoflle  then  proceeds  tp  ailert  his  own 
charader,  and  undoubted  fuperiority  over 
fuch  wretches.  And  furely  nothing  could 
be  more  grievous  to  a  man  of  his  charader, 
than  to  be  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  enter-* 
ing  into  fuch  a  comparifon.  It  put  all  his 
humility  to  the  proof:  and  no  humility  had 
a  harder  trial.  But  it  was  a  debt  he  owed, 
not  only  to  himfelf,  but  to  the  world ;  and 
it  muft  be  paid.  Nothing  but  the  preference 
{iveo  to  a  vile  ipipoftpr  could  prpvQiLe  hifo 

•         t9 
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to  felf-praUe:  and  poflibly  nothing  elfe  could 
fo  intirely  juftify  him  in  it>  as  die  iniquity 
and  infult  of  fuch  a  preference. 

And  thus  having  fliewn  you  the  lereral 
fymptoms  of  Pride,  and  thofe  appearances, 
that  are  fometimes  niiibiken  for  it  j  I  fliould 
now  proceed,  in  the  third  place,  to  fhew 
the  ordinary  caufes  of  this  vice,  how  fooliffe 
and  ill-founded  it  is  in  all  its  pretences. 


SERMON 


SERMON    XX. 

PROV.  XXvi.  12. 

S_e^  thsu  a  man  wife  in  his  &am  con^ 
ceif  f  There  is  more  hope  of  a  fooly 
than  of  him, 

HAVING,  in  a  fermer  dUqourie on- 
theie  words,  explained  and  ftated  the 
true  nature  of  Pride,  and  laid  before  you  the 
fcveral  fymptoms  by  which  it  maybc_  known, 
and  the  evils  of  each  fymptomi 

I  now  proceed,  in  the  third  place,  to 
number  up  the  ordinary  caules,  or  lather  oc- 
cxfions,  of  this  vice;  and  to  fliew  you  hoiir 
focdifh  and  ill-founded  it  is  in  all  Its  prb^ 
tences.  -* 

And  the  iirft  caufe  of  Pride  that  I  Aialf 
mention,  is  Learning. 

When  men  have  fucceeded  ib  lar  in  the- 

porfuit  of  knowlege,  as  to  find  Uiey  have^ 

itt^iafied  thofe  of  their  gwn  condition  or 

!.    4  tJwraiter, 
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character,  their  vain  imagination  immedi- 
ately goes  to  work,  and  fwells  them  Into 
beings  of  a  fuperior  order.  Their  genius 
is  far  above  the  common  ftandard  -,  and  it 
is  fit  they  fhould  let  mankind  know  it,  by 
afferting  that  pre-eminence  that  is  due  to 
them.  And  hence  it  is  |bat  a  learned  fool 
is  oftentimes  the  moft  intolerable  of  all 
others;  becaufe  he  hath  acquired  fuch  a 
degree  of  vanity  from  his  JcBQwlege,  as  is 
fufficient  to  infpire  him  with  aflurance 
enough  to  fay  any  thing  that  comes  into 
his  head,  however  fhocking.  Perhaps' 
too,  he  hath  acquired  volubility  of  fpeechj 
to  deliver  his  conceits  with  eafe ;  and 
both  thefe  naturally  produce  one  another. 
His  vanity  prompts  him  to  difplay  every 
quaint  conceit  that  comes  into  his  thoughts^ 
and  every  fine  conceit  that  falls  from  him, 
inflames  his  vanity.  And  thus  he  goes 
on  to  admire  himfelf,  and  to  become  ridi- 
culous and  intolerable  to  all  the  reft  of  the 
World. 

Now  this  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the  mod 
dcfperate  and  irreclaimable  charad:ers  in  life. 
Error  and  mifcondud  of  any  other  kind  are 
within  the  reach  of  corredtioo  and  admoni- 
tion j 
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tion;  but  Pride,  learned  Pride,  is  incapa- 
ble of  either.  And  therefore  Sohmon's  ob- 
fervation  in  my  text,  is,  in  this  cafe,  ftrift- 
ly  true :  Seefi  thou  a  man  wife  in  bit  oten 
conceit  ?  There  is  more  hope  of  a  fool,  than 
«f  him.  A  man  of  the  meaneft  capacity, 
if  he  be  not  intoxicated  with  Pride,  is  al 
leail  capable  of  corre<5tion  and  admonition  { 
and  is  alfo,  for  the  moft  part,  of  an  hum-, 
ble  and  teachable  difpofition ;  and  confe-* 
quendy  is  in  a  capacity  of  bemg  modeled 
into  fomething  ufeful  to  mankind,  at  leaft 
of  being  made  inofienfive,  if  not  ufeflilj 
whereas  this  other  creature  is  a  common 
and  incorrigible  nuifance :  and  the  beft 
that  can  be  hoped  of  him,  is,  to  be-i 
come  at  laft  a  prey  to  flatterers  and  fv-, 
copfaants,  and  devoured,  as  the  other  cor- 
ruptions of  the  earth  are,  by  rook?  an4 
vermin. 

Now  nothing  Is  more  lamentable,  thaq 
that  the  corruption  of  the  beft  things 
ihould  thus  become  the  worf^.  Lcamipg 
is,  without  queilion,  of  excellent  ,yfe  to 
fociety,  and  contributes  more  to  our  well- 
being  than  any  thing  elfe  in  the  world,  eXr 
cept  religion ;  forafinuch  as  it  tends  «t  once 
^«  to 
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to .  improve  the  underftandings  and  the  mo- 
rals of  mankind,  together  with  every  ufe- 
ful  and  focial  art ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
thefe,  to  dired  and  blefs  their  lives.     And 
therefore  a  man  of  learning  (I  mean  of 
ufeful  learning)  is  juftly  a  charafter  of  great 
efteem  in  the  world,  becaufe  it  is  of  ex- 
cellent ufe:    but  then  it  is  a  charafteTj 
which,  rightly  confidered,  tends  much  more 
to  infpire  humility,  than  conceit ;  forafmuch 
as  it  brings  men  into  a  clearer  fight  of  their 
own  infirmities  and  corruptions,   and  dis- 
covers that  vafl:  extent  of  human  ignorance, 
which  the  unthinking  part  of  the  world  iwe 
utterly  unacquainted  with.  It  teacheth  them, 
that  every  point  of  matter  is  too  big  for 
their  utmofl:  refearches.  The  air  we  breathe, 
the  light  of  the  fun,  and  the  dufl:  we  tread 
upon,  all  equally  confound  their  inquiries ; 
their  own  being,  mofl:  of  all :  the  nature 
of  the  foul  and  body ;  the  alliance  of  fuch 
oppofites;    the  cohefion  of  the   parts  of 
matter,  amazing  and  infcrutable  to  the  wi- 
fefl:  of  mortals :  neither  can  he  fay,  why- 
he  doth  not  moulder   into   dufl:,  why  he 
doth   not  crumble  into  the  original  of  his 
being,  even  whilfl:  he  is  meditating  upon 
4  it: 
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it :  and  therefore  nothing  but  the  laft  de- 
gree of  ignorance,  ignorance  of  our  own 
wants  and  weaknefs,  can  be  a  juft,  I  mean 
a  tolerable,  excufe  of  vanity.  But,  how- 
ever, if  men  of  learning  will  be  preferred 
to  others ;  if  they  will  be  more  honour- 
able, let  them  be  more  ufeful:  let  them 
anfwer  the  ends  of  their  learning  j  let  them 
do  more  good  to  mankind  than  other  mor- 
tals} and  then  let  them  reap  that  efteem 
which  is  the  juft  and  natural  reward  of  be- 
neficence. 

Another  caufe  of  Pride  is  Wealth.  Now 
wealth  is  honourable,  on  account  of  the 
power  that  attends  it  j  I  mean,  the  power 
of  doing  good :  for,  if  this  power  be  well 
direfted,  it  is  great,  and  God-like ;  but  if 
it  be  either  unemployed,  or  employed  to 
evil  purpofes,  to  defraud,  and  to  opprefs; 
it  is  then,  in  the  firft  cafe,  ufelefs ;  and, 
in  the  latter,  deteftable,  and  deviliHi.  And, 
indeed,  it  is  ndther  wealth,  nor  power, 
nor  knowlege,  that  arc  in  themfelves  ho- 
nourable: no;  it  is  the  virtue  that  con- 
duds  and  difpofes  of  them  to  the  good  of 
mankind.  And  therefore  Jriftotle  rightly 
obfervee,  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  Ethics, 
£e  2  that 
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that,  in  truths  the  good  man  alone  is  bo^ 
murable ;  but  if  fortune  be  added  to  bis  vir-- 
tue,  then  he  is  more  fo.  Whereas  they  that 
have  the  fortune  without  the  virtue,  be- 
come infolent  and  contumelious,  and  would 
be  deemed  honourable,  although  they  do 
•none  of  thofe  things  that  render  men  re* 
ally  fo,  but  quite  contrary. "  As  wealthy 
when  joined  with  virtue,  is  really  honours- 
able  i  it  becomes  yet  more  fo,  when  it  is 
the  efFedt  of  honefty  and  virtuous  induftry  1 
for  then  it  is  honourable,  both  in  its  origin, 
and  its  ufe :  and  yet,  even  then,  God  knows, 
it  is  no  juft  foundation  for  Pride ;  becauie 
both  the  abilities  that  acquired  it,  and 
the  good  difpofitions  to  make  a  right  ufe 
of  it,  were  both  the  bleffings  of  Almighty 
God  upon  us.  For  ni)ho  maketb  tbee^  O 
man  J  to  differ  from  another^  And  what 
hafi  tboUj  that  thou  didji  not  receive? 
Noiv,  if  thou  didfi  receive  ity  why  do/i 
thou  glory  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received 
it  ?  And  therefore  we  have  infinitely  more 
reafon  to  be  folicitous  how  to  difchargo 
our  duty  in  the  ftewardfhip  of  a  great 
fortune,  than  to  be  vain  for  being  em-» 
ployed  in  it.    But  if  our  wealth  ihould  be 

found 
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found  to  be  the  cfFcfl:  of  villainy,  and  evil 
arts  (as  it  often  is  raifed  without  any  one 
good  quality,  and  from  the  union  of  a 
great  many  evil),  and  fhould  alfo  be  em- 
ployed as  it  was  acquired,  to  injury,  and 
to  oppreflion,  then  it  is  doubly  infamous, 
and  ferves  only  to  complete  the  moft  hate- 
fiil  character,  the  moft  dcteftable  monftcr 
among  mankind,  a  great  wealthy  villjun ! 
and  therefore  nothing  can  be  more  foolifh, 
or  ihockingly  unjuft,  than  Pride  that  is 
founded  upon  fuch  a  title. 

I  might  mention  here,  among  the  other 
occafions  of  Pride,  beauty,  ftrength,  and 
other  endowments  of  the  body;  but 
thefe  are  fo  cafual  and  tranfient,  and,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  of  fuch  little  confe- 
quence  to  any  good  purpoft  of  life, 
that  they  are  fcarce  worth  mentioning;  at 
leaft,  iince  they  are  fuch  very  vain  and 
perifliing  poOeflions,  furely  we  may  &y 
of  them,  as  the  wife  man  doth  of  riches: 
Jf^iit  thou  fet  tbine  eyes  upon  that  wbtcb 
is  mt?  And  therefore  whoever  pride 
thcmfelves  upon  any  of  thefe,  are  empha- 
tically foolifli :  and  the  only  wife  conduA 
they  that  enjoy  thefe  little  temporary  advan- 
Ec  3  tagcfi 
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tages  can  poffibly  fall  into,  is  thjsj  that, 
whilil  nature  continues  to  adorn  their  bo« 
dies,  they  apply  all  their  diligence  to  im- 
bellifh  and  improve  their  minds;  that  fb 
they  may  be  ftorcd  with  a  fucceffion  of 
gra^s ;  which  (when  their  outward  form 
fails)  will  continue  to  render  them  always 

;  The  laft  fort  of  Pride  that  I  fhall  men- 
tion is,  the  Pride  of  anceftors :  and  this  is, 
of  all  others,  the  moft  foolifh,  and  ilU 
founded.  And,  indeed,  it  is  aftonifhing 
how  any  man  that  thinks  fliould  ever  take 
it  into  his  head  to  imagine,  that  there  is  any 
merit  in  being  born ;  for  this  is  really  the 
cafe,  in  relation  to  the  Pride  of  birth  :  and 
it  is  fo  very  abfurd,  that  it  is  no  wonder, 
if,  in  the  far  greater  part  of  the  world,  no- 
bility is  made  perfonal ;  and  nothing  but  a 
man's  own  merit  can  intitle  him  to  any  dc-^ 
gree  of  diftin6tion  and  regard. 

It  is  true,  there  is  a  prefumption  of  ge- 
nerous principles  and  inclinations,  in  the 
iffue  of  a  great  and  good  man ;  as  of  ge- 
nerous fruit  from  the  fcion  of  a  generous 
ftock :  but  if  this  fail,  as  it  too  often  doth, 
furely  the  virtues,  we  had  no  fhare  in,  can- 
not 
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not  poffibly  make  any  part  of  our  praifc ; 
unlefs  the  ftupid  ofEspring  of  great  bene- 
fatSors  to  mankind  be  reverenced,  like  their 
ftatues,  on  account  of  fome  outward  re- 
femblance.  And  therefore  let  the  worth- 
lefe  iflue  of  great  men  remember,  that,  al- 
though the  titles  of  their  fathers  defcend  to 
them,  yet  if  thofe  talents  and  difpofitions, 
which  ennobled  thefe  titles,  do  not  accom- 
pany them,  their  quality  is,  in  truth,  a 
much  greater  reproach  than  recommenda- 
tion to  them.  Worthlefs  men,  that  pride 
themfelves  upon  the  merit  of  their  an- 
ceftors,  would  do  well  to  refleft  what  me- 
rit the  head  of  gold  gave  to  the  brazen 
thighs  and  clayey  feet  of  Nebuchadnez- 
zar's image.  Nay,  even  acquired  nobi- 
lity, which  (if  founded  upon  merit)  is,  of 
all  others,  the  moA  honourable,  fhould 
take  care  to  be  endowed  with  humility, 
upon  many  accounts.  I  ihall  mention  only 
two. 

lil,  Becaufe  it  hath  attained  its  rcr 
ward;  and  therefore  fliould  acquiefce  and 
be  thankful,  and,  in  confcquence,  hum- 
ble. 

E  e  4  2dly, 


rA' 


ftvUy,  Becaofe  firetdhg  lu$:infemrt  with' 
^ridc,  18^  in  a  man  of  thtt  charidef>  f€- 
pitttdlibg  hU  own  formor  c^^ 

And  thus  I  have  d<^  with  liX  the  cairiics^ 
And  occafions  of  Ptide;  and  fliewn  you 
how  fooliih  and  ill*'fbanded  it  is  in  all  its 
|)tetcnoc8* 

Let  me  obfeite  to  yoa»  on  ^  ocdk- 
fiob.  That  there  were  two  iniBtndoioA, 
of  Divine  appointment,  under  the  t^ 
fate  difpenfation,  of  admirable  ufe  to  re^ 
prefs  the  human  vanity,  and  humble 
the  haughty  heart  before  the  throne  of 
Goo. 

The  firft  of  thefe  is  to  be  found  in  the 
xxiiid  chapter  of  Leviticus^  at  the  26di 
and  following  verfes.  It  was  a  day  of  fi>- 
lemn  and  univerfal  humiliation  annually 
appointed  to  the  people  of  Ifrael^  for  af- 
flicting their  fouls,  and  making  an  atone- 
ment fof  their  fins;  under  this  dreadful 
denunciation  upon  every  foul  that  profaned 
or  ncglcdted  the  obfcrvance  of  it :  that  he 
fhould  be  cut  off  from  bis  people,  jfyd 
the  Lord  fpaie  unto  MofeSy  faying  \  Alfo^ 
M  the  tenth  day  of  this  feventb  montby 
there  fhall  be  a  day  of  atonement :  if  fba/l 

he 
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6e  an  holy  comxcatton  unto  you.  Aid  ye 
pall  affliB  your  Jbuls^  and  offer  an  offer- 
ing made  by  fire  mto  the  LoRDt  Jind  ye 
Jhall  do  no  naork  in  that  f^ne  d<t^^  for  it 
is  a  day  of  atonement^  to  make  an  atonement 
for  you  before  the  LoRD  your  God.  For 
"wbatfoever  foul  it  Jball  be  that  Jhall  not  he 
affliBed  in  that  fame  day^  be  jball  he  cutoff 
jrom  among  bis  people :  and  wbatfoever  foul 
it  he  that  doth  any  wori  on  that  fame  day,  the 
fame  foul  leill  I  defiroy  from  among  bis 
people*  He  then  adda>  that  this  /hall  be  an 
inftitution  of  perpetual  obfervance ;  a  fia* 
tute  for  ever  throughout  your  generattms^ 
in  all  your  d-wellings :  and  that  this  humi- 
liation was  to  begin  on  the  eve  of  the 
ninth  day,  and  continue  till  the  eve  of  the 
tenth. 

To  this  day  of  Iblemn,  national  humilia^ 
tion  among  the  yevOf  hath  fucceeded  the 
iiril  day  of  Lent,  in  the  Chriflian  inftiCu- 
tion :  a  day  as  utterly  difregarded  among 
many  Chriilians,  and  by  fome  even  of  the 
moft  ferious  and  exalted  Chriftian  cha- 
rafters,  as  if  the  obfervance  of  it  were 
founded  on  no  authority  of  God,  or  in- 
ilitution  of  infinite  wtfdom,  or  pure  and 
pri- 
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primitive  Chriftian  piety.  God  of  his  in- 
finite mercy  amend  us,  and  deliver  us  from 
the  guilt  and  horror  of  this  profane,  un- 
hallowed fpirit,  which  is  gone  out  amongfl 
us! 

The  next  inftitution  of  Divine  appoint- 
ment, and  of  excellent  ufe  to  humble  the 
haughty  heart  of  man,  is  to  be  found  in 
the  xxvith  chapter  of  Deuteronomy^  at  the 
firft  and  following  verfes.  The  ordinance 
was  this :  When  the  Ifraclites  were  fettled 
in  the  land  which  God  had  promifed  to 
their  fathers,  they  were  eiach  of  them  ob- 
liged to  bring  an  annual  offering  of  their 
firft-firuits  unto  the  place  that  he  ftiould 
chufej  and  when  the  pricft  had  placed 
them  before  the  altar,  they  were  to  humble 
themfelves  before  God,  recounting  the  di- 
ftreffes,  the  mifery,  and  captivity,  of  their 
forefathers,  and  the  mighty  deliverances 
wrought  for  them  by  the  hand  of  God, 
for  which  they  now  brought   an   humble 

offering  of  their  firft-fruits. A  Syrian 

ready  to  perifi  ivas  my  J  at  be  r,  and  be  ivent 
do^iVn  into  Egypt ^  and  fojounied  there  ivitb 
a  Jeiv^  and  became  there  a  nation^  great ^ 
mighty^  and  populous  3   and  the  Egyptians 

evil' 
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evii-intreated  us,  and  affliSted  us,  and  laid 
ftpon  us  bard  bondage :  and  when  lae  cried 
to  the  Lord  God  of  our  f other Sy  the- 
Lord  beard  our  votce^  and  looked  on  our 
itffliSiion,  and  our  labour,  and  our  op' 
prejjion:  and  the  Lord  brought  us  forth 
out  of  Egypt,  loitb  a  mighty  band,  and  an 
out-jlretched  arm,  and  leitb  great  terrible- 
nefs,  and  with  fgns,  and  with  wonders- 
and  be  bath  brought  us  into  this  place^ 
and  hath  given  us  this  land,  a  land  that 
jloweth  'ivith  milk  and  honey:  and  now^  be- 
hold I  I  have  brought  the  ftrfi-fruits  of 
the  land,  which  thou,  O  Lqrd,  ha^  given 
me. 

Alas !  my  brethren,  were  we  annually 
to  recollect  our  origin,  and  the  bleflings 
beAowed,  and  the  delivenmcee  wrought 
for  us  by  the  goodnefs  and  mercy  of  GoO] 
how  many  of  us  would  be  obliged  to  re- 
colled  and  recognize  our  anqeAors,  in 
terms  of  much  greater  and  more  morti- 
fying humiliation  than  that  of,  A  Syrian 
ready  to  perifi  was  my  father  !  How  many 
of  us  would  be  obliged  to  derive  our  pe- 
digree from  a  much  lower  and  meaner 
prigin,  from  flavcs  and  fycophants,  from 
robbers 
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robbers  and  murderers !  in  one  word,  fixim 
vice  and  vilkmy  of  every  kind !  and  the 
beft,  the  very  beft>  among  the  fons  of 
jldam^  be  obl^ed  to  cry  oat  befwc  the 
altar  of  God»  ji  Jmner  ready  to  periih 
was  my  fathers  a  vile  mifcreant,  enilaved 
to  Satan^  and  doomed  to  eternal  mifery^ 
till  thou,  O  GoD»  didft,  in  thine  infinite 
mercy,  interpofe,  to  redeem  him  fixmi 
final  deftrudion,  by  the  facrifice  of  thy 
blefledSon  Jesus  Christ,  and  exalt  him 
into  an  heir  of  cverlafting  falvation;  for 
which  we  owe  thee  this  our  tribute  of 
praife  and  thankfgiving,  our  annual,  our 
hourly,  our  endlefs  humiliation  before  thine' 
altar. 

After  all  that  hath  been  faid  on  this 
fubje€fc,  need  I  add,  that  Pride  is  the  moil 
unphilofophical,  as  well  as  the  mofl  un- 
chriftian  principle  in  human  nature  ?  Un- 
wife  it  mud:  be,  forafmuch  as  it  never 
fails  at  once  to  multiply  our  defeats,  and 
inflame  every  other  vice  in  our  nature; 
and  that  too  with  this  unhappy  circum- 
flance,  that,  whilft  it  hides  them  from 
ourf«lves,  it  expofes  and  doubles  them  to 

the 
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the  reft  of  the  world.  More  than  this, 
it  multiplies  the  human  infinnitics,  by 
miftaking  and  obtruding  them  all  for 
perfections.  The  proud  man's  effrontery 
is  fortitude,  his  rudenefs  is  lincerity, 
his  loud  laugh  wit,  and  his  fuperdlious' 
dulnefs  wifdom:  and  <xctain\y  there  can- 
not be  a  more  fooUfii  or  unphilpfophic 
principle  in  human  nature,  than  that 
which  at  once  multiplies  the  pofleflbr's 
infirmities,  and  hides  them  firom  him* 
fclf. 

But,  alas!  if  this  were  all,  it  were  to 
^  be  endured.  The  moft  dreadJFiil  character 
of  Pride  is,  that  it  is  utterly  unchriftian. 
It  is  the  direct  contradit^on  to  the  Chrifttan 
virtue  of  humility :  and  the  fame  hau^ti- 
nefs  of  heart,  which  carries  men  to  look 
down  on  their  own  Ipedes,  too  often 
lifts  up  their  heads  to  heaven,  and  fights 
agunft  God.  There  is  not  a  more  ha^ 
fill  charader  among  men,  than  that  of  89^ 
lemon's  fcornerj  and  of  all  fcomers,  the 
fcomer  of  things  facred  is  the  moA  exc- 
^able. 

ffcavea- 
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Heaven-born     humility    inquires     after 
divine  truths   with  care;  examines  them 
with  niodcfty,  and  the  deference  due  from 
a  being   confeffedly  imperfed:  and   fubor- 
dinate,   to  wifdom  infinite,  unerring,  and 
unfearchable  J    determines    with    candour, 
and  fubmits  with  reverence.     Pride,  mor- 
tal Pride,  not  inquires,  but  queftions ;  not 
examines,  but  arraigns ;    not  fubmits,  but 
decides  ;  queftions  with  arrogance,  arraigns 
with  effrontery,  and  decides  with  difdain : 
falridious,    unruly,    felf-willed,  felf-fuffici- 
cnt.     O  !  my  brethren,  pray  againfl  Pride ; 
pray  carncflly,    pray   without   ceafing,    to 
that  God  who  i^ejijleih  the  proiid^  but  giv^ 
eth  grace  to  the  lowly  -,  that  he  would  fub- 
iliit   our    fouls,    with   humble  refignation, 
to  the  difpenfations  and  declarations  of  his 
infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs :  abafing  our- 
felves   before    him,    obeying  and  adoring ! 
cajling  down  imaginations j  and  every  high 
thing    that    ex  alt  eth    itjclf  againfl   GoD, 
(ind  bringing   into  captivity  every  thought 
to  the  obedience  of  Christ:   befeeching 
God,  in  the  gentlenefs  and   meeknefs  of 
Jesus  Christ,    that    he  would    guard, 
that  he  would  lliield  us  from  unchriflian, 

anti- 
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anticliriftian  Pride ;  that  he  would  keep  us 
ftedfaft  in  his  holy  ^th  and  fear,  to  do 
jujily,  to  love  mercy ^  and^  above  all,  to  walk 
ywitb  our  God. 


Which  he  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant, 
through  the  merits  and  mediation  of 
Jesus  Christ. 


:»»t-    .l-.>*l 
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Towards  Evidencing  the 

Divine  Original 
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By  Dr.  DELANT,  T>tznoi  Down. 


The  Substance  of  icina  Discourse  to  his 
People  (in  one  of  the  Parifti-Churches  of  the 
Deanry,  lately  rebuilt  from  a  Ruin) ;  but  fince 
conliderably  cnla-ged  by  anfwering  Objeftions 
urged  ag^nft  this  DoArine  in  a  Pamphlet  called 
^e  Great  Cafe  of  ^ytbes^  &c. 

To  which  it  fn&atA, 

A  Short  Account  of  fome  Circumftances  relating  to 

that  Deanry. 


*■'  •* 


The  Law  of  the  Lord  is  an  undefiled  Law^  com/irting 
the  Scul :  The  Tejiimony  of  the  Lord  is  fure^  and 
giveth  fVifdom  unto  the  Simple.     PsAL.  xix.  7. 

O  trufl  not  in  Wrong  and  Robbery  !  Givt  not  yourfelves 
unto  Vanity,     Psal.  Ixii.  lo. 


Ff 
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Sermon  XVII. 

The  Great  Importance  of  EarlY  Industry. 

Preached  before  the  Univeriity,  in  the  Cadiedral 
Church  of  St.  Patrick's,  Puiliif  in  die  Year 
1720; 

Prov.  vi.  6,  7,  8.  Go  to  the  ant^  thou  fiug- 
gardy  confider  her  ways,  and  be  'wife. 
Winch  having  no  guide,  oveifeer,  or  ruler ; 
providetb  her  meat  in  the  fummer^  and 
gatberetb  her  food  in  the  harueft. 

Sermon  XVIII. 
The  true  Nature  and  Charafter  of  Envy. 
Prov.  xiv,  30.  A  found  heart  is  the  lifetf 
the  fejh ;  but  errvy  the  rottennefs  of  the 
bones. 

Sermon  XIX. 
The  true  Nature  of  Pride. 
Prov.  xxvi.  12,  See^  thou  a  man  wife  in  bis 
own  conceit  ?  There  is  more  hope  of  afool, 
than  of  him. 

Sermon  XX. 
On  the  fame  Subject, 


S  E  R. 
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CASE 


O  F    T  H  E 

DEAN  of  DOWN. 

WHICH 

Gave  Occafion  to  the  following  Discourse. 

In  a  LETTER  from  one  of  his  Friends  to    • 

the  Editor. 

S.I  R, 

AVING  feentheDeanofi)(w;i'$ 
Difcourfe,  called,  jIn  EJfay  to^ 
wards  Evidencing  the  Divine  Ori^ 
ginal  of  Tytbes^  and  perceiving  fome  paf- 
fages  in  it  relating  to  the  prefent  ftate  of  his 
Deanry  j  I  refolved  to  tranfmit  to  you  a  fhort 

F  f  2  narrative 
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narrative  of  the  fafts  ^yhich  gave  occafion  to 
that  Difcourfc;  and  without  which  fome 
parts  of  it  cannot  be  clearly  intelligible  to  the 
reader.* 

When  Dr.  Delany  firft  went  down  to  re- 
fide  at  his  Deanry,  he  was  applied  to,  by 
great  numbers  of  the  parifhioners  of  one  of 
his  pariflies  (Diffenters  as  well  as  Church- 
men), for  leave  to  rebuild  their  church,  which 
had  lain  in  ruins  from  the  great  rebellion. 
This  requeft  he  readily  complied  with,  and 
applied  to  the  Bifhop  for  his  confent ;  which 
being  obtained,  he  fet  the  work  on  foot,  as 
foon  as  conveniently  could  be,  and  contri- 
buted largely  to  it.  Unhappily  for  him,  a  gen- 
tleman, who  had  a  large  eftate  in  the  parifb^ 
and  a  fmall  town  with  a  chapel  in  it,  diftant 
about  three  miles  from  this  new  church,  took 
great  offence  at  the  dean's  proceedings ;  and 
apparently  not  without  reafon.  The  prefenta- 
tion  of  a  neighbouring  vicarage  was  in.  his 
gift;  and  that  vicar  had  a  falary  of  20/.  a 
year  from  the  preceding  deans  of  Dowriy  for 
doing  the  occalional  duties  of  two  contiguous 
parifhes  of  the  deanry ;  without  which  aid 
the  chapel  of  his  town  had  not  fufficient  to 
fupport  a  curate,  having  only  an  endowment 

of 
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of  26/.  a  year.  This  circumftance  the  dean 
was  intirely  a  ftranger  to ;  and  when  he  was 
informed  of  it,  and  complained  of  upon  that 
head,  he  defended  himfclf  very  naturally,  by 
averring,  that  he  had  not  the  leaA  intention 
or  thot^t  of  hurting  that  chapel,  when  he 
confented  to  the  building  of  that  church  > 
and  was  ready  to  remedy,  as  far  as  in  him 
lay,  any  inconvenience  from  it,  which  he 
did  not  forefee.  However,  that  the  care  of 
that  chapel  was  no  direct  or  immediate  con- 
cern of  his  i  that  he  thought  hirafelf  only 
bound  to  provide  for  the  public  worfliip  of 
God  in  his  own  parlfhes;  and  that  it  was 
eafy  for  that  gentleman  to  make  a  fmall  ad- 
dition to  the  endowment  of  26/.  a  year, 
purchafed  (as  he  hath  heard)  by  the  truflees 
of  Queen  jinnfs  bounty,  for  the  fupport  of 
his  chapel :  nor  fhould  it  be  very  extraor- 
dinary if  he  did  fo,  even  from  motives  di- 
ftin£t  from  his  regard  to  religion.  But  neither 
this,  nor  any  aflurance  he  could  give,  of 
the  innocency  and  integrity  of  his  inten- 
tions, could  any  way  appeafe  the  refent- 
ment  conceived  againft  him.  And  yet,  that 
he  ailed  m  this  affair  from  a  pure  principle 
of  duly,  may  be  clear  to  every  impartial  man, 
F  f  3  from 


[«8  3 

from  the  expence  he  incurred,  and  the  addi- 
tional falary  he  gave,  for  the  care  of  thofe 
parifhes :  more,  upon  the  whole,  than  the 
double  of  what  any  of  his  predeceffors  had 
ever  done.  But  all  this  was  of  no  avail.  A  pe- 
tition was  folicited,  among  the  linen- weavers 
of  the  deanry,  and  prefented  to  the  linen- 
board,  complaining  of  the  great  grievance  ot 
paying  one  fliillingayear  to  the  dean  of  D^w/?, 
on  account  of  their  trade  j  and  thence  called 
trade's-money.  Upon  prefenting  this  petition, 
a  refolution  was  entered  into,  by  the  major 
part  of  the  truftees  of  the  linen-board  then 
prefcnt,  to  fupport  a  law-fuit  againft  the  dean, 
upon  that  article,  out  of  the  public  fund, 
without  hearing,  or  defiring  to  hear,  what  the 
dean  had  to  fay,  either  againft  the  petition 
(which,  I  believe,  was  founded  upon  error), 
or  in  defence  of  a  right  which  his  predeceflbrs 
had  been  in  poflcflion  of,  time  immemorial, 
in  common  with  many  others  of  the  northern 
clergy,  to  whom  it  is  of  much  more  moment. 
Upon  hearing  of  this  refolution,  the  dean 
wrote  to  the  gentleman,  who  is  faid  to  have 
folicited  the  petition,  to  defire  that  a  public 
fund  might  not  be  diverted  from  its  proper 
purpofes;  and  to  afTure  him,  that  he  defired 

nothing 


C  439  ] 
nothing  more,  than  that  the  fuit  might  be 
brought  to  as  fpeedy  aiid  unexpenfive  an  iflue 
as  poflible.  And,  to  that  end,  he  offered  to 
bear  one  half  of  the  expence  of  the  defend- 
ant, fupported  by  the  linen-board.  In  that 
fuit,  if  the  gendeman  who  promoted  it,  and 
was  the  defendant's  landlord,  would  bear  the 
other.  This  was  filently  declined  by  him, 
and  the  propofal  ridiculed  as  romantic  by  his 
friends.  And,  to  put  their  purpofe  of  perfe- 
vering  in  the  profecution  of  the  fuit  out  of  all 
doubt,  they  found  means  of  prevailing  upon 
the  linen-board  to  ratify  their  refolution  of 
fupporting  it  againft  the  dean  out  of  the  pub- 
lic fund,  altho'  fuch  a  proceeding  be  notori- 
oufly  illegal,  and  the  moft  eminent  lawyers  of 
the  nation  make  no  fcruple  to  declare  it  to  ' 
befo. 

Notwithftanding  all  this  ill  treatment, 
and  much  more  that  might  be  recounted, 
the  dean, rather  than  fufFer  the  chapel  before- 
mentioned  to  be  Ihut  up,  made  a  voluntary 
contribution  of  2  o  /.  a  year  for  the  fupport  of 
a  curate,  who  Ihould  officiate  in  it  j  and  ob- 
liged himfelf  to  the  continuance  of  that  con- 
tribution, as  long  as  he  ihould  be  pofleiTed  of 
the  deanry :  which,  however,  hath  no  way 
F  f  4  abated 


[  440  3 

abated  the  evil  difpofition  created  againft 
him  on  account  of  building  his  church ; 
lior  the  many  vexatious  combinations  that 
have  been  entered  into  (I  won't  fay  under 
what  influence)  to  diftrefs  him  in  every  ri^ 
belonging  to  his  deanry,  indeed  to  his  great 
detriment ;  but»  I  verily  believe,  to  his  much 
greater  concern  for  the  condud:  of  fome  per- 
fonsy  for  whom  he  hath  long  had  a  moft 
fincere  reprd^  and  warm  good-will. 
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PREFACE. 

/jiM  very  iveli  fatisfeJ,  that  there 
never  -was  a  period  of  ttme^  from  the 
foundation  of  the  worlds  in  which  a 
Difctmrfe  of  this  kind  could  appear  to  ^eater 
difadvantage  than  the  prefent  j  for  the  time 
prophefed  of  hy  St.  Paul  is  too  furely  come ; 
The  time  when  they  will  not  endure  found 
do^ine:  and  yet  fucb  is  the  power  of  truths 
that  I  can  never  dejpair  of  its  final  influence. 
Strong  prejudices  have  prevailed  even  againft 
true  religion t  and  much  more  againjl  its  teach. 
ers;  and  they  unhappily  continue,even  when  the 
errors, Ottwhich  they  arefoundedyOre  removed: 
for  errors  beget  errors ;  and  the  offspring  too. 
often  furvives   the  parent.     The  prejudices 
agoing   the   Chrifiian  religion  are  indeed 
founded  in  empty  vanity ;  hut  the  prejudices 
againft  fame  of  its  teachers  m-efeldom  without 
fome  appearance  of  reafon.     When  was  the 
world  feen  without  fome  fad  inftances  of  re* 
freecb 
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proacb  and  offence  in  that  order ^  with  which 
indifcriminating  impiety  is  too  apt  to  infult  and 
afperfe  the  whole?  And  is  it  not  too  true  ^  even 
of  thofe  of  a  very  different  cbaraStery  that  the 
petulant  profanenefs  of  the  evil  world  around 
them  hafhy  at  prefenty  driven  too  many  of  them 
from  fujlaining  the  dijlinguijhed  piety  of  their 
characters ;  infomuchy  that  they  are  contented 
to  appear y  for  the  mojl  party  as  virtuous  and 
well-bred  feculars  are  wont  to  do ;  meaning  to 
oblige^  buty  I  fear  y  more  likely  to  offend  i  where 
it  is  of  much  more  moment  not  to  offhtd.  Nayy 
fo  far  are  they  civilized  into  fecularityy  that 
few  of  them  have  the  courage y  how  muchfoever 
they  may  have  it  at  hearty  to  fa  lute  you  with 
a  prayer  to  God  in  your  behalf-,  alt  ho'  it  be 
their  proper  bufinefsy  as  it  was  exprejly  that 
of  the  Levitical  priellhood,  To  blefs  in  his 
name :  and  alt  ho'  prayers  of  that  kind  were 
the  moft  antient  forms  oj  falutation  recorded 
in  the  Scriptures  ;  and  in  general,  if  not  uni^ 
ve?fal  ufe^  throughout  the  antient  Heathen 
as  well  as  the  Chrijiian  world :  nay,  it  is  even 
faidy  that  fome  of  them  forget  to  beg  a  bleff- 
ing^  or  return  thanks,  for  their  daily  food^  in 
the  name  ofJEsvs  Christ,  altho'  that  be  their 
Oily  claim  to  the  Divine  favour :  and  yet,  in 

many 
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man^  other  reJ^eBs^  1  do  verily  believe  them 
not  only  as  blamelefs^  but  alfo  as  praiJe-iDortby, 
a  Jet  of  men  as  ever  adorned  their  dignity ; 
and  am  'uoell  fatisjied,  that  their  honours  and 
their  income  are  always  their  greateji^  and 
often  their  only  offence -^  altho'  both  are  confeff- 
edly  employed  as  much  to  the  glory  of  God, 
and  the  good  of  mankind^  as  any  other  of  equal 
value  in  the  nation^  and  often  more. 

We  are  too  well  affured^  that  it  is  impofjible 
but  that  offences  mull  comej  but  woe  to  him 
through  whom  they  come!  woe  to  him  ^ 
•whofe  evil  example,  as  well  as  to  him  ky  wbofe 
wanton  calumny  (the  offspring  of  ins  corruption 
and  envy)^  the  offices  and  chara6iers  of  the 
Chrijlian  minijiry  are  vilified  !  jind  indeed  it 
is  ajionijhing  to  obferve  with  what  peculiar 
force  envy  operates  agairi/l  them. 

A  layman,  although  be  fhould  chance  to  be 
without  talents,  and,  it  may  be,  not  dijlin- 
guijhedby  any  acquired,  or  imputed,  merit  of 
any  kind,  enjoys  (and  may  he  ever  do  fo  !)  all 
the  felicities  of  his  own  fortune,  and  all  the 
acquijitions  of  his  ancejlors,  unmolejied,  unma- 
ligned,  without  any  degree  of  that  envy  and 
ebloqi^,  which  is  the  fur e  lot  of  the  priejlhood, 
upon  the  leafi  worldly  fticcefs,  whether  in  or  out 
4  of 
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oftbeirmini/iry',  altbo  perhaps^  ajteraferies 
of  many  years  ^  employed  in  the  mojl  valuable 
praSlices  and  purfuits^  and  under  the  conduH 
of  tbe  heft  improved  capacity^  and  mqjl  en^ 
larged  virtue.  But  it  is  our  peculiar  fate 
and  province y  for  ever  to  contend  with  error 
ofid  iniquity :  and  it  is  indeed  necejfary  it 
jl^ould  be  foy  for  tbe  amendment  of  the  nvorld^ 
andy  it  may  bey  for  our  own ;  that  the  man  of 
God  (as  far  as  human  frailty  will  allow) 
may  be  perfeft,  throughly  furniflied  unto  all 
good  works;  of  which y  bearing  reproach  with 
patience y  and  doing  good  for  evily  are  not  the 
Icaft :  ci?id^  to  complete  tbe  Chriftian  miuiftry 
in  their  true  charadlery  ivould  to  God  they 
would  always  remember  thatfolemn  injundlion 
of  St.  Paul  to  Timothy  (2  Tim.  iv.  1,2.)  I 
charge  thee  before  God,  and  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  who  (hall  judge  the  quick  and  the 
dead  at  his  appearing,  and  his  kingdom; 
preach  the  word;  be  inftant  in  feafon,  out  of 
feafon;  rebuke,  reprove,  exhort,  with  all 
long-fufFering  and  dodtrine ! 

I  am  not  fofingularly  ignorant  as  not  to  fa 
how  adverfe  tbe  feafon  now  feems  to  bCy  hov 
contrary  the  windy  how  loud  the  tempefty  againft 
the  Clergy  j  gnd  ho%v  black  and  louring  tk 

chudi ! 
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€ltmds !  infomuch  that  there  be  many  "who  very 
naturally  cry  out  in  the  anguijh  of  their  hearts. 
Who  will  (hew  us  any  good  ?  To  tiohich  ixe  ' 
can  only  reply  imtb  David'j  fraytr^  Lord,  lift 
thou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon 
us.  One  gleam  from  the  eye  of  God,  a/" 
that  God  whofe  ftrength  is  in  the  clouds, 
can  in  a  moment  not  eniy  difpel  this  gloom^  hue 
turn  it  into  glory  and  gladnefs.:  herein  is 
my  refty  and  in  this  hope  laill  I  comfort 
me. 

life  truth  is,  ive  too  if  ten  take  the  mea~ 
fures  of  our  minijlry,  more  from  the  dictates 
of  human  prudence,  than  Chriftian  piety.  We 
ere  in  the  condition  of  that  too  wife  andpro^ 
vident  hujbandman,  of  whom  Solomon  re- 
marks. He  that  obferveth  the  wind,  ihall  not 
fow,  Ecclef.  xi.  4-  Immerfed  in  worldfy  wif- 
dom,  we  forget  that  the  times  and  the  feafons 
are  in  the  hands  of  God  alone-,  that  they 
are  his  peculiar  care ;  and  ours  is  only,  to 
fow  the  good  feed ;  to  perfevere  in  well- 
doing. Gel.  vi.  9.  knowing  that  in  due  feafon 
we  (hall  reap,  if  we  faint  not.  jind  there  is. 
this  further  ground  of  hope  to  prevail  in  the 
end,  that,  however  corrupt  the  world  may  be, 
there  are  few  fo  obftinately  perverfe  as  to  of- 
fend 
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jmefacbintlxuirlinmltllbrmmefam 
fbaraair  bovtfirfeittialltilktttit^^BSvilm  ' 
mercy;  yahmtthe/  /HUaciim  imtrtim 
rity:  «WQoD.forbid>>in  filMild  dni^aiitf 
the  Lord,  i«dtia£flg<»«i^araii  amf^pti) 
for thcmi  nfihiiigfattfr,vitSitASi&a^ . 
fitaiilf  it  tcsdi  ^ibem/ok  far  tstn  tn  K^) 
Aegood W  (he  t^^ «nyl  i'Saar.!EE Vj. 
jindaltbo'  tbeyjboutdgo  onjitllin  their mch- 
ednefs^  yet  flxmld  we  determine^  hy  the  Drmae 
ajfiftance^  to  go  on  JHll  to  pray  and  to  remon- 
firate  againjl  it.  GoD  m  his  mercy  injpire 
and  ertaite  me  to  do  fo,  until  it  jhaU  ^afe 
him  to  remove  me  hence  (Itrujt  in  Christ 
Jesus)  into  the  remans  of  peace  and  immer- 
talityl  There  the  wicked' ceaTe  from  trou- 
bling, and  there  the  weaiy  be  at  reft. 


EZOD. 
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ExoD.  XX.  17. 

Thou  Jhah  not  covet  thy  neighbour  s 
houfe*^  thou  Jhalt  not  covet  thy 
neighbour  s  wife^  nor  his  man-fer-- 
vanty  nor  his  maid-fervant^  nor 
his  oxy  nor  his  afsy  nor  any  thing 
that  is  thy  neighbour  s. 

THESE  are  the  words  of  God's 
Tenth  Commandment,  in  which 
the  vice  of  Avarice  is  not  fo  pro- 
perly and  principally  prohibited,  as  the  fin 
of  defiring  to  become  Pofleflbrs  of  another 
Man's  Property,  to  his  Detriment. 

Almighty  God  well  knew,  that,  without 
the  eftablifhment  of  Property  in  the  world, 
neither  could  fociety  long  flourifh,  nor  private 
families  and  perfons  fubfift  with  peace  and 
afRuence;  and  therefore  he  prohibits  the  moft 
remote  tendency  to  the  invafion  of  another 
man's  rights  and  poiTeflioQS. 

He 
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He  very  well  knew,  that,  in  (he  order  of ' 
nature,  fecret  likings  and  defires  preceded 
open  violence,  opprefiion,  and  fraud ;  and 
thocAve  he  prohibitB  all  indulgence  ui  iiich 
defires  a6  can  only  fermlntte  in  the  mjury  oi 
others.  This  is  evidently  the  appcuntmeBt 
and  the  proof  of  infinite  wifdom,  in  ^  m- 
thor  of  this  law ;  the  prohibiting  of  goik  in 
its  cau& }  in  its  moft  remote,  lecre^  tad  o& 
tentimes  unfufpedsd  tendency . 

The  evils  of  indul^uig  our  dcfires  to  the 
unjull  atteinment  of  their  purpofes,  in  the 
particular  inftances  laid  down  in  the  text^  are 
fufficiently  obvious;  and  have  been  abun- 
dantly fet  forth,  with  all  their  aggravations 
and  fad  confequences,  in  many  learned  and 
excellent  difcourfes,  throughout  all  agesj- 
but  there  is  one  inftance  wherein  the  evil  of 
this  indulgence  hath  been  lefs  noticed,  and 
confequently  more  overlooked,  although  the 
confequences  of  fuch  indulgence  are,  in  rea- 
lity, more  &tal,  and  much  more  dreadful, 
than  in  any  other  inftance  whatfoever:  I 
mean  the  coveting  of  that  portion  of  thdr 
neighbour's  property,  which  is  &t  apart  lor 
the  fupport  of  true  religion  in  the  world. 
And  that  the  confequences  of  this  coveting 
L  an 
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are  more  dreadful,  is  evident,  from  this  plain 
teafon,  among  many  others ;  That  it  tends 
diredtly  to  deibroy  all  true  religion  from  the 
earth,  without  which,  all  the  other  prohibi- 
tions in  the  text  would  be  of  no  cffedt 

Ibefeechyou,  brethren,  to  hear  me  upon 
this  head  with  Chrifl^an  patience  and  can- 
dour. 

That  the  earth  is  the  Lor<ts,  and  the  JuU 
nefs  thereof  y  needs  no  proof,  to  any  man  that 
believes  hkn.  to  be  the  Create  and  Governor 
of  it.  That  we  are,  with  regard  to  one  an- 
other, proprietors  of  fuch  portions  of  the 
earth,  and  its  produ&ions,  as  he  hath  been 
pleafed  to  confer  upon  us,  is  out  of  all  doubt: 
but  that  we  are  at  die  fame  time  hatftewards 
only,  and  tenants  at  will,  with  r^ard  to  our 
gracious  fovereign  and  benefa^r,  is  clear, 
from  the  reafon  and  nature  of  the  thing,  as 
well  as  the  authority  of  Scripture.  That  it 
was  for  the  benefit  of  mankind,  &om  the 
ibundation'  of  the  world,  to  have  a  flxong 
and  couilant  fenfe  of  their  dependence  upon 
God,  upon  a  being  of  Almighty  power,  and 
infinite  wifdom,  is  evident  to  a  demonftra- 
tion;  confequently,  that  the  injoining  and 
requiring  fuch  conftant  marks  and  proofs  of 
G  g  their 
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their  dependence,  was  a  neceflkry  conft- 
qaence  from  the  wifdom  and  benignity  of 
dieir  maker.  And  that  he  did  require  fudi 
marks  and  proofs  of  ^eir  dependence^  is 
clear  from  the  hiftory  of  the  creation.  AdoM 
was  limited  in  his  dominion  of  the  creatures^ 
by  the  prohibition  of  a  particular  fruit ;  and 
Cain  and  jibel  brought  facrifices  of  the 
fruits  tf  their  grounds y  andjirfilitigs  of  their 
fiochy  to  the  altar  of  Gop  (doubtlefs  by  Di- 
vine command)  ♦.  And  tte  fubfequent  hi- 
ftories  of  the  world  clearly  evince,  that  God 
referved  a  tenth  part  of  the  annual  produce 
of  the  earth  (exclufive  of  facrifices)  for  the 
conftant  and  regular  fupport  of  religion  in  it. 
Let  me  again  repeat  my  requeft  to  you,  to 
hear  me  upon  this  head  with  Chriftian  can- 
dour. 

My  brethren,  when  I  exhort  you  to  hear 
me  upon  this  fubjeft,  I  mean  only  to  exhort 
you  to  hear  the  voice  of  reafoA  ;  to  hear  the 
word  of  God  J  to  liften  to  the  prophets, 
apoftles,  and  evangelifts,  of  Jesus  Chr  ist  ; 
to  liften  carefully  to  Jesus  Christ  himfcif 
pronouncing  upon  tlie  point :  and  remem- 

*  See  Rtvtlaiion  Examined^  Book  L  Diilert.  8. 

ber^ 
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ber,  that  the  trouble  of  doing  fo  is  but  fliort 
and  fmall,  and  the  confequences  of  doing 
otherwile  may  be  fad  and  lailing. 

H^m  a  man  rob  God?  iaith  the  prophet 
Makcbij  iir.8.  Tet  ye  have  robbed  me  ^^^ 
the  Lord  by  his  prophrt.  But  ye  fay, 
H^ herein  have  we  robbed  thee?  To  this  the 
prophet  anfwers,  from  the  mouth  of  GoD, 
In  tytbet  and  offerings,  Te  are  curfed  nvitb 
a  cur/i  j  far  ye  have  robbed  me,  even  tfyif 
nebole  nation. 

My  brethren,  tythes  £wd  offoings  ve  % 
chieiiy,  which  God. hath  referved  upon  all 
lands,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  He 
well  knew,  diat  without  the  belief  and  pnir 
£lice  of  tnifi  religion*  mankind  cixild  neither 
be  happy  in  this  world,  nor  in  the  next ;  and 
therefore  he  made  a  proper  provifion  &r  the 
fupport  of  it>  from  the  foundation  of  the 
world,  by  the  appointment  oS  tythes  vid  of- 
ferings. Now  that  they  were  fo  appointed> 
appears  cleu^ly,  from  the  unif<M-m  pradice  of 
all  mankind  in  this  point,  throughout  a}l 
ages  and  nations  of  the  antient  wwld,  where 
hillory  leads  us  into  the  light  of  truth  -{- :  for 

t  See  this  point  cleared  and  proved  u  large,  bjr  Sir 
H.  Sfebnati,  in  his  Ui^er  work  of  Tytbc)*  chap.  l6.  and 

idditiomtochap,  26. 

G  g  3  how 
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how  all  mankind  could  a^xe  in  ofieriiig  fa- 
Crificesi  and  alfo  agree  in  this  fixt  proportion ; 
Qffcc  in  giving  a  tenth  of  their  fubflance,  nei-^ 
ther  more  nor  lefs,  tothefupport  of  religion, 
is  utterly  inconcdvable,  otherwife  than  from 
the  influenoe  of  one  univerfal  authority  ob* 
ii^g  them  all  to  it ;  and  that  could  be  no 
'  other  than  the  authority  of  Almighty  Goo. 
And  <diiis  is  an  argument  which  appears  to 
me  i&^idear  and  convincing,  that  I  call  upon 
the  whole  infidel  world  to  confute  iu  I  mean, 
to  ^confute  it  by  the  force  of  calm  and  clear 
argument :  railing  and  ridicule  (however  ap- 
plauded and  pra£tifed  in  a  libertine  age) 
•carry  no  <x)nvi^on  to  a  reafbnable  being; 
nor  evince  any  thing  but  die  impotence  of 
^e  authors,  and  their  deficiency  in  nobler 
talents. 

Another  argument  for  the  Divine  origin 

"of  Tythes,  may  be  drawn  from  the  infinite 

•wifSomof  that  appointment;  which confi*^ 

dered  in  every  light,  clearly  appears  to  be 

every  Way  worthy  of  God. 

In  the  firft  place,  Tythes  are  fuch  a 
means  of  fupporting  religion,  as  can  never 
foil  or  vary  (whilfl  the  earth  continues 
fruitful,    and  the  animal  world  prolific). 

If 
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If  the  people  have  plenty,  the  prieft  hath 
plenty,  of  courfe,  from  the  tenth  part  of  the 
annual  produce  of  the  earth :  if  the  people 
have  fcarcity,  he  muft  feel  that  fcarcity  as 
well  as  they*  j  his  condition  bears  one  even, 
uniform  relation  to  theirs,  and  muil  do  fo  to 
the  end  of  the  world ;  enriched,  and  impo- 
veriflied,  in  proportion  to  the  condition  of 
his  people :  by  which  means  the  teacher  of 
true  religion  is  placed  in  that  middle  ftate  of 
life,  wherein  true  happinefs  is  beft  attained  in 
this  worlds  and  is  at  the  fame  time  the  ftate 

*  To  this  it  is  objeAed,  that  in  fcarce  years  the  peo- 
ple muft  keep  their  Ty the  at  any  rate  i  to  be  bread  for 
their  families,  and  fodder  for  their  cattle :  of  thi;^  the 
prieft  knows  very  well  to  make  his  gain ;  and  always 
infiAs  on  a  higher  compofition  for  his  Tythe  in  fach- 
years. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  well  known  that  the  compo* 
fitions  forTythes  are  the  eafieft  of  all  compofitions  for 
legal  demands :  not  one  half  of  the  real  value,  at  a  me- 
dium, throughout  the  nation,  ^nd  the  pari(hioner  is 
furely  under  no  neceffity  of  paying  more  than  the  real 
value  for  the  Tythe  at  any  time :  fince  he  can  go  to 
market  to  more  advantage.  Befides,  men  forget  that 
all  tbi  Tythe  of  the  land  is  the  LortTs — And  if  a  man  will 
at  all  redeem  ought  of  his  Tythes  (fo  the  law  of  God  de- 
clares), he  Jhall  add  thereto  the  fifih  part  thereof^  Levit. 

jptvii.  30,31. 

But  are  thefe  objefiors  fure,  that  the  prieft  always  in* 
fifts  on  a  larger  compofition  in  fcarce  years  ?  I  know  th^ 
contrary  in  countlefs  inftances ;  and  I  dare  fay  fo  do 
many  of  them. 

Gg  3  beft 
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ikA  £kted  to  trakt  i  ratibiial  {X«}tifiMi  for 
the  happinefs  of  heaireft :  he  is  dot  fai  a 
omdidon  to  be  gready  opprefl&d  hf  hk 
people^  in  the  atdSnsuj  courfe  of  things 
(d^ott^  he  too  often  is);  ^  trhen  he 
18,  he  is  fubmitted  to  a  trial  of  patience^ 
which,  well  exercifedj*  makes  his  life  more 
exemplary,  and  tiiefiil:  on  the  other  hand, 
he  is  far  from  being  enabled  or  laid  under 
toy  temptation  to  opprefe  tiMm*  ri ow  if  the 
inftrudibn  of  mankind  in  the  khowlege  and 
pratftice  of  true  religion  be  a  purpofe  worthy 
of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs,  dien  die 
lupport  of  thofe  fet  apart  for  this  inftm^on, 
in  one,  even,  permanent,  uniform  manner ; 
in  a  manner  that  freed  them  from  the  an- 
xiety of  providing  the  ncceflaries  of  life  for 
themfelves  and  their  families,  and  by  that 
means  left  them  more  at  liberty  to  attend  the 
great  dudes  of  thfcir  profeffion ;  in  a  manner 
that  eftablifhed  an  infeparable  union  of  their 
intereft  with  that  of  their  people ;  and  in 
that  middle  fbte  beft  fitted  for  the  attain- 
ment  of  all  the  ends  for  which  true  religion 
is  calculated;  was  alfo  equally  worthy  of 
that  wifdom,  and  that  goodnefs. 


If 
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If  any  one  think  this  argument  inc^ndu* 
Ave,  it  is  his  to  fhew^that  adif|^rent,or  9  con- 
trary  conduA,  the  making  no  proviiion  for 
the  fupport  of  religion^  or  providing  for  it  in 
ibme  other  way-f*,  would  better  become  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  the  great  Governoi: 
of  the  world  *• 

The 

f  Some  unthinking,  or  wrongheaded  men,  are  for  a 
levelling  fcheme,  of  maintaining  the  Clergy  by  a  ftipend 
of  a  hundred  pound$  a  year  each ;  little  confid^ring,  oj^ 
regarding,  that  this  would  take  away  one  great  encou« 
ragement  and  reward  to  learning,  and  diftinguilbed  emi* 
nence  in  their  profeffioii:  t^t  contempt  would  qvicklf 
pur  A^e  ignorance  \  and  contempt  of  religion  the  contempt 
of  its  teachers.    How  abfurd  would  fuch  a  propoTal  ap- 
pear, at  firft  fight,  in  any  other  profeffion,  or  purluic 
wha^oever  I  and  yet  if  it  took  place,  it  is  evident  the 
public  would  be  no  gainers  by  it:  fince  fuch  ftipen^s 
would  amount  to  a  much  greater  fum,  than  all  die 
Tythes  of  thcfe  nations  now  fet  for. 

As  little  do  thefe  men  confider  howdangefous  it  is  tp 
unfettle  property,  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever.  The 
Anabaptiifts,  in  Germ^y  began  their  claim  of  Chriftian 
liberty,  by  attempts  upon  Tythes:  but  quickly  proceeded 
to  lay  property:  aflerting  a  community  of  goods,  and 
equality  of  eftates :  which  foon  carried  them  into  open 
robbery  ;  and  every  abomination  their  heated  imagina* 
^ons  luggefted  (See  the  tnaiifi  about  the  aSitMftwi  9f 
Typhis  in  Sir  H.  Spelman'j  worisj  p.  1^7.^. 

*  From  what  Jhatb  been  bqre  laid  down,  concerning  the 
nature  and  intention  x)f  Tythes,  it  is  a  clear  confeouence, 
that  all  fchemest  not  only  for  ftipends,  but  alio  fpr  efta* 
bliibing  any  nux}u8,or  money-compofkidn  inlieu  of  them, 
arC)  in  their  dirc3  and  natural  tendency,  defirvidiveof  the 

Gg  4  grfe*t 
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'    The  great  wiTdom  of  thkappoi^^ 

fiirdier  appear, ,  when  confickied  in  another 

^ghtj  inasmuch  asTythes  are  a  means  of  fup- 

pordng  the  teachers  <^  true  reli^cm/  which 

^theriSy  norcanbe,  in  any  degree  expen- 

%fe  or  burdenfome  to  any  of  the  people. 

This  is  as  pl^ar  as  the  fun.  The  right  of  the 

dagy  toTythes  is  prior  tp  th?  right  that  any 

man  or  familyjn  the  wwld  can  daiion  to  their 

ipftatje  pf  inheritance/   Every  man  that  purr 

diafethlandful]gedtoTydies,  purchafethit 

ifis  fubje£fc  to  that  chiefry,  and  pays  (b  much 

the  lefs  for  it,  on  that  fcoTe ;  and  every  man 

that.purchafeth  land  which  the  facrilegious 

impiety  of  human  laws  hath  exempted  from 

Tylh^,  pays  fo  much  the  more  for  it^  upon 

that  fcore:  fo  like  wife  every  tenant  that  takes 

land  fubjedt  to  Tythes,  pays  fo  much  the  le& 

rent  for  it  on  that  account;  and  if  he  takes 

land  firee  firom  Tythes,  he  pays  the  landlord 

as  much  morerent  astheyare  worth^at  leail|| ; 

fo 

great  Durpofes  pf  Prpvidence,  in  a|ypointing  a  proper  fup- 
port  for  the  ininiflers  of  religion :  inafmuoi  as  every  fiich 
inodus  for  predial  Tytbes  b  fiur  removes  the  maintenance 
of  die  clei^  from  ita  only  iUre  and  folid  bafis,  and  refts 
it  upon  the  fluAuating  foundations  of  chance  and 
and  the  artificial,  unaTbiding  value  of  coin. 

I  But  it  is  objedcd,and  infifted  upon  at  large  (Gnat 
caff  9fTjtbis^  p.  46.J,  that  Tytbcs  cannot  ht  a  prp- 

pcrtys^ 
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fo  th$it  neither  landlord  nor  tenant  contribute 
on9  mite  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 

clergy^ 

perty :  and  confequentlv  cannot  be  fold)  or  charged 
upon  lands.  And  the  ftrength  of  the  argument  ftands 
thus.  No  man  can  charge  his  pofterity  ¥nth  that  urtiich 
was  no  way  bis:  they  might  indeed  charge  their  hnds» 
and  the  charge  will  defcend  with  the  lan^^  but  Tytbe 
is  not  paid  of  the  land;  nor  by  reafon  of  the  land^ 
they  arife  from  the  labour  of  the  occupant :  and  ^^i^t 
man  can  charge  any  land  with  the  fruits  of  another 
man's  labours?  F  anfwer,  if  this  be  right  reafoningy 
then  all  the  laws  that  ever  were  made  relating  to  Tydies, 
and  lands  iubje£t  to  Tythes,  are  utterly  abfurd.  A  po- 
fitton,  which  no  modeft  man  will  eafdy  be  prevailed  upon 
lo  afiert.  If  the  author  of  this  pamphlet  was  himfelf 
impofcd  upon,  by  his  own  fophifm,  he  was  indeed  a 

freat  obj>£t  of  pity^  as  are  all  thofe  who  are  deluded 
y  him :  but  if  be  only  meant  to  impofe  upon  others, 
he  is  ftiU  to  be  confidered  as  an  objeA  of  pity ;  but  not 
pf  pity  only.   « 

Is  it  really  abfurd  to  talk  of  felling,  or  conveyii^ 
lands  fubje£t  to  Ty thes  ?  Can  I  not  convey,  or  fell  my 
lands,  under  what  conditions  I  pleafe  ?  It  is  indeed  in 
the  buyer's,  or  the  inheritor's  power,  whether  or  no  he 
will  buy,  or  accept  of  them  upon  thefe  conditions ;  but 
if  he  once  accepts  the  conditions,  moft  afliiredly  he 
muft  perform  them.  But  the  conditions  are  abfurd.  I 
anfwer.  Pray  where  is  the  abfurdity  of  my  felling  my 
land  for  a  certain  fum  of  money,  and  a  certain  portion 
of  the  occupant's  Ubour,  for  ever,  if  I  abate  as  much 
of  the  value  of  the  land,  upon  the  fale,  as  that  portion 
of  the  occupant's^labour  may  be  fairly  rated  at  ?  if  the 
buyer  be  the  occupant,  it  is  fufficiently  evident,  that 
be  is  not  injured :  or  if  he  fets  and  u  tied  to  fet  it  to 
another  occupant,  upon  the  fame  terms  that  he  himfelf 
Ipld^  it,  how  is  that  other  occupant,  his  heirs,  or  af- 

(igns, 


sJotdTxI??  i^.mm^f^l^J^S!^  Tiny  w? 

ra(«i;<i(()d  upon  all  lands,  from  the  creation, 
for  the  fupport  of  true  relig^n  in  the  world. 
Henoe  it  h  that  Ood  caU»  tbe-l^^hcs  hit 
pwttinhff|t«ncc<  Dmt  vrwu.  i. .  T^  pne^ 
ihtLeviies,  4mi  aU  ttm^rittofLevi,  JbaU 
pifVi  m  p4tf.  nor  inheritance  viitb  gratis 
iiiey  fiaU  eat  the  ejferit^s  «f  tbe^lard  made 
tyfre^  imi  Us  Htberitatue,    Heti^  it  is 


»  • 


figOS  injured  I  if  he  aad  tbcy  be  «lMitod  at  miidi  ki  tht 
annual  rent,  as  that  portion  of  the  fruits  of  hit  and  their 
labour  is  worth,  or  was  agreed  for)  The  cafeitlbTenr 
plain;  that  I  cannot  but  confider  it,  asa  fluunelefi  infutt 
upon  the  common  fenfe  of  mankiiid,  to  urge  the  coo* 
tiarjr  with  fo  hardened  a  front !  Aadfrajrhowdoetthe 
liaftand?  The  £ia  it  plainly  thtt:  thatTythca,  and 
knds  fubjefl  to  Tytbes,  are  fct,  and  (t|d,  transferred, 
and  fettled  every  day^  with  as  much  eafe,  and  fecurity, 
aaany  other  property  in  thefocieqr.  So  that  upon  a 
candid  inquiry,  this  ereat  abfurdity  is  found  to  be  per- 
fedUy  reafonable :  and  this  abfdute  impoffibility  praAi* 
caUe.  And  I  have,  myfelf,  fiibjefted  lands  to  Tydies 
(abating  to  the  full  value  of  them  in  the  rent  and  fine), 
which  never  were  known  to  pay  Tythes  before. 

As  for  the  diftin£t'ion  which  this  acute  author  makes 
betwixt  Tythes  and  rent-charges,  it  is  what  controver'* 
fial  writers  are  wont  to  call  a  diftiodion  without  a  dif- 
fisrence,  unlels  rent-charges  grow  anAually,  like  mulh- 
rooms,  out  of  the  land,  without  any  labour  or  care  of  the 
occupant.  So  that  the  argument  holds  full  as  ftfong 
againft  the  payment  of  quit-rent  to  the  crown,  as  the 
payment  of  Tythes  to  the  church. 

that 
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tint  he  fi>  freqnently  calls  himfelf,  dut  u, 
^t  portion  which  he  hath  referved  as  his 
own  peculiar  property,  the  inheritance  of 
Levi.  And  furely  it  would  be  ridiculous  to 
iiippofc,  that  God  had  no  inheritance,  no 
r^ht,  or  claim  of  property,  in  any  other  re- 
gion of  the  earth,  but  that  of  Judaa!  And 
there^e,  as  Tythes  never  were  the  rightful 
property  of  any  I^man,  die  pajrment  oi 
them  never  was,  nor  is,  nor  can  be  a  burden 
to  any  human  creature  upon  the  fiice  of  ths 
earth.  And  this  being  inconteftably  the  cafe, 
is  it  not  amazing  to  thmk  how  the  hypo- 
crify,  fanaticilm,  and  abandoned  effrontery, 
of  Tome  leaders  of  feds  amongft  us,  fhould  ib 
fiir  and  fo  grofly  delude  the  world,  as  to  make 
a  great  part  %i  mankind  believe  this  inllitu- 
tion  to  be  infufferably  grievous  and  oppref- 
live  J  nay,  not  only  fo,  but  to  be  wicked, 
abominable,  and  antichriftian,  and  utterly 
abhorrent  from  all  the  great  ends  and  pur- 
pofes  of  true  religion  ?  Whereas  the  dired 
contrary  to  all  this  is  clear,  to  a  demonftra- 
tion :  nay,  the  infinite  wifdom  of  this  ap- 
pointment appears  dearly  from  hence,  that 
Tjrthes  are  not,  cannot  be,  a  grievance  to  any 
honeit  man  in  the  world.  My  brethren,  your 
2  parfon 
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parfon  can  neither  aggrieve  nor  oppfefsyou  in 
the  payment  of  Tythes ;  your  lay-landlord 
(for  ought  I  know)  may.  You  all  know,  full 
.  well,  that  if  you  cannot  agree  with  your  par- 
fon for  his  Tenth  of  the  produce  of  your 
grounds,  jrou  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  give 
him  fair  notice,  and  leave  it  in  the  field  3  and 
what  can  be  a  clearer  proof,,  or  fairer  cha^- 
rader,  of  the  Divine  original  of  Tythes,  than 
that  they  are  fuch  a  means  of  Supporting 
true  religion  in  the  world,  as  the  people  can- 
not be  oppreiTed  in  paying  ?  And,  after  all 
this,  will  a  man  rob  God?  And  what  is  the 
confequence  ?  Aik  the  prophet  Malacbiy  and 
he  will  tell  you  (ch.  iii.  9.),  from  the  mouth 
of  God  himfelf,  Te  are  curfed  with  a  curfe\ 
for  ye  have  robbed  me^^    even  this  whole 
nation.  My 

*  The  candid  reader,  who  hath  nothing  in  view  but 
truth,  will,  I  am  fure,  be  much  obliged  to  me,  for  every 
appofite  quotation  which  I  can  entertain  him  with  from 
that  great  and  good  man  Sir  H.  Spelman :  who  in  his 
treatife  De  non,  temerand.  iccUf.  hath  this  fine  obfervation, 
among  many  others. 

**  It  is  a  great  fin  to  fteal  from  our  neighbour ; 
<<  much  greater  (even  facrilege)  to  ileal  from  God. 
<<  If  it  were  To  heinous  a  fa£l  in  Ananias^  to  withrhold 
^  part  of  bis  own  goods,  which  he  pretended  he  would 
^<  give  unto  Goo,  how  (nuch  more  is  it  in  us,  pre- 
<<  iumtuouJly  to  reave  tbs^t  from  God,  that  others 

^«  have 
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My  brethren,  do  you  not  fee,  do  you  not 
feel,  your  nation  to  be  under  the  curie  of 
God  ?  Have  any  feven  years  pafTed  within 
the  memory  of  moft  of  you,  wherein  this 
land  hath  not  been  infefted  with  a  famine, 
and  the  calamities  attending  it;  the  mifery 
and  mortality  of  man  and  beaft  ?  Look  back 
and  fee  howmany  you  can  count  in  the  fmall 
interval  from  the  year  1725 !  and  what  can 
be  conceived  more  equitable,  more  righteous, 
in  the  difpenfations  of  Providence,  than  thefc 
chaftifements?  You  with-hold  from  God, 
his  priefts,  and  the  fervants  of  his  church, 
as  far  as  in  you  lies,  every  right,  every  ofier- 
ing  due  to  them ;  and  he  with-holds  his 
blefling  from  you.    You  defraud,  and  you 
opprefs,  in  tne  payment  of  his  chiefiy,  his 
Tenth  of  the  produce  of  your  ground ;  and 
he  curfeth  the  other  nine  parts ;  he  curfeth 
the  ground  for  your  fakes.    O  my  brethren, 
look  back  with  humility  and  attention  upon 

<*  have  already  dedicated  and  delivered  unto  him  ?  Sp* 
<<  loman  faith.  Hi  that  rMitb  his  fathir  and  his  mo^ 
*<  thefj  and  faith  ii  is  m  fin^  is  th$  crnnprnum  of  [a 
*<  nrnrdenr^  ^]^  him  that  diftroyith.  But  he  that 
<«  purloineth  the  'things  of  God,  robbeth  his  father  i 
<^  and  he  that  purloineth  die  things  of  the  church, 
«<  robbeth  his  mother:  and  therefore  that  man  ia  a 
c<  compamon  of  the  deftroyec*'* 

your 


^ 
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your  CQoditioa  fisr  foB«er  yjiff  ytm^tsiA  ycfa 
will  find  jd&at  yoa4KLVfi  bMl  but  too  tf«lf 
(cut&d  of  Go9.  Cur/rJ  baviyauietftmtit 
^tityr.^^m^fidinth'faldi  emfidmymr 

fsurMf^  ^d  the  jkuk  ef  ymthmd^  ibe  in^ 
fr^fi  l^.>y^Sr  Une^Mki  At  fioeh  ff  ymr 
fieef.  And  will  ytm^yttixMa^^ 
WiU  yi)u:  Jbardoi  Toud^  tgunft  fami» 
Vfbo  h^ft  m  bear^^'midnngbty  in^^^ 
Who  fmmimdetb  tie  fimymnd  it  Jbhutkmt^ 
and  fealetb  up  the  fiarsi  Will  you  contend 
with  him  ?  God  ibrbid  ^  IVho  bath  hmdened 
bimftlf  againfi  htm,  and  batb  pnjperedt 
Jpbix. 

If  it  \^  aflced,  why  the  wkh-«holding  of 
Tythes,  or  defrauding  in  the  paymcnr  of 
]thera>  ihould  be  fo  peculiarly  attended  with 
«.  curfb ;  I  anfwer,  becaufe  it  is  facrilege ! 
that  is,  taking  or  with-faolding  fimn  God 
what  is'  fais^  or  what  was  once  dedicated  to 
him.  And  this  hath,  in  all  ages,  and  nations, 
been  accounted  the  moft  heinous  guilt  that 
ean  be  incurred  y  and  the  laws  of  the  twelve 
tables  branded  it  as  parricide^.     And  it  is 

*  Sacrum  facrtve  eonmundaUim  ftu  dmfsrii  rapfi^ 
ritvif  farriciik  e/l0. 

remark- 
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funarkable,  thM  when  the  rights  of  the 
*churdi  were  confirmed,  slid  made  invio- 
lable, by  MagM  cbarta  {which  grants  them 
alt  unto  God)j  and  by  the  folemn  oaths  of 
the  king,  his  fon,  and  all  the  nobilhy  of  t&e 
realm  i  the  whole  kingdom  yielded  them- 
ielves  to  ftand  accurfed,  if  they  Ihould,  at 
any  time  after,  impeadi  tbh  grant*.  And 
wc  ihould  remember,  that  we,  by  receiving 
-the  laws  of  England^  have  placed  ourfelves 
.  in  the  fame  condition  wi^  the  people  of  that 
-nation:  who  could  grant  ns  ^e  proteAion 
of  M^na  ebarta  upon  no  other  terms  than 
dxy  themfelvesei^oyed  it. 

My  brethren,  we  have  lately,  very  latdy, 
•but  too  welLexperiencod  die  wrath  and  venr 
geance  of  ^co  upon  this  gre«,  crying,  na. 
tionel  guilt;  altho'  not  on  this  alwie.  In  the 
name  of  Jesxjs  Christ,  entitle  yourielvn, 
from  dHS  mnnent,  to  his  bleflings,  upon  the 
contrary  ctmdud. 

I  forbear  Co  cumber  you  wHh  quotations 
Upon  this  head,  and  fii^  only  b^your  atteh- 
^ion  to  two  fecred  wfitere,  vHio  were  neither 
priefts,  nor  bigots.  HeorthewileA:  of  men  up- 
on diis  point,  FfW.Ui.  9, 10.  Honmtr  thehtM 
•  ^/f^bva'alvgeiworiEef  TjrtlKf,  p.  130. 

vntb 
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mtb  tby  fubjlance^  and  nmtb  the  firft^frmU 

of  ell  thine  increafe  j  fo  Jhall  tby  barm  be 

filled  witb  plenty^  and  thy  prejes  Jhall  burft 

wt  with  new  wine.    Hear  alfo  what  the 

prophet  Malachi  faith  upon  this  head,  from 

the  mouth  of  God  to  his  own  people;  Mai 

iii.  lo,  ficc.  Bring  ye  all  the  Tytbes  into  the 

fiore-houfe^  that  there  may  be  meat  in  mine 

boufei  and  prove  me  now  herewith^  faith  the 

JjQrd  of  bofis^  if  I  will  not  open  you  the  win^ 

dows  of  heaven^  and  pour  you  out  a  Ueffing^ 

that  there  Jhall  not  be  room  enough  to  receive 

it}  and  I  will  rebuke  the  devour er  for  your 

Jakes  s  and  he  Jhall  not  deftroy  the  fruits  of 

your  ground^   neither  Jhall  your  vine  caft 

•forth  her  fruit  before  the  time  in  the  fields 

faith  the  Lord  of  hojis ;  and  a^  nations  Jhall 

call  you  blejjed ;  for  ye  Jhall  be  a  delightjome 

land^  faith  the  Lord  of  hoJis. 

And  it  is  remarkable,  that  an  opinion 
obtained  even  in  fome  parts  of  the  heathen 
world,  that  the  religious  payment  of  Tythes 
was  rewarded  with  fignal  bleflings  from 
heaven :  and  accordingly  many  of  the  rich- 
efl  among  them,  fuch  as  Sylloy  LuculluSy 
and  Crajfus^  not  only  made  vows  of  doing 
fo,  but  afterwards  performed  them,  when 

they 
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they  became  moft  remarkably  rich :  by  of- 
ftring  a  tenth  of  their  whole  fortunes, 
amounting  to  immenfe  fums  *.  And  it  is  a 
maxim  among  the  RabbinSj  that  Tytbes  paid 
are  the  defence  6f  riches.  And  the  riiorc 
religious  among  the  yenioiy  having  no  prieft 
of  their  own,  to  whom  to  pay  their  Tythes, 
nor  temple  to  cany  it  to,  do,  to  this  day, 
give  in  their  ftead,  a  tenth  piiit  of  their  gains 
to  charity :  ten  pounds  of  every  hundred, 
and  a  hundred  of  every  thoufand. 

My  brethren;  is  it  not  well  worth  your 
while  to  bring  diis  matter  to  the  proof  F  Is 
the  Lord's  hand  fliortened  ?  Can  he  not  open 
the  windows  of  heaven  ?  Can  he  not  pour 
down  bleflings  upon  the  earth  P  Can  he  not 
fill  your  barnPat  this  day>  as  well  as  in  the 
days  of  Solomon  and  Malacbi  ? 

To  this  it  may  be  objected.  That  we  have 
of  late  years  been  frequently  bleffed  with 
fruitful  feafons  (as  we  are  at  prefent),  not- 
withilanding  this  fuppofed  crying  national 
guilt}  and  therefore  if  wc  are  to  infer  God's 
difpleafure  from  the  curfe  of  bad  feafons, 
we  may  infer  his  reconcikment  from  the 

*  Kr  H.  Sftkien'i  large  worlf  of  Tytbes,  p.  122, 

Hh  •    bleOings 
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bleflings  of  fuch  as  are  falutary  and  fruit- 
ful. 

To  this  I  anfwer,  That  God  takes  two 
methods  of  drawing  us  to  our  duty;  feverity, 
and  goodnefs.  When  the  headien  world 
walked  in  every  wicked  way  that  could  of- 
fend God,  St.  Paul  tells  us,  ABsxw.  17. 
That  nevertbekfs  God  left  nta  himfelf  witb^ 
out  witnefsy  in  that  he  did  goody  and  gave  us 
rain  from  heaven y  and  fruitful  feafons.  Are 
we  to  infer  his  reconcilement  to  all  their  abo- 
minations from  this  unmerited  benignity  and 
bounty?  God  forbid!  His  benignity  and 
bounty  are  congenial  to  him,  his  chaftife- 
ments  are  extorted 5  and  when  our  fins  have 
forced  them  from  him,  he  returns,  in  all  the 
divinity  of  his  goodnefs,  to  ftfeen  and  melt 
us  into  love  and  duty.  And  thinkefl  thou 
thiSy  O  many  that  thou  who  doeji  the  fame 
thingSy  Jfjalt  efcape  the  judgment  of  God  ? 
Or  dejpifeft  tfjou  the  riches  of  his  goodnefsy 
and  for  bear ancey  and  long-fufferingynot  knou-^ 
i7ig  that  the  goodnefs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to 
repentance  ? 

My  brethren,  ye  all  profefs  yourfelves  fe- 
rious  Chriftians;  and  I  do  verily  believe,  that 
many  of  you  are  fo :  in  the  name  of  Jesus 

Christ, 
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Christ,  walk  worthy  of  your  profeflion,  and 
fuffer  not  yourfelves  to  be  deluded  to  your 
eternal  ruin,  by  the  crafty  wilinefs  of  men  ly^ 
ing  in  wait  to  deceive  I  men  who  are  as  fure, 
as  cruel,  enemies  to  your  falvation,  as  they 
are  to  our  Sion. 

Ye  have  all  renounced  the  errors  of  Rome  t 
in  the  name  of  God,  will  you  renounce  the 
original  J  the  divine  fupportof  all  true  religion^ 
together  with  thofe  errors  ?  Thou  that  abhor -^ 
r^fi  idok^  doefi  thou  commit  facrilege  ?  Rom* 
ii.22. 

But  it  is  objeftcd  (Great  cafe  of  Tytbes^ 
p.  I .),  that  the  payment  of  Tythes  was  purely 
Levitical.  In  anfwer  to  this,  it  is  truly 
urged,  that  ^^^  payment  of  Tythes  was 
much  more  antient :  the  praftice  was  at  leaft 
as  old  as  Abraham^  and  Jacob.  And  Sir  H. 
Spelman  obferves  (in  his  treatife  De  non  z^- 
merandis  ecclefis^  P*  30>  "  That  God  re- 
**  quireth  this  duty  of  Tjrthe,  by  his  own 
•^  mouth,  as  of  old  belonging  to  him,  before 
*^  the  Levites  were  called  to  the  fcrvice  of 
"  the  tabernacle:  and  before  they  were 
^*  named  in  Scripture.  For  they  are  not 
'^  named  till  Exod.  xxxviii*  21.  and  it  is  faid, 
**  in  Exod.  xxii.  29.   ^ine  abundance  and 

H  h  2  'J  thy 
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^'  thy  liquor  Jhalt  thou  not  keep  back*^  mean- 
''  ing  T3rthes  and  firft-fruits.     Therefore 
"  Hierom  doubteth  not  fo  to  tranflate  it; 
Thy  Tythes  and  firft-fruits  Jhalt  thou  not 
keep  back  :  and  in  this  manner  of  fpeech 
the  word  keep  back  fheweth,  that  it  was 
a  thing  formerly  due  unto  God  :  for  we 
cannot  fay,  that  any  thing  is  kept  back, 
"  or  with-holden,  that  was  not  due  before. 
"  Therefore  we  find  no  original  command- 
ment  of  giving  Tythe  unto  God;  but 
upon  the  firft  mentioning  of  them  in  JLf- 
viticuSy  they  are  pofitively  declared  to  be 
his,  as  a  part  of  his  crown,  and  antient 
"  demefne :  for  it  is  there  faid,  chap,  xxvii. 
30.  All  the  7ytke  of  the  land  is  the  horis^ 
And  Mofes  commandeth  not  the  people  a 
new  thing,  but  declareth  the  right,  tliat  of 
old  belonged  to  God,  namely,  that  all 
the  Tythes  of  the  land  were  his." 
But  this  objeftor  ftill  urgeth  (Great  cafe  of 
Tythes y  p.  4.)>  tliat  "  the  payment  of  T)rthes 
"  was  purely  Lrjitical-,  and  that,  in  the 

*  In  the  Engltfti  tranflation  the  text  (lands  thus: 
TIjou  ftmlt  not  delay  to  offer  the  firj}  of  thy  ripe  fruitSy 
and  of  thy  liquors. 

A .  B,  I'he  words  to  ojfer  arc  no  part  of  the  text; 

"  fulnefi 
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'  fulnefs  of  time,  God  raided  up  another 
*  prieft,  Christ  Jesus,  who  was  not  of  the 
'  tribe  of  Levi-j  nor  confecrated  after  the 
'  order  of  Aaron ;  for  he  pertained  to  ani 
'  other  tribe,  of  which  no  man  gave  at- 
'  tendance  at  the  altar;  who  (having  ob- 
'  tained  a   more  excellent  miniftry,  of  a 
'  greater  and  more  perfwSl  tabernacle,  not 
of  the  former  building,  being  the  fum 
and  fubftance  of  all  the  patterns  of  things 
under  the  6rft  covenant)  put  an  end  to 
the  firft  priefthood,  with  all  its  Hiadows, 
figures,  and  carnal  ordinances;  and  chan- 
ging the  priefthood,  which  had  a  com- 
pand  to  take  Tythes  of  their  brethren, 
rthere  was  made  of  neceffity,  alfo,  a  change 
of  the  law,  and  a  difannulting  of  the 
xommandment  going  before:  which  was 
but  impofed,  until  the  time  of  reibrma- 
'  tion." 
In  anfwer  to  this,  I  fincerely  wifh,  that 
Chriftian  charity  would  permit  me  to  place 
this  reafoning  to  the  fcore  of  the  autjior's 
ignorance :  but  indeed  it  cannot.  For  it  ap- 
pears evidently,  that  at  the  very  time  of  his 
drawing  up  this  objection,  he  had  pcrufed 
^  viith  chapter  of  the  epiftle  to  the  Hp- 
H  h  3  brewi^ 
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brews^  from  which  a  conclufion,   dire^y 
contrary,  is  clearly  deducible. 

For  it  is  plainly  the  apoftle's  purpofe^  in 
this  place,  to  fhew,  that  the  Levitical  prieft* 
hood  being  changed,  the  obligation  of  pay- 
ing Tythes  to  the  tribe  of  Levi  ceafed  with 
it;  and  to  fhew,  at  the  fame  time,  that  this 
prieflhood  was  fucceeded  by  one  much  more 
excellent;  namely,  that  of  Jesus  Christ^ 
who  is  a  prieji  for  ever  after  the  order  of 
Melcbifedek*.    Now  this   gentleman  well 

knew, 

*  Mikhizedek  was  both  king,  and  prieft:  and  fo 
were  many  others  in  feveral  ages,  and  regions  of  the 
world.  And  the  high  priefthood  is,  at  this  day,  joined 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  China,  Potipherab^  prieft  of 
0»,  was  aoubtleft  a  great  prince  ;  otherwife  Jofeph^  in 
^11  his  glory,  had  not  been  given  to  him  for  a  ion-in-Iaw. 
Such  alfo  was  Jethroy  the  father-in*law  of  Mofesy  prince 
^nd  prieft  of  Midian.  And  that  he  was  a  prieft  of  the 
true  God,  appears  clearly,  from  his  offering  facriiicesin 
the  camp  of  Ifraeh,  and  being  attended,  in  that  duty, 
by  Aaroiiy  and  all  the  elders  of  IfraelT-who  then  ate  bread 
with  him  before  GoD,  Exod.  xviii.  12. 

The  children  of  Ifrael  lived  a  diftinft  people,  in 
£sfpU  for  about  four  hundred  years :  and  is  it  to  be 
imagined,  that  they  had  no  proper  perfon  to  minifter  to 
them  in  things  facred,  during  that  long  fpace  ?  I  think 
it  clear,  from  the  22d  verfc  of  the  xixth  chapter  of  Ex^ 
cdus,  that  they  had :  the  words  are  thefe,  Jnd  let  the 
priejls  of  the  Lord  alfo^  which  come  near  to  the  altar^ 
fanSlify  themfehes^  &c.  Now  if  they  had  proper  per- 
fo|is  fepar^teci  fgr  thp  fervice  of  God,  there  is  no  reafon 

to 
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kneWf  that  Mekbifedek  received  Tythcs; 
and  that  To  great  a  prince  as  Abraham  gave 
them  to  him :  and  I  believe  nobody  will  take 
upon  them,  at  this  time  of  day,  to  prove  he 
had  no  right  to  receive  them ;  nor  Abraham 
«ny  obligation  to  pay  them.  St.  ^aul  tells 
us,  Heh.  vii.  9.  that  hevi  paid  Tythes  fviz' 
to  Melcbizedek)  in  j^abam.  Now  paying 
implies  an  obligation  in  the  payer,  and  a  right 
in  the  receiver.  And  if  Melchifedek  had  a 
right  to  receive  Tythes,  moft  undoubtedly 
Jesus  Christ  his  antitype  hath,  at  leaft,  as 
good  a  right  as  he.  And  how  can  he  receive 
them,  but  by  that  priefthood  which  he  him- 
felf  hath  inltituted,  with  aHiirance  of  his 
protection  and  favour  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ?  And  furely  we  may  conclude,  with- 
out any  degree  of  prefumption,  that  Christ 
will,  at  the  laA  day,  pronounce  as  favourably 

to  doubt,  that  they  had  alio  a  feparate  maijitcna.nce : 
and  furely  there  is  no  rcafon  to  apprehenil,  that  they 
would  fwcrve  fiom  the  examples  of  their  father  facab^ 
and  their  great  founder  Abraham,  in  that  point. 

If  it  be  faid,  that  there  is  no  mention  of  any  fuch 
maintenance;  lanfwcr,  Neither  is  there  mention  made 
of  any  priell  among  them  till  this  time :  and  the  filence 
of  Scripture  no  more  infers  a  nullity  in  one  cafe,  thaa 
in  the  other.  And,  indeed,  thcfilenceof  Ac  Mefaic 
hiflory  fliould  rather  infer  the  mentioning  of  it  to  be 
unneceflary  i  as  being  a  thing  then  univerfally  known. 

Hh  4  of 
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of  the  payment  of  this  debt  of  jufticc,  as 
he  doth  of  that  of  charity.  Mat.  xxv.  40. 
Verily  I  fay  unto  you^  inafmucb  as  you  have 
dene  it  unto  one  of  the  leafl  of  tbefe  my  bre- 
thren^ ye  have  done  it  unto  me. 

But  it  is  objefted  (Great  cafe  of  Tythes^ 
p.  3 1  •),  "  What  is  this  (cafe  of  Abraham)  to 
V  the  pa3mient  of  Tythes  ?  For  it  doth  not 
"  appear,  that  Abraham  paid  the  tenth  part 
"  of  his  own  increafe :  or  that  he  gave  the 
?*  tenth  at  any  other  time." 

In  anfwcr  to  this,  I  have  now  fliewn,  that 
it  appears  from  St.  Pauh  reafoning,  Heb. 
vii.  9.  that  Abraham  did  nothing,  in  this 
cafe,  but  difcharge  the  duty  he  owed  to  the 
prieft  of  the  Moft  High.  And  if  it  was 
his  duty  to  pay  Melchizedek  the  tenth  at  this 
time,  it  was  equally  his  duty  to  pay  him  the 
tenth  on  any  other  like  occafion :  and  if  it 
was  his  duty  to  pay  him  the  tenth  of  the 
fpoils  of  war,  I  believe  little  doubt  can  be 
made,  that  it  was  equally  his  duty  to  pay  the 
tenth  of  his  own  increafe.  And  the  example 
of  Jacob  clearly  convinces  me,  that  the  fo- 
Icmn  vow  which  he  makes  to  God,  Gen. 
xxviii.  was  no  more  than  a  renewal  of  the 
covenant  of  his  forefathers  with  God.  This 
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I  think  may  bp  clear  to  every  candid  maa 
who  confiders  thi;  chapter  mth  attention. 
In  the  13th,  14th,  and  i^thverfes,  God  ex- 
pFclly  enters  into  the  fame  covenant  with 
yacob  that  he  had  before  entered  into  with 
^brabata. 

Vcr.  1 3 .  AnJy  behold ^  the  Lord  flood  ahove 
it* ;  andjaidj  lam  the  Lord  God  of  Abrtu 
bam  tb^  father:  and  the  Goo  of  Ifaacs 
the  landf  whereon  thou  lieft,  to  thee  tvill  I 
give  ity  and  to  thy  feed. 

Ver.  14.  Jnd  thy  feed  fhall  be  as  the  dufi 
of  the  earth:  and  thou  fhalt  Jpread  abroaj, 
totheeafi^  and  to  the  we fl^  and  to  the  north, 
and  to  the  fouth.  And  in  thee,  and  in  thy 
feedy  Jhall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  ^e 


Vcr.  I  J.  Jndy  behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and 
mil  keep  thee  in  all  places  whither  thou  go- 
efi:  and  ii>ill  bring  thee  again  into  this  land: 
fori  will  not  leave  thee,  until  I  have  done 
that  which  J  havej'poken  to  thee  of. 

This  is  plainly,  on  God's  part,  the  iamc 
covenant,  in  fubAance,  with  that  before  en- 

*  The  ladder  that  reached  froiB  earth  to  heaven, 
tcred 
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tered  iiPto  wkh  Abraham^  Gen.  xiii.  14^  1 5^ 
16.  and  xxii.  17, 18  *• 

It  is  alTo  evidently  the  fame  covenant  en- 
.  tared  into  vrith  Ifaac^  Gen.  xxvi.  2»  3, 4^  5. 

Ver.  2.  J^  the  hard  appear ei  unto  him 
(Ifaac)y  and  fat dy  Go  not  down  into  Egypt: 
dwell  in  the  land,  which  I  Jball  tell  thee  of. 

Ver.  3.  Sojourn  in  this  landy  and  I  will  be 
with  thee  J  and  will  blefs  thee :  for  unto  tbee^ 
and  unto  thy  feed,  I  mil  give  all  thefe  coun-^ 
tries :  and  I  will  perform  the  oath  which  I 
fware  unto  Abraham  thy  father. 

Ver,  4.  And  I  will  make  thy  feed  to  muL 
tiply  as  the  Jiars  of  heaveny  and  will  give 
unto  thy  feed  all  thefe  countries:    and  in 

*  Chap.  xiii.  ver.  14.  And  the  Lord  f aid  unto  Abraniy 
after  that  Lot  was  feparated  frtm  hiniy  Lift  up  now 
thine  eyeSy  and  look  from  the  place  where  thou  art^  north- 
wardy  and  fouthwardy  and  cajiwardy  and  wejhvard, 
Ver.  15.  For  all  the  land  luhichthou  feeji^  to  thee  will  I 
give  ity  and  to  thy  feed^for  ever,  Ver,  16.  And  I  will 
make  thy  feed  as  the  dujl  of  the  earth  :  Jo  that  if  a  man 
can  number  the  duft  of  the  earthy  then  Jhall  thy  feed  alfo 
be  numbered. 

Chap.  xxii.  ver.  17.  In  blejfmg  I  will  blefs  thee^  and 
in  ynultiplying  I  will  multiply  thy  feed  as  the  ftars  of  the 
heaven^  and  as  the  fand  which  is  upon  the  fea-fhore  \ 
and  thy  feed  Jhall  pojfcjs  the  gate  of  his  enemies.  Ver. 
18.  And  in  thy  feed  Jhall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
buffed :  becaufe  thou  hafi  obeyed  my  voice. 

th 
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tky  feidJb^H  ail  the  Hoiieof  of  the  earth  ie 


Ver.  5.  Becaufe  that  Abraham  obeyed  mf 
•voice,  tmd  kept  my  charge^  my  commandments, 
my  fiatutes^  and  my  laws. 

Now  It  plainly  appears,  from  the  laft- 
redted  verfe,  that  God  bound  Abraham  to 
theobfervanceof  flatutes,  and  laws,  no-where 
mentioned  in  the  Scripture  hiftory  of  him : 
and  that  Abraham  inArufted  his  deicendants 
and  houfhold  in'lall  thofe  ftatutes  and  lavt^, 
is  clear,  jrom  God's  own  declaration  con- 
cerning him,  Gen,  xviii,  1 9.  Fw  I  know  him, 
that  be  will  command  bis  cWdren^  and  bis 
boujhold^  after  him',  and  they  Jhall  keep  the 
w^  of  the  Lord:  to  do  jujlice  and  judgment. 
Sec. 

Thequeftion,  then,  naturally  arifes.  Why 
diofe  ftatutes  and  laws  are  no-whcre  men- 
tioned in  the  Scripture-accounts  oiAbrabami 
The  anfwer  is  obvious :  becaufe  they  were 
ftatutes  and  laws  then  well  known,  and 
equally  obliging  all  mankind.  Such  com- 
mands and  injunAions  fi-om  God,  as  were 
peculiar  to  Abrahamy  and  his  defcendants, 
are  clearly  fpecified,  and  carefully  recorded, 
in  Scripture:  and  therefore  .we  may  fairly 
infer, 
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infer,  that  all  fuch  as  are  not  fo  fpecified^ 
were  not  peculiar  to  him,  but  common  to  all 
mankind. 

Now  fuppofc  that  Jacobs  upon  the  re- 
newal of  this  covenant  *  with  God,  had  laid 
himfelf  under  a  vow,  not  only  to  return  to 
God  a  tenth  of  all  that  he  fhould  blefs  him 
with,  but  had  alfo  enumerated  feveral  parti?- 
C4lar  diiliniS:  duties  (not  fpecified  in  the  hi^ 
ftory  oi  Abraham) y'wYiicYi  he  fo  obliged  him-r 
felf  to  difcharge  towards  God  ^  could  it  be 
a  doubt,  with  any  reafonable  man,  whether 
thefe  were  not  duties,  to  be  difqharged,   in 
confequence  of  thofe  ftatutes  and  laws  re- 
ferred to,  but  not  fpepified  in  the  covenant 
with  Ifaac  ?  And  when  Jacob  obliges  him- 
felf, by  vow,  to  the  difcharge  of  one  duty, 
only,  to  God,  upon  this  occafion^  can  it  be  a 
doubt,  whether  that  one  was  injoined  by 
God?  Efpecially  if  it   be  found,  upon  in- 
quiry, that  a  religious  difcharge  of  that  one 
is  effential  to  the  fupport  of  all  true  religion 

*  That  this  yras  the  fame  covenant  before  entered 
into  with  Abrahaniy  and  Ifaac y  is  exprefly  declared  at  the 
cvth  pfalm,  at  the  gth  and  loth  verfes.  Ver.  9.  Even, 
the  eovenant  that  hi  made  with  Abraham^  and  the  oath 
that  he  /ware  unto  Ifaac.  Ver.  10.  And  appointed  the 
fame  unto  Jacob  for  a  lawy  &c. 

in 
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in  the  world:  and,  confequently,  a  means,  of 
the  laft  importance,  to  the  difcharge  of  every 
particular  duty  we  owe  to  God.  Which  fuf- 
iiciently  explains  why  that  one  was  peculiarly 
vowed. 

But  further :  it  is  one  of  the  beft  cha- 
racters and  criterions  of  trnth,  that  it  will 
bear  to  be  examined  in  every  light.  Let  the 
point  before  us  be  brought  to  this  teft.  That 
the  covenant  entered  into  with  'Jacob  was 
the  fame,  on  God's  part,  with  that  before  en- 
tered into  with  Abraham,  and  IJaac,  hath 
now,  I  think,  been  fully  fhewn:  and  can  it 
be  made  a  doubt,  whether  this  covenant  was 
not  alfo  the  fame,  on  'Jacob's  part,  with  that 
which  Abraham  and  JJaac  had  before  en- 
tered into  with  God?  I  fee  no  imaginable 
reaibn  for  any  doubt  upon  the  point  Now 
the  payment  of  Tythes  to  Goo,  of  all  his 
fubftance,  was  plainly  a  part  of  Jacob'%  co- 
venant: why  then  may  we  not  fairly  infer, 
that  it  was  alfo  a  part  of  the  covenant  of  his 
fore&thers  with  God?  £fpecially  Hnce  we 
find,  that,  in  &£t,  Abraham  paid  Tythes,  of 
all  that  he  had,  to  the  prieft  of  the  Moft 
High  God.  The  EngHJb  verfion,  indeed, 
only  fays,  that  ht  gave  htm  Tythes  of  allt 
Gen. 
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Gen.  xhr.  so.  which,  didrcfore,  is  generally 
underftood  of  his  only  'giving  him  Tythes  of 
all  the  ipoils  of  war.     But  the  original  He^ 
brew  text  fays.  He  ga^e  bim  Tytbes  of  all 
that  he  bad.  Which,  therefore,  the  beft  Jew-^ 
ijh  and  Cbriftian  conunentators  interpret,  of 
all  bis  fubjiance.    And,  for  my  own  part,  I 
am  fiilly  fatisfied  in  this  interpretation,  from 
St.  PauN  comment,  Heb.  vii.  2, 4.  for,  in 
the  2d  vetfe  of  that  chapter,  fpeaking  of 
Melchizedei^  he  faith.  To  whom  alfo  Ahra^ 
ham  gave  a  tenth  part  oj  all :  not  explain- 
ing or  limiting  k  to  the  fpoils  of  war,  but 
meaning  rather  (as  I  apprehend)  all  his  fub- 
ftance:  which  feems  further  confirmed  by 
the  4th  verfe;  which,  rightly  tranflated  fi-om 
the  original  Gre^k^  ftands  thus :  Now  con^ 
Jider  how  great  this  man  was^  unto  whom  the 
patriarch  Abraham  gave  the  tenthy  even  of 
the  fpoils.     And  this  furely  implies,  at  leaft, 
that  he  gave  him  the  tenth  of  other  things. 
And  I  appeal  to  all  men  of  learning,  for  the 
truth  of  both  thefc   tranflations,  from  the 
Hebrew y  and  from  the  Greek. 

But  here  we  are  again  afkcd  (Great  cafe 
of  TytheSy   p.  31.)    "  And  what  if  Jacob 
gave  Tythes?  How  are  either  of  thefe 

examples 
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"  examples  iasxti  bindii^  than  any  «(bcT  of 
**  the  good  a£h  that  either  (mT  thefe  good 
"  men  did?" 

I  anTwer,  Tfaey  hoth  Aiew  ^e  |>ra£tic(. 
and  the  obligation,  of  paying  Tythes,  fbrdie 
fupport  of  true  religion,  prior  to  tibe  ktwof 
M^es:  oHi&qucntly,  the  oealGng  of  that 
law  could  not  annttl  either,  even  had  it 
ceafcd  intirely,  whfch  it  hath  ftot;  ifor  the 
moral  part  of  it  is  ftill  in  fbll  force.  Add  to 
all  this,  that  the  great  and  wife  ends  of  this 
inftitudoD,  and  the  iiniverfalky  of  t!be  pr^ 
dice  of  paying  Tydu»,  ottoklkig  even  to 
the  antient  GaulSy  and  pagan  inhabitants  of 
Britain  J  to  ^s,  and  regions,  in  whidi  the 
name  o(  jUraham,  in  fdl  probability,  was 
never  beard  of  at  the  time  of  their  doing  fo, 
fUffidently  fhew  the  original  ordinance  not 
to  have  been  con&ied'to  him,  his  pbAeri^, 
or  his  houfliold. 

Bat  hew  wiUalltbii  prvot  a  yearly  pay^ 
ment  f>f  Tytbes  to  mimfien  (Great  c^e  trf" 
Tythes,  p.  31.)? 

I  anftver  (I  hope),  very  clearly. 

Jacob  made  a  vow  to  God  to  give  him 

the  Tenth  tH  aU  that  he  Should  blefs  him 

with;  HxA  how  did  he  give  it  to  him? 

Doubtlefs 
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DoUbdefs  by  paying  it  to  hi$  prlefb;  4s 
jibraham  did  by  paying  his  Tenth  to  MelcbU 
zedek.  Now  Christ  is  a  prieft  after  tHe 
order  of  Melcbizedek  (who  was  his  repre- 
Tentative) ;  therefore  Ty thes  are,  at  leaft,  ds 
much  due  to  him,  as  they  were  to  Melcbize-- 
dek.  And  he-is  a  prieft  for  ever:  therefore 
T3rthes  will  be  due  to  him  for  ever.  And 
£nce  they  cannot  be  paid  to  him^  otherwiie 
than  by  being  paid  to  the  priefthood  efta« 
bliAied  in  the  world  by  him;  therefore  they 
are  to  be  paid  to  the  truly  Chriftian  prieft- 
hood, in  every  Chriftian  fociety,  to  the  end 
of  the  world. 

I  have,  I  fear,  been  too  tedioufly  parti- 
cular, in  anfwering  the  objeftions  of  this 
very  acute  writer:  but  I  apprehended,  his 
admirers  might  take  occafion  to  cavil,  or 
complain  of  me,  or  perhaps  to  triumph,  if  I 
had  not.  Be  that  as  it  will,  I  cannot,  in  ju- 
ftice,  either  to  my  own  character,  or  to  the 
charadler  of  that  great  and  excellent  man, 
Sir  Henry  Spelmatiy  decline  publifhing  to  the 
world,  how  greatly  I  am  indebted  to  him, 
and  have  grounded  myfelf,  in  this  argument, 
upon  his  fine  reafoning,  and  writing  (in  his 
treatife  De  non  temerandis  ecclef.  p.  2.)- 
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**  Melcbifedek  was  the  image  of  Chrift 
'*  and  his  church ;  Abraham  (with  his  aflb- 
**  ciates  and  people)  of  the  congregation  of 
"  the  faithful.  Therefore  though  Levi  re- 
"  ceived  Tythcs  afterwards,  by  a  particular 
*'  grant  from  God,  for  the  timej  yet  now 
"  he  paid  them  generally  with  the  congr&- 
"  gation,  in  the  loins  of  jibrabamt  unto  the 
"  [n-iefthood  of  Chrifl:,  here  perfonated  by 
"  Melcbijedfki  which  being  perpetual,  and 
**  an  image  of  this  of  the  Gofpcl,  maywell 
"  denote  unto  us,  that  this  duty  of  Tythe 
**  ought  alfo  to  be  perpetual.  And  there- 
"  fore  Cbryfojiom  faidi,  that  Ahrabam  herein 
**  was  our  tutor,  not  the  tutor  of  the  ^rtw. 
"  And  inafmuch  as  Abraham  paid  it  not  to  a 
'*  priefl  that  offered  a  Levitical  lacrifice  of 
"  bullocks  and  goats,  but  to  him  that  gave 
**  the  elfflients  of  the  iacrament  of  the  Go- 
•*  Ipcl,  bread  and  wine  j  it  may  alfo  well  in- 
"  timate  unto  us,  to  what  kind  of  priefl  we 
**  are  to  pay  our  Tythes :  namely,  to  him 
"  that  miniftreth  unto  us  the  iacrament.of 
"  bread  and  wine,  which  are  only  thofe  of 
*•  the  Gofpcl,  and  not  the  Levitkal  priefts. 
"  So  that  our  Tythe,  paid  In  this  kind,  can- 
"  not  be  f^id  to  be  Leviticali  as  alfo,  for  that 
li  '^the 
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the  Lmticat  Tjrtfaci  were  only  thii^ 
iiewmgan4increafing}  whereas ^^sw&Mf 
^  and  yacci^  paid  them  of  aK :  as  if  tfaqr 
<<  had  followed  the  mmmandmciit  of  the 
^  apoftfe j  Let  bim  thai  is  taught  in  the 
^  v»r4^mah bimtbatbtitbtauf^ biu^far-- 
^  taker  of  alt  his  goodx^  GaL  vi  6.'' 

1V>  the  aFguinenty  drawn  ftom  Jkpdkai^^ 
paying  Tythttbefere  the  law  of  Ai^/,  litis 
anTweied  (^dppndix  to  the  GMUlt  c^  rf 
^ytbesy  p.  jj.\  That  Abrabamyins^  akfi>cir« 
cuiacifed  befisre  the  law;  yet  the  apoiUe 
iaith,  Ifyebecircumcifid^  Chrifi  JbaU  froft 
you  nothing.  From  whence  it  » icdferred, 
that,  if  any  One  had  then  paid  Tythes,  the 
apoitie  wcmld  have  ur^,  that  they  were 
under  the  law,  and  not  under  grace% 

I  anfwer.  That  j^oAmr  paid  Tydies  kmg 
helbre  he  was  cirGumciied}  and  that  he  was 
circumcifed  in  virtue  of  a  partkuliar  cove- 
nant,  and  command  from  God,  and  for  rea« 
fbns  fiifficiendy  obviousj  which  have  long 
fince  ceaied  And  douhtlefi,  if  he  had  paid 
Tythes  for  the  fame  reaibn,  the  partic«ilar 
command  and  covenant,  obliging  him  to  pay 
^em,  would  have  been  fpecified  alfih  And 
therefore,  fince  no  fudi  conmiaad  is  found, 

the 
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tlMf  natural  in&rence  is,  diat  he  paid  them  in 
virtue  of  a  prior,  general  covenant,  obliging 
all  mankind;  for  reafons  fufliciently  &t  fortili 
in  this  treatife}  reafons  which  ftill  iiibSft, 
and  muft  fnbfiil  to  the  end  of  the  world*. 

But  ftill  it  is  ot^eded.  That  the  payment 
ef  Tythes  is  no-whcre  injoined  by  theChri-* 
Aian  religion,  and  ther^ore  ChriAians  are 
not  obli^  to  pay  them.  But  to  this  it  it 
c*fy  to  aniwer.  That  they  are  no-where  pro- 
hibited by  the  Chriftian  religion  ^  and  thero* 
Son  the  obligadon  to  the  payment  of  them 
is  ftill  in  force  If.  Ho^ 

*  The  reft  of  the  reafonings  in  this  worie,  heing,  fo^ 
the  Boftpartj  grounded  upon  thefc  fundamental  erron,' 
dwt  Tythetf  are  only  due  and  ptyAle  hy  the  law  of 
A^Jin,  and  that  that  law  ii  wbol^  abroptcd  fince  the 
death  of  Christ,  muft  of  neccffity  fall  with  thofc  er- 
ron; and  therefotc  I  IhaU,  at  prdcnt,  take  no  further 
notice  of  tbem. 

I  It  i>  urged,  in  a  pamphlet  called  The  ftattfrtftr- 
tthlt  to  tht  church,  *'  That  he,  who  by  the  Mofaic  lair' 
**  would  introduce  Tythd  into  the  Cbiiftian  fyftem,' 
**  'introduces  likewife  a  facrificc,  and  an  altar ;  without 
*'  which,  Tytfacs  by  the  law  were  unfan^ified,  and 
**  polluted."  This  is  A£/fm's argumcDt,  ytfptndixto 
Grtat  cttfi  ef  Tpbti,  p.  86. 

I  anTwer,  I  know  of  none  who  would  introduce 
Tythea  into  the  Chriftian  fyftem  merely  by  theJUif/aie 
lawt  yet  if  any  one  did,  this  conlequence,  I  apprehend, 
would  not  occefiarily  follow.  For  let  all  that  was  merely 
ceremonial  in  the  law  of  Tything  be  abolilhcd,  fuch 
»  tU  biiaging  the  fitft-fruits  to  the  altar,  f^c.  muft  it 
Ii  z  kShWm 
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How  greatly  were  it  to  be  wiftied,  that 
Chriftians  would  confider,  more  attentively 
than  they  are  wont  to  do,  how  far  the  Chri- 
ftian  difpenfation  hath  repealed  the  MofaicI 
No  further,  furcly,  than  merely  as  the  Mojatc 
was  calculated  to  keep  the  jewj  a  feparate 
people,  and  to  keep  them  in  a  conftant  pra-- 
dllce  of  fuch  rites  and  ceremonies  as  were 
types  and  fiiadows  of  the  Mejjiah^  and  his 
kingdom:  and  Tythes,  furely,  can  come  un- 
der none  of  thefe  heads.  The  payment  of 
them  was  coeval  with  the  world,  and  in  pra- 
Atce  with  every  nation  under  beaven,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Mofaic  inftitubon;  and  the 
obligation  to  the  payment  of  them  as  ftrong 
upon  us  at  this  day,  as  the  obfervance  of  the 
febbath }  and  for  reafons  as  dear  and  con- 
vincing; an  adequate  and  permanent  provi- 
fion  for  the  minifters  ^f  true  reli^on  bong 
as  efiential,  as  abfolutely  neceflary,  to  the  ez- 
iftence  of  it  in  the  world,  as  the  fetUng  apart 

follow,  that  what  wai  moral  in  it,  to  wit,  the  inaio* 
ttnance  of  the  minillsrs  of  true  religion,  waa  abolrflied 
alfo  \  No  one  ever  yet  imagined,  tot  our  Saviour  ever 
intended  to  abolifh  any  tlni^  that  was  moral  in  the  law 
of  Maftt.  And  if  the  proviJiOn  of  a  proper  mainte- 
nance for  the  minifters  of  true  reli^on  in  tfie  foeiety, 
be  notadutyof  tbehig^  moraloUi^dioii,  Ibwnl 
imow  not  what  it. 

certain 
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certain  ilated  times  for  difcharging  the  great 
and  fundamental  offices  of  it:  and  there- 
fore the  obligation  to  the  payment  of  Tythes 
is,  from  the  nature  and  reafon  of  the, tiling, 
as  ftrong  upon  us  at  this  day,  as  the  obliga- 
tion to  the  obfervance  of  the  fabbath. 

If  there  be  fuch  a  thing  as  natural  religion 
in  the  world,  the  duty  of  ctmtributing  to  the 
fupport  of  God's  pure  and  public  worOiip 
in  die  fociety,  is,  moft  undoubtedly,  one  of 
its  lirft  and  plaineft  principles*)  and  it  is  im- 
pofTible 

*  :I  wifl)  thofc  gentlemen  who  fe.!  themfelrei  in  fuch 
violent  oppofition  to  the  payment  of  perfonal  Tytho, 
or  Tome  fmall  compofition  ia  lieu  of  them,  would  can- 
did!}' con£der  how  ihcy  can  do  fo,  confificntly  with  this 
prindplc.  For  my  own  part,  I  own,  it  is  utterly  iir- 
conceivablc  to  me,  how  a  contribution  of  onefhillii^a 
year  (that  is,  lefs  than  one  farthing  a  week),  out  of  the 
gains  of  a  good  trade,  to  fo  ezccUent  and  important  a 
pucpofe,  can  bt;  deemed  a  grievance,  and  an  oppreflion : 
^d  I  am  Jati^fisd,  that  the  bare  fuggeftion  of  fuch  a 
complaint,  would  have  {hocked  a  heathen  of  any  age 
ftom  the  foundation  of  the  world,  but  this. 

But  it  is  obje^ed,  That  they  who  are  called  upon  to 
pty  peifonal  Tythes,  or  Tome  compolition  in  lieu  oF 
them,  arc  often  fuch  as  have»paid  predial  Tythes  be- 
fore j  and  it  were  hard  to  load  them  with  both.  To  this 
X  aniWer,  whit  hath  before  been  fully  proved,  TTiat  no 
man  contributes  one  mite  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
clergy  by  the.  payment  of  predial  Tythes  ;  and  therefive 
what  colour  of  reafon  can  there  be,  why  men  fbould 
coBtiibute  aoibiflg  to  die  fupiwrt  of  true  religion  in  the 
I  i  3  hektft 
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pofliUe  to  imagine,  that  any  of  the  con-* 
vcm  to  Chriitianity  could  thbk  themTelves 
acquitted  of  this  obligation,  by  that  infti- 
tiition.  They  had  all  been  Heathens,  or 
yr»Sy  before  their  comrcrfionj  i^i  as  fuch| 
well  acquainted  with  the  duty  and  praAice 
of  paying  Tythes :  and  can  it  be  imagined, 
that  they  thought  themfelves  leia  beimd  to 
this  duty,  and  pra&ioe,  aftw  thdb:conv«4cin? 
This  is  certain,  that  the  firit  ccmverts  t9 
*Chriftianity  laid  their  whole  fi^rtunes  at  the 
feet  of  the  apoftles :  and  can  it  be  imagined 
that  they  could  refufe  them  a  Tenth  for  their 
fupport,  to  whom  they  fubmitted  their  whole 
fubftance  ?  And  it  is  clear,  from  ecdefiaiti^ 
qd  hiftory,  that  this  way  of  thinking  con- 
tinued long  after  among  the  primitive  Chri« 

fociety>  fi'om  the  profits  of  a  gainful  trade?  How 
ftrangely  do  we  forget,  that,  without  religion,  rapine 
and  violence  would  take  place  of  peace,  and  property^ 
and  conutferce ! 

Shall  a  man  pay  Tythes  in  proportion  as  God  hath 
blefled  the  fruits  of  hb  field,  and  pay  nothing  from  the 
firuits  of  hi^  induftry  in  trade,  and  the  bkffing  of  GoA 
upon  it;  forgetting  thsit  it  is  the  hkffing  tf  the  Ltrd 
%vhicb  maketh  rich?  Prov.  x.  22.  Have  we  no  retuni» 
to  make  for  the  invaluable  gifts  of  health  and  ftrengtb^ 
witbout  which  the  beft  purpofes  of  induftry  will  b« 
fruitleft  to  ourfelves  and  fiamilies?  Even  the  Heatbeti 
grudged  not  to  make  frequent  iacrifices  to  the  god  cS 
bcjiJtS, 

iliansi 
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ftlans^  infomuch  that  the  moft  karned  ehe- 
mies  to  the  divine  bHginal  of  Tjthes  are 
forced  to  cohfeis,  that  the  Chriftianft  of  ibt 
earlier  ages  cbntribufed  much  more  thm 
the  Tenth  of  their  whok  Earthly  fob* 
ftatice,  to  the  fupport  of  the  teachers  of  the 
Gofpel* 

St.  Paul^  in  many  paflages  of  his  epiftles^ 
ftrongly  aflehs  the  right  of  the  Ciiriftian  mi^ 
ttiftry  to  a  fupporffroiti  their  rttiniftry;  and, 
in  the  ixiti  clupter  of  his  firft  epiftle  to  the 
Corinthians^  clearly  aiftrts  thtir  right  to  fuch 
a  fupport  as  the  Jewijh  piiefthood  were  in- 
titled  tOj  from  theii*  officiating  in  the  temple. 
He  ye  not  know,  that  they  nvho  niihijler  about 
holy  things^  live  of  the  fhings  of  the  tentpU  j 
and  they  which  wait  at  the  aitar^  are  pdr^ 
takers  with  the  altar  t  Even  fo  bath  the 
Lord  orddiHed^  that  they  which  preach  tbi 
tSofpel,  Jhould  live  of  the  Co/pel. 

*  Sir  Himy  Spebnan  tAU  us  (in  his  tfeatife  Di  non 
tiMrand.  ecelif.  p.  394O9  **  That^  in  die  firft  agb  of 
*^  ChrXMan  reKgioh  (tfter  the  griest  perfecutions),  the 
<<  chti^b^  by  tte  fheahs  of  oblttibns  and  ofitrin|?,  bt^ 
<^  ga^  fo  to  abound  in  riches,  that  the  good  emperoral 
^  themfekes  (Goff/tanthe  and  Falintiman)  were  con^^ 
<<  ftrained  to  fhake  hwt(n6t  ufnfike  our  ftatbtes  of  nurt* 
*^  mam)  to  reflu^in  the  excefs  therieof  j  for  fear  of  isa^ 
*•  poveriftling  their  temporal  iftatc." 

I  i  4  Now 
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*  Now  if  this  pai&ge:  is  not  to  be  fo  under- 
ftood,  that  the  Chriftian  prieiUiood  ihould 
fubfift  t^  the  Gofpel,  as  the  Jewijb  prieft- 
faood  did  by  the  law,  the  words  are  not  inter- 
(Misted  in  their  moft  natural  and  obvious 
tneaniiig*^  But 

*  But  we  are  told  (AffnuUx  to  the  Gnat  eafi  9/ 
TjihiSy  p.  76.},  that  <*  Tytfaes  weretoceafe  at  tbeoom- 
*^  iDg  of  our  Saviour  Christ  :  becaufe  the  ]aw>  that 
^  199  the  Idvitwl  law,  whereof  Tytbes  is  a  braochs 
•<.  was  but  until  7«M  the  BaptiJI,*^ 
^  I  Anfwer,  firft,  Aa  tt>  the  right  of  .Tydies  rcSing 
only  upon  the  Livitical  law,  enough  hath  already  been 
faid,  to  remove  that  great  miftake.  In  the  next  place, 
as  to  the  doSrine,  that  the  law  was  to  ceafe  at  the  com- 
ing of  John  tbi  Buptifty  this  alfo  is  utterly  falfe  i  and 
5 rounded  upon  grofs  ignorance  of  the  original  text, 
Mki  xvi.  16.  the  fenfe  of  which  is,  thztf  he  law  and  the 
frdphits  were  pnacbed  until  John :  finci  ibaty  tbi  ting* 
Jom  of  God  is  preached^  &c. 

^*  But  Tythes  were  paid  to  the  Levitts^  who  paid 
*<  only  a  tenth  of  their  Tythes  to  the  priefts :  how, 
*<  then,  doth  the  payment  of  Tythes  to  minifters  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  payment  of  Tythes  to  the  Levitis^  who 
were  not  priefts  ?'*  {Gnat  cafe  of  Tytbesy  p.  24, 
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arifwer,  firft.  That  Tythes  were  originally  paid  to 
priefts ;  and,  coniequently,  (hould,  iince  the  Grofpel,  be 
paid  to  Christ,  who  is  a  prieft  for  ever :  as  hath  al- 
ready been  Ibewn.  Secondly,  Tlie  priefts  and  Levhes^ 
having  been  the  minifters  of  true  religion  under  the  law, 
may  now,  by  an  eafy  figure  of  fpeech,  be  confidered  but 
as  another  form  of  words,  to  expreis  the  minifters  of 
true  religion.  And  Sir  H,  Spelman  obferves  (Larger 
work^  p.  134.})  that  <<  God  himfclf,  in  the  laft  of 
*<  Ifaiab^  ver.  2X.  calletbthe  minifters  of  theGofpel 

••  priefts 
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But  fuppofe  them  to  mean  <Hily,  that  the 
Chriitian  minilby  are  intitled  to  an  equiva- 
lent fupport  (and  then  the  pradicc  of  die 
primitive  ChriiUans  will  be  their  beft  com- 
moit) ;  let  that  be  found  out,  and  I  am  fatif- 
jied:  but  I  would  aik  any  candid  man,  that 
contended  for  this  interpretation,  Uponwhat 
principles  he  could  allow  bimfelf  to  fwerve 
from  the  example  of  God,  in  diis  point,  fu|>- 
poiing  he  could  find  out  fuch  an  equivalent? 
For  my  own  part,  I  have  ever  underilood, 
that  the  example  of  God,  Ia  all  points  wher&- 
in  he  is  imitable  by  us,  confiftently  with  the 
obligations  of  his  own  laws  upon  us,  was  not 
only  our  indifpeniable  duty,  but  alTo  our 
fureft  guidance :  and  he  muft  have  a  moft 
amazing  ftoclc  of  what  I  {bould  in  my&lf 
deem  pro&ne  and  profligate  vanity,  who 
thinks  himfelf  capable  of  deviiing  a  wifer, 
or  a  better, 

■<  priefts  and  Ltvim ;  as  tho'  be  bad  only  changed  the 
"  courfe  of  their  fervice,  and  not  the  main,  or  end  of 
**  thai  inftitution.  /  vfiU  tail  tf  thtm  [ofs.  of  the 
*«  Gentika]  ftr  priefts  and  Lruhet.  That  b,  the  ge< 
*<  neration  of  Ltvi  Ihall  no  longer  be  appropriate  to 
*(  mv  fervice :  but  I  will  communicate  th«r  fiinftioa 
*<  to  the  Gentiles;  and  out  of  them  will  I  take  priefls 
**  and  Livittit  to  perform  the  fervice  of  my  cha^e." 

I  own. 
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I  own,  that  neither  that  apoftle,  nor  any 
of  the  early  teachers  of  Chfiftianity^  either 
were,  or  wiihed  to  be  (as  £ur  as  we  know), 
poflefled  of  the  Tythes}  and  that  fuch  an 
attempt,  bc£»re  their  dodriae  and  claim  were 
fufficiently  evidenced  to  the  wori4  would  be 
•hfurds  injurious,  and  deftnifttvc  of  die  pur^ 
po^^of  their  mifiion:  idtjurious^  becanic  it 
would  be  invading  the  piopcitjr  of  other 
fiien»  then  le^y  pofleffid  of  them;  and 
deftrudive  of  the  purpofet  of  their  miiffian^ 
becaufe  fixed  local  pofleffiona,  conikeAed 
with  the  obligation  of  fixed  local  duties^ 
were  inconfiftent  with  the  obligation  6f  per- 
petual   travdling  from  region .  to  region, 
which  lay  upon  theapofties,  for  the  prc^^ 
gation  of  the  OofpeL    But  how  this  could 
bar»  impair,  or  alter,  cither  the  right  of  thdr 
fucccflbrs,  or,  the  Divine  ordinance,  when  dift 
religion  of  Jesus  was  every-who'e  recti ved, 
I  believe  the  adverfary  can  as  little  explain, 
as'I  can  imagine. 

I  own,  it  was  late,  before  thii^  fell  into 
the  prcfcnt  train:  nor  are  they  y«t  whdlly 
in  the  courfe  of  the  Divine  ordinrace;  it 
being  fcldom  eafy  to  return  inf6  the  r^ht 
road,  after  men  have  once  unhappily  fwerved 

irom 
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jrom  it.  But,  furely,  nothing  can  be  mors 
jdie,  or  ftbfurd,  than  to  make  that  an  ol^e- 
Aion  againft  the  prefcnt  eftablifliment  of 
Tythes  j  that  it  now,  though  late,  approaches 
fonearthc  Divine  original  inftitutionof  them. 
But  it  is  obje^ed.  That,  in  this  cafe,  the 
mtnifters  of  the  Gofpcl  are  mercenary  hire- 
lings; whereas  the  diipeniation  of  fuch  a 
bleiling  among  mankind  ought  to  be  6kc, 
and  proceed  only  from  motives  of  confcicAc^ 
and  duty  towards  Goo:  and  it  is  inconceiv- 
able tothink,  what  infinite  reproach,  and  end'- 
lels  abufe,  have  been  vented  agaihft  the  ml- 
niftry  of  the  efUbHihed  church,  upon  this 
head.  But  ihc  truth  is,  they  have  boea 
Vented  either  by  fubtle  and  defigning  hypo- 
critea,  or  'by  weak  men,  who  have  Ihtle 
Jwawkgc  either  of  their  own  nature,  or  the 
way*  of  Goo  with  mankind  Nothing  is 
Bmv  obvious,  than  that  rewards  uid  punifh* 
mcpts  are  the  grc(K  ei^ines  by  which  God 
governs  the  world  j  that  every  aft  of  6vty  s» 
attended  with  rewards  of  fome  kind  or  other, 
c^eo  in  ttus  world:  and  therefore,  to impeacft 
any  mab  in  ^  (^charge  of  any  du^,  be- 
cwiie  the  di^arge  of  it  is  attended  widk 
certaia  rewacds;  is  to  impeach  the  appoint*' 
meats 


f  •• 
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ments  of  Providence :  and  more  particularly 
&,  where  the  rewards  are  fixed  and  deter* 
mined  by  his  own  appointment,  as  they  are 
in  die  prefent  cafe.  The  fole  point  that  will 
t}ear  any  fcrutiny  .upon  this  head  is»  Whe- 
ther the  duties,  to  which  thofe  rewards  are 
9nnexed^  be  difcharged  with  a  good  con« 
fdence,  and  upon  the  principle  of  paying  a 
religious  obedience  to  the  Divinecommands? 
This  is  evidently  St.  Paufs  way  of  think- 
ing i  for  tho'  he  maintamed  himfelf,  for  the 
paoft  part,  in  the  di£:harge  of  his  miniftry^ 
by  the  labour  of  his  own  hands  ^  yet  he  ex- 
prefly  and  repeatedly  aflcrts  his  own  right, 
and  the  right  of  his  fellow-labourers,  to  be 
maintained,  and  rewardedy  for  preaching  the 
Gojpely  I  Cor.ix.  Nor  was  it,  with  him, 
a  jufl  objection  either  againft  this,  or  any 
other  part  of  godlinefs,  but  quite  the  coq- 
trary,  a  right  and  a  reafonable  motive,  that 
//  is  profitable  unto  all  t kings ^  ffaving^^ .  the 
fromife  of  the  life  that  now  is^  and  of  that 
which  is  to  come.  It  is  true,  he  did  this 
finely,  to  keep  both  himfelf,  and  the  Gofpel, 
clear  of  all  fufpicion  of  venality,  to  which 
all  things  expenfive  are  obnoxious,  till  their 
QEcellence  and  purity  be  thoroughly  under* 

flood: 


[493  ] 

ftood:  and  alfo,  to  obey  the  commands  oF 
his  great  Lord  and  mailer;  who  exprefly  <x- 
dered,  that  it  fliould  be  fo,  3&/.X.8.  But 
whom  did  Christ  command  to  preach  the 
Gofpel  freely?  lanfwer.  His  apoftlcsj  who 
had  received  it  freely :  and  he  Himfelf  adds 
that  reafon.     His  apoftles,  who  had  been  at 
no  expence,  either  of  time,  or  lludy,  or  ft»- 
tune,  to  attain  a  full  and  true  knowlege  of  It. 
But  is  that  the  cafe  of  any  of  its  prefcnt 
preachers,  at  leaft  of  any  of  them  who  are 
rightly  called,  and  worthy  to  be  fo?  Let  us 
hear  what  our  blefled  Saviour  himfelf  fays 
upon  this  head.     Every  fcribe^  •which  is  trt- 
firuBed  unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven^  is  like 
unto  a  man  that  is  an  houjholder,  which  bring-' 
eth  forth  out  of  his  treafure  things  new  and 
old.  Mat.  xiii.  ^2.    A  wife  houfholder  takes 
care  to  be  well  provided  with  all  the  mate- 
rials, and  utenfils,  neceflary  to  the  purpofes  of 
his  profeffion:  a  fcribe,  that  is  well  tJiJiruBed 
unto  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  fhould  take  care 
to  be  as  vrell  furniflied,  in  his  way:  which 
cannot  be,  without  a  variety  of  expence,  toil, 
and  trouble;  which  ignorant  and  illiterate 
objeftors  have  no  idea  of.    He  muft  be  well 
iafonned  in  the  antieat  aiui  prefent  condi- 
tion 
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tioa  of  tbewbtld}  and  in  adtieitf  tnd fiilh» 
dcm  Ikertturc;  and  gather  up  ftoioof  vtk^ 
M  knowle^  hoA  them  both:  that  ib  he 
may  be  enaUcd,  as  occaiioii  ofibra^  tado^  m 
kb  Lord  tXfcB^  he  ffaould}  t§  hring  forth 
$utcf  bis  ffeajkra  ttnngtntmmd M.  Aal 
as  tlus  cannot  be  dooe»  without  mocb  titfe^ 
much  e3^)ence»  much  ibidy,  aad  wejiioefeaf 
the  fleih^  ought  he^  after  all,.  ft>  be  cott^ 
demned  to  a  precarious,  or  a  fbuMf  ^  and  iU(» 
beral  maintGDancc ;  and  be  denied  dl  dnsfe 
comforts^  and  eafements,  which  the  infin&i* 
ties  of  a  life,  whofe  beit  years  have  been  ex* 
liaufted  in  hard  ftudy,  and  a  diligent  conici* 
cntious  difcharge  of  all  the  noUeft  and  naoft 
important  offices  to  his  fellow-creatores,  have 
the  jufteft  claim  to,  in  the  fociety  ?  And  if 
our  Lord  had  expedied^that  this  fhouidhave 
freely  been  done  by  all  the  fucceflbrs  of  the 
apofUes,  for  the  inflrudion  of  mankind'  in 
his  holy  Gofpel;  furely  he  would  have  en^ 
dowed  thoie  fuccefTors  with  apoftolie  pcyw<* 
ers  to  the  end  of  the  world,  and  enabled 
them,  as  he  did  the  apoftles,  to  woiic  mi^ 
rades  for  their  nmntenance.     And  this,  ta 
me,  is  fi>  clear  and  inconteflable,   that  I 
ihould  deem  it  but  mere  mif-fpent  tim^  te 

refute 
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nfiite  the  dull  revilings,  and  ipecious  hypo^ 
critical  vanities,  orged  by  Satanic  deluiion, 
wry-eyed  envy,  and  petulant  ignorance,  on 
die  other  iide. 

i  un  very  fenfible  how  lidsle  all  that  I 
have  now  &id,  upon  diis  fubje^  may  be  to 
libortnie  cavils ;  and  h»w  obvious  it  is  to  ob-> 
joA,  That  all  the  arguments,  urged  in  £ivonr 
of  tbc  Divine  original  of  Tythcs,  are  urged 
from  motives  oi  (elf-intereft. 

Tb  this  I  beg  leave  to  anftver.  That  it 
matlefs  not  whence  tbcy  arc  orged,  but  how 
tbv^areibunded.  Thwe  is.no  moral  or  re- 
fi^ous  truA  in  the  world,  in  die  eftabUfh- 
raevt  of  which  great  numbers  of  mankind 
are  not  greatly  interefled ;  and  yet  their  be^ 
ing  £>  was  never  yet  deemed  an  argument  of 
ai^  moment  to  impeach  diofe  trudis.  The 
lingle  point  in  queftion  is.  Whether  diey  are 
fi^ciendy  fupported  by  reafon  and  evi- 
dence P  Anfi  therefore  I  earneftly  befeech 
you  to  d»  here,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  weigh 
t}ie  evidence,  tmd  dtatonly. 

My  brethren,  Uus  is  the  firft  opportuniibf 

I  ever  had  of  declaring  ^  will  of  God  to 

you,  or  explaining  \m  word;  and  it  mzj  be 

thalaft:  aadGoDfbrbtdtintl-fllooldtafce 

this 
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this  only  opportunity  of  handling  the  w&rd  if 
QoD  dimtfuUy  I  And  I  appeal  to  him,  and 
io  m^y  he  bids  me  in  this  world,  and  in  the 
next,  as  I  have  prefied  this  duty  upon  you, 
with  integrity,  and  finglen^s  of  hout;  and 
idle  conviiflion  of  my  own  c(>nfcience. 

I  befeech  you,  my  brethren,  to  bear  with 
me  for  a  few  moments ;  bear  with  my  infir« 
mities^  and  alio w  me  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
ai  right  to  be,  infome  d^ree,  confided  in  on 
this  occafion :  at  leaft,  if  you  believe  me  to 
be  of  a  charader  equally  abhorrent  firom 
avarice,  and  hypocrify.  I  am  far  advanced 
in  life;  I  have  no  fortune  to  make,  or  fanuly 
to  provide  for;  and  if  merely  my  own  per- 
fonal  intereft  were  concerned  in  the  point, 
although  there  were  no  fuch  thing  asTythes 
in  the  world,  I  blefs  God,  I  could  live  then, 
as  well  as  I  do  now.  I  could  live  as  well ; 
but  perhaps  there  are  fome  few  others,  who 
could  not  live  at  all. 

My  brethren,  I  do  verily  believe,  that 
moft  good  clergymen  coniider  themfelves,  in 
fome  meafure,  as  almoners  of  Providence, 
for  the  relief  of  every  focial  diffarefs  (and  the 
time  is  not  long  lapfed,  fmce  many  of  them 
were  owned  to  be  fo) :  what  every  man's 

private 
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private  charities  are,  that  refts  only  between 
God  and  his  own  conTdence ;  his  public 
benetadUons  other  men  can  judge  of.  For 
toy  own  part,  Goo  knows  I  have  too  little 
to  iky  on  either  hand :  thus  much,  however, 
I  may  iay,  becaufe  there  are  fonle  prefent 
who  know  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  oppref- 
ficwis  which  have  purfued  my  ibtkxi,  have 
apparently  hurted  the  poor  of  th^  parilhe^ 
in  foide  emoluments ;  which,  however  in- 
conliderable  in  tbemfelves,  vrare  of  fome 
impcHtanoe  to  them :  might  we  indulge  our* 
ielves  in  Co  Arai^  an  imagination,  as  to  fup- 
po&  a  clergyman,  who  devoted  a  certain  por*' 
tion  of  his  income  to  charity,  opprejled  and 
harafled  in  confequence  of  an  exemplary  a£t 
ctf  duty;  promoting,  for  inftance,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  in  his 
diftrid;  purfued  with  illegal  vexations,  under 
colour  <^  relieving  certain  poor  tradelmen 
finn  the  grievance  of  a  fnudl  contribution 
towards  fupporting  that  public  worfiiip^ 
could  we  fuppofe  this,  mi^t  he  not  be  al- 
lowed thus  honcilly  to  expolhilatc  with  his 
people  upon  the  point  F  Alas !  my  brethren, 
diey  who  have  entered  inU>  ill^l  eiig^;e- 
mentl  ta  opprefs  the  paftor  in  the  percq)tioo 
Kk  of 
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t('  his  rights,  under  colour  of  relicsing  podt 
tradefmen  (asthey  call  them),  hate,  infaiS, 
diftrelVedthe  real  poor;  tradefmen,  as  well  as 
others.  They  have  not  Co  properly  hurted 
ine,as  they  have  hurted  thofe  who  afe  iriuch 
more  objefls  of  compaifion,  than  cruelty,  j 
retradl;  they  have  htirted  me;  they  have, 
as  far  as  in  them  lay,  deprived  me  of  the 
grcateft  felicity  human  nature  is  capable  of; 
the  felicity  of  doing  good!  the  delight  of 
relieving  diftrefs,   and  obeying  the  Divine 

'  commands  in  doing  fo !  But  there  is  one 
hap))inefs  of  wKi<:h'^^  cannot  tlef)iiveniei 

,  th&happine&offeeiilgyoualljd^DiUedhettt 
to -ferve  God  ;  and  the  folid  &tis&(^n  of 
hdvifig  contributed  my  mite,  towan^  tbt 
eftabfKhment  of  his  pablic  worihip  in  tins 
place.  He  befit  knornrs,  whethec  that:  bi 
not  the  true  foutce- ofaUitfaejivexadofH 
tb^-have  banned' tny  ftatkiniinte  ray-at- 
tiunkig  to  it:  -but  be>diac,  orrai^tBtferreliay 
the-caufe,  God,  In  his  in&utojmercr^i^iiM-- 
give  the  authors, . and  turn  tbucjkentsli-^ 
Toretarn-s -.:.  ■  :;■■"  ■  .  -;.'^i:...  . , 
—My  brethren/  I  do- fQlemnly!'.avery.  dot 
TytJice  have,  to  the  b^  of  m^  j'sd^nai^ 
ft$  manyf^  laad  ias  plain  maskSi  dbna^crsi  uid 
y.  prooft. 
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proofs,  internal  and  external,  of  their  Divine 
original,  as  they  could  well  be  wiflied,  or 
r^afonably  required  to  have,  in  order  to  cre- 
ate an  univerfal  conviiftion  of  their  original 
among  mankind.  They  "are  as  old  as  the 
creation ;  for  firft-fruits  (which  are  Tythes), 
both  of  animals  and  vegetables,  are  confeff- 
edly  fo :  they  come  recommended  to  us  by 
the  examples  of  the  beft  men,  Ab^hham 
the  friend  of  God,  and  Jacob  his  chofen, 
and  ratified  by  the  authority  of  God  himfelf; 
they  are  a  means,  and  appointed  for  ends, 
worthy  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs ! 
they  are.  a  permanent,  equal,  uniform,  in^ 
cxpcnfive,  and  unoppreflive  fupport  of  the 
miniflers  of  true  religion;  bearing  one  even, 
and  unvarying  relation  to  the  condition  of 
their  people,  and  infeparably  connefted  with 
it :  for  ever  guarding  againft  all  temptations 
either  to  pride  or  oppreffion  on  the  one  hand, 
or  fervile  dependence,  and  bafe  compliances^ 
on  the  other :  beft  anfwering  the  purpofes  of 
that  wife  prayer  of  j^gur^  Prov.  xxx.  8, 
Give  me  neither  poverty  nor  ricbes;  and  fc- 
curing  all  the  advantages  of  that  middle 
ftate  of  life,  beft  fitted  for  all  the  virtuous 
gnd  valuable  felicities  both  of  this  world, 

Kk  z  and 
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and  the  next:  and  they  are  conjfefledly 
God's  own  appomtment  to  his  own  pecu- 
liar people,  under  the  moft  folemn  fan- 
^bions  of  rewards  and  punifliments;  and, 
as  fuch,  our  fureft  guide,  and  rule  of  duty : 
and  therefore  it  is  no  wonder,  if  this  in-* 
f^tion  hath  had  its  influeoee,  in  all  na- 
tions, and  ages  of  the  world,  both  upon  the 
worflf  men,  as  well  as  upon  the  wifeft,  and 
thebeft. 

My  brethren,  the  worft  men  paid  Tythes 
and  offerings,  contributed  to  the  fupport  of 
religion,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 
as  well  as  the  wifeft,  and  the  bcft.  Cain 
brought  his  offerings  to  the  altar,  as  well  as 
j4M:  the  wild  ylrabians  paid  Tjrthes,  as 
Well  as  Abraham  the  friend  of  God  :  the 
anticnt,  wife,  and  well-inftituted  Perjians^ 
paid  Tythes,  as  well  as  the  polifhed  Grecian  r  : 
the  cruel  and  wicked  Carthaginians  paid 
Tythes,  as  well  as  the  religious  Romans: 
the  vile  hypocrite  in  the  Gofpel  gave  Tythes 
of  all  that  he  pojfefjed^  as  well  as  the  patri- 
arch yacob'y  and  Jacob's  vow  to  God  is 
furely  very  remarkable.  Gen.  xifviii.  22.  Of 
all  that  thou  Jhalt  give  me^  I  will  furely  give 
the  lenth  to  thee.  His  Tenth  was  not  con- 
fined 


fined  to  the  produce  of  his  grounds,  or  die 
o&pring  of  his  flocks  and  herds,  but  ex* 
tended  to  every  gain  God  (hould  enable  him 
to  make}  as  his BiXherMratam's did  to lita 
Tenth  even  of  the  fpoils  of  war*. 

In  the  laft  place.  The  very  Scribes  and 
PbarifeeSy  although  they  pajjed  ovtr  jut^- 
ment,  and  tbt  love  of  God;  yet  were  th^ 
Co  C3a&  and  conicientious  in  this  poin^  that 
they  tytbfd  even  mtU,  andrue^  and  all  matt' 
ner  of  beris ;  and  our  blcfled  Saviour  bears 
them  witne&,  that  they  did  {o^  Mat.  xxiii. 
23.  andXiulr  xi.  42.  And  doth  be  reprove 
them  upon  this  head?  Quite  otherwifej  he 
applauds  them,  and  ponounces  it  their  duty 

*  Nothing  »  more  rcmarkablea  than  that  all  Ho' 
then  nations,  of  which  we  have  any  good  account, 
paid  the  Tenths  of  the  fpoils  of  war  to  the  fupport  of 
fcligion  i  the  moft  natural  account  of  which  pn^ce 
fcenu  to  be  this:  That  when  an^  countra  wai  nuafled 
with  war,  the  regular  payment  of  Tytnes,  frsm  the 
produce  of  the  eaith,  was  often  unavoidably  iotetrupted : 
but  as  the  fupport  of  religion  was  as  necellary  in  tba 
fearons  of  war,  ai  of  peace ;  whatever  damage  wai 
fullained  by  the  lots  of  Tythes  in  the  ordinary  way, 
was  made  up,  as  well  as  it  could,  from  the  fpoib  of 
the  enemy  ;  although  this  pradlice,  in  proceit  of  time, 
degenerated,  u  many  others  have  done,  into  fuperfti- 
tions,  in  favour  of  particular  places  and  temples-  But 
ftill  it  may  be  confidercd,  as  paying  a  debt  of  gratitude, 
to  God,  tht  tnfy  livtr  if  vitftrj. 


[  5»a  3 

to  60  {&(SteJf  ^lpy0H\ithm  done^  Mi 

dftait  d^  'juft'jWgmthMri^^  upoir  ik-; 
crilege;  ds  ydu^W0^'a{)t«^ 
asrtrt  his  >engeance^  and-^^riW  doi^' His 
bleffing6.fboin\ heaven;  tt^-you^irvorftncfrtli^ 
txamplcs  q£  the  vrifeR:  axidt)ti^  metf -of  ^  dl^* 
ag!^  and  imtjons^-om^thrfetuuk^^ 
world  y  itnd  ihould  bluih  to^  b^  oatdone'5 
to  fall  fhamefully:  fhort  ofltfae  ymc^i  and,* 
above  all,  as  you  reverence  the  example  of     § 
'  God  to  his  own  people,  and  the  authority  of    { 
your  blef&d  Lord  and  Saviour  Christ     / 
J  E  s  u  s  i  reverence  his  ordinance !  beware  of 

*  To  this  it  is  objefted  (Great  cafe  ofTytbiS^  P-  3^/1 
That  Jesus  Christ  then  /pake  to  the  Jews,  who  wer^ 
hcund  by  the  law  to  pay  Tytbes  to  the  Levitical  priejiboody 
as  hng  as  that  law  was  in  force;  till  it  was  offered  up^ 
and  /aid  it  is  fif^/bed. 

I  anfWer,  once  more.  That  the  payqient  of  Tyrhes^ 
for  the  fupport  of  the  minifters  of  true  religion,  is  a  part 
of  the  moral  law  of  Mofes\  which  never  was  intended 
to  be  offered  up,  or  annulled.  |^or  is  there  the  leaft 
hint,  throughout  the  Scriptures  of  the  NewTeftament^ 
that  the  payment  of  them  ihould  ever  ceafe,  to  the  end  ^ 
of  the  world.  And  if  there  had  been  the  leaft  inten-  ' 
tion  that  they  fhould,  this  was  the  proper  time  and  oc- 
cafion  for  our  Saviour  to  declare,  that  they  were  a  tend* 
porary  ordinance ;  as  he  told  the  woman  of  Samaria 
the  templc-worfhip  was,  and  fhould  c^uicj^Iy  ceafe, 
yobn  iv.  21. 

3  facrilege  \ 


[  S03  ] 

jkcrilege !  beware  of  covetoufnefs,  the  tout 
of  facrilcge !  Remember  that  dreadful  cha- 
tader  of  this  vice,  recorded  by  the  pfalmift, 
the  covetous y    whom  God  abborretb:    re- 
member  God's  own   declaration  by  the 
mouth  of  his  prophet ;  That  he  batetb  rolh-' 
iery^  though  it  were  for  a  burnt-offerings 
Ifa.  Ixi.  8.     And  much  more  muft  it  be  dc- 
teftable  to  him,  when  its  motive  is  fraud, 
defpite,  or  enmity.     Remember  the  great 
Chriftian  rule  of  righteoufhefs,  and  do  unto 
all, men  as  ye  "would  they  Jhould  do  unto  you, 
\      Render  J  therefore,  unto  Cafar,  the  things  t&at 
c     are  Cafar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that 
\  are  God's  :  fo  fhall  ye  fulfil  all  righteouf- 
\iefSy  and  be  inexcufable  if  ye  do  not  j  for 
Siihath  Jhewed  thee^  O  man^  what  is  good: 
mid  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee,  but 
5/0  do  jujlly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk 
.  Jjumbfy  with  thy  God?  Micah  vi.  8. 
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